
Page 24 
2014 V.I. LEXIS 45, *; 61 V.I. 13, ** 

2 Gerald Castor is the owner of Balbo Construction which performed construction work for the parties on the marital homestead 
located at 16-29 Estate Solberg. In the civil action, Balbo alleges that the parties are liable for outstanding payments amounting 
to Three Hundred Ninety Six Thousand, Five Hundred Forty Fors Dollars and Seventy Six Cents ($396,544.76). 

3 This matter came before the Cote for a final hearing on January 13. 2014, to resolve the outstanding issues regarding 
distribution of personal property. 

[" 3] Thereafter, the pending motions were addressed as follows: 1) Dr. Wright-Francis' 
Motion to Exclude Gerard Castor's testimony was rendered moot in light of the parties' 
stipulation; 2) the Court denied Dr. Wright-Francis' Motion to Exclude Mr. Francis and his 
mother, Joan A. Francis, from testifying that she has an interest in the parties' marital 
homestead; 3) the Court denied Mr. Francis' request to exclude the expert testimony and 
report of Attorney Erika Kellerhals; 4) the Court denied Dr. Wright-Francis' Motion to 
Exclude Mr. Francis from testifying that he is entitled to money from her earnings; and 5) 
the Court granted Dr. Wright Francis' Motion to Exclude testimony concerning the value of 
the parties' real and personal property located in the state of Georgia.° 

4 The Court's jurisdiction in this matter is limited to jointly owned personal property and the marital homestead. 

UNDISPUTED FACTS 

The parties, Mr. Julito Francis and Dr. Debra Wright-Francis, were married on August 17, 
1991 in Opelika, Alabama. They have one minor child, Brooklyn J. Francis, born on March 
6, 2000 and one adult daughter, Saryn J. Francis, born on January 27, 1993. The parties 
both resided in Georgia until [*4] Mr. Francis relocated in 2004 to St. Thomas; while Dr. 
Wright-Francis and their daughters joined him in 2005. The parties resided at No. IB-29 
Estate Solberg, St. Thomas, Virgin Islands during their marriage. A Decree of Divorce was 
entered on July 25, 2012, dissolving the marriage. 

Mr. Francis is the son of Joan Francis and brother to Diane A. Marsh. Joan Francis and 
her daughter, Diane, acquired the property known as 16-29 Estate Solberg from the Virgin 
Islands Housing Finance Authority which required them to build on the land within a set 
time period. After realizing that they would not be able to comply with program regulations, 
they transferred ownership to Mr. Francis to begin construction to help secure financing to 
build. Mr. Francis' mother and sister conveyed Parcel No. IB-29 Estate Solberg to Mr. 
Francis and Joan Francis by Warranty Deed on April 12, 1995. Subsequently, on October 
29, 1997, Joan Francis ['* 1 8] executed a Quitclaim Deed transferring her interest in 
Parcel No. IB-29 Estate Solberg solely to Mr. Francis.> A dwelling structure was completed 
in 1988 which Joan Francis moved into in 2000. At that point, Joan Francis began 
contributing to the mortgage and the utility bill r5i on a monthly basis until 2006. In 
January 2014, Joan Francis resumed making contributions of six hundred dollars 
($600.00) per month not including utilities. 
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