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;7B1  News Briefing 

TO: THE DIRECTOR AND SENIOR STAFF 
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TODAY'S TABLE OF CONTENTS

LEADING THE NEWS 
• Wisconsin National Guard Called In After Violent Protests Sparked By Police Shooting. 

PROTESTS 
• FBI Finds Threat That Closed Portland Federal Buildings Was Unsubstantiated. 
• Morgan: Violence In Cities Due To Failure Of State And Local Leadership. 
• Chief: Detroit Police Prevented Protesters From Setting Up "Zone Of Lawlessness." 
• Appeals Court Pares Back Federal Anti-Riot Act. 

COUNTER-TERRORISM 
• More Than A Dozen Killed, 75 Wounded In ISIS-Linked Bombing In Philippines. 

COUNTER-INTELLIGENCE 

• Chinese Researcher At Texas A&M Charged With Fraud And Conspiracy. 
• FBI FISA Requests Now Detail Whether Target Is Government Source. 
• Graham Says He Will Subpoena Priestap. 
• Federal Government Has Made Progress, But Not Implemented, 2016 Election Security 
Recommendations. 
• NRO To Launch Intelligence Satellite Wednesday. 
• German Doctors Say Navalny Was Poisoned. 
• Researchers Say Russian-Backed Organizations "Amplifying QAnon Conspiracy Theories." 
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• Austria Expels Russian Diplomat, Spurring Reprisal. 
• Former CIA Official Among Whose Doubting Kim Jong-Un Coma Rumor. 
• Danes Suspend Defense Intelligence Chief Following Accusations Of Spying On Citizens. 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS 
• Federal Authorities Move Toward Resolution Of Probe Of George Floyd Killing. 
• Kentucky AG Mulls Charges In Breonna Taylor Probe. 
• Georgia Prisoner Sentenced For Mailing Threats To Federal Judges. 
• Arrest Made In RNC Security Violation. 
• Attorneys Say South Carolina Pastor Is Victim Of Extortion. 
• California Supreme Court Overturns Death Penalty For Scott Peterson. 
• Two Sentenced For Online Sex Crimes In Georgia. 
• Man Charged In Shootout With Border Agents In Arizona. 
• FBI Offers Reward For Information On New Jersey Gang Member. 
• Former Georgia Public Official Sentenced Over Misappropriation Of Taxes. 
• West Virginia Man Sentenced Over Drug Trafficking. 
• Washington State Individuals Charged Over Public Corruption. 
• Two Members Of Violent Florida Gang Sentenced On Drug, Shooting Charges. 
• Continuing Coverage: FBI Investigating Disappearance Of Georgia Woman In Florida. 
• FBI Investigating Cold Cases In Illinois. 
• Illinois Men Appear In Court Over Bank Robbery. 
• Continuing Coverage: FBI Sex Trafficking Sting Results In 12 Arrests In Maryland. 
• FBI Investigated Arson On Wisconsin Tribal Land. 
• Two More Sentenced In Georgia Child Sex Sting. 
• Texas Woman Pleads Not Guilty To Child Pornography Charges. 
• FBI: Missing New Jersey Girl Was Likely Kidnapped In Crime Of Opportunity. 
• FBI Searching For Kansas City, Missouri Armed Robbery Suspect. 
• FBI Probing Two Cleveland, Ohio Bank Robberies. 
• FBI Seeking Suspect In Colorado Bank Robbery. 

EMPLOYMENT 
• FBI Looks To Hire More Women. 

FINANCIAL CRIME & CORPORATE SCANDALS 
• Pandemic Spawning Scams More Than Any Recent Event. 
• FBI: $3M In Stolen Ventilators Recovered In Florida. 
• Jury Begins Deliberations In Northern Marianas Corruption Case. 
• FBI Warns Of Using Facebook Marketplace For Used Cars. 
• FBI Searching Massachusetts Storage Facility. 

CYBER DIVISION 

• Indian Citizen Pleads Guilty In Rhode Island To Tech Support Phone Scam. 
• FBI, CISA Warn Of Surge In Voice Call Phishing Scams. 
• Nakasone Details Newly Aggressive Cyber Effort. 
• TikTok Sues Trump Administration To Overturn Executive Order. 
• Zoom Experienced Outages During First Day Of School For Many. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES 

• Interior Department Announces Increased Seizures Of Illegal Drugs. 

OTHER FBI NEWS 

• FBI Agent Charged In 2018 Texas Shooting. 
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• Scheduled Execution Of Navajo Man Raises Sovereignty Concerns. 
• Woman Who Killed FBI Agent In 2008 Seeks Release From Prison After Contracting COVID-19. 

OTHER WASHINGTON NEWS 

• In Visit To North Carolina, Trump Praises Farmers For Pandemic Food Program. 
• Trump: Plasma Treatment Will Reduce Mortality "By At Least 35%." 
• Atlas: Prolonged Lockdowns Are Harmful To Country. 
• Meadows Says President, Congress Could Agree On Coronavirus Aid. 
• Wilkie Says There Are Only Four COVID Cases In VA Nursing Homes. 
• AstraZeneca Denies White House Fast-Tracking Its COVID Vaccine. 
• Experts Credit Restrictions With Decreasing Number Of Cases. 
• Missouri Democratic Gubernatorial Candidate Proposes Mask Mandate. 
• WSJournal Praises Georgia's Pandemic Response. 
• Florida Judge Blocks State Order For Schools To Reopen. 
• New York City Schools To Have Outside Classes Option. 
• Northeastern Revokes Admissions For Those Who Said They Would Attend Or Host Parties. 
• New York AG Investigating Whether Trump Inflated Asset Values To Get Loans, Tax Benefits. 
• Vance Agrees To Hold Off Enforcing Subpoena For Trump's Tax Returns. 
• Cohen In Talks To Appear In Ads For Democratic PAC. 
• Morgan: President Has Delivered On Immigration Promises. 
• DHS Reviewing DACA With An Eye On Phasing It Out. 
• Volunteers Build Makeshift School In Mexico For Children Seeking US Asylum. 
• Trump To Order Federal Agencies To Move Offices To Opportunity Zones. 
• As Eviction Moratoriums End, Demand Increases For Legal Assistance. 
• DeJoy Tells House Panel He Is Not "Sabotaging The Election." 
• Politico Analysis: Schumer Has Shifted Leftward Along With His Party. 
• Laura Could Be Most Powerful Storm To Hit Gulf Coast Since Katrina, Rita. 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
• Researchers Document First COVID Reinfection Case. 
• US Military Delivers COVID Equipment To Honduras. 
• WHO Recommends Children Wear Masks In Some Circumstances. 
• Esper: US Prepared To Counter China. 
• Pompeo Urges Other Arab Countries To Follow UAE In Recognizing Israel. 
• US Envoy Meets With Belarusian Opposition Leader. 
• Bolsonaro's Popularity Rising Despite COVID Response. 
• Canada's Conservative Party Chooses O'Toole As New Leader. 
• Baker: Biden's Supporters Eager To Roll Back Trump's Foreign Policy. 

THE BIG PICTURE 

• Headlines From Today's Front Pages. 

WASHINGTON'S SCHEDULE 
• Today's Events In Washington. 

LEADING THE NEWS 

Wisconsin National Guard Called In After Violent Protests Sparked By Police Shooting. 

WFRV-TVVi Green Bay, WI (8/24, 11K) reported that Kenosha, Wisconsin "faced a night of 
intense protests after police appeared to shoot a Black man in the back." During the protests, 

"the county courthouse was damaged along with cars at a local dealership." WD3T-TVVI

EFTA01658427



Milwaukee (8/24, 19K) recounted "protesters clashed with police," who "used tear gas to break-
up the crowd." WDJT added "vehicles were set on fire, including a garbage truck and a car lot," 
and "businesses were damaged and looted." 

Says the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (8/24, Carson, Jones, 632K), "Among the damaged 
buildings: the public library, the Dinosaur Discovery Museum, the Harborside Academy charter 
school, a law firm, the USPS building and the county register of deeds." The Journal Sentinel 
adds "many who walked up said they couldn't believe the situation plaguing so many other 
American cities happened in Kenosha." In an online report, Fox News (8/24, Pagones, 27.59M) 
focuses on the Kenosha "car dealership...targeted by rioters," which "multiple reports 
identified...as belonging to Car Source, a pre-owned vehicle dealership located on Sheridan 
Avenue. ... Prior to the overnight destruction, Car Source had more than 140 vehicles available 
for sale, according to its website." 

Breitbart (8/24, Gwinn, 673K) reports the crowd of protesters included "at least two 
armed rioters," and "blocked a police armored car from proceeding down a street. After a 
standoff, the police began throwing tear gas canisters from the top of the vehicle to disperse 
the crowd," and "moments later, gunshots rang out after one of the protesters appeared to 
open fire." 

The AP (8/24, Webber, Gash) reports on Monday, Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers (D) 
"summoned the National Guard for fear of another round of violent protests Monday" in 
Kenosha following what the AP calls "the police shooting of a Black man under murky 
circumstances." Evers said the National Guard would be charged with "guarding infrastructure 
and making sure our firefighters and others involved are protected." WEAU-TVVI Eau Claire, WI 
(8/24, 11K) indicated Evers also said he "was calling a special session of the legislature on 
policing accountability and transparency on August 31." 

The AP (8/24, Webber, Gash) indicates that Evers was also "quick to condemn the 
bloodshed, saying that while not all details were known, 'what we know for certain is that he is 
not the first Black man or person to have been shot or injured or mercilessly killed at the hands 
of individuals in law enforcement in our state or our country." 

The New York Times (8/24, Bosman, 18.61M) recounts that witness "Annie Hurst stepped 
outside the cream-colored house where she has lived for 53 years on Sunday afternoon and 
saw something that made her freeze in fear." An officer "was aiming his gun at Jacob Blake, her 
neighbor, as he tried to get into his car with three of his children in the back seat. The officer 
grabbed him by his shirt and fired several times, shooting him in the back." Reuters (8/24, 
Layne, Trotta) says that "after being rushed to a hospital, Blake was out of surgery and in 
stable condition, his father told news media on Monday." Noting the video of the incident, 
Reuters adds "it was unknown whether the officers saw something inside the vehicle that 
caused them to fire on Blake." 

Mola Lenghi of the CBS Evening NewsVi (8/24, story 10, 2:05, O'Donnell, 4.21M) 
recounted that "two of the officers involved in the shooting were placed on leave during the 
investigation," as "overnight, anger turned to vandalism. Some set city vehicles ablaze while 
officers and riot gear clashed with others." 

On ABC World News TonightVi (8/24, story 2, 2:05, Muir, 7.23M), Alex Perez reported on 
the "disturbing video throwing a city into turmoil," with the "community...preparing for possibly 
more destructive protests." ABC added that "much of the small downtown area now looks like 
this, completely boarded up." Gabe Gutierrez of NBC Nightly NewsVi (8/24, story 3, 2:25, Holt, 
6.03M) also said "businesses...are boarded up, nervous about another potentially violent night." 
Lyna Postuchow, a "business owner," was shown saying, "It was horrifying. To sit there and see 
it, and know you couldn't do anything, you know. We literally put our entire lives into this 
business." 

The Washington Post (8/24, Peiser, Berman, 14.2M) reports "the Kenosha shooting made 
the lakefront city of about 100,000 residents the new epicenter of a movement that has roiled 
America this summer, ever since the video footage of [George] Floyd, pinned beneath a 
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Minneapolis police officer's knee and pleading for air, circulated on Memorial Day." The Wall 
Street Journal (8/24, Ailworth, Subscription Publication, 7.57M), among other news outlets, 
also reports the story. 

County Officials Upset Guard Wasn't Sent In Earlier. The Kenosha (WI) News 
(8/24, Tatge-Rozell, 63K) recounts that "Kenosha County Emergency Management Director Lt. 
Horace Staples said the declaration of a State of Emergency at 11 p.m. Sunday started the 
process of activating the deployment." Kenosha County supervisors Terry Rose and Zach 
Rodriguez "said Monday they feel 'someone dropped the ball." Said Rodriguez, "Myself and 
other supervisors were knocking on the doors of other supervisors at 2 a.m. because the 
National Guard hadn't been sent to Kenosha." 

USA Today (8/24, Yancey-Bragg, Culver, 10.31M) indicates that "by late Sunday, multiple 
vehicles were set ablaze and windows were smashed along city thoroughfares as crowds faced 
off with law enforcement," as "officers in riot gear stood in lines and SWAT vehicles remained on 
the streets to move people away from city buildings despite the declaration of an overnight 
curfew." 

Police Union Urges Public To Withhold Judgment, Slams Evers' "Irresponsible" 
Statement. The Kenosha (WI) News (8/24, 63K) reports "Pete Deates, president of the 
Kenosha Professional Police Association," issued a statement saying, "Anytime deadly force is 
used, our hearts go out to those affected by it. We assure you an independent investigation is 
being conducted by the Wisconsin Department of Justice, Division of Criminal Investigation." 
Until its completion, "we ask that you withhold prejudgment about the incident and please the 
let process take place. Governor Evers' statement on the incident was wholly irresponsible and 
not reflective of the hardworking members of the law enforcement community, not to mention 
the citizens of the City of Kenosha." Moreover, added Deates, "the video currently circulating 
does not capture all the intricacies of a highly dynamic incident." 

NBC Nightly NewsVi (8/24, story 3, 2:25, Holt, 6.03M) showed Lt. Gov. Mandela Barnes 
(D) saying, "This was not an accident. This wasn't bad police work. This felt like some sort of 
vendetta being taken out on a member of our community." 

Biden Calls For Police Accountability And Denounces "Systemic Racism," Doesn't 
Condemn Riots. Axios (8/24, Allassan, 521K) reports "Joe Biden on Monday called for 'an 
immediate, full and transparent investigation" into the shooting of Blake. Biden said on 
Facebook, "Mills morning, the nation wakes up yet again with grief and outrage that yet 
another Black American is a victim of excessive force. This calls for an immediate, full and 
transparent investigation and the officers must be held accountable. ... Equal justice has not 
been real for Black Americans and so many others. We are at an inflection point. We must 
dismantle systemic racism. It is the urgent task before us." 

The CNBC (8/24, Pramuk, 3.62M) website and the New York Post (8/24, Fitz-Gibbon, 
4.57M), among other news outlets, also carry Biden's statement. Breitbart (8/24, Pollak, 673K) 
reports, meanwhile, that Biden "failed to condemn the rioting, looting, and arson that followed 
throughout the working-class city." 

WPost Calls Wisconsin Shooting A "Sickening Deja Vu." The Washington Post 
(8/24, 14.2M) asks in an editorial, "Shouldn't police by now be on notice to stop using 
unwarranted - and too often deadly - force against Black men and women?" To the Post, "there 
is a sickening deja vu...to watching the 20-second clip of video footage of Sunday's incident in" 
Kenosha, WI. The Post concludes that "neither noncompliance with a police order nor 
unconnected past crimes justifies a death sentence, and it is unacceptable to try to use those 
excuses. Enough is enough." 

PROTESTS 

FBI Finds Threat That Closed Portland Federal Buildings Was Unsubstantiated. 
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The Oregonian (8/24, Ryan, 1M) reports, "A threat that closed all the federal buildings in 
Portland last week has been declared unsubstantiated." According to the Oregonian, "The 
threat, which came in Thursday, prompted an FBI investigation and the closure of Portland's 
Mark O. Hatfield United States Courthouse and other federal buildings. The courthouse and at 
least one other federal building were back open Monday. It wasn't immediately clear if all 
federal buildings had reopened." 

KPTV-TV Portland, OR (8/24, 177K) reports, "On Friday, the FBI confirmed an 
investigation into a threat. No specific details were released about the threat. As a result, 
federal buildings were closed, some businesses shut down for the day and the city of Portland 
advised employees to leave the downtown area Friday 'out of an abundance of caution." On 
Monday, the FBI "reported that investigators had not developed information that the reported 
threat against federal buildings was credible. The FBI investigation took place as continuing 
protests have taken place in Portland, many near the Justice Center downtown, with numerous 
demonstrations being declared riots by law enforcement." 

Portland Police Use Tear Gas To Disperse Protesters. The AP (8/24) reports, 
"Police in Portland used tear gas early Monday to scatter demonstrators who marched on a 
precinct station in another night of violence - hurling rocks, bottles, commercial-grade 
fireworks at officers and setting fires in the streets." Police arrested 23 people. The AP adds that 
"the protests have gripped Oregon's largest city for months since the police killing of George 
Floyd" and on Sunday night, "demonstrators in Portland...chanted the name Jacob Blake." 

Portland Police: Protests Preventing Them From Answering Calls For Help. The 
Daily Caller (8/24, Lyman, 716K), meanwhile, reports, "35 officers in Portland were pulled away 
from patrol duty after a riot was declared Sunday evening, leaving some 80 other emergency 
calls on hold, according to Portland Police Bureau (PPB)." In a statement, the PPB said, "The 
event forced the assistance of about 35 officers from patrol, severely limiting call response. As 
the riot was ending, there were 80 calls holding in the city, ranging from shots fired, car 
crashes, welfare checks, priority threats, missing persons, and more." 

Morgan: Violence In Cities Due To Failure Of State And Local Leadership. 

In an interview with Fox BusinessVi (8/24, 50K), Acting CBP Commissioner Morgan said of 
ongoing protests around the country, "Violence is not the answer to go and burn and destroy 
your own city. In the reaction to something like this is not the way." About protests in Portland, 
Morgan said, "These are anarchist criminal opportunists. These are thugs. What you're seeing in 
Portland for 90 days Maria we've talked about this. This is a complete failure of local and state 
leadership. They could end this if they chose to do so and they have refused. ... Oregon state 
police came down for a little while you saw a drop in violence they left, and now the violence 
increases." Asked what the federal government should do, Morgan said, "Someone is going to 
die in that city because of the failure of local and state leadership." 

Chief: Detroit Police Prevented Protesters From Setting Up "Zone Of Lawlessness." 

The Detroit News (8/24, Hunter, 825K) reports, "Officers used force to prevent protesters from 
setting up a 'Seattle zone of lawlessness' during demonstrations that turned violent Saturday, 
the city's police chief said Monday." Detroit police chief James Craig "made the comment while 
there are multiple internal investigations to determine whether any officers acted improperly 
during the skirmishes." Said Craig, "I am not going to let any group set up a Seattle zone of 
lawlessness here in the city of Detroit. That is non-negotiable." 

The Detroit Free Press (8/24, 1.52M) reports that a "top Detroit police official who once 
took a knee in solidarity with protesters outside public safety headquarters delivered a harsh 
message Monday to the group that has led nightly protests all summer: 'To Detroit Will 
Breathe: You're not welcome. Go." Craig "also criticized the protesters as manipulative and 
claiming police brutality while ignoring the actions of their supporters, who he says have thrown 
objects at police and damaged police vehicles." 
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Appeals Court Pares Back Federal Anti-Riot Act. 

Politico (8/24, Gerstein, 4.29M) reports a federal appeals court has "narrowed an anti-riot law 
the Trump administration is wielding to bring federal charges against individuals accused of 
fueling civil unrest following the death of George Floyd." However, the Fourth Circuit Court of 
Appeals "upheld the use of the federal statute against two California men convicted of spurring 
violence in connection with the white supremacist Unite the Right rally in Charlottesville, Va. in 
August 2017, Michael Miselis and Benjamin Daley." The three-judge appeals court panel 
"unanimously concluded that language in the Anti-Riot Act that makes it a crime to ̀ encourage,' 
`promote' or urge a riot is unconstitutionally overbroad because it encompasses speech 
protected by the First Amendment." 

COUNTER-TERRORISM 

More Than A Dozen Killed, 75 Wounded In ISIS-Linked Bombing In Philippines. 

The AP (8/24, Gomez) reports militants allied with ISIS "set off a powerful motorcycle explosive 
followed by a suicide bombing that together killed 14 people on Monday, many of them soldiers, 
in the worst extremist attack in the Philippines this year, military officials said." At least 75 were 
wounded in the bombings in Jolo town in southern Sulu province. There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for the attacks, "but the military blamed an Abu Sayyaf militant 
commander, Mundi Sawadjaan, who has been linked to suicide bombings in recent years in 
Sulu." 

COUNTER-INTELLIGENCE

Chinese Researcher At Texas A&M Charged With Fraud And Conspiracy. 

The Washington Times (8/24, Dinan, 492K) reports Zhengdong Cheng, a researcher at Texas 
A&M on a NASA-funded contract, "has been charged with fraud and conspiracy" for "working as 
a Chinese researcher at the same time he was taking U.S. government money." Cheng was 
"part of China's Thousands Talents Program that seeks to illicitly siphon U.S. research." His 
research at Texas A&M included "access to International Space Station resources," according to 
FBI Special Agent Benjamin Harper. 

The Houston Chronicle (8/24, Ketterer, 730K) reports Cheng led a research team where 
"he willfully took steps to obscure his affiliations and collaboration with a Chinese University 
and at least one Chinese-owned company," according to the Justice Department. The AP (8/24, 
Tucker) reports, "Cheng faces charges of wire fraud, conspiracy and false statements, according 
to a criminal complaint released by the Justice Department on Monday. He was arrested 
Sunday." According to the AP, "The case against Cheng is part of a pattern of Justice 
Department prosecutions against researchers at American universities who are accused of 
concealing their professional relationships with Chinese universities. The Trump administration 
has been particularly concerned that professors could exploit their ties to China, and their 
participation in talent recruitment programs, to steal intellectual property for Beijing's economic 
benefit." 

The Dallas Morning News (8/24, Benning, 946K) reports, "According to the complaint, 
Cheng is not allowed to participate, collaborate or coordinate not only with China, but with any 
Chinese university or Chinese-owned company, under the terms of his grant. According to the 
criminal complaint, which was unsealed Monday, Cheng attempted to obscure his personal 
affiliations with a Chinese university and at least one Chinese company for several years." The 
Morning News adds, "Special Agent in Charge, Mark Zielinksi, said NASA's funding restrictions 
are put in place to protect taxpayer-financed research dollars and intellectual property. 
Zieliknski, who is also the NASA Office of Inspector General (OIG) - Eastern Field Office, said 
that the government will continue to pursue anybody who attempts to cover up affiliations with 
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Chinese institutions. `These alleged actions came to light through the tireless work of the FBI-
Bryan Resident Agency and NASA-OIG investigative teams,' said Perrye K. Turner, FBI Houston 
Special Agent in Charge." Courthouse News (8/24, Langford, 2K) , KBTX-TV College Station, TX 
(8/24, DeMoss, 91K) , and the Washington Examiner (8/24, Dunleavy, 448K) also report. 

Dozens Of American Universities Hosting Confucius Institute Despite Scrutiny. 
The Washington Free Beacon (8/24, Kakutani, 78K) reports, "Dozens of universities, including 
Columbia and Stanford, are hosting the Chinese government-funded Confucius Institute despite 
increasing scrutiny from the federal government." The universities "appear to be unfazed by the 
Trump administration's decision last week to designate" the Confucius Institute as a "foreign 
mission." Despite the move, "nearly 50 colleges and universities will continue their partnership 
with Confucius Institute programs." 

FBI FISA Requests Now Detail Whether Target Is Government Source. 

The Washington Examiner (8/24, Dunleavy, 448K) reports a Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Act reform "undertaken by the FBI is implementing more stringent requirements for asking 
whether a possible target has been a source for the US government." The change was revealed 
"following a related guilty plea in U.S. Attorney John Durham's inquiry into the Russia 
investigation." FBI Acting General Counsel Dawn Browning submitted a "declaration to the 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court that was made public Monday." The filing "said that 
updated FISA request forms, specifically related to requests for business records and the use of 
pen register and trap and trace devices, `include a number of improvements,' including 
`questions about whether the target or subject of the request was previously interviewed by, or 
served as a confidential human source, asset, or operational contact of, the FBI, any other 
government agency, or a foreign government." 

Graham Says He Will Subpoena Priestap. 

The Washington Examiner (8/24, Dunleavy, 448K) reports Senate Judiciary Chairman Lindsay 
Graham "said he plans to subpoena Bill Priestap, a key leader in the FBI's Trump-Russia 
investigation, after pushback from the former bureau official's lawyer." Graham told Fox News' 
Sunday Morning Futures "that he is escalating his effort to interview the FBI's former head of 
counterintelligence." Graham "said he believes Priestap gave misleading information to the 
Senate Intelligence Committee in 2018 about the reliability of British ex-spy Christopher 
Steele's discredited dossier." Graham said, "I don't know what Mr. Priestap did or didn't do, but 
I know the briefing given to the Intel Committee was an absolute lie about the reliability of the 
subsource. ... It does sound to me like there was an effort to mislead the Senate Intel 
Committee." 

Federal Government Has Made Progress, But Not Implemented, 2016 Election 
Security Recommendations. 

Politico (8/24, Starks, 4.29M) reports the federal government has "largely implemented the 
election security recommendations that the FBI, the Department of Homeland Security and 
NIST" issued in 2016, a "reflection of slow but steady progress that has nonetheless left room 
for improvement." The agencies advised "designating elections as critical infrastructure" and 
"suggested that DHS work with NIST and the Election Assistance Commission to incorporate the 
latest cybersecurity best practices into a new version of the Voluntary Voting System 
Guidelines." Many of the recommendations have been implemented, however, Politico says 
there are still some gaps including "no information-sharing alliance for U.S. political parties, nor 
is there a formal Election Infrastructure Cyber Response Plan." At the same time, "the growing 
problem of disinformation underscores the fact that some of the biggest election security 
threats target minds, not machines, and cannot be solved by security scans or threat indicator 
sharing." 
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NRO To Launch Intelligence Satellite Wednesday. 

C4ISR & Networks (8/24, Strout) reports the National Reconnaissance Office is "set to launch a 
new intelligence payload into orbit in the early hours of the morning on Aug. 26." The NROL-44 
mission has been cleared for liftoff "at 2:16 a.m. EDT from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station in 
Florida." The classified payload arrived "in Florida in late July and was integrated with the rocket 
in early August." The launch will use a "United Launch Alliance Delta IV Heavy rocket." The 
mission will be NRO's fourth this year. 

German Doctors Say Navalny Was Poisoned. 

The Washington Post (8/24, Glucroft, Khurshudyan, 14.2M) reports Russian opposition leader 
Alexsei Navalny "was poisoned, Berlin's Charito hospital said in a statement Monday, citing 
clinical results that contradicted Russian doctors and corroborated claims that an attempt had 
been made on the Kremlin critic's life." Although the exact substance "that poisoned Navalny is 
not yet known, it is believed to be a cholinesterase inhibitor, Charite's statement said, adding 
that the effect of the toxin - blocking cholinesterase, an enzyme needed for the proper 
functioning of the nervous system - was confirmed several times by independent laboratories." 
The hospital said that "another broad analysis has been initiated" and that Navalny remains in a 
medically induced coma but "there is no acute danger to his life." He is being given "atropine, a 
medication used to treat certain types of nerve agent and pesticide poisonings." 

The New York Times (8/24, Eddy, Kramer, 18.61M) reports Navalny, who became ill "on a 
domestic flight in Russia, was under round-the-clock guard at the Berlin hospital where his 
family transferred him Saturday after what now appears to be yet another attack signaling 
Russia's status as an outlaw nation." While used medically to "treat Alzheimer's and other forms 
of dementia, in some forms they are also found in chemical weapons and pesticides." The 
Russian health ministry is "challenging the German findings," but a doctor at the "Siberian 
hospital where the dissident was initially taken said after the German announcement that the 
patient had been given an antidote often used against nerve agents." The German doctors "said 
that they expected Mr. Navalny to survive. but that it was too early to gauge the long-term 
effects of the attack." 

The Wall Street Journal (8/24, Boston, Grove, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports 
following the doctors' determination, German Chancellor Angela Merkel asked Russia to 
investigate the attack. In a joint statement, Merkel and Foreign Minister Heiko Maas said, 
"Those responsible must be identified and brought to justice." Earlier in the day, Merkel's 
spokesman suggested that the attack could be linked to the Kremlin. Navalny has been guarded 
by officers from Germany's BKA, the country's equivalent to the FBI. 

The Guardian (UK) (8/24, Harding, 4.19M) reports chemical and biological counter-
terrorism expert Hamish de De Bretton-Gordon "said it was unclear how the poison may have 
been delivered, but he said nerve agents could be put in liquid such as tea or absorbed via the 
skin." Bretton-Gordon also "said it was also possible that Navalny had been poisoned with an 
organophosphate or pesticide." 

The Hill (8/24, Wise, 2.98M) also reports. 
Bloomberg: US Needs "Realistic Russia Strategy." In an editorial published in 

Yahoo! News/Bloomberg Opinion (8/24, 12.82M), Bloomberg says the poisoning of Alexei 
Navalny "underscores the dangers Russians face for speaking out against President Vladimir 
Putin" and is a "warning to those currently protesting for democratic change in neighboring 
Belarus." They argue, "So long as Putin remains at the helm, Russia will continue to pose a 
serious threat to democratic values, in its periphery and beyond." The editorial concludes that 
"consistent messaging, tougher deterrence measures and resolute support for allies are 
essential to a successful strategy." 

Opinion: "Time For President Trump" To Confront Putin. In an op-ed for The 
Washington Examiner (8/24, 448K), Tom Rogan writes, "It's time for President Trump to raise 
the dissident's fate with Russian President Vladimir Putin." 
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Researchers Say Russian-Backed Organizations "Amplifying QAnon Conspiracy 
Theories." 

Reuters (8/24, Menn) reports Russian government-supported organizations are "playing a small 
but increasing role amplifying conspiracy theories promoted by QAnon, raising concerns of 
interference in the November US election." QAnon has been "named by the FBI as a potential 
instigator of domestic terrorism, and followers have been charged with making a terror threat, 
murder and other crimes." Alethea Group disinformation expert Cindy Otis, "a former CIA 
analyst, said RT, Sputnik and other Kremlin-backed media have been writing more about 
QAnon, using it to fit into" a broader narrative of US decline. 

The Daily Beast (8/24, Davis, 1.39M) also reports. 

Austria Expels Russian Diplomat, Spurring Reprisal. 

Reuters (8/24, Murphy) reports from Vienna that Austria is expelling a Russian diplomat "for 
breaching the Vienna Convention governing diplomats' privileges and immunities, an Austrian 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said on Monday in what a tabloid newspaper reported as an 
economic espionage case." The spokesman said, "His behaviour is not in accordance with the 
Vienna Convention." 

The AP (8/24) reports Russia's Foreign Ministry summoned "Austrian Ambassador 
Johannes Aigner later Monday and said that in response to Vienna's move it had declared an 
unidentified Austrian diplomat persona non grata in Russia." Austrian daily newspaper Kronen 
Zeitung "reported that the Russian diplomat has until Sept. 1 to leave and said, without citing 
sources, that he allegedly had been engaged for years in economic espionage at a technology 
firm with the help of an Austrian citizen." In a statement posted on its website, the Russian 
Embassy said it was "appalled by the unfounded decision of the Austrian authorities, which is 
damaging to constructive Russian-Austrian relations." 

Former CIA Official Among Whose Doubting Kim Jong-Un Coma Rumor. 

The Washington Times (8/24, Taylor, 492K) reports a former high-level CIA official "and other 
North Korea analysts downplayed reports Monday that North Korean leader Kim Jong-un is in a 
coma, asserting the reclusive young dictator is likely keeping a low profile amid the North's 
recent COVID-19 outbreak and a delicate and difficult time in denuclearization talks." According 
to former CIA Korea Deputy Division Chief Bruce Klingner, referencing recent reports that Kim is 
serious ill and in a coma, and that his "increasingly high-profile sister, Kim Yo Jong," is 
assuming leadership, said, "Long-time Korea watchers are the most skeptical of rumors of a 
North Korean leader's incapacitation or death, having endured countless false reports." 
Alexandre Mansourov, a "longtime North Korea expert who teaches at Georgetown University's 
Center for Security Studies," and David Maxwell, a "former US Special Forces officer and North 
Korea expert with the Foundation for Defense of Democracies," have also expressed doubts 
about the rumor. 

LATimes: North Korean Threat Has Worsened Under Trump Administration. The 
Los Angeles Times (8/24, Bierman, 4.64M) reports that as President Trump "faces the prospect 
of possibly turning over the presidency to Joe Biden," there is "little evidence the danger" of a 
nuclear North Korea "has been reduced, despite the most sustained and aggressive diplomacy 
of Trump's tenure." The Times writes "if anything, North Korea poses a greater threat, according 
to Korea specialists: The country has tested and developed more weapons; its leader, Kim Jong 
Un, has become less isolated; and international resolve to confront North Korea has weakened 
after Trump's three meetings with Kim." According to Jun Pak, who "helped with transition 
efforts at the CIA when Trump took office and is now an informal advisor to Biden," orth Korea 
wants to be "like an India or Pakistan," and, "Everybody just looks the other way." 

Korean Barter Program "Hits Sanctions Hurdle." Reuters (8/24, Cha, Smith) 
reports a South Korean farming cooperative's "150 million won ($127,000) plan to barter sugar 
for North Korean liquor and food products may be in trouble before it even starts, a South 
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Korean lawmaker said on Monday." The deal, brokered by "a Chinese company, was signed in 
June with five North Korean trading firms, though it still needs approval from Seoul's Unification 
Ministry, which oversees inter-Korean affairs." According to a South Korean lawmaker "briefed 
by the ministry at an intelligence committee hearing on Monday, at least one of the North 
Korean companies involved may be under international sanctions, potentially jeopardizing the 
deal." In a statement, the Unification Ministry "said it had not yet made a final decision on the 
proposed deal, and that the company was only one of several involved." The plan comes as 
South Korea "pushes to restart inter-Korean cooperation without breaching international 
sanctions banning financial transactions and economic joint ventures with North Korea, imposed 
over its nuclear and missile programmes." 

Danes Suspend Defense Intelligence Chief Following Accusations Of Spying On 
Citizens. 

The AP (8/24) reports that the Danish government said that Lars Findsen, the head of the 
Danish Defense Intelligence Service, has been "relieved of duty for the time being," along with 
a pair of other employees. The AP adds that in a brief statement on Monday, Defense Minister 
Trine Bramsen "gave no reason as to why the three employees were suspended." 

However, the Telegraph WC. (8/24, Orange, 956K) reports that the "suspension came just 
an hour and a half before Denmark's intelligence watchdog dropped the bombshell conclusions 
of its ten-month investigation into material passed to it by one of more whistleblowers." BBC 
World News (UK) (8/24, 3.28M) reports that the DDIS "is said to have been spying on Danish 
citizens over the past six years. ... According to local media, the Defence Intelligence Service is 
accused of failing to investigate allegations of espionage in the armed services. It has also been 
accused of obtaining and passing on information about Danish citizens." 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS 

Federal Authorities Move Toward Resolution Of Probe Of George Floyd Killing. 

The Minneapolis Star Tribune (8/24, Montemayor, 1.04M) reports, "Spurred by intense public 
scrutiny and political pressure, federal authorities are moving faster in their investigation of 
possible criminal civil rights crimes in the May 25 death of George Floyd in Minneapolis police 
custody than what has been customary in recent decades." The Star Tribune adds, "Less than 
three months after the Justice Department opened its own investigation into the four officers 
involved in Floyd's killing, a charging decision is likely to be handed up soon by a federal grand 
jury in Minnesota, according to sources with knowledge of the case. Should charges result, the 
timing of any federal indictment would be highly unusual in that such cases - which are 
exceedingly rare - are not typically filed until a state case concludes." 

Kentucky AG Mulls Charges In Breonna Taylor Probe. 

The AP (8/24, Schreiner, Lovan) reports from Louisville, Kentucky that Kentucky Attorney 
General Daniel Cameron (R) "says he remains committed to ̀ doing the responsible thing' in the 
investigation into Breonna Taylor's death. He just has to figure out what that is." Cameron, "the 
state's first African American attorney general, must decide whether three Louisville police 
officers will be criminally charged for their actions in the March shooting death of Taylor. The 
26-year-old Black emergency medical technician was killed when officers entered her apartment 
with a no-knock warrant during a drug investigation. No drugs were found, and Taylor's family 
has questioned the legitimacy of the warrant." The case "landed in Cameron's lap in mid-May 
after a local prosecutor recused himself, just as public impatience intensified for the officers to 
be charged." Cameron "revealed earlier this month that he's waiting for information on ballistics 
tests being conducted by the FBI." 

Georgia Prisoner Sentenced For Mailing Threats To Federal Judges. 
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AllOnGeorgia (8/24) reports, "A man who sent threatening letters to U.S. District Court Judges 
in Georgia will now serve a hefty prison sentence for his misdeeds." AllOnGeorgia adds, "Earlier 
this month, Daniel Eric Cobble, age 45, was sentenced to a term of 20 years of federal 
imprisonment for mailing threatening letters to United States District Court Judges of the 
Middle District of Georgia, according to Louis V. Franklin, Sr., United States Attorney for the 
Middle District of Alabama." According to AllOnGeorgie, "The trial evidence showed that, in 
March and July 2013 and again in March 2014, Cobble mailed threatening letters to two United 
States District Court Judges of the Middle District of Georgia who were presiding over two 
different matters in which Cobble was a party." 

Arrest Made In RNC Security Violation. 

The Charlotte  (NC) Observer (8/24, Price, 470K) reports, "An arrest was made shortly after 10 
a.m. Monday involving a man who violated the security perimeter surrounding the 
Republication National Convention in uptown." The Observer adds, "RNC Security, the Twitter 
account for the Joint Information Center led by the FBI, Secret Service and Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Police, said the person jumped a four-foot fence adjacent to the light rail station 
on East Stonewall Street near the convention center. The fence, which was preexisting, is part 
of an outer security area being monitored by law enforcement officers, RNC Security said in a 
tweet. 'The individual did not enter an area where delegates are present for the RNC or impact 
any planned events,' the RNC Security tweet said. 'The individual has been arrested by CMPD." 

Attorneys Say South Carolina Pastor Is Victim Of Extortion. 

The Greenville (SC) News (8/24, Gross, 188K) reports, "A Greenville-based law firm 
representing Rev. John Gray says the Relentless Church pastor is being blackmailed and 
extorted based on new allegations of an inappropriate relationship." The News adds, "The 
allegations of an extramarital relationship first spread on social media and entertainment news 
websites on Friday when a woman who claimed to have been communicating with Gray was 
featured on a live video stream on YouTube. Attorneys Devon Puriefoy and Kimberly Thomason 
told The Greenville News on Monday that the allegations are based solely on phone calls, not 
physical contact." Puriefoy "said evidence of extortion will be handed to the Greenville County 
Solicitor's Office and the Greenville office of the FBI to request investigations." 

California Supreme Court Overturns Death Penalty For Scott Peterson. 

The CBS Evening NewsVi (8/24, story 16, 0:20, O'Donnell, 4.32M) reported that Monday, 
California's Supreme Court "overturned the death penalty for Scott Peterson who was convicted 
of murdering his wife. Laci Peterson was 8 months pregnant when Scott killed her on Christmas 
Eve in 2002, then dumped her body into the San Francisco Bay. The court upheld the Peterson's 
conviction but said the trial judge made significant errors in the sentencing phase." 

NBC Nightly NewsVi (8/24, story 10, 0:20, Holt, 6.03M) reported, "One of the nation's 
most infamous murder cases has been overturned. Scott Peterson was convicted of 2002 
murder of his wife Laci and their unborn son. Today, the California supreme court found errors 
were made by the trial judge during jury selection. Peterson's convictions were, however, 
upheld." 

ABC World News TonightVi (8/24, story 10, 0:20, Muir, 7.23M) reported, "Convicted killer 
Scott Peterson's death sentence was overturned today. Peterson behind bars for murdering his 
wife Laci and their unborn son on Christmas Eve, 2002. The California supreme court finding 
the trial judge made errors in jury selection. Prosecutors can refile. The guilty verdict stands." 

Two Sentenced For Online Sex Crimes In Georgia. 

KPVI-TV Idaho Falls, ID (8/24) reports from Athens, Georgia, "United States Attorney for the 
Middle District of Georgia Charles Peeler announced recently that two defendants arrested 
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during 'Operation End Game,' a multi-agency effort targeting and arresting adult perpetrators in 
the Athens area seeking sex with children, were sentenced to prison last week for their crimes." 
US District Judge C. Ashley Royal "sentenced Joseph Daniel Kelly, 45, of Monroe, to 57 months 
in prison and 10 years supervised release and Fredrick Lamar Smith, 29, of Royston to 46 
months in prison and 10 years supervised release after both previously pleaded guilty to one 
count of use of facilities in interstate and foreign commerce to transmit information about a 
minor." "Operation End Game" was "a three-day proactive effort centered in Athens in July 2019 
to arrest adults communicating with children online and then traveling to meet them for the 
purpose of having sex." 

Man Charged In Shootout With Border Agents In Arizona. 

The Arizona Republic (8/24, Carranza, 869K) reports from Tucson, Arizona, "The U.S. Border 
Patrol said the man who led agents on a chase in central Arizona last week was trying to 
smuggle two undocumented migrants through several checkpoints but sped off and ended up 
shooting at agents, according to court records filed in Phoenix." The Republic adds, "The chase 
and shooting happened Aug. 20 near the Border Patrol checkpoint on Federal Route 15, south 
of Casa Grande. The complaint identified the man as Alejandro Stalter, 29, a U.S. citizen. The 
court records include information about the chase and shooting from the two migrants in the 
vehicle, a silver Dodge Charger with Arizona license plates. They talked to Border Patrol and FBI 
agents after their arrests." Stalter "is in federal custody and faces one count of assault on a 
federal agent with a deadly weapon and a second count of harboring the two undocumented 
immigrants." 

FBI Offers Reward For Information On New Jersey Gang Member. 

The South Passaic (NJ) Daily Voice (8/24, DeMarco) reports, "The FBI posted a reward for 
information leading to the capture of an armed and dangerous ex-con from Paterson." Cesar 
David Valerio, "a 28-year-old Dominican national, is wanted on several federal weapons 
violations, a bureau spokeswoman said Monday. A reputed gang member, he has ties to New 
York and Pennsylvania." A federal judge in Newark, New Jersey "issued a warrant for Valerio's 
arrest last week after federal authorities charged him with being a convicted felon in possession 
of a firearm. The FBI is offering a reward of up to $5,000 for information leading to his arrest -
while warning that Valerio should be considered armed and dangerous." 

Former Georgia Public Official Sentenced Over Misappropriation Of Taxes. 

The Brunswick (GA) News (8/25, Jackson, 45K) reports former director of the Camden County 
Public Service Authority William Brunson "was sentenced Monday to serve 32 months in federal 
prison for misappropriating employees' federal payroll taxes." U.S. District Court Judge Lisa 
Godbey Wood "issued the sentence after Brunson pleaded guilty to one count of tax evasion," 
and he "was also ordered to pay $677,768.40 in restitution and serve three years of supervised 
release after completion of his prison term." The FBI supported the investigation. 

West Virginia Man Sentenced Over Drug Trafficking. 

WOAY-TV Bluefield, WV (8/24, Rodriguez) reports Christopher Redden "was sentenced to 87 
months in prison, to be followed by three years of supervised release, for conspiring to 
distribute a quantity of methamphetamine and for being an unlawful user in possession of a 
firearm." He was arrested as part of Operation Shutdown Corner, which "was a joint 
investigative effort of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives (ATF), the United States Postal Inspection Service (USPIS), the 
Beckley/Raleigh County Drug and Violent Crimes Task Force, the Raleigh County Sheriff's Office, 
the Beckley Police Department and the West Virginia State Police." 

Washington State Individuals Charged Over Public Corruption. 
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KING-TV Seattle (8/25, 225K) reports Darrell N. Winston, Drainage District No. 5 commissioner, 
Allan Thomas, and JoAnn Thomas have "been charged in a scheme to defraud taxpayers in 
south King County, more than a year after the KING 5 Investigators first exposed the alleged 
wrongdoing in Drainage District No. 5 in Enumclaw." The FBI "says Darrell N. Winston of Renton 
lied to agents when he accepted approximately $50,000 in payments to clear and maintain 
some of the 18 miles of drainage trenches that form the publicly-funded drainage district." The 
Thomas' "were charged last year with diverting $470,000 in tax money collected for district 
maintenance to their own, private bank accounts." 

Two Members Of Violent Florida Gang Sentenced On Drug, Shooting Charges. 

The South Tampa (FL) Patch (8/24, White, 1.03M) reports from Tampa, Florida, "Two members 
of a violent Tampa street gang have been sentenced to federal prison for distributing drugs and 
shooting at least one person." On Monday, US District Judge Steven D. Merryday "sentenced 
Leon Williams, 30, to 17 years and six months in prison and Reginald Jones Jr., 25, to 15 years 
and eight months in prison for their roles in a conspiracy to distribute cocaine, crack cocaine 
and marijuana, and for discharging a firearm during a drug deal. A federal jury found Williams 
and Jones guilty on Nov. 15, 2019." The Patch adds, "According to evidence presented during 
the two-week trial, Williams and Jones are members of the Bird Gang, a violent street-level 
drug-trafficking organization that has operated in Tampa for years and is responsible for 
multiple homicides and shootings." 

Continuing Coverage: FBI Investigating Disappearance Of Georgia Woman In Florida. 

The Miami Herald (8/24, 1.09M) reports that the FBI is continuing to investigate the 
disappearance of Leila Cavett, whose son was found wondering alone on July 26. The agency 
"released a photo Monday of a gold Honda Accord that was seen outside a Hollywood RaceTrac 
gas station July 27." The FBI said, "Investigators believe the occupant(s) of this vehicle may 
have witnessed something related to the investigation of 21-year-old missing mother, Leila 
Cavett." 

The South Florida Sun Sentinel (8/24, Baitinger, 545K) reports Shannon Ryan "faces 
charges of kidnapping [Cavetes] toddler son Kamdyn with the intent of raising ransom money 
and lying to federal authorities, but he has not been charged in her disappearance." 

WSVN-TV Miami-Dade, FL (8/24, 91K) reports that unidentified police officials "said Cavett 
is presumed dead." 

Also reporting are WTVJ-TV Miami (8/24, 142K), WFOR-TV Miami (FL) Miami (8/24), 
andWPLG-TV Miami (FL) Miami (8/24, Batchelor, 223K). 

FBI Investigating Cold Cases In Illinois. 

WVIK-FM Rock Island, IL (8/24, Trix) reports that the FBI is supporting the Illinois State Police's 
cold case investigations into the disappearance of 11 year old Trudy Appleby, who was last seen 
in 1996, and the murder of 21 year old Tammy Zywicki, whose body was found in Missouri in 
1992. 

Illinois Men Appear In Court Over Bank Robbery. 

The Chicago Journal Online (8/24) reports Kamal Fadi Fargo and Tyler James O'Toole 
"appear[ed] at a federal bond hearing today [Monday] over last week's robbery of a bank in 
Glenview." The FBI supported the investigation. 

Continuing Coverage: FBI Sex Trafficking Sting Results In 12 Arrests In Maryland. 

WJZ-TV Baltimore (8/24, 74K) reports that a joint sting operation between the Hagerstown 
Police Department, Washington County Sheriff's Office, Maryland State Police and the FBI 
resulted in the arrest of 12 people, whose names "have not yet been released pending 
charges." 
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FBI Investigated Arson On Wisconsin Tribal Land. 

WLUK-TV Green Bay, WI (8/24, Kerhin, 199K) reports that the FBI "is assisting Menominee 
Tribal Police with the investigation into a burned vehicle that was found on the reservation, but 
are not releasing other details." 

Two More Sentenced In Georgia Child Sex Sting. 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (8/24, Hollis, 895K) reports, "Two of the nine men arrested 
last year in a child exploitation sting in Clarke County received multiyear prison sentences last 
week, according to an announcement from the U.S. Department of Justice. After the most 
recent sentencings, four of the men arrested in the sting, dubbed "Operation End Game," have 
received multiyear prison stints." Joseph Daniel Kelly, 45, of Monroe, "was sentenced to nearly 
five years in prison with 10 years of supervised release. Frederick Lamar Smith, 29, of Royston, 
was sentenced to nearly four years in prison with 10 years of supervised release. Both men 
pleaded guilty to one count each of using facilities in interstate commerce to transmit 
information about a minor. 'The punishment is prison for those caught seeking to sexually 
exploit minor children,' U.S. Attorney Charlie Peeler said." 

Texas Woman Pleads Not Guilty To Child Pornography Charges. 

KCBD-TV Lubbock, TX (8/24, 51K) reports from Lubbock, Texas, "Jessica Wheeler, 34, of 
Lubbock pleaded not guilty to receiving and distributing child pornography and also producing 
child pornography." According to KCBD-TV, "The indictment says Jessica Roxanna Wheeler and 
Edward Lee Wheeler Jr. are both accused of receiving and distributing child pornography and 
also producing child pornography." KCBD-TV adds, "According to the reports, On June 16, 2020, 
a task force officer was notified of a case involving child pornography images of a 13-year-old 
being sent through Facebook messenger from Jessica Wheeler to Edward Wheeler." 

FBI: Missing New Jersey Girl Was Likely Kidnapped In Crime Of Opportunity. 

The New York Post (8/24, Lapin, 4.57M) reports, "A New Jersey girl who vanished from a park 
nearly a year ago was likely snatched by a predator hunting for an opportunity to grab a child, 
according to a new report." The Post adds, "A lead investigator in the kidnapping of Dulce Maria 
Alavez shared new details about the case in an interview with NJ Advance Media, as the 
anniversary of the girl's disappearance approaches. 'If you are looking for a child to take the 
child, you go where children are,' said FBI special agent Daniel Garrabrant. 'That's one of the 
reasons that we believe that the target was a child - but it may not necessarily have been 
DuIce." According to the Post, "The kindergartner - who turned 6 in April - disappeared on 
Sept. 16 2019, from Bridgeton City Park where she had been playing with her 3-year-old 
brother Manuel." 

FBI Searching For Kansas City, Missouri Armed Robbery Suspect. 

KSHB-TV Kansas City, MO (8/24, 90K) reports from Kansas City, Missouri, "Authorities in Kansas 
City, Missouri, are seeking a man suspected in two armed robberies over the past month at 
Boost Mobile stories." The FBI on Monday "said the same man is suspected in both robberies, 
which occurred on July 28 at the store at 1666 E. 63rd St., and on Aug. 13 at the store at 5906 
Prospect Ave. In each of the robberies, the man was wearing a hat with the word 'Mexico' on it 
and carrying a backpack. The FBI said he was armed with a handgun and fled both robberies on 
foot." 

FBI Probing Two Cleveland, Ohio Bank Robberies. 

WKYC-TV Cleveland (8/24, DeMarco, 223K) reports from Cleveland, Ohio, "The Cleveland 
Division of the FBI and Cleveland police are investigating robberies at two west side banks. 
Investigators believe the cases may be connected." WKYC-TV adds, "At approximately 5:30 
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p.m. Friday, the Dollar Bank at 4140 Fulton Parkway, Cleveland, was robbed. The suspect was 
described as a White male...wearing a Cays hat, blue shirt and blue pants. He was also wearing 
a blue medical face mask." According to WKYC-TV, "At approximately 12:10 p.m. Monday, a 
Citizens Bank at 4221 Pearl Road was robbed. The suspect was again described as a White 
male, of average height and weight, possibly in his late thirties. He was wearing a navy colored 
baseball hat with a blue medical face mask and a long sleeve plaid button-up shirt." 

FBI Seeking Suspect In Colorado Bank Robbery. 

KCNC-TV Denver (8/24, 91K) reports from Englewood, Colorado, "The FBI wants to find a man 
they say robbed a Chase Bank in Englewood. The suspect was caught on surveillance from the 
bank on South University Boulevard near Hampden Avenue." KCNC-TV adds, "Officials say it 
happened on Aug. 21 just after noon. They describe the suspect as a white or Hispanic male in 
his late 20s, about 5-feet-6 tall with dark hair and a medium build. The suspect was last seen 
wearing a black, flat-billed baseball cap, red shirt with mountains and black and white lettering 
on it, as well as dark-colored pants. He had a black backpack." KUSA-TV Denver (8/24, Cote, 
475K) also reports. 

EMPLOYMENT 

FBI Looks To Hire More Women. 

WTKR-TV Norfolk, VA (8/24, Kavanagh, 163K) reports from Hampton Roads, Virginia, "Do you 
have what it takes to become a special agent? The FBI says they are always hiring and looking 
to employ more women." WTKR-TV adds, "As COVID-19 is a constant concern, the FBI said they 
are changing the way they recruit Special Agents. 'We found some innovative ways to continue 
processing agent applicants and utilize technology in ways that the FBI has not done in the 
past,' said Jennifer Bach, FBI Special Agent and Applicant Recruiter Coordinator. She said they 
are using SKYPE and going virtual. She said hiring women is a top priority. 'Women bring a very 
unique skill set, and communication again is one of those things that women often excel at. It's 
something that that we can definitely utilize here,' said Special Agent Bach." 

FINANCIAL CRIME & CORPORATE SCANDALS 

Pandemic Spawning Scams More Than Any Recent Event. 

In the "Cybersecurity 202" blog for the Washington Post (8/24, 14.2M), Joseph Marks writes, 
"The pandemic has prompted more than 170,000 complaints for scams related to everything 
from masks, face shields and miracle cures to government stimulus payments and 
unemployment, according to data compiled by the Federal Trade Commission. 'When we track 
things like natural disasters, we get thousands of complaints. Not tens of thousands but 
thousands. So, this is far, far bigger,' Monica Vaca, associate director for the Federal Trade 
Commission's division of consumer response and operations, which collects consumer fraud 
complaints, told me." According to Marks, "Since January, coronavirus-related scams have 
made up about 8 percent of all fraud complaints forwarded to the FTC from numerous law 
enforcement agencies and consumer groups. In recent months, that percentage has grown 
closer to 12 percent." 

FBI: $3M In Stolen Ventilators Recovered In Florida. 

The AP (8/24) reports from Miami, "A $3 million shipment of ventilators stolen that was stolen 
earlier this month was recovered in South Florida, the FBI said in a news release." The FBI "said 
the ventilators were being prepared for shipment to El Salvador by the United States Agency for 
International Development when they were stolen sometime around Aug. 8. The theft 
happened in southwest Miami-Dade County, the agency said." The AP adds, "The theft is being 
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investigated by the Boynton Beach Police Department, Miami-Dade Police Department, Medley 
Police Department, City of Miami Gardens Police Department, Broward Sheriff's Office, USAID 
Office of the Inspector General, the FBI Miami's Major Theft Task Force, and the FBI, the agency 
said." 

Jury Begins Deliberations In Northern Marianas Corruption Case. 

The Saipan (MNP) Tribune (8/24, De La Torre) reports, "Federal court jurors started deliberating 
yesterday afternoon in the corruption case against Rota Mayor Efraim M. Atalig and his 
girlfriend, Evelyn Atalig. The jurors will continue their deliberation today, Tuesday, at 8:15am." 
The Tribune adds, "At the closing arguments yesterday, assistant U.S. attorney Eric S. O'Malley, 
counsel for the U.S. government, said there's ample evidence to show that Efraim Atalig and 
Evelyn Atalig arranged government-funded travels from Rota to San Diego, California; Saipan; 
Palau, and Guam, mainly for personal and not official reasons. He talked about all the eight 
trips and cited evidence and witnesses' testimony to support the charges against the Ataligs. 
'These defendants betrayed the trust of the people of the CNMI,' said O'Malley." 

Marianas Variety (8/24, Manabat) reports, "District Court for the NMI Chief Judge Ramona 
V. Manglona, for her part, told the jurors: 'You heard evidence regarding nine trips that the 
defendants took in 2018. Five of these trips are included in the indictment, the other four are 
not. The four trips not included in the indictment are: the January trip to Guam, the July trip to 
South Korea, and the two July trips to Guam." The Variety adds, "The evidence regarding these 
four trips is 'other acts evidence' that was admitted only for a limited purpose, the judge said." 
The Ataligs "are charged with conspiracy to commit wire fraud in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 371; 
and with wire fraud in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1343." 

FBI Warns Of Using Facebook Marketplace For Used Cars. 

WIS-TV Columbia, SC (8/24, Glover, 70K) reports from Columbia, South Carolina, "If you're in 
the market to buy a pre-owned vehicle, the FBI is warning potential buyers to be wary of using 
Facebook Marketplace." WIS-TV adds, "According to officials, a scam operation using Bluff 
Online Sales has been ripping people off using fake online ads regarding the sale of preowned 
vehicles. Clint Wactor, the owner of Bluff Road Auto Sales, said the dealership noticed the scam 
two months ago. Since then, the company has been getting calls from people who said they 
sent money to the scammer and did not get what they paid for. 'When people see the very low 
prices on these fake ads and call us before sending any money, we tell them what is going on,' 
said Wactor. 'But when someone communicates with the scammer through Messenger or email, 
they have no idea who they are talking with. That is when the scammer has opportunity to rip 
someone off." 

FBI Searching Massachusetts Storage Facility. 

The Quincy Sun (8/24) reports that FBI agents "descended on a South Quincy storage facility 
Monday morning to execute a search warrant as part of an ongoing investigation, joined by 
hazardous materials teams from Boston and Quincy." FBI spokesperson Kristen Setera "said the 
bureau was conducting 'court-authorized activity in connection with an ongoing federal 
investigation' at the location." 

The Boston Globe (8/24, 972K) reports Setera "declined to identify the reason for the 
probe but said that a Hazardous Evidence Response Team had responded to the scene." 

Also reporting are Boston (MA) Herald (8/24, 410K), WCVB-TV Boston (MA) Boston (8/24, 
Eliopoulos, 402K), WBTS-TV Boston (MA) Boston (8/24, 105K), and WFXT-TV Boston  (MA) 
Boston (8/24, Goulston). 

CYBER DIVISION 

Indian Citizen Pleads Guilty In Rhode Island To Tech Support Phone Scam. 
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The Providence (RI) Journal (8/24, Staff, 259K) reports, "A citizen of India appearing Monday 
before a U.S. District Court judge admitted to participating in a 'Tech Support' telemarketing 
scam based in that country, in which call-center operators said they were associated with the 
Microsoft Corporation, added that malware or viruses had been detected on victims' computers, 
and offered supposed services to remove the malware. As a result of the calls, according to a 
news release from the office of U.S. Attorney Aaron Weisman, members of the conspiracy 
gained access to victims' online-banking usernames and passwords, and stole from their 
accounts." Abrar Anjum, 34, "admitted in court that he let members of the conspiracy use bank 
accounts under his control in the United States to receive funds taken from victim accounts, 
according to the release. Anjum admitted that in return for letting members of the conspiracy 
deposit the money into his bank accounts, he was allowed to keep part of it, transferring the 
remaining funds to his co-conspirators in India." 

FBI, CISA Warn Of Surge In Voice Call Phishing Scams. 

Security Magazine (8/24) reports, "The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and Cybersecurity 
and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) released a joint statement warning companies of a 
surge in voice phishing or vishing campaigns targeting corporate virtual private networks 
(VPNs)." Security Magazine adds, "The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in a mass shift to 
working from home, resulting in increased use of corporate virtual private networks (VPNs) and 
elimination of in-person verification. The CISA and FBI pointed to one example from where a 
vishing campaign allowed cybercriminals to gain access to employee tools at multiple 
companies with indiscriminate targeting—with the end goal of monetizing the access. The 
cybercriminals used vished credentials and mined the victim company databases for their 
customers' personal information to leverage in other attacks." 

Nakasone Details Newly Aggressive Cyber Effort. 

The AP (8/25, Press) reports that NSA Director and head of Cyber Command defends the 
governments shift toward a more offensive cyber strategy in a piece to be published in Foreign 
Affairs (8/25, 522K) on Tuesday. Nakasone says that the mission has "evolved over the last 
decade from 'a reactive and defensive posture' to keep pace with sophisticated threats." 
Nakasone adds that the military cyber teams are actively engaging online adversaries, saying, 
"We learned that we cannot afford to wait for cyber attacks to affect our military networks. We 
learned that defending our military networks requires executing operations outside our military 
networks. The threat evolved, and we evolved to meet it." The AP notes that the piece is co-
authored by Michael Sulmeyer, his top adviser. 

TikTok Sues Trump Administration To Overturn Executive Order. 

The AP (8/24, Arbel) reports TikTok filed suit on Monday opposing President Trump's executive 
order banning the company in the US over national security concerns. Convincing a court to 
"overturn the government's determination that TikTok is a national-security threat would be 
difficult, legal experts said." 

The Wall Street Journal (8/24, Ferek, Lin, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports the 
lawsuit argues the executive order violates the Fifth Amendment's due process protections, 
while The New York Times (8/24, Isaac, Swanson, 18.61M) calls the lawsuit "TikTok's most 
direct challenge to the White House." 

Reuters (8/24, Wang, Stempel) reports TikTok rejected what they "called the White 
House's position that it was a national security threat," saying they had taken "extraordinary 
measures to protect the privacy and security of TikTok's US user data." Before buying TikTok, 
"ByteDance had not sought advance approval from the Committee on Foreign Investment in the 
United States (CFIUS), which reviews acquisitions for potential national security risks." Reuters 
says CFIUS later opened "an investigation and on July 30 issued a letter stating it found 
national security risks associated with the purchase," but it "repeatedly refused" to engage with 
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"ByteDance's proposals to address concerns, including a nonbinding letter of intent to sell to 
Microsoft presented earlier July 30, according to the lawsuit." 

The Los Angeles Times (8/24, Lee, 4.64M) reports TikTok "said it has worked with the 
government's Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States for nearly a year and 
believes its app does not threaten national security." NPR (8/24, Allyn, 3.12M) reports TikTok 
says the order was not motivated by national security concerns but an attempt "to further the 
president's anti-China political campaign." In the suit, TikTok "points out that national security 
experts have openly questioned whether its lighthearted videos can really provide much 
intelligence to Beijing authorities." 

The Hill (8/24, Wise, 2.98M) reports according to the "lawsuit, many TikTok employees 
working in the U.S. have H-1B visas, which require that employers sponsor their visa status." 
TikTok's own lawsuit "noted it is planning to hire roughly 10,000 additional employees in the 
U.S. in the coming years." 

Bloomberg (8/24, Pettersson, Glovin, Brody, 4.73M) reports the legal challenge faces "an 
uphill fight, according to James Dempsey, executive director of the Berkeley Center for Law and 
Technology at the University of California, Berkeley." Courts don't generally review "the 
president's determinations on questions of national security, Dempsey said." 

Newsweek (8/24, Watts, 1.53M) also shared the full statement by TikTok. Also reporting 
are USA Today (8/24, Brown, 10.31M), CNBC (8/24, Sherman, 3.62M), and The Washington 
Examiner (8/24, Dunleavy, 448K). 

Zoom Experienced Outages During First Day Of School For Many. 

The CBS Evening NewsVI (8/24, story 17, 0:20, O'Donnell, 4.32M) reported on Monday, 
"meetings, classrooms, and virtual visits came to a halt after videoconferencing giant Zoom was 
hit with outages. Service was down for close to five hours, delaying the first day of online 
school for thousands of students." The AP (8/24) reports Zoom said reports of outages began 
"around 9 a.m. Eastern time" and "identified the issue causing the problem and is working on a 
fix." The Washington Post (8/24, Shaban, Balingit, 14.2M) reports "more than 100,000 K-12 
schools use Zoom at no cost for online learning." The Wall Street Journal (8/24, Needleman, 
Subscription Publication, 7.57M) and New York Times (8/24, Yuhas, 18.61M), among other 
news outlets, also reports the outage. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES 

Interior Department Announces Increased Seizures Of Illegal Drugs. 

The Washington Times (8/24, Richardson, 492K) reports that the Administration "announced 
Monday that seizures of illegal narcotics in Indian Country doubled last year as part of the 
administration's effort to combat the opioid crisis." The Interior Department's Joint Opioid 
Reduction Task Force "said that its 14 operations in seven states in 2019 resulted in the 
confiscation of 2,607 pounds of illegal narcotics with an estimated street value of $19.6 million." 
That was "more than double the price tag from the previous year," the department said in a 
press release. Interior Secretary David L. Bernhardt said, "Our Bureau of Indian Affairs officers 
successfully stopped thousands of pounds of deadly narcotics from reaching tribal communities 
last year, and they continue to serve with distinction every day. In a time when people are 
calling to defund the police, the Trump Administration is doing more to protect our citizens from 
illicit drugs and violence." 

OTHER FBI NEWS 

FBI Agent Charged In 2018 Texas Shooting. 
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The Austin (TX) American Statesman (8/24, Hall, Subscription Publication, 343K) reports, "A 
grand jury last week delivered Travis County District Attorney Margaret Moore's first indictment 
in a law enforcement shooting in the case of a former state trooper accused of wounding a 
driver in 2018." The American Statesman adds, "Austin Johnston, who was a Department of 
Public Safety trooper in September 2018, shot Dustin Dougherty in the back after Dougherty 
had rammed a pickup truck into Johnston's vehicle, according to court documents. Dougherty 
backed up onto the hood of Johnston's vehicle, according to Johnston's lawyers. Dougherty 
survived and later pleaded guilty to aggravated assault on a public servant with a deadly 
weapon, records show. Johnston was not injured during the incident." On Friday, Johnston, 
"now an FBI special agent," was "indicted on charges of aggravated assault by a public servant, 
deadly conduct and tampering with physical evidence, his lawyers said." 

Scheduled Execution Of Navajo Man Raises Sovereignty Concerns. 

The Arizona Republic (8/24, Castle, 869K) reports, "For nearly two decades, an Arizona man 
has sat in prison awaiting a sentence no other Native American has faced in modern history: a 
federal execution." Federal authorities are "scheduled to execute Lezmond Mitchell, a 38-year-
old member of the Navajo Nation, in Indiana on Aug. 26," and "people around the country are 
raising concerns over whether it's even legal under tribal sovereignty laws. Mitchell is the only 
Native American on federal death row. He was convicted of the murder of grandmother Alyce 
Slim, 63, and her granddaughter Tiffany Lee, 9, in 2001." The Republic adds, "The Navajo 
Nation has consistently objected to the federal government pursuing the death penalty against 
Mitchell." 

Woman Who Killed FBI Agent In 2008 Seeks Release From Prison After Contracting 
COVID-19. 

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (8/24, Stinelli, 616K) reports, "A woman who in 2008 killed a 
Pittsburgh FBI agent has asked for compassionate release from prison after contracting COVID-
19." Christina Korbe in 2011 "pleaded guilty to voluntary manslaughter after killing Special 
Agent Samuel Hicks during a November 2008 raid into her home to arrest her husband, a drug 
dealer. She was sentenced to 15 years and 10 months in prison." Korbe "began showing 
symptoms of COVID-19 on March 29, five days after her roommate was quarantined, court 
documents say. Korbe is due for release from federal prison in Danburry, Ct. on May 18, 2022." 

OTHER WASHINGTON NEWS 

In Visit To North Carolina, Trump Praises Farmers For Pandemic Food Program. 

While national media coverage of the President's trip to North Carolina focused on his remarks 
at the GOP convention, local outlets highlight his visit to the Farmers To Families Food Box 
program site. WCTI-TVVi Greenville, NC (8/24, 13K) reported that the visit was meant "to 
continue what he says is his support of American farmers and families." The President "toured 
the Flavor 1st Growers and Packers," an organization "that helps build the food boxes to see 
how they are packaged and delivered to help the families in need." The program "helps farmers, 
ranchers, and distributors get together in supporting overburdened food banks and food 
insecure families," and "has delivered nearly 70 million boxes of fresh food grown by farmers to 
200 different organizations across North Carolina." In fact, said WBTV-TVVI Charlotte, NC 
(8/24, 55K), Trump "announced he is investing more money into that program." Trump was 
shown saying, "Today I'm proud to announce that we will provide an additional $1 billion to 
fund the Farmers to Families Food Box Program. It has worked out so well." The Asheville (NC). 
Citizen-Times (8/24, Burgess, 138K) points out the program has been "funded with $3 billion 
through the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program." 
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The Hendersonville (NC  ) Times-News (8/24, Burgess, 26K) recounts that Trump said after 
his tour of Flavor 1st in Henderson County, "Today we're here to celebrate the incredible work 
of the farmers and faith leaders and amazing volunteers who are caring for their community." 
The President also "offered support to Madison Cawthorn, 11th Congressional District GOP 
candidate, saying ̀ You're going to be a star of the party.' Trump also "joked that if he `had a 
face' like Cawthorn's he would have been president 20 years ago." 

AgWeb (8/24, Karst, 18K) recounts that "the program originally authorized $3 billion for 
the boxes and was expected to spend a total of $2.67 billion from mid-May through the end of 
August, covering the first two rounds of the program." AgWeb adds that "according to the 
USDA, 35.6 million food boxes were distributed May 15-June 30 in the first round, and 35.1 
million food boxes were distributed from July 1 to Aug. 24 in the second round, which ends 
Aug. 31." The third round "begins Sept. 1 and ends Oct. 31." Reuters (8/24, Mason) reports, 
however, that "the program was criticized by food banks, analysts and some US senators, who 
said contracts were often awarded to inexperienced vendors that were unable to source the 
food and deliver it in a timely manner." 

Newsweek (8/24, Crisp, 1.53M) also says "Farmers to Families, which is run through the 
US Department of Agriculture, quickly came under scrutiny over allegations that it awarded 
contracts to dubious entities and concerns that it might not provide food in an `efficient and 
equitable way.' Farmers "who spoke to Newsweek, however, said they benefited from the 
program and, in some cases, credited it for saving their livelihood," while "White House 
officials...told Newsweek the kinks have largely been ironed out and there's potential for the 
program to continue in some form long term." Said Ivanka Trump, "It truly is an historic 
program in terms of the scale and in terms of its impact. ... It was really `How do we connect 
the farmer with the person most in need?' It was a common sense, but innovative, solution." 

The Washington Times (8/24, Howell, 492K) says "Trump doesn't have a kind word for 
China these days but he praised at least one `smart' move by the communist nation during a 
swing-state stop Monday - two bulk orders of corn that will lift US farmers, a critical voting 
bloc." Said Trump, "The largest order of corn in the history of our country, twice. Largest order 
of soybeans in history." The Times adds that "stepping into full campaign mode, Mr. Trump is 
highlighting the hard-working men and women of the heartland every chance he gets." 

WXII-TVVi Winston-Salem, NC (8/24, 26K) reported that Trump also "talked about policy 
- of course with this USDA program, but he also got into politics, hitting on the media and 
Democratic governors including Roy Cooper." Trump was shown saying, "It was very important 
for me to come to North Carolina because we wanted to be here but your governor didn't allow 
it because he's in a shutdown mode along with a lot of other Democrat governors, and it's too 
bad." 

The Hendersonville (NC ) Lightning (8/24, Moss) reports the President painted "an 
optimistic picture of an economic recovery and of an end to the coronavirus pandemic," and 
"pointed to recent jobs gains, trade deals and a surging stock market as indicators of a brighter 
future." Said Trump, "Already the great American comeback is very much under way." The 
Lightning adds "crowds of Trump supporters lined the motorcade route, a huge deployment of 
law officers and Secret Service agents secured the president's destination, a giant American 
flag strung from a Mills River fire truck flaps in the breeze over Banner Farm Road and the 
stage was set for President Trump to make remarks - as far as is publicly known the first visit 
to Henderson County by a sitting president since George H.W. Bush visited in 1992." 

The Asheville (NC) Citizen-Times (8/24, Boyle, 138K) reports, "It's not often that this 
sleepy, mostly rural hamlet sees the kind of excitement it had Aug. 24," as "hundreds of fans of 
President Donald Trump - and a few who oppose him - came out to see the commander in 
chief on his way to and from a Mills River produce production company. ... Few if any of Trump's 
supporters wore masks, and most didn't seem to worry about social distancing, despite the 
pandemic." 
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Trump: Plasma Treatment Will Reduce Mortality "By At Least 35%." 

During a visit to North Carolina on Monday, WRAL-TVVi Raleigh, NC (8/24, 50K) reported 
President Trump discussed "efforts to find a way treat coronavirus." Trump was shown saying, 
"Yesterday, I announced the FDA had issued an emergency use authorization for convalescent 
plasma, you probably saw that, which is proven to be an incredible reducer - it is going to 
reduce mortality by at least 35%, could be much more than that. We will see the final numbers, 
but it could be even higher than that." 

HHS Secretary Azar said on Fox News' Bill Hemmer Reports (8/24), "What President 
Trump is demanding is that we all cut any bureaucratic red tape out of the way because he is 
demanding we get therapies and vaccines to the American people as soon as they meet FDA 
safety and efficacy and regulatory standards. That is what happened yesterday is the FDA 
granted emergency authorization to use the plasma that comes from people who have 
recovered from COVID because it shows a significant benefit in terms of the severity of disease 
as well as mortality." 

White House Deputy Communications Director Brian Morgenstern, on the Joe Pags Show 
Vi (8/24), said, "This is an emergency use authorization which means that we know enough to 
know that it is making a difference for people. It is reducing hospitalizations times. It is 
reducing mortality. It is saving lives. It also means that the FDA will continue looking at the 
data and they will continue to be vigilant." 

Fox BusinessVi (8/24, 116K) hosted HUD Secretary Carson, who said, "The President's 
announcement yesterday was very important. You know, we've known about the benefits of 
convalescent plasma for more than a century and it's been used effectively in many cases." 

Two of the three networks reported Monday night on the FDA's approval of the treatment. 
On NBC Nightly NewsVi (8/24, story 7, 2:45, Holt, 6.03M), Tom Costello reported that 
"infectious disease experts [are) cautious and divided about convalescent plasma. Just last 
week, NIH Director Collins, [NIAID Director) Fauci, and the FDA urged caution in fast tracking 
plasma as a treatment. The President tweeted a deep state conspiracy was at work, an 
allegation reiterated today by a top trade adviser." Director of Trade and Manufacturing Policy 
Navarro: "Some of the medical folks would rather have 100,000 people die from the virus than 
have one person die from some of the therapeutics." 

Steve Osunsami reported on ABC World News TonightVi (8/24, story 7, 2:10, Muir, 
7.23M), "The President has pushed the FDA, and now they're giving doctors the okay to use 
plasma therapy as emergency treatment for COVID-19. ... Less than a week ago, this same 
FDA was saying that this same therapy was 'promising,' but 'has not yet been shown to be safe 
and effective." 

Navarro: Trump Is A "Right-To-Try" President. CNBC's Squawk BoxVi (8/24, 176K) 
hosted Navarro, who said, "Let's talk seriously about this convalescent plasma because what we 
have in Donald J. Trump is a 'right to try' President. ... We have extremely abnormal times 
where Americans are dying every day and there's a struggle now philosophically in the medical 
profession" in which "some of the medical folks would rather have 100,000 people die from the 
virus than have one person die from some of the therapeutics." 

Physician: FDA Should Not Have Approved Use Of Plasma. Jeremy Samuel Faust, 
an emergency physician at Brigham and Women's Hospital, writes in the Washington Post 
(8/24, 14.2M), "Pandemics call for the removal of red tape, not the subverting of science." The 
FDA's emergency-use authorization for convalescent plasma to treat covid-19, announced 
Sunday by President Trump, "is the latter," Faust argues. He writes that "there is no solid proof 
that convalescent plasma is effective against covid-19." While the "impulse to say we can't 
afford to wait is understandable," Faust says, "the truth is, we can't afford to rush." 

WPost, NYTimes, WSJoumal Divided On FDA's Decision. On its editorial page, the 
Washington Post (8/24, Editorial Board, 14.2M) says the use of convalescent plasma therapy so 
far shows "promising signals from exploratory studies but not full results from a randomized 
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clinical trial." The Post writes that "if Mr. Trump's intrusion in this case foreshadows attempts to 
short-circuit the rigorous testing of vaccines in order to distribute one before the election, the 
damage could be immense." 

The New York Times (8/24, 18.61M) editorializes that in announcing the new decision, 
"the president and his team have vastly overstated the promise of convalescent plasma." While 
this is "hardly the first time the Trump administration has sacrificed scientific integrity for the 
sake of political theater," the Times argues that "politicizing the regulatory 
process...undermines the entire system." 

The Wall Street Journal (8/24, Editorial Board, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) 
editorializes that Trump was wrong to tweet Saturday that "the deep state" at the FDA was 
thwarting development of therapies and vaccines until after the election. The Journal, however, 
argues that there is evidence that convalescent plasma may be effective and its potential 
benefits outweigh the risks. 

Atlas: Prolonged Lockdowns Are Harmful To Country. 

Special Adviser to the President Scott Atlas said on Fox News' The Story (8/24) that Joe Biden's 
claim that he would shut the country down again if scientists recommend it is a statement 
"from somebody who hasn't been paying attention to actually the science because by now I 
think we all know that the prolonged lockdown is severely harmful to our country. In fact, it's 
killing people." Atlas added, "We know the President has a strategic and appropriate policy, 
which is protecting the vulnerable. We know who is at risk here. It's not everybody. It's not 
about all the cases that's the most important metric. It's about saving lives by protecting the 
vulnerable, by preventing hospital overcrowding, which we are really doing well, and by 
opening the economy, opening the schools because American lives are being destroyed." 

Trump: Biden's Openness To New Lockdown "Crazy." President Trump tweeted 
Monday, "Joe Biden has said he would lock down the Country again. That's crazy! We're having 
record job growth and a booming stock market, but Joe would end it all and close it all down. 
Ridiculous!" 

The Washington Times (8/24, Richardson, 492K) reports Biden "drew a rash of criticism 
over his declaration Sunday that he would defer to scientists on whether to lock down the 
economy to control the novel coronavirus." Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) called the idea "madness," 
while others "argued that scientists have been divided in their response to COVID-19." 

Experts Skeptical Of Lockdowns As Means To Control Pandemic. The Wall Street 
Journal (8/24, Al, Ip, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports some experts now believe that 
lockdowns are too inclusive an effort to slow the spread of the coronavirus and that more 
targeted efforts, like mask mandates, would be more effective at lower cost. 

Meadows Says President, Congress Could Agree On Coronavirus Aid. 

Chief of Staff Meadows said on CBS This MorningVi (8/24, 2.43M), "Democrats on Capitol Hill 
failed to come together on anything that would address unemployment, enhanced 
unemployment, eviction protection. What does this President do? He took unprecedented 
executive action to do exactly that, to make sure that unemployment benefits continue." Asked 
what could be agreed on, Meadows said, "Enhanced unemployment benefits...school 
aid...additional assistance for small businesses" and "plussing up food stamps for some of those 
that have been hit hard by this along with eviction protection." 

Lawmakers Insert Funding For Pet Projects In Relief Bills. The Washington Times 
(8/24, Sherfinski, 492K) reports that although lawmakers "say money to fight COVID-19 is the 
overarching priority in spending debates, Congress isn't above leveraging the pandemic to 
secure extra money for their home districts or other special interests." Steve Ellis, President of 
Taxpayers for Common Sense, said, "They are going to, in many cases, take every opportunity 
to shove the cash to their favorite interests. ... In many cases, lawmakers know where the 
earmarks would have been, and they've plussed-up certain accounts or certain projects that 

EFTA01658447



would then likely benefit the special interests that are in their district or are supporting them." 
While critics "call it pork-barrel spending," proponents "say the practice can grease the 
legislative wheels and that members know the best way to spend taxpayer money in their 
respective districts and states." 

Wilkie Says There Are Only Four COVID Cases In VA Nursing Homes. 

VA Secretary Wilkie said on KUSI-TVVi San Diego (8/24, 17K), "As of today, there only four 
veterans in our nursing homes who have COVID. So, we've protect them. We've tested them. 
We've tested our employees there and it has paid off in that we are very proud that these 
programs have worked for veterans to keep them healthy." 

AstraZeneca Denies White House Fast-Tracking Its COVID Vaccine. 

Politico (8/24, Roubein, 4.29M) reports AstraZeneca said Monday "it hasn't talked to the U.S. 
government about an emergency use authorization for its coronavirus vaccine - a day after 
news reports that the Trump administration may greenlight the vaccine's use before the 
election." In a statement, the company said, "It would be premature to speculate on that 
possibility." 

Meanwhile, on the CBS Evening NewsVi (8/24, story 14, 2:00, O'Donnell, 4.21M), Charlie 
D'Agata "got exclusive access inside the lab" at Oxford University where AstraZeneca's vaccine 
is being developed and tested. 

Experts Credit Restrictions With Decreasing Number Of Cases. 

The New York Times (8/24, Leatherby, 18.61M) reports that "after coronavirus cases surged in 
June and July, the number of new reported cases per day in the United States began to level 
off, then drop, though the infection rate remains one of the world's highest." Of the states 
"driving the decrease, all have at least some local mask mandates, and most have paused or 
reversed statewide reopening policies, again closing bars, gyms and theaters." 

Missouri Democratic Gubernatorial Candidate Proposes Mask Mandate. 

The AP (8/24, Ballentine) reports Missouri State Auditor Nicole Galloway (D), who is running for 
governor, said she would "require face masks statewide as part of a plan unveiled Monday for 
dealing with the coronavirus pandemic." Her opponent, Gov. Mike Parson (R), "has repeatedly 
resisted calls to adopt a statewide mask mandate, citing relatively few cases in many rural 
counties." 

WSJournal Praises Georgia's Pandemic Response. 

The Wall Street Journal (8/24, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) editorializes that Georgia Gov. 
Brian Kemp (R) was villainized in the press for reopening the state's economy too soon, but 
argues the state had an unemployment rate of 7.6% in July and new cases have fallen 30% 
since July 26. 

Florida Judge Blocks State Order For Schools To Reopen. 

On the CBS Evening NewsVi (8/24, story 13, 0:15, O'Donnell, 4.21M), Manuel Bojorquez 
reported briefly, "A Florida judge sided with the state's largest teachers union" on Monday, 
"halting the state order to reopen schools to in-person instruction." NBC Nightly NewsVi (8/24, 
story 6, 1:30, Holt, 6.03M) called the ruling "a major victory for teachers in Florida, who sued 
over the statewide order to reopen schools for in-person teaching." NBC's Kerry Sanders added, 
"Florida Judge Charles Dodson's injunction...says in part, there's not room in many classrooms 
for social distancing. There is not room to put desks four feet apart, much less six feet apart, as 
is recommended. Teachers have not been provided adequate personal protection equipment. 
The state order to open is unconstitutional to the extent that it arbitrarily disregards safety." 
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The Washington Post (8/24, Strauss, 14.2M) reports that an "appeal by the state means 
that school districts cannot immediately move to change their reopening plans for starting the 
2020-2021 school year without state permission." ABC World News TonightVi (8/24, story 6, 
0:45, Muir, 7.23M) also reported briefly on the ruling. 

New York City Schools To Have Outside Classes Option. 

The Wall Street Journal (8/24, Hawkins, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports on Monday, 
New York Mayor Bill de Blasio (D) said that K-12 schools in the New York City school system will 
have the option of holding classes outside. In order to make that easier, the mayor said schools 
will be able to use public parks and that streets around schools may be closed in some cases. 

Northeastern Revokes Admissions For Those Who Said They Would Attend Or Host 
Parties. 

The Washington Times (8/24, Chasmar, 492K) reports that Northeastern University in Boston 
has revoked the admissions of over 100 incoming freshmen, because "they indicated on social 
media they would be open to hosting or attending parties amid the coronavirus pandemic." That 
was in response to a survey by a Northeastern student "asking incoming students who was 
'planning on going/having parties' despite university rules to maintain social distancing." 

New York AG Investigating Whether Trump Inflated Asset Values To Get Loans, Tax 
Benefits. 

The AP (8/24, Hill, Balsamo) reports New York Attorney General Letitia James (D) on Monday 
asked the State Supreme Court in Manhattan "to compel some of President Donald Trump's 
business associates, including his son, Eric, to testify and turn over documents as part of her 
investigation into whether the president's company lied about the value of its assets in order to 
get loans or tax benefits." James "said her civil investigation of potential fraud in Trump's 
business dealings, which began last year, has been held up by a lack of cooperation from the 
president and his family." Reuters (8/24, Stempel) says James accused Eric Trump "of being 
uncooperative in the probe." James "said Eric Trump, an executive vice president at the Trump 
Organization, was 'intimately involved' in one or more transactions being reviewed, and refused 
to show up for a scheduled interview pursuant to a subpoena." James said in a statement, "For 
months, the Trump Organization has made baseless claims in an effort to shield evidence from 
a lawful investigation into its financial dealings. ... They have stalled, withheld documents, and 
instructed witnesses, including Eric Trump, to refuse to answer questions under oath." 

The New York Times (8/24, Rashbaum, Hakim, 18.61M) reports James' office "has also 
asked the judge to order two lawyers to sit for interviews under oath: Charles Martabano, a 
land-use lawyer who does work for the Trump Organization, and Sheri A. Dillon, who has 
represented President Trump and his company on tax matters. The office also asked the judge 
to order Ms. Dillon's firm - Morgan, Lewis & Bockius - to comply with a subpoena, along with 
the Trump Organization, two related entities that own Trump properties, and Seven Springs 
LLC, which owns the Westchester County estate." 

Bloomberg (8/24, Larson, 4.73M) reports former Trump attorney Michael Cohen "triggered 
the probe after he handed Congress a series of Trump financial records from 2011 to 2013," the 
state said in the court filing. The Washington Post (8/24, Fahrenthold, 14.2M), Wall Street 
Journal (8/24, Paul, Subscription Publication, 7.57M), and the CBS Evening NewsVI (8/24, story 
5, 0:15, O'Donnell, 4.21M) provide similar coverage. 

Vance Agrees To Hold Off Enforcing Subpoena For Trump's Tax Returns. 

USA Today (8/24, Phillips, 10.31M) reports Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus Vance "has 
agreed to hold off on enforcing a grand jury subpoena for President Donald Trump's tax returns 
while an appeals court hears the case." While Vance "is investigating hush money payments 
made during the 2016 presidential race to two women who claimed to have had affairs with 
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Trump," he "has suggested the probe also involves the Trump Organization. The decision to 
postpone the subpoena allows for further litigation to take shape in the appeals court, where 
the president's attorneys have asked judges to block a lower court's ruling requiring the 
disclosure of his tax returns." 

Cohen In Talks To Appear In Ads For Democratic PAC. 

Vanity Fair (8/24, Fox, 9.08M) reports that President Trump's former attorney Michael Cohen's 
"tell-all" book "is now set to be released in the coming weeks, after years of speculation about 
what he may have witnessed." Vanity Fair adds that Cohen has "agreed to work with a 
Democratic political action committee and planned to appear on the PAC's live webcast during 
the Republican National Convention - at the same time as Trump's keynote address. Cohen is 
also in talks with the PAC about appearing in political ads leading up to the election." 

Morgan: President Has Delivered On Immigration Promises. 

On Fox BusinessVi (8/24, 50K), Acting CBP Commissioner Morgan said, "The President has 
been committed to this from day one and delivered on every single promise. We are in a 
completely better position than we were just a short time ago. This time last year we were at 
144,000 [migrants] in one month. Those numbers have been reduced by 75%. And right now, 
in middle of a global pandemic from a public health stand point this President, this 
administration is taking unprecedented actions to stem the flow and further introduction of 
COVID into our country through the border. It has absolutely been a game changer." Asked 
about legislation, Morgan said, "We've been asking Congress forever to get up and pass 
meaningful legislation. They have failed again and again and again. This President has not 
failed the American people. This country is much safer now than it was before the President 
took over. That's a fact." 

DHS Reviewing DACA With An Eye On Phasing It Out. 

The Washington Times (8/24, Dinan, 492K) reports USCIS "said Monday that it will give strict 
scrutiny to DACA recipients who try to use a backdoor path to citizenship, as DHS finalized 
plans for restarting the program after a Supreme Court decision this summer." The agency said 
"immigrant 'Dreamers' can obtain advance parole to travel outside the U.S. - which offers the 
indirect path to citizenship - only if they have special circumstances such as an urgent national 
security reason or the need for a medical procedure that can be performed" only outside the 
US. The Times says DHS "is reviewing the program with an eye toward trying another 
phaseout. In the meantime, the department has issued rules to tighten the program." 

Volunteers Build Makeshift School In Mexico For Children Seeking US Asylum. 

The New York Times (8/24, Valero, Ortega, 18.61M) reports that while the White House's 
Migrant Protection Protocols, also known as the "Remain in Mexico" program, "have forced 
migrants to wait in Mexico for months with no guarantees of asylum," children have "little to no 
access to formal education." With little help from the Mexican government, "volunteers on both 
sides of the border have stepped in to offer classes to some children" in a makeshift school. 

Trump To Order Federal Agencies To Move Offices To Opportunity Zones. 

In a story posted Monday afternoon, the New York Post (8/24, Bowden, 4.57M) reported that 
President Trump on Monday was expected to "order federal agencies to prioritize moving their 
offices to Opportunity Zones to spur investment in some of the nation's poorest neighborhoods." 
Trump's order "will apply to all federal agencies and asks that they stop prioritizing city centers 
and central business districts and instead base themselves in any of the 8,769 low-income 
communities designated as Opportunity Zones by the Trump administration." The Post cites a 
"senior White House official" who "said the order would see immense federal resources poured 
into distressed communities and also drive down the high cost of locating government offices in 
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expensive business districts." The Post adds that the Opportunity Zone "initiative has driven 
more than $75 billion in private investment into disadvantaged communities in the two years 
since it was created, according to a report released earlier Monday by the White House Council 
of Economic Advisers." Citing the Post report, the Washington Examiner (8/24, Krishan, 448K) 
provides similar coverage. 

HUD Secretary Carson told Fox Business' Mornings With Maria (8/24), "This $75 billion in 
two years is remarkable, because as the program was put together, Secretary Mnuchin and his 
group predicted $100 billion over 10 years. We're talking $75 billion in just two years. The 
Council on Economic Advisors also predicts that that will lift one million people out of poverty. 
And you look at opportunity zones versus non-opportunity zones, from the second quarter of 
2018 to the fourth quarter of 2019, 29% increase in economic investment in those areas so it's 
having a profound effect." 

Scott Turner, Director of the White House Opportunity and Revitalization Council, said on 
Fox News' Fox & Friends (8/24, 831K) that there are "864 opportunity zones across our 
country...and so we have been working tirelessly over the last year across the country 
implementing the initiative opportunity zones, public-private partnerships, working with 
nonprofits, local entities, community leaders." Turner added, "President Trump has implemented 
policies for America that have literally unleashed success in so many areas and potential and 
opportunity for every American ... and because of these policies, and because of the courage of 
our President and the Administration, and those that work alongside of him, America has seen 
great prosperity. This is just the beginning." 

As Eviction Moratoriums End, Demand Increases For Legal Assistance. 

The New York Times (8/24, Goldstein, 18.61M) reports, "For tenants, especially those with 
limited means, having a lawyer can be the difference between being evicted or being able to 
stay on in a rented home." Surveys indicate that tenants are represented by attorneys in such 
cases less than 10% of the time, while landlords have legal representation about 80% of the 
time. Now, "demand for legal assistance with housing issues is on the rise in states where local 
moratoriums for rentals not covered by the CARES Act have already ended." 

DeJoy Tells House Panel He Is Not "Sabotaging The Election." 

The AP (8/24, Daly, Mascaro, Yen) reports that during "sometimes contentious House Oversight 
Committee hearing" Monday, Postmaster Louis DeJoy said he has told the President Trump's 
allies that the President's attacks on mail-in ballots are "not helpful," but DeJoy "denied that 
recent changes at the Postal Service are linked to the November elections." DeJoy said, "I am 
not engaged in sabotaging the election." Reuters (8/24, Sullivan) reports that DeJoy told the 
committee "that he planned to resume some cost-cutting measures that have factored in 
widespread service delays, defying Democratic lawmakers who have sought to block his 
changes." DeJoy told the panel "he will push to improve on-time deliveries after the Nov. 3 
election, an effort that he suspended last week after a public backlash" and that "he would keep 
in place a management reshuffle he implemented after assuming his job in June." DeJoy said, 
"These two changes, creating our new on-time transportation network and designing an 
engaged functional organizational structure, will be the catalyst for the significant 
improvements in cost, performance and growth." 

Geoff Bennett of NBC Nightly NewsVi (8/24, story 9, 1:40, Holt, 6.03M) said DeJoy was 
"on defense" as he faced "scathing criticism," and USA Today (8/24, Hayes, Wu, 10.31M) 
reports that Democrats "hammered DeJoy over delays in the mail and his refusal to replace 
sorting machines and mailboxes that were removed under his tenure," while Republicans "said 
the controversy has been inflated for political purposes." 

The Washington Times (8/24, Murioz, 492K) reports that during a "combative exchange" 
with Rep. Stephen Lynch (D-MA), DeJoy "refused to return decommissioned mail-sorting 
machines to facilities." Lynch asked, "Will you put the high-speech machines back?" DeJoy 
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"curtly responded," "No, I will not." Later in the hearing, Rep. Ro Khanna (D-CA) asked "what's 
the harm" in restoring the machines. DeJoy "didn't want to entertain the question, arguing 
Congress would not be able to give the USPS a billion dollars, let alone the $10 billion Mr. 
Khanna was referencing." DeJoy said, "Get me the billion and I'll put the machines in." 

The Washington Examiner (8/24, Ferrechio, 448K) says Democrats "suggested that DeJoy 
is breaking the law by slowing mail in a way that could influence the Nov. 3 election." Rep. Jim 
Cooper (D-TN) "told DeJoy it's a felony to tamper with the mail," and "compared DeJoy to Roger 
Stone, a former associate of Trump's whose prison sentence for lying to Congress was 
commuted by the president." Cooper said, "Are your mail delays implicit campaign 
contributions? Is your backup plan to be pardoned like Roger Stone," to which DeJoy replied, 
"Pitiful. Not worth a comment." 

Townhall (8/24, O'Brien, 177K) reports that DeJoy "corrected conspiracy theories that 
suggested he's helping to rig the November general election to help President Trump's re-
election." Oversight Committee ranking member Rep. James Comer (R-KY) "offered DeJoy an 
assist by uprooting some of those same Democratic talking points." Comer said, "The blue 
boxes and mail sorters were both components of longstanding programs in response to 
significant reduction in mail volume. ... A 33% reduction over the past 15 years." Townhall 
adds, "Both DeJoy and Comer reiterated the fact that the Postal Service is more than capable of 
handling mail in ballots this fall and that the Democrat-led emergency funding bill that passed 
on Friday was highly unnecessary." The CBS Evening NewsVi (8/24, story 4, 0:25, O'Donnell, 
4.21M) provided similar coverage in a brief report. 

Trump: Democrats Using Hearings To Blame GOP For Fraud That Will Occur With 
Mail-In Ballots. Trump tweeted Monday morning, "All the Radical Left Democrats are trying 
to do with the Post Office hearings is blame the Republicans for the FRAUD that will occur 
because of the 51 Million Ballots that are being sent to people who have not even requested 
them. They are setting the table for a BIG MESS!" 

Pelosi Calls Trump And His Allies "Enemies Of The State." The Washington Times 
(8/24, Ernst, 492K) reports that on MSNBCVI Monday, House Speaker Pelosi "ratcheted up the 
revolutionary...by calling President Trump and his allies 'domestic enemies' who must be ousted 
from the White House." Pelosi "warned MSNBC viewers that Mr. Trump's opposition to a sudden 
push for mail-in voting systems was tantamount to a Constitutional crisis." She said, "We take 
an oath to protect and defend the Constitution from all enemies, foreign and domestic. And 
sadly, the domestic enemies to our voting system and honoring our Constitution are right at 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue with their allies in the Congress of the United States." Pelosi added, 
"They're doing everything they can, suppress the vote — with your actions, scare people, 
intimidate by saying law enforcement will be there, diminish the role of the postal system in all 
of this. It's really actually shameful. Enemies of the state." 

Politico Analysis: Schumer Has Shifted Leftward Along With His Party. 

Politico (8/24, Bresnahan, Levine, 4.29M) reports, "With Senate Democrats favored to win 
control of the chamber" this fall, Senate Minority Leader Schumer "is poised to make history. 
He'd be the first Jewish Senate majority leader and the first New Yorker to hold the post. ... Yet 
the Schumer of today is a far cry from the Reagan-era liberal who won election to the House in 
1980 and then embraced the mantle of a 'law-and-order Democrat' when he ran for the Senate 
in 1998. ... Once derided for being too close to Wall Street, Schumer aides now boast that he 
has stood up to the financial services industry." While he "is still distrusted by some on the left," 
Schumer "insists his views have shifted to reflect a different constituency, as well as the more 
progressive Democratic Party of the Donald Trump era." 

Laura Could Be Most Powerful Storm To Hit Gulf Coast Since Katrina, Rita. 

The CBS Evening NewsVi (8/24, lead story, 2:55, O'Donnell, 4.21M) reported in its lead story 
that Tropical Storm Laura "could slam into the Gulf Coast as a Category 3 hurricane in just 
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about 48 hours with millions of Americans in its path." Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) has declared 
a disaster, "and coastal cities there and in Louisiana are telling people to get out now." CBS 
added that Laura has the potential to be "the most powerful storm to hit the area since 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita landed one after the other 15 years ago. If that happens, it would 
up-end President Trump's plans to speak at the Republican National Convention on Thursday 
night." 

The AP (8/24, Santana, Borenstein) says Laura "could grow into a supercharged Category 
3 hurricane with winds topping 110 mph (177 kph) and a storm surge that could swamp entire 
towns." ABC World News TonigliVi (8/24, lead story, 2:40, Muir, 7.23M) reported in its lead 
story that Laura's "flood waters rush[ed] through the streets of Haiti, killing at least five, 
causing flooding and rescues in the Dominican Republic. And in Puerto Rico...knocking out 
power to some 200,000." The Wall Street Journal (8/24, Findell, Subscription Publication, 
7.57M) provides similar coverage. 

In its lead story, NBC Nightly NewsVi (8/24, lead story, 1:55, Holt, 6.03M) reported that 
"a weaker tropical storm, Marco," was "battering the Louisiana coast" Monday night. The region 
"will have barely hours to recover before Laura knocks on the door, somewhere along the 
Mississippi to Texas stretch." The CBS Evening NewsVI (8/24, story 2, 1:15, O'Donnell, 4.21M) 
described a "one-two punch in the Gulf," in which "the first punch Marco is a light jab. The 
second punch, Laura, could be a knockout." NBC Nightly NewsVi (8/24, story 2, 0:40, Holt, 
6.03M) provided similar coverage of the storms' paths. 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Researchers Document First COVID Reinfection Case. 

The Washington Post (8/24, Taylor, Cha, 14.2M) reports that a Hong Kong man who was 
"initially infected with covid-19 in April and made a full recovery was reinfected months later 
after a trip abroad, a new study reports." The study, by a team at the University of Hong Kong 
and "accepted by the international medical journal Clinical Infectious Diseases on Monday," 
purports to be "the world's first documentation" of a patient who recovered from COVID-19 
subsequently being reinfected. The case has "potential implications for vaccine development, as 
well as policies based around the concept of herd immunity that presume those who recover 
from the virus are not likely to be reinfected." 

The CBS Evening NewsVi (8/24, story 12, 1:00, O'Donnell, 4.21M) reported the 
reinfection occurred "in an apparently young and healthy patient who tested positive for 
COVID-19 four-and-a-half months after the first infection." 

US Military Delivers COVID Equipment To Honduras. 

The Washington Times (8/24, Glenn, 492K) reports US officials at a military base in Honduras 
"delivered more than $50,000 worth of medical equipment needed to battle the COVID-19 
pandemic in several villages near the base, authorities said Monday." The personal protective 
equipment and medications were provided by Joint Task Force-Bravo through US Southern 
Command's Humanitarian Assistance Program. 

WHO Recommends Children Wear Masks In Some Circumstances. 

The AP (8/24, Keaten) reports on Monday, the World Health Organization recommended that 
children "aged 6 to 11 should wear masks in some cases to help fight the spread of 
coronavirus" depending on the level of coronavirus in the area, "the child's ability to safely use 
a mask; and adult supervision when taking the masks on or off." According to the WHO, "the 
current evidence suggests virus cases reported from kids stemmed mostly from transmission 
within households and that 'documented transmission among children and staff within 
educational settings is limited." 
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Esper: US Prepared To Counter China. 

Defense Secretary Esper writes in the Wall Street Journal (8/24, Subscription Publication, 
7.57M) that competition with China requires the US to have a military force that is able to 
compete on air, land, sea, space and in cyberspace. The US, he argues, must also expand and 
strengthen our alliances, which is why Esper says he is traveling this week to Hawaii, Palau and 
Guam to meet with officials from across the region to convey the importance of these efforts. 

Administration Taking Steps To Combat Chinese Crackdown On Uighurs. The 
Washington Free Beacon (8/24, Beyrer, 78K) reports the Administration is "taking steps to 
combat human-rights abuses in China related to the imprisonment of Uighur Muslims and 
Beijing's population control policy, a senior official told the Washington Free Beacon on Friday." 
A senior Administration official "detailed to the Free Beacon on background 13 policy actions 
since 2017 the White House has taken to hold Beijing accountable for its population control 
measures and treatment of Uighurs in Xinjiang." Key measures include the Uyghur Human 
Rights Policy Act and "cutting off funding to United Nations programming that cooperates with 
China." 

Pompeo Urges Other Arab Countries To Follow UAE In Recognizing Israel. 

The Wall Street Journal (8/24, Schwartz, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports on Monday, 
speaking in Jerusalem alongside Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Secretary of State 
Pompeo said, "I am very hopeful we will see other Arab nations join in this...to recognize the 
state of Israel and to work alongside them will not only increase Middle East stability but 
improve the lives for the people of their own countries as well." The AP (8/24, Zion) reports 
Netanyahu called the agreement "a boon to peace and regional stability" that "heralds a new 
era where we could have other nations join." 

Pompeo, Reuters (8/24, Williams) reports, also ensured Netanyahu that the US "will 
ensure Israel retains a military advantage in the Middle East under any future U.S. arms deals 
with the United Arab Emirates." Pompeo is quoted as saying, "The United States has a legal 
requirement with respect to qualitative military edge. We will continue to honor that." 

US Envoy Meets With Belarusian Opposition Leader. 

The New York Times (8/24, Nechepurenko, Higgins, 18.61M) reports a "senior United States 
diplomat" met Monday with Belaurus President Aleksandr Lukashenko's "most prominent 
opponent, who fled the country under duress earlier this month." In the "first publicly 
acknowledged high-level contact between the U.S. government and the Belarusian opposition," 
Deputy Secretary of State Stephen E. Biegun met in Vilnius, Lithuania with Svetlana 
Tikhanovskaya, who claimed victory in the election. 

Belarus Police Detain Opposition Activists. The AP (8/24, Karmanau) reports on 
Monday, Belarus police "detained several leading opposition activists" and "the Coordination 
Council, which was established by the opposition to negotiate a transfer of power, said its 
members Sergei Dylevsky and Olga Kovalkova were detained" and later "also reported the 
detention of Alexander Lavrinovich, the leader of striking workers at a major industrial plant." 

NYTimes Analysis: Lukashenko's Future Depends On "Security Apparatus." The 
New York Times (8/24, Higgins, 18.61M) reports Lukashenko is being "tested" by "the biggest 
demonstrations in the country's history" and on Sunday "as many as 100,000 protesters poured 
into central Minsk...a powerful show of defiance in a country with only 9.5 million people." Still, 
the Times says, the "security apparatus...has so far shown no sign of wavering in its 
commitment to Mr. Lukashenko." 

Bolsonaro's Popularity Rising Despite COVID Response. 

The Washington Post (8/24, McCoy, 14.2M) reports that "by most measures, this should be an 
abysmal political moment" for Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro. A disease "he called a 'little 
cold' has swelled into the world's second-worst coronavirus outbreak, killing 114,000 Brazilians, 
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infecting more than 3.6 million and devastating the country's health system. An economic 
collapse he failed to forestall has driven the unemployment rate to 14 percent." And yet, 
Bolsonaro "is more popular than at any time since the beginning of his presidency." To the Post, 
his growing popularity "underscores how the coronavirus crisis can be harnessed to break into 
new constituencies and forge a political transformation." 

Canada's Conservative Party Chooses O'Toole As New Leader. 

The Washington Post (8/24, Coletta, 14.2M) reports members of Canada's Conservative Party 
selected "military veteran and former cabinet minister Erin O'Toole" as the party's new leader 
"in the next federal election that could come as soon as this fall." O'Toole, 46, received 57% of 
the vote. O'Toole ran as a "true blue" Conservative, denounced "cancel culture," and "pledged 
to repeal the federal price on carbon" and to "ban Huawei from Canada's 5G networks." 

Baker: Biden's Supporters Eager To Roll Back Trump's Foreign Policy. 

Wall Street Journal (8/24, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) columnist Gerard Baker argues that 
President Trump's foreign policy have resulted in the most important advance of US interests 
since the end of the Cold War. Still, Baker says supporters - both Democrat and Republican - of 
Joe Biden are eager to roll back his policies. 

THE BIG PICTURE 

Headlines From Today's Front Pages. 

Wall Street Journal: 
General Atlantic, Sequoia Capital Are Key Drivers In Oracle Bid For TikTok 
Trump Secures Presidential Nomination At RNC 
China's Economy Is Bouncing  Back - And Gaining  Ground on the US 
'Fortnite' Maker's Apple Fight Leaves Some Developers Wary 
How Do You Play Soccer In A Pandemic? Human Foosball 
New Thinking  On Covid Lockdowns: They're Overly Blunt And Costly 

New York Times: 
Nominating Trump, Republicans Rewrite His Record 
The Republicans Promised Uplift And Then Tried To Rewrite History 
Wisconsin Reels After Police Shooting And Second Night Of Protests 
Jerry Falwell Jr.'s Leadership At Liberty Appears Near End 
'The Big  Short 2.0': How Hedge Funds Profited Off The Pain Of Malls 
Why Trump's Approval Ratings On The Economy Remain Durable 

Washington Post: 
Crises Have Battered Brazil, But Not Its Leader 
Unrest In Wis. City After Police Shoot Black Man 
RNC Display Hed Five Column One Line 
NY Shows Scope Of Its Inquiry Into Trump Firm 
Trump And Republicans Attack Biden, Stick To Grievances 
Proof That Pence's Deference To Trump Has Paid Off: He's Still There 

Financial Times: 
German Doctors Say Initial Findings Suggest Navalny Was Poisoned 
India Moves To Cut Huawei Gear From Telecoms Network 
Lawyers Sound Alarm On Welfare Of Former Saudi Crown Prince 
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Researchers Find First Proven Case Of Covid-19 Reinfection 

Washington Times: 
'Success Brings Unity': Republicans Rally Around Trump In Charlotte 
Rural Firewall: Trump Fights To Keep Farm Country In His Corner Amid Tariff Turmoil 
'More Outrageous Than Usual': Pet Projects Hidden In Plain Sight In Coronavirus Bills 
Mali Coup Complicates US Military's Mission To Fight Terrorism 
DACA Reboot To Add Restrictions To Prevent Backdoor Path To US Citizenship 
Falwell's Future At Liberty University Murky After Sex-And-Blackmail Scandal 

Story Lineup From Last Night's Network News: 
ABC: Gulf Coast-Hurricanes; Wisconsin-Protests; Trump-North Carolina; Kellyanne Conway; 
Trump-Biden's Acuity; Coronavirus-Florida Schools; Coronavirus-Treatment; Evangelical Leader 
Sex Scandal; California-Wildfires; San Francisco-Death Penalty Overturned; RNC Times 
Reminder. 
CBS: Gulf Coast-Hurricanes; Gulf Coast-Hurricanes Tracking; Trump-North Carolina; USPS-
DeJoy; New York-Trump Finances; Kellyanne Conway; Maryanne Trump Barry Tapes; FLOTUS-
Confidant Book; Sen. Harris-Message to Young Voters; Wisconsin-Protests; California-Wildfires; 
Coronavirus-Reinfection; Coronavirus-Florida Schools; Coronavirus-Vaccine; Evangelical Leader 
Sex Scandal; San Francisco-Death Penalty Overturned; Zoom Outages; Kobe Bryant Tribute. 
NBC: Gulf Coast-Hurricanes; Gulf Coast-Hurricanes Tracking; Wisconsin-Protests; Trump-North 
Carolina; Kellyanne Conway; Coronavirus-Florida Schools; Coronavirus-Treatment; California-
Wildfires; USPS-DeJoy; San Francisco-Death Penalty Overturned; Evangelical Leader Sex 
Scandal; National Zoo-Baby Panda. 

Network TV At A Glance: 
Coronavirus - 10 minutes, 25 seconds 
Gulf Coast-Hurricanes - 9 minutes, 25 seconds 
Wisconsin-Protests - 6 minutes, 35 seconds 
Evangelical Leader Sex Scandal - 5 minutes, 5 seconds 
Trump-North Carolina - 4 minutes, 50 seconds 
San Francisco-Death Penalty Overturned - 1 minutes, 0 seconds 
Kellyanne Conway - 0 minutes, 55 seconds 

Story Lineup From This Morning's Radio News Broadcasts: 
ABC: RNC-Tim Scott; RNC-Donald Trump, Jr.; Trump-Plasma Treatment; Wisconsin-Protests; 
Gulf Coast-Hurricanes. 
CBS: RNC-Donald Trump, Jr.; RNC-St. Louis Couple; Gulf Coast-Hurricanes; California-Wildfires; 
Coronavirus-Orange County Schools; Evangelical Leader Sex Scandal; Stocks. 
FOX: Trump-North Carolina; RNC-Tim Scott; Gulf Coast-Hurricanes; Stocks. 
NPR: RNC-Night One; Pompeo-Speaking to RNC from Jerusalem; Biden/Harris-Campaigning. 

WASHINGTON'S SCHEDULE 

Today's Events In Washington. 

White House: 

• President Trump — Attends the First Lady's Remarks to the 2020 Republican National 
Convention 

• Vice President Pence — No public schedule released 

US Senate: 
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• Senate convenes for  pro forma session - Senate convenes for pro forma session * Chamber 
on recess from 7 Aug - 8 Sep 

Location: U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC; 2:30 PM 
US House: 

• House meets in  pro forma session - House of Representatives meets in pro forma session * 
Chamber on recess from 31 Jul - 7 Sep 

Location: U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC; 10:00 AM 
Cabinet Officers: 

• Agriculture Secretary Perdue and Wyoming  Gov. Gordon sign shared stewardship agreement 
- Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue, Wyoming Governor Mark Gordon, and Republicans 
Sen. Mike Enzi and Rep. Liz Cheney participate in virtual Shared Stewardship event, with 
Secretary Perdue and Gov. Gordon signing an agreement between the U.S. Forest Service 
and the State of Wyoming; 2:00 PM 

• Secretary of State Pompeo continues Israel / Sudan / Bahrain / United Arab Emirates trip -
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo continues trip to Israel, Sudan, Bahrain, and United Arab 
Emirates, with agenda including meeting Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in 
Jerusalem to discuss 'regional security issues related to Iran's malicious influence, 
establishing and deepening Israel's relationships in the region, and cooperation in protecting 
the U.S. and Israeli economies from malign investors'; meeting Sudanese Prime Minister 
Abdalla Hamdok and Sovereign Council Chair General Abdel Fattah el-Burhan to discuss 
continued U.S. support for the civilian-led transitional govt and support for deepening the 
Sudan-Israel relationship; meeting Bahrain's Crown Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa in 
Manama; and meeting Emirati Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Minister Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan in Abu Dhabi to discuss the Abraham Accords agreement with 
Israel and other regional issues 

• Republican National Convention continues - 2020 Republican National Convention continues, 
with speakers today including First Lady Melania Trump (live from the White House Rose 
Garden), Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, GOP Sen. Rand Paul, Iowa Governor Kim 
Reynolds, Florida Lieutenant Governor Jeanette Nunez, Covington Catholic High School 
student Nicholas Sandmann, and Trump's children Eric and Tiffany Trump * Second day 
theme is 'Land of Promise' 

Visitors: 

• No visitors scheduled 
This Town: 

• National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics Subcommittee on Standards hearing 

Location: Hubert H. Humphrey Building, 200 Independence Ave SW, Washington, DC; 
9:00 AM 

• Melania Trump's 'America's Youth Celebrate 100 Years of Women's Suffrage' digital exhibit 
launches - First Lady Melania Trump's 'Building the Movement: America's Youth Celebrate 
100 Years of Women's Suffrage' digital exhibit, honoring the centennial anniversary of the 
ratification of the 19th Amendment, launches, showcasing artwork by young Americans 
depicting the milestone alongside images of women's suffrage parades, marches, and 
gatherings that took place at or around the White House. Exhibit features one artwork from 
each of the 50 states, the District of Columbia, America Samoa, Guam, the Northern 
Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands 

• Republican National Convention continues - 2020 Republican National Convention continues, 
with speakers today including First Lady Melania Trump (live from the White House Rose 
Garden), Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, GOP Sen. Rand Paul, Iowa Governor Kim 
Reynolds, Florida Lieutenant Governor Jeanette Nunez, Covington Catholic High School 
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student Nicholas Sandmann, and Trump's children Eric and Tiffany Trump * Second day 
theme is `Land of Promise' 
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