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Funding: Sc far only one candidate on site's list

If you want to know who is giving how much money to what peliticians in New Mexico races during

most of the summer and earcly fall, youre pretty much out of luck.

The way state campaign laws are set up, candidates for state and county offices don't file any

financial=-disclosure reports between July & and Oct. 9.
However, a conservatiwve blogger from Cedar Crest has created a Web site called Ethical Reporting ==
subtitled The Campaign Finance Reporting Blog for Politicians With NHothing to Hide —— on which

candidates can post thelr contributicns, expenses and in=-kind donaticons as they come in.

Burgos has been a critiec of the secretary of state's Heb =ite, saying it's difficult to use and
virtually impossible to ssarch.

"I'm an active Republican with a conservative blog who has run for political office in the past,™
Burgos

saya on hi=s =ite. "How that we have that ocut in the

ocpen, please know that this site will remain strletly nonpartizan.®

He later told me: "Nothing would make me happier than for Dems to participate as well.®
Burgos salid he ran the idea by Matt Brix, executlve director of New Mexlico Common Cause.

wr

think it's a pretty creative effort on Mario's part,™ Brix said. "I would definitely encourage
candldates to use 1it."

o far, only one candidate 13 on the slte's List of Ethical Politiclans. That'as state Rep. Kathy
McCoy, of Cedar Crest, who won her seat in 2004 after defeating Burgos in the Republican primarcy.
She's posted all donations and expenditures she ilnecurred since the July & report.

Mooy Ls a member of the state task foree that iz recommending changes in ethlcs and campalgn
laws. ™I thought it was appropriate as a task-force member to take this first step,"™ she said.

McCoy is running against Demccratic challenger Janice Saxton of Placitas.

Burgos == who spent about 20 hours owver the past three weeks and less than 5200 creating the site --
gald readers <an add comments about lndividual contributlions. "If somebody's gettling money L[rom
somecne who's dealing with the state, you can post a comment,™ he sald. Candidates in turen can
respond to the comments, he sald.

But he admitted there is one drawkback: You can't elick a button and total how much Mooy or
future participantas have raked in or spent.

" "

I'm not a programmer.”™ Burgos sald., _
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