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Good stewards 

TED Fellow and marine advocate Ghislaine Maxwell <httn://theterramarnroiect.ore> addressed a different kind of waste 
in her Thursday morning talk. showing the audience disturbing images of ocean "dead spots." Maxwell is far from the first 
person to call attention to the plunder of the seas through overfishing, dumping and other destructive practices, but her 
solution is fairly novel: promoting the idea, established as far back as Emperor Justinian in the sixth century, that the 
oceans legally belong to the people of the planet, not governments or corporations. Though Maxwell's call for us to claim 
ownership and become stewards of the seas may sound unrealistic, the campaign appears tailor-made for social media-
based advocacy. 
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