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JUDI SHIMEL

ST. THOMAS — Officials from
law enforcement are working to
upgrade the way they keep track of
sex offenders in the Virgin Islands.

The territory has until July to com- -

ply with federal rules established
back in 2006.
Local members-of the SORNA

~ Task Force recently completed a

seminar on meeting the require-
- ments of the Sex Offender Regis-
tration Notification Act. All U.S.
states and territories are required
to enact the requirements spelled
out in the act by July.. =

The notification act creates a uni-

fied standard for apprehending,

* tracking and monitoring registered

sex offeriders. There are currently
60 sex offenders reglstemd in the
territory.

The two-day compliance Sf:mj
nar, led by Attorney General Vin-

cent Frazer, was held last week at

the Wyndham Sugar Bay Resort

Much of the wark done at the sem-

inar was re -writing the local sex
offender law.

SORNA task force members -

include represéntatives from the

Office of the Governor, the Virgin -

Islands Police Department, the U.S.
Attorney's Office, the U.S. Marshal
Service, the Bureau of Corrections,
the V1 Department of Health, V1
Department of Human Services,

the Superior Court, the Office of

Probation and Parole and the Sex-
ual Registry Board.

“Since July of 2009, the Virgin
Islands SORNA Task Force, spear-
headed by Attorney General Vincent

F. Fraze:r has been meeting
lamza:ﬂunﬂ-mgdﬂagmﬂytodcwi

op the appropriate language to - -
amend the territory’s existing Sex. -
Offender Registration: Statute to *
meet SORNA re:quiﬁ:mts by the

imposed deadline,” said V1 Depari-

ment of Juatice spokespersnn _

Samhlzzﬂma

Undermenmi.rmles uﬁ‘endem '
wi]lbe classified according to the ;

severity nl‘theiremnes The harsh-
er the offense; ‘Ihehngerﬂmn%d

-erwﬂlbesumecttnsmuﬁn}r ‘Those

ummnnnﬂ&mmnstmmnm
will be monitored for life. Others will

be assigned to terms of 15- t0'25 ‘

years.
'Ihermgenl’nﬂ*m unthﬂdus—
tice Department go from unlawful

sexual'contact and stahitory rape, *

where the victim is under the age

“of consent; tnrapeufa{'hﬂdand 3

ﬁ:stdegrcerape oy
If territorial-officials du mtm&et

ﬂmJtﬂydeadlheﬁmfammdjngthg

rules, they risk losirig.up to 10
percent of federal funding for crim-

maljustl_ue and public safety prm :

grams. -

Lezama said once the task fﬁmq -

finiskes amending the language of

the sex offender law the changes
will be sent for. review to Govern- -
ment House and the U.S. Justice

Department. Members of the 29th

'Legslamrev.riﬂalsahave achanme .

to go over the new-changes before

they vote to approve or disapprove.
Citizens who want to viewthe

Virgin Islands sex offender registry

can do so by logging onto the VI
Justice Department Web site at
www.doj.vi.gov. :
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