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| am authorized by Mr Honig and Mrs Wasserman to offer a total of $150,000 to resolve this matter with prejudice against
them.

In addition, we are prepared to drop cur motion for sanctions, reducing your costs, inconvenience and risks.
If you act quickly, we are also prepared to drop the pending deposition as well,

We also believe that if your case against Abby Leigh goes forward, Mr Honig may be able to provide valuable testimony.
Please let me know.

My best,

Ira S Sacks

Sent from my iPad

www.akerman.com

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: The information contained in this

fransmission may be privileged and confidential, and is intended

only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this

message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any

dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly

prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please immediately

reply to the sender that you have received this communication in error and then
delete it. Thank you.
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CHILES CALLS FOR PROBE IN CHILD SEX ABUSE CASE

Associated Press

Gov. Lawton Chiles has ordered a criminal investigation into the handling of a child molestation case
tainted with allegations of political interference and shoddy case work.

Chiles assigned Daytona Beach State Attomey Steve Alexander, whose office investigated the child
sex abuse claims against Andres Sanchez, to look into questions raised by a Hillsborough County
grand jury this week.

"It would be fair to say that the grand jury was astonished by the way this particular matter was
handled, and it appears that there was political pressure put on some underlings at some of these
agencies to not follow the standard operating :

procedure.” Alexander wrote Chiles Wednesday in response to the grand jury's request for a new
IMAUIry.

In his letter, Alexander asked for Florida Department of Law Enforcement agents from outside Tampa
to conduct an investigation, which could last six months.

“The way this case was investigated was in the best light lackadaisical, and in the worst light politically
undermined." he wrote.

The grand jury on Monday charged Sanchez, 52, with seven counts of sexual battery. He is accused by
a niece of sexually abusing her between 1987 and 1993 while she lived with her relatives.

Sanchez is married to Carmen Sanchez, a Democratic activist and staunch supporter of Hillsborough
State Attorney Harry Lee Coe II1.

According to records and interviews, the girl went to live with the Sanchezes after her parents
divorced in 1983.

She first reported the abuse in 1987 to a guidance counselor at Claywell Elementary School i North
Tampa, who reported the claims after inviting the Sanchezes to confront the girl and her allegations.

Valentine Munoz, the guidance counselor who retired last year, denied such a meeting took place.
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HRS closed the case after the girl recanted the allegations. Alexander has said the recantation
occurred after she was pressured by her aunt and uncle.

In July 1993, HRS reported the sexual abuse complaint to Tampa police after the girl repeated the
allegations. After an examination, the department completed a criminal report affidavit charging sexual
battery and shipped it to Coe's office for review in September 1993.

Seven months later, after the family told an assistant state attorney Coe had a conflict because of his

friendship with Carmen Sanchez, he asked the governor to assign a new prosecutor. Chiles assigned
Alexander.

Coe said Wednesday that when he learned of the Sanchez case, he ordered his office removed from
the investigation "within five minutes "

The new investigation was welcomed by the girl's family.

"1 just love it," said the girl's grandmother in Virginia. "It's about time. She was 15 years old in 1993,
Now she's 17. That goes to show how it was pushed off, squashed."

Tampa police spokesman Steve Cole said detectives handled the investigation properly, and the
department welcomed a review of their actions.

HRS spokesman Tom Jones said any accusations of political overtones by the agency are
"irresponsible."

Coe vehemently denies allegations of political favoritism and said he was "outraged" at the suggestion,

E-mail us at feedbacki@herald com with yvour comments or questions.

2 1005 The Aiami Herald, The irforrialion You receive an-line_fram
The Miami Herald is protected by the copyright laws of the Unirted Stafes.
The copyright laws prohibit any copying, redistributing, refransmitting,
or repurposing of any copyright-protected material.

T

Ridder [ne. comparny.

file://C:AAmerica Online 4. Mabbie\PROBE HTM 01/08/2000

EFTA00068382



