New part of speech (indicated by B} | Part of speech

WS

2aF" » noun the organ of hearing and balance in
humans and other vertebrates, especially the
external part of this. = an organ sensitive to sound
in other animals. m mare | an abilicy w recognize,
appreciate, and reproduce sounds, especially music
or language: an ear for viythoe and melody. m used 1o
reder 1o a person's willingness 1o listen to others: she
offers a sympatheric ear to worried per ouners.

The ear of a mammal is compaosed of three parts. The
oarber or external &ar consists of 4 Aesky external flap and
a tube leading to the eardrum or tympanum. The middle
ear iy an air-filled cavity connected to the throet, contain-
ingg thnee small linkid bomes that transmit vibrations from
the pardrum to the inmer aar. The inrser ear is 2 complex
fusi-filled Laknyrinth imcluding the spiral cochlea [whine
vibrations are corverted Lo nerse impulses) and Lhe three
semicircular canals (forming the organ of balance),

Encycopedic information

- PHRASES be all earsi

L

i3 listening eagerly.

Core sense

Subsenses (introduced by m)

eard bring

bring something (down| Bbaut she's
rid crash

misfortune on ongself: ghe browght her
o %

.. A about her 3 ing
subconsciously ¢ of belng talked about or crin-

cized. grin (or smile) from ear to ear smile broadly.

have something coming out of one’s ears nlomal

cligimed to have the prime minister’s car, have (or
keop) an ear to the ground be well informed abaut
events and trends. in one ear and out the other
heard but quickly forgotten: whatever ke tells me
SRS te go inone car and out the other. listen with
half an ear nat give one's full attention. be out on
one's ear inlomd be dismissed ignominiously. reach
someone’s ears be heard or heard about by some
ane; the sound of ruening feet reached my ears | one
af thase staries redohed mir sari. up to one's gars in
indoumal very busy with: 'm up to my ears in work here.
DERIVATIVES eared adjective |in cmbsanon| fowg
cared, sarbess adjective,

oRIGIK Old Englith fgre, of Germanic ariging
related 1o Dutch oer and German Ofer, from an Indo-
European root sharved by Latin awris and Greek ous.

Homanym number {indicates }
different word with the same spelling) :

e
@ar? » moun the seed-bearing head or spike of a cereal
plant. ™ &mer a head of maize.
= oRr1GIN Old English ¢ar, of Germanic origin; related
1o Dutch aar and German Ahre.
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