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Garten, the Trumgp campaign, Epsten, or ¢ihers associated with Defendants. While # remains possitis that this version of the case may
e clnnissed like the Cabfornaa fling, the Mew York version has aiready surdived hwice as long, with ess pushiback from Trumg
representabves. and with some hints of more sericus media attention {as well as safric exposune on Hecactad Tonight June 24)

READ MORE: Just What Were Donald Trump’s Ties to the Mob?

Trumip rape case bas strange context, praving nothing, but .

The first, fundamental questan about this case is whether it's credible, and the metaphorical jury is shill cut on that. But were ooling at
Trusnip ragdr sllegations i mw aBerradn of the Bil Cosby mulli-scanasl, which serves as 8 caulicn for anyone wanling ko rush to judgrment
And with Trump, there's already a context i in sharp contrasl with what we thought about Cosby before we knew about Cosby

Tnempre co-defendant, BESonase Joffrey Epstein, is a comicted 52w offancer who has senved jail bma, after pisading gty to meduced
charges. Yes, thal's guil-by-association, but there's [fte doutt that their associabon was kengthy and condal Accoreng fo e M com
Tnenp'e co-accused, Epsiein, who was once a ciose friend of the Uuse of York, pleaded guitty to two [Flonda) sale crames of soliciling a
rrinGe for prostibution and soboiting prosttution. e served 13 monins afer being sentenced in 2008

Irveshgatoms suspected the former New York financeer of abuseng 34 underage girls but lawyers faded to charge hem or any of his “co-
cormpiralons” and instesd offered hirm a seorel plea Dargasn

Epelein has dubiously defended hirmself by telling the K.Y Post in 2041 *I'm not a sexual predator, I'm an 'offender.” |¥'s the difference
petween 3 musderer and & person who steals & bagel | Tne come that was supposedy commefted in Fiorida is not a onme @n New Yos®
The cowt has ruled that Epsbein is a Level 3 offender, the highest level, who is a “high risk” to repeat his offense and “a threat to public
sataly,” Belore his ples bargeen Epsteen facea 10 yars in prson on chapss of Sialitony aoe. He aerved 135 montha. Sow e Daily Beag
% arguing {June 30) that *bilkonaire sicko Jeffrey Epstein’ is a politcal time bomb "who could bring down Donald Trump and Hillany
Clirgan.”

Trump has recently downplayed and minimzed his relationship with Epetein, who once taught rich teenagers at the posh Dalton Schood in
N Yorse A Mew York Magazine profile of Epsliin a 2014 preserted a diferent perspechive

Epsten Sxes to tefl people that he's a lones, a man who's never towched acohol or drugs, and ore whose nightlife s far from energetic.
And yet T you tak to Donald Trump, & different Epsiein emerges. "Tve known Jedf fao BEhesn years. Terilic guy,” Tromp Dooms om a
speakerphone. *He's 3 lot of fun to be weth It is even said that he kes beautful women as much as | o, and many of them are an the
younger sice. Mo doutd about il - Juffrey erjoys his social W

There's aleo ai teast one other Trump sex case, datng froeem 1957 and reported on by Lew Mewe in Febewary 2016 On April 25, 5587, Jill
Harth, then in bed oarly Ihities, filed for $123 million in damages caused by Tiump's alleged sexusl assauits (shod of rape) She said that
Trenp told hes he "would be the best iover you ever had.” At the time, her usband and Trump were in @ bresch-of coniract dispufe
Trumip cenmd Harlh's clnims, but she withdrew ber suil after Trump seithed his dispule with her busband. The recond of the cose has bean
sealed, bl the defalled 12-pags complaint offers a lurd porait of Trum behavior Harth Ras been ambigucus about the case recently,
felzng Law News in February *Everything oouid be inoked af in different way. . | have nothing bt good tengs to say about Dorssid * Ar
about the same tme, Hartn todd the Guardian that she stands by her allegatiors agairst Tremp in the 1897 lewsuit

Tha!'s more or ese whad Trump's ex-wile ivana says now, oo though she accesed Rim of raping her in 1888 A Trump spolkesiman sed &
one poind, *You cannot rape your spouse ” alttough it's illegal in 30 slates. lvana Trump made the allegation ina awonm deposstion that
was mposted 0 15883 in “Lost Tycoon The Many Lives of Oonald J Trump,” by Hamy Hud [l who wote that lvana fold fnends ikt Donaid
“raped me.” But Tremp fad that covened, acearding o the Miror

Hetore Lost Tycoon was printed, Trump and his lawyers proviced 2 statement from bvara, pubdished beneath the allegabon cf rape it
read; "[hrng & deposition given by me @ connection with rmy malrimonial case, | siated haf my husband ned raped me | wish to 2y nst
on one oceeslon dunng 1888 Mr Tremo and | had marital relatione in which he behaved very differentty toward me than he had dunng
our marnage. As 8 woman | felt vinlatea, as the love and tenderneas wheeh he normally exhibitea toward me, was ebsent | refernad to ths
&6 a “rape,” but | do not want my words o be inferpreted in a literal or crimenal semsa. Any confrary conclusion would be an ncorrect and
ot unfortunate interpretation of my stetemeant whaoh | oo not wand 1o De int2preted @ e speculative Iashion ana | do not wan the press
or media to misconstrua any of the facts set forth abowve. All | wish is for this matter fo be put to rest.

W e Trump rape linsuit gain signifaant made traction?

Since the Jure Z0filing = Mew York there has been some increase in considered coverage of the accusations agamst Trump, but the
slory nemiing & sadeshow wilth ktle trection in sany July Snopes com baked 8 the case (June 23) brosdly but inconclussaly snd without
new Inshgnt

s, Donakl Trurrg wiis scomed of reping @ 13 peir old. bal this lewswl has Hiltle chancs of sutceeding,” argued Law Mewe on Juie: 217,
e day afler the Mew York féing. Reporter Rachel Stociman noted that electronic summeonses have beer sent to co-deferdants Trump
ard Epsledn, bul she devobed mos! of ber adiche o speculative argurmests 1l the st will Tail, appanently refiecting [P views of
Treng's attorney Alar Ganen, who "is threatening to file for sanctiors against [Attorney] Meagher if he even proceecs with he lawsuit.”
Mueagier wis undvailabie for comment. Salling [he alegations “unseguivocally Talse™ and "polticslly malivated,” Garlen okl Law Mews. "
don't know of any attommey — in thes country worthy of be=ng admifted by any bar — who would ssgn legal papers — attesting to such
oulragpeous fbcis.”

The Mational Review [June 21} also rersmizes the prosgects for Jane Doe's case, saying lalsshy thal € s "withcud any &G of SupDoting
evidence.” Mational Review omits, or suppressas, the eyewilness affidavt that confirms Jane Doe's claims and is parl of ke Jure 20 filing
Able fo exonerate Trump by denying evadence that exsts, Nationa! Review's defense is also circumstantially weak:

A5 a thrice-marned admitted acufterer, Trump's history coesn't ingine a iod of confidence in Bis avea, from Braggeg abeut bedling
rarried wiamen 1o his comments 1o Howard Stern about watcning Pads Hilton's sex fape o his weird mat? of commentng on the sex
eppedl of his own caughier in emiracng comvicted rapist Mie Tyson to defending Sl Cunton heresf in his sex scardals in the 19680s,
Just bo pick @ few examples

“WEwy the Mew Child Fape Case Fiad Agaenst Donald Trumg Shouid Mot Be Ignored” was the haadkne on altormey and MNEC MNews anasyst
Lisa Bioorm's piece af tne HuMngton Post {June 29). Bloom wiobe: "The maingiream media gnaned the [June 20] g 11 the Bl Costy
rase has taught us anything, it 16 to not dsregard repe cases agamst famous men. Serous joumalists have pubacly apologized far tuereng
A biing eyve 1o the Cosby aociners for over & decsde. . ©

Bloom outined three factors that justify a closer examination of Tremp's behavior. First there is his ongoing desrespect for women
incesding Rosie ODonnell, Aranng Huffington, Betta M:dier, nd Megyn Kelly, "Decaces of ebuave Rnguage does not make hem a rapist
But it does show us who the man s a callous, means pirited msogymist whao no sane person would leave alone with her daughter,” Bloom
wrote, A second facior thal ades credibility to Jane Doe's claim is the patiern suggestec by Trumps bengvior with his ex-wie hvana and
hie dealings with Jill Harth {both discussed above). Bloom reinforced Harth's cred bility:

Recenty Donald Trump issusd & statement thal women's claims of sexusl narassment. documented in a langihy ke York

Times :mestigaiion (Mey 15} which included Ms Harth's lawswst, were ‘made up" Jé Harth resgponded angnlfy on Twitler izs! weelk: “My
part was true. | didn't talie As usual you opered your beg mouth * In cther words, she is standing by her stany

The third factcr adding credibsity to the allegat:ons agamst Trump, Bloom argued, was the imemal consistency o Jane Doe's compaint as
vl ai its cofrespondeice o verfigble Facls outside the case. Alter analyzing Jane Doe's complainl, Per affickavil, and b witistss aflidail
=" B exceedngly rave Tor B sexual assault victim to have a withess” — Bigom conciuded

... hsed o e recond Ihus Bar, Jacoe Doe's claims appear credibho. Mi. Epsbein's own sexual orimes and parlies wilh underage girks ane
wes gocumented, as = Mr. Treenp's relaticrship with hir Swo decades ago in Mew York City. . Powerfusy, Jane Doe appears 1o have

N wyewtnessto all aspocts of her claim, & wilhoss who appeas o have put ereell i subslantial danger by coming foreand, because at a
rrardmium b Epsdedn kncws her true identdity.

Bloom is alrmost alona in saying Jane Doa's "clems el seber corsiceslon ind Pveshgation ” The intercept (June 30) axplves
Trenp's Irequent metoncal use of rape imagesdy - e Trang-Pacilic Partnesshsp = "a rape of our counlry” = and wonders [ he realy
understants wis rmod 5 Wiile the intercept refers [ Bloony's atcle. # coes not call for further exanmmation of Trums's achors, providng
an ironie dlustration of Bloom's ciosng argument: “What do you call B nabon that refuses even 1o look at secvual asasult claims against a
man saeiang o kad the free wordd? Rape cuthure '

Ay cow inal of Jane Doe's claams, if there ever & ane, will be much further n the fulure than the next presidental elechion. Pressdent
Cliréon's ugly sexual hesicsy olfess a stark wamning to victims as to Rst how hard 2 & to get a fair eanng againe sexual predators 2t the
pinnacie of Amencen power, Clinfon's abdng popularty = a measune of the extent fo which the U S, 5 a rape culture. Even # ihe child
rape charges aganst Trumo were proved beyond 8 ressonable doubt tomorrow, there's no 2sswance that would b him in the polls
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