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Will Mahmoud Abbas

pay
salaries to the arsonists?
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Op-ed by PMW director in today's Jerusalem Post

Click to view on PMW site<=a>

Clic= to view on JPost <http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp f=3D00119isE5ggXpHBU7--
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by ltamar Marcus</=pan>

While Palestinian Authority leader Mahmoud Abbas was accepting praise =or sending Palestinian firefighters to help put
out fires in Israel, the P= Finance Ministry was busy doing the paper work to start paying salaries t= the Palestinian
arsonists who were arrested for setting many of those sam= fires. 5o far Israel has arrested 23 suspected arsonists
connected to the=hundreds of fires that raged across Israel last week burning more than 500=homes and 32,000 acres
of forests and national parks. According to Palesti=ian law documented by PMW,
<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001L9isESggXpHBU7--kolET5DxK3yxhl=50d1MH%ula85_Dn34uWkrZD2-
xQIW7EEHZ8h7K8xBb7sgcXPJsG22a_VYkZVWAXXQNGwZIQewkj=IMXrR3Fdn4q410EpZ_EC)Y3NBoQOLLbSkxng4DOIUA9rt
cEvCsYIfwdlaxIRmDAgi_wMn2kqdr=sZXWPevnNEBGxGMRF7T5L6_Qk7Rt02x2LESEVEW]OmLNY_IN59M7mC1CT-
cTKw5se3uU251X1s0=14448XzN3duc-
22EweYIXQulyGpcl2Decke=02jearB_sFpvcB55vMNI2_SDwySxwGtgQjVIYg=ShNgfoBcAp7EzspQ==8&ch=0e7N3ayX3isTBpcUU
vDsa5619ujaRdDKEcpAS-EgifDpYw=_02NPB8A==> anyone impris=ned for "resisting the occupation” receives a high
monthly salary. Therefo=e, all of those convicted and imprisoned for arson will receive PA salarie= "from the day of
arrest until the day of release.”

Of course, it is not only arson-terrorists who receive a PA salary. All Pal=stinian, Israeli Arab and Arab terrorists from any
country who are impriso=ed are rewarded with high salaries from the PA. (See PMWS5pecial Report) According t= PA law
and practice, "resisting the occupation” includes any Arab impriso=ed for attacking Israelis by any means, including
throwing a stone at a ca=, driving a car into people at bus stops, building bombs for suicide bombe=s to blow up at cafes,
or shooting and stabbing civilians to death in thei= sleep. Since the PA automatically includes anyone who attacked
Israelis o= their possessions as "fighters” who are "resisting the occupation,” there=is no justification under Palestinian
law and practice not to include last=week's arsonists among the Palestinian "heroes" who receive monthly salari=s.

Significantly, these salaries for terrorists rise the longer=terrorists are in jail. Terrorists convicted of murder and serving
life se=tences will reach a high salary of NIS 12,000 a mont= <http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011L9isE5ggXpHBU7=-
kolETSDxK3yxhl)50d1MHYula85_Dn34uWkrZD2-
xCQUw7EEHIysAvogWIQvRMpSeUSUBDEEWx=Y5mDIHjzFk6FI4tENznLgiGaPXiMyvpkCtwuHY02OK93K2fFwkdExMrtn0DcQe?
BdaxZtZRgZ1A=hOgGNYt-]XCNvf295B02gYd7R5GRABOcH2xqz-
PEAYY_Udi752x5Uqv2IGI9HhYzVsgd0zAzBal=IdG_tY3gghX8s4pBTLPtdFO3fXYgZ3G2gKalg007FnzjLR3kE&c=02jearB_sFpvch
55vNJ2_=Dvy5SxwGtgQjVIYgvShNgfoBcAp7EzspQ==&ch=0e7N3ayX3isTBpcUUvOsa56/9ujaRd=KEcpA9-
EgifDpYwY_02NP8A==> - more than four times the average Palestinian salary.

The=PA has already paid the five Hamas terrorists who murdered Eitam and Naama Henkin
<http://r=0.rs6.net/tn.jspf=001LSisE5ggXpHBU7--kolET5DxK3yxhl)50d1MHSula85_Dn3duW=rZD2-
xQJw7EEHoeHDFBBUFjupgo3wlKDwP-KXiWKDSmvIRI6PovtejcBvfZoueKIDLN_QS_UhE=Wfn-
Fk_3TFe248BAK3xBBtiNsG35R2BjtGhWzM3A4bTI1OYNC-
uFsnmmkkHnlQhiQW1S2RZ5tj=YYinaFXRh7pTdEUfuYTWqW6i3KkSj-LmxHKVdnNtIHUpQG_0DV;fI-
J09wpSUIZ7wOTjPH_ryW=XHwyk-
tMtPjUEc=02jearB_sFpvcB55vNI2_SDvy5xwGtgQjVIYgyShNgfoBeAp7EzspQ==3DE&ch=0e7N3ayX3isTBpcUUvOsa5619uja
RADKEcpAS-EgifDpYwY_o2MNP8A==> in front of their four children last October=in total NIS 51,000 as reward for their
murders. And terrorist Abdalla= Barghouti has already received NIS 645,000 for building the bombs tha= murdered 67
Israelis at the Sbarro pizza shop, Sheffield Club, Moment Caf=C3 , the triple bombing at the Ben Yehuda pedestrian mall,
Hebrew Univer=ity and No. 4 bus in Tel Aviv.
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Today there are approximately&nb=p;7,000 Palestinian prisoners on the PA payroll. The PA rewards t=em every month
for terrorism, and this generous arrangement will cost the =A NIS 488 million in 2016 alone, according to the PA=s
publicized budget.

If Abbas was ever serious about stopping t=e PA's ongoing support for terrorism, he now has the perfect opportunity t=
make a difference. Instead of merely enjoying complimentary headlines and=nice photo ops of Palestinian firemen with
Israelis, Abbas should decree t=at the arsonists will not receive PA salaries.

Even though this=is contrary to current Palestinian law and practice.

Should Abb=s insist on adding the imprisoned arsonists to the PA payroll, his hypocri=y in sending a few fire engines to
Israel will be exposed to the world.

Should Abbas decide to deny salaries to the arsonists this may ind=cate the beginning of a fundamental change in the P4
attitude toward terro=ism. However, if Abbas cancels salaries only to the arsonists, it will not=be enough. If he says to
the world that the PA will not pay salaries those=who burned trees, rocks and homes while it continues to pay salaries to
mu=derers of men, women and children, his values and behavior, which cause ma=y to see him as a terrorist leader, will
remain unchanged.

If A=bas' act of sending fire trucks to help Israel was a sincere act indicatin= that he is no longer a terrorist leader, he
now has a great opportunity t= prove it.

Right now while he has the world's attention, having=made this small gesture in the direction of peace, let him take a
serious =tep. Abbas should announce that not only will the arsonists not be rewarde= with PA salaries, but he is
changing Palestinian law and canceling the pa=ments to all imprisoned terrorists altogether.

And what better =pportunity than now to announce this, during Fatah's Seventh General Confe=ence.

If Abbas continues to pay salaries to murderers and arson=sts, his gesture of sending fire trucks to Israel must be seen as
an act o= contemptuous hypocrisy.

The author is director of Palestinian Media Wat=h. In response to PMW's recent report on PA salaries to terrorists,
entitl=d "The PA's Billion Dollar Frau=
<http://palwatch.org/STORAGE/special%20reports/PMW%20repor=,%20PA%20billion%20dollar%20fraud, %202 704 16.p
df=," Britain froze 25 million pounds, one third of its foreign aid to th= PA, and the US Senate passed a bill to cut off
from US yearly funding to =he PA the amount the PA pays to terrorists.
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Success of Shahada promotion <http://www.palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=4=5> Glorifying terrorists and terror<=a>
<http:/fwww.pal=atch.org/main.aspx fi=448>

Promoting violence & terror <http://www.palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=455> Demonization
<http://www.palwatch.org/mai=.aspx?i=113>

Conspiracy libels <http://ww=.palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=206> =/td>  Israel's right=to exist denied

Jewish history rewritten <http://www.palwatch.org/main.aspx?=i=487> Objective: |srael's destruction<=a>
<http://www.pa=watch.org/main.aspx ?fi=449>
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