
To: 
Cc: 
From: 
Sent: Tue 12/4/2012 6:20:19 PM 
Subject: Landscaping 

would you consider this for master bedroom lower wall as wind 
break and along road in front of palms, it can be trimmed as 
hedge. 

Clusia rosea — Autograph Tree 
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Plant Name 
Scientific Name: Clusia rosea 
Common Names: Autograph Tree, Scotch Attorney, Copey, Pitch Apple, Florida Clusia, 

Signature Tree 

Plant Characteristics 
Duration: Perennial, Evergreen 
Growth Habit: Tree, Shrub 

Hawaii Native Status: Introduced. This naturalized landscaping plant is native to Florida 
and the Caribbean. 
Flower Color: Pink, White, Brown (when old) 
Height: Up to 65 feet (20 m) tall, but usually half that or less 

Description: The flowers are up to 3 inches (8 cm) across and have 6 to 8 broad, rounded 
petals. The flowers only last for part of the day and eventually turn brown. The flowers are 
followed by green to tan, fleshy, rounded, up to 3 Inch (8 cm) in diameter seed capsules. As 
they dry, the seed capsules split open into thick, flower petal-like segments, exposing the 

seeds covered with soft, red flesh. The leaves are thick, leathery, dark green, opposite to 
subopposite, and egg-shaped. This plant is known as Autograph Tree because autographs 
and other graffiti can be scratched onto the stout, long-lasting leaves. The trees are round-
headed, spreading, and have short trunks with smooth bark. These plants often start out as 

epiphytes. The bird-dispersed seeds will sprout on other plants, send out aerial roots to the 
ground, and then strangle, smother, and replace the host plant. 
This is the only Clusia species found here in Hawaii. The leaves and flowers somewhat 

EFTA_R1_00459752 
EFTA01974685



resemble those of a Southern Magnolia, but Autograph Tree is not related to magnolias. 
Here In Hawaii, Autograph Tree grows in dry to moist coastal areas and other lowland areas 

below 3000 feet (914 m) in elevation. These plants are quite salt tolerant and so can grow 
right along the coast. 
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