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Leading the News

Federal Agents To Begin Phased Withdrawal From Portland.

President Trump on Wednesday tweeted <https:/twitter.com/real Donald Trump/status/1 288520300250923014> |
“If the Federal Government and its brilliant Law Enforcement (Homeland) didn’t go into Portland one week ago,
there would be no Portland — It would be burned and beaten to the ground. If the Mayor and Governor do not
stop the Crime and Violence from the Anarchists and Agitators immediately, the Federal Government will go in
and do the job that local law enforcement was supposed to do!™

Trump later tweeted <https://twitter.com/realDonald Trump/status/1 288599151349923840> | “(@FoxNews
reported incorrectly what the Federal Government is doing with respect to Portland. We are demanding that the
Governor & Mayor do their job or we will do it for them. To complicated to discuss in a Tweet, but bad reporting

by Fox (possibly on purpose!). @DHSgov”

Fox News <https://'www.foxnews.com/us/federal-agents-leave-portland-oregon= (7/29, Wallace, 27.59M) reports
on its website that federal agents deployed in Portland will begin a “phased withdrawal™ from the city’s
downtown area starting Thursday, Oregon Gov. Kate Brown (D) announced earlier Wednesday. Acting DHS
Secretary Wolf said in a statement that he and Brown had reached a joint plan to end “the violent activity in
Portland directed at federal properties and law enforcement officers.” In his statement, Woll said President
Trump and the Administration have been consistent in their message that “violent criminal activity” directed at
federal properties and law enforcement will not be tolerated and that “state and local leaders must step forward
and police their communities.”

Later Wednesday, Wolf alleged on Fox News™ Ingraham Angle <https:/video.foxnews.com/v/6176476365001/7
playlist 1d=5622526903001= (7/29) that Brown is using “very nrresponsible™ language. “She 1s describing law
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enforcement officers, civil law enforcement officers who wake up every day you come up with a badge on come
up with the uniform on and protect the community and federal officers, as an occupying force and responsible
for the violence we see in Portland. ... It is the violent rioters and criminals that we have seen over 60 days that
are the occupying force.”

The AP <https://apnews.com/ebeBe681d99¢3¢cT90eet6e808%e67df= (7/29, Selsky, Ranen) reports Brown
announced federal agents will begin a “phased withdrawal™ from the city as they “work alongside state police to
cuard the exterior of the courthouse.” A “limited number of other federal agents,” however, “will remain inside
the courthouse.” CNBC <https://www.cnbe.com/2020/07/29/oregon-federal-government-reach-deal-on-
withdrawal-of-portland-agents. html> (7/29, Higgins, 3.62M) says on its website, “While Brown’s statement
indicated that some federal officers, including all Customs and Border Protection and Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agents, will depart as soon as Thursday, Wolf indicated that DHS agents will remain.” Wolf “wrote
that the DHS would keep its personnel in Portland ‘until we are assured that the Hatfield Federal Courthouse and
other federal properties will no longer be attacked and that the seat of justice in Portland will remain secure.™

Wolf, Politico <https://www.politico.com/news/2020/07/29/justice-department-law-enforcement-presence-
trump-386276> (7/29, Cohen, 4.29M) reports, “said he was pleased that Oregon officials had agreed to maintain
the first line of defense for the courthouse, but he also suggested that a lackadaisical response from Brown and
Portland city officials essentially forced the feds to make their controversial move to call in reinforcements.”
Wolf'is quoted as saying, “If she would’ve done it earlier, we would’ve been able to address the situation very
differently. ... If violent individuals decide to commit a conscious decision to break federal law, we're going to
hold those people accountable. With Oregon State Police there, we hope it doesn’t get to that. ... That’s what
occurs in every other city across the country. We hope that’s what’s going to occur there as well.”

The Federalist <https://thefederalist.com/2020/07/29/dhs-secretary-says-agents-will-stay-in-portland-while-
governor-claims-theyre-leaving/> (7/29, Reynolds, 126K) reports that while “Wolf and Brown both claimed to
have reached a decision together,” their announcements “emphasize very different aspects™ of what it calls “an
ambiguous agreement.”

The New York Times <https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/us/protests-portland-federal-withdrawal. html=
(7/29, A1, Baker, 18.61M). meanwhile, reports that “hours before the announcement of the agreement, President
Trump doubled down on the need for the increased federal presence in Portland.” Trump is quoted as saying,
“You hear all sorts of reports about us leaving. We're not leaving until they’ve secured their city. We told the
governor. We told the mayor. Secure your city. If they don’t secure their city soon, we have no choice. We're
going to have to go in and clean it out.”

The Washington Times <https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/jul/29/kate-brown-blinks-portland-
protest-deal-chad-wolf/= (7/29, Dinan, 492K) calls the agreement “a possible solution to months of violent
clashes that have stained the city,” the AP <https://apnews.com/4422d02a7186654bbde9ce0547aba920> (7/29,
Flaccus, Balsamo) notes “each side declared victory.” while the Washington Post
<https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/portland-federal-officers-withdraw/2020/07/29/6a9106ae-d | be-11ea-
9038-af089b63ac2] story.html= (7/29, Al, Berman, Miroff, Lang, Fahrenthold, 14.2M) says “the specific

timing of how this would play out remained unclear.”

On 1ts editorial page, the Wall Street Journal <https://www.wsj.com/articles/restoring-order-in-portland-
11596064275= (7/29, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) welcomes the announcement, which it says puts the
responsibility to restore order back on state and local leaders. USA Today
<https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/07/29/federal-agents-to-leave-portland-
covernor/5536136002/= (7/29, Hauck, 10.31M), the Wall Street Journal <https://www.wsj.com/articles/trump-
administration-oregon-reach-deal-for-drawdown-of-federal-agents-in-portland-11596044448> (7/29, A1, Levy,
Gurman, Subscription Publication, 7.57M), Townhall
<https://townhall.com/tipsheet/cortneyobrien/2020/07/29/federal-agents-are-leaving-portland-n2573370= (7/29,
O'Brien, 177K), and the Daily Caller <https://dailycaller.com/2020/07/29/trump-administration-agreement-
oregon-governor-kate-brown-violence-courthouse-portland/= (7/29, Talcott, 716K), among other news outlets,
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also report on the announcement.

Former Prosecutor Warns Trump Making Cities Less Safe. Former federal prosecutor Michael J. Stern argues in
USA Today <https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/07/29/violent-protests-help-donald-trump-
reelection-campaign-column/5525614002/= (7/29, 10.31M) that Trump “has cast the battle between protesters
and federal law enforcement in the same way he cast *The Apprentice’ — with heroes and villains and an
audience that does not know it is being played.” Trump’s “Portland strategy,” Stern says, 1s: “Look tough and
beat Biden. But he’s making cities less safe.”

Protests

Administration Announces Deployment Of Agents To Cleveland, Milwaukee, Detroit.

Reuters <https://www.reuters.com/article/us-global-race-protests/oregon-says-federal-agents-to-pull-back-from-
portland-after-clashes-idUSKCN24U2GW= (7/29, Chiacu, Alper, Hay, Borter, Layne), meanwhile, reports “the
withdrawal in Oregon coincided with the announcement of a deployment of federal law enforcement officials to
Cleveland, Milwaukee and Detroit, expanding a separate program aimed at curtailing a surge of murders and
other violent crimes in some cities.” NBC Nightly News

<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/ba2354591 e8b466aba509397966613ae?pubid=tbi= (7/29, story 5,
2:00, Holt, 5.97M) said as part of the operation, the Administration is “sending federal agents, not tactical teams,
to help fight crime™ in the more cities.

USA Today <https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2020/07/29/operation-legend-doj-to-send-officers-
to-detroit-cleveland-milwaukee/5535490002/> (7/29, Phillips, 10.31M) reports the Justice Department plans to
send 42 agents to Detroit and “more than 25 each to Cleveland and Milwaukee — cities that officials said have
seen rising violent crime rates.” The federal officers, drawn from “the FBIL, Drug Enforcement Administration
and other agencies, will help local and state officials in ongoing criminal investigations, according to the Justice
Department.”

Fox News <https://'www.foxnews.com/politics/dojs-operation-legend-expanded-to-cleveland-detroit-and-
milwaukee-amid-violence> (7/29, Blitzer, 27.59M) reports, “The nitiative first launched in Kansas City, Mo.. on
July 8, and expanded to Chicago and Albuguerque one week ago.” Detroit, Cleveland, and Milwaukee “will see
increased resources from the FBI, U.S. Marshals Service, Drug Enforcement Administration, and the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives that will aim to reduce erime, particularly gun violence.”

CNN <https://edition.cnn.com/2020/07/29/politics/justice-department-cleveland-detroit-milwaukee/index. html=
(7/29, Perez, 83.16M) reports that the federal agents “will work on gun and other criminal cases previously
identified as within federal junisdiction in coordination with local and federal prosecutors. Justice officials
previously announced that hundreds of federal officers were being sent to Chicago, Kansas City and
Albuguerque as part of an initiative called Operation Legend.”

The Hill <http://thehill.com/homenews/administration/509560-trump-administration-to-send-federal-agents-to-
cleveland-detroit-and= (7/29, Samuels, 2.98M) reports, “The department cited increases in violent crime in each
of the cities, noting homicides and shootings are up in all three places compared to 2019, President Trump last
week announced similar deployments of federal agents to Chicago and Albuquerque as part of Operation
Legend, which is named for a young victim of gun violence in Kansas City. The administration has repeatedly
invoked the program to argue Trump 1s imposing law and order.”

The New York Post <https://nypost.com/2020/07/29/feds-send-agents-into-three-us-cities-for-operation-legend/=

(7/29, Feuerherd, 4.57M) reports, “Operation Legend 1s named after 4-year-old LeGend Taliferro. who was shot
and killed in Kansas City while she was sleeping, and launched earlier this month in the city.”
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The CBS Evening News <https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/98 1 c9c64d5fad 53d85cac4 7984d2839b7
pubid=fbi= (7/29, story 6, 2:00, O'Donnell, 4.28M) reported the Administration announced Wednesday that it is
expanding “Operation Legend” sending “additional federal agents outside of Oregon, it says, to combat upticks
in violence in Cleveland, Milwaukee, and Detroit. Detroit’s chief of police welcomes the federal support to
combat violent crime, but says he doesn’t need their help with protesters.” Detroit Police Chief James Craig:
“We never requested support for any protest-related activity. We do support...anything to reduce violence in our
city.”

The Washington Times <https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/jul/29/james-craig-detroit-police-chief-
on-why-city-1snt-/> (7/29, Chasmar, 492K) reports Chief Craig “said Tuesday his city 1sn’t seeing the riots that
are occurring in other major cities across the country because his police department is supported by the mayor
and fellow Detroiters who are *fed up” with the ‘misguided radicals’ fomenting chaos.”

The Washington Times <https:/www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/jul/29/justice-department-send-federal-
agents-fight-crime/= (7/29, Mordock, 492K reports Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan on Twitter Wednesday
“assured residents his city didn’t initiate the surge in federal officers.” Duggan tweeted
<https://twitter.com/MayorMikeDuggan/status/1288505826039271425= , “Today’s announcement of additional
federal agency staff was not initiated by the City of Detroit. So long as they are used in the continuing effort to
enforce federal laws on illegal gun trafficking and gang violence, DPD will continue its strong partnership with
those agencies.” Meanwhile, Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett last week said he was “extremely concerned™ about
the deployment.

US Attorney Distinguishes Federal Role In Portland From Crime-Fighting Assistance In Other Cities. The AP
<https://apnews.com/79¢T5f811373bdd77d47fbed4d22eb458> (7/29, Richmond) reports that on Wednesday,
federal prosecutors “worked...to dispel concerns that federal agents headed to a number of U.5. cities will be
used to break up protests, insisting that the agents will work side-by-side with local and state investigators to
solve violent erimes.” President Trump “announced last week that he was sending agents to more U.S. cities...to
combat a nise in violent erime.” Matthew Krueger, the US Attorney in Milwaukee, “told reporters during a news
conference...that the media was confusing agents” missions,” and that “agents being sent to cities other than
Portland were part of a U.S. Department of Justice effort to bolster manpower in high-crime cities.” Sen. Tammy
Baldwin (D-WI) “said that after speaking with Krueger, she is supportive of the operation in Milwaukee,” but
“faulted Trump’s administration for not being clear from the outset.”

Federal Agents Headed For Detroit.

The AP <https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/michigan/articles/2020-07-29/prosecutor-federal-agents-
headed-to-detroit-to-fight-crime=> (7/29) reports from Detroit, “Federal agents being sent to Detroit by the Trump
administration will help local authorities fight violent erime and won’t interfere with protests against racism or
excessive force by police, the region’s top federal prosecutor said Wednesday.” US Attorney Matthew Schneider
“dismissed as “irresponsible rhetoric’ any suggestion that the government wants to quash dissent in Michigan,
seeking to allay fears that they would have a role similar to the one agents have had at protests in Portland,
Oregon, in recent weeks. Instead, he stressed that they would be helping local law enforcement combat a rise in
violent erime in Detroit. “The United States Department of Justice will not sit on the sidelines while murderers
spread violence in our neighborhoods,” Schneider told reporters as he described a “surge’ of agents and deputy
marshals in Detroit.”

The Detroit News <https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/detroit-city/2020/07/29/federal-law-
enforcement-discuss-expansion-plan-combat-detroit-violence/5530308002/= (7/29, Ferretti, 825K) reports,
“Schneider told The News last week that he was actively working with Washington, D.C., to *bring more federal
resources and more federal law enforcement agents to Michigan.” The effort, he noted, 1s an extension of
Operation Relentless Pursuit, a program rolled out in Detroit last winter by U.S. Attorney General William Barr.”
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The News adds, “The program to assist local law enforcement establish new task forces to track down the most
violent offenders also is targeted at Memphis, Baltimore, Kansas City, Cleveland, Milwaukee and Albuguerque,
Barr said in December when he announced the program alongside Craig and leaders of the FBI, ATF, DEA and

U.S. Marshals Service.”

The Detroit Free Press <https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2020/07/29/detroit-federal-
law-enforcement-violence/5534691002/> (7/29, Baldas, 1.52M) reports, “Federal law enforcement agencies
have a message for Detroit: We are coming to help your city fight violence, not harass or intimidate your
protesters. ‘Let me be perfectly clear ... there are no federal troops coming to Detroit, or anywhere in Michigan
to interfere with protesters,”” Schneider said Wednesday. The Free Press adds, “Many Detroiters have expressed
concern and fears about the federal intervention as it comes amidst a national Black Lives Matter movement that
has turned violent in other cities across the country. Detroit protests have thus far been mostly peaceful, though
many locals fear their city could turn into another Portland, where chaos and mayhem broke out following the
arrival of federal agents,” but “that’s not why federal agents are coming here, the leaders stressed on
Wednesday.”

MLive (MI) <https://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/2020/07/officials-say-federal-agents-deployed-to-detroit-
wont-target-protests.html= (7/29, Afana, 925K) reports, “The plan 1s to send 42 federal agents from the FBI,
DEA, Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and U.S. Marshals to Detroit to fight gun and gang violence.
The city will also get $1 million to combat gang and gun violence from the Bureau of Justice Assistance.”
Schneider “cited a spike in violent crime as the reason. He said homicides have increased by 31% in Detroit.
“These numbers keep going up. This flood in violence keeps threatening our safety. More and more, our children
are being caught in the crossfire and murdered in senseless gun violence,” Schneider said, referring to the May 21
death of Nathaniel Mesiah Roby, a 4-year-old who was shot in his home.”

The Detroit Metro Times <https://www.metrotimes.com/news-hits/archives/2020/07/29/feds-deploying-dozens-
of-agents-to-detroit-to-combat-gun-violence-not-protests-they-say> (7/29, Neavling, 219K) reports, “As long as
the agents leave protesters alone, Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan and police Chief James Craig said they support
the additional resources.™

WDIV-TV <https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/local/2020/07/29/fbi-offers-25000-reward-in-search-for-
suspects-in-4-year-olds-death-in-detroit/> Detroit (7/29, Johncox, 460K) reports from Detroit, “FBI Special
Agent in Charge Steve D" Antuono announced during a news conference Wednesday a 525,000 reward for
information leading to the arrest of those responsible for the death of a 4-year-old boy in Detroit.” Nathaniel
“Messiah™ Roby-Townsend “died just after midnight on May 21 when someone fired shots into his family’s
home on Birwood Street near Seven Mile Road. Family members said the children were in bed when someone
drove by and opened fire, hitting Nathaniel. He was rushed to a hospital where he was pronounced dead.”
Among local news outlets also reporting are WIR-AM <https://www.wijr.com/2020/07/29/extra-federal-officers-
assigned-to-detroit/> Detroit (7/29, 19K), WIBK-TV <https://www.fox2detroit.com/video/834975> Detroit
(7/29, 103K), WDIV-TV <https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/michigan/2020/07/29/operation-legend-to-
bring-federal-agents-to-detroit-heres-what-that-will-look-like/> Detroit (7/29, Johneox, 460K ), WXYZ-TV
<https://'www.wxyz.com/news/federal-agents-head-to-detroit-as-city-officials-seek-help-to-curb-gun-violence=
Detroit (7/29, Chowdhry, 236K), WXYZ-TV <https://www.wxyz.com/news/we-have-to-address-the-
unacceptable-level-of-gun-violence-duggan-craig-respond-to-federal-agent-deployment-to-detroit> Detroit
(7/29, 236K), WIBK-TV <https://www.fox2detroit.com/news/operation-legend-begins-in-detroit-fbi-offers-25k-
reward-for-arrest-in-case-of-nathaniel-townsend> Detroit (7/29, 103K), Deadline Detroit
<https://www.deadlinedetroit.com/articles/25863/trump _to_deploy more atf and fbi agents to detroit to batt
le violent crime> (7/29, Lengel), and WWI-TV <https://detroit.cbslocal.com/2020/07/29/feds-sending-

additional-agents-to-detroit-cleveland-and-milwaukee/> Detroat (7/29).

Cleveland To See 25 New Federal Agents In Operation Legend.
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The Cleveland Plain Dealer <https://'www.cleveland.com/cityhall/2020/07/cleveland-will-get-25-new-federal-
agents-to-fight-violent-crime-in-the-city. html= (7/29, Canigha, 895K) reports, “Federal authorities said
Wednesday that Cleveland will get 25 federal agents over the next several months to stem a spike in violent
crime.” The Plain Dealer adds, “Nearly $10 million in federal money also will go toward hiring 30 Cleveland
police officers and seven state officers, U.5. Attorney Justin Herdman told reporters at a press conference. *We
can’t waste any time here,” Herdman said, eiting a 35 percent increase in shootings in the city over the same time
last year. Homicides have jumped 32 percent, according to the Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner’s Office.
Herdman’s comments came days after the White House announced that the U.S. Justice Department selected
Cleveland and a handful of other cities would receive additional federal officers.”

WEWS-TV <https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/cleveland-metro/operation-legend-will-bring-
dozens-of-atf-dea-fbi-agents-and-u-s-marshals-to-cleveland> Cleveland (7/29, Vanallen) reports, “On
Wednesday, the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Northern District of Ohio, along with the Cleveland Division of
Police, Mayor Frank Jackson, and other federal partners, dispelled rumors about *Operation Legend’ and what's
been done in the city as a result of an effort that has been in the planning stages since 2019, *First Operation
Legend is a violent crime reduction effort. Period,” said Justin Herdman, U.S. Attorney for the Northern District
of Ohio. ‘There are additional resources that are being provided to state and local law enforcement to assist in
traditional erime-fighting that will be directed at gang violence, narcotics-related shootings, and 1llegal firearms.
What it 1s not is an introduction of federal police. It is not an introduction of federal uniform personnel and it’s
not an introduction of federal agents to protect federal property.™

WEKYC-TV <https://'www.wkyc.com/article/news/crime/eric-hakizimana-murder-reward-operation-legend-
cleveland/95-0bc17d73-cd2a-4735-9edc-ac238ad6737a> Cleveland (7/29, 223K) reports, “As Cleveland
authorities introduced the launch of ‘Operation Legend” — a violent erime reduction effort in the city — they also
announced a $25.000 reward regarding the murder of a 17-year-old boy.” WKYC-TV adds, “Officials with the
Cleveland Division of the FBI are asking for the public’s help in finding the person(s) responsible for the May 25
shooting, which claimed the life of Eric Hakizimana as he stopped at a traffic light at the intersection of W. 80th
and Detroit. Eric Smith, Special Agent in Charge of the Cleveland FBI, discussed details of the teen’s death
during a press conference Wednesday morning. *Eric was violently pulled from his vehicle, shot and left to die
on the streets of Cleveland. His murderer then drove away in Enie’s vehicle.™

WEWS-TV <https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/cleveland-metro/fbi-offers-25-000-reward-for-
info-carjacking-fatal-shooting-of-teen-on-his-way-home-from-soccer> Cleveland (7/29) reports, “Police said an
unknown male approached Hakizimana's car, dragged him out of the vehicle, shot him and fled the area in his
vehicle. “Eric and his family are refugees from their home country of the Democratic Republic Congo, having
fled violence and war there for a refugee camp in Uganda. Eric and his family came to the United States unable
to imagine violence would follow them to a street light at West 80th and Detroit with the sudden and tragic loss
of their son,” Smith said. A $25,000 reward 1s being offered as part of funds allocated from *Operation Legend.™
WEKYC-TV <https://www.wkyc.com/video/news/local/cleveland/operation-legend-explained-cleveland/95-
08d260ea-8eYb-4578-baaB-e3c75897106f> Cleveland (7/29, 223K) also reports.

Milwaukee To Get More Than 25 Federal Agents.

The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel <https://www jsonline.com/story/news/crime/2020/07/29/25-federal-agents-
come-milwaukee-part-operation-legend/5534357002/> (7/29, Spicuzza, 632K) reports, “More than 25 federal
agents will be coming to Milwaukee as part of Operation Legend. a program aimed at addressing violent crime,
Matthew D. Krueger, U.S. attorney for Wisconsin’s Eastern District, said Wednesday.” The Journal Sentinel
adds, “Agents from the FBI, Drug Enforcement Administration, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives, and U.S. Marshals Service will join work that’s already underway by existing federal, state and local
task forces, Krueger said. Ten of the federal agents will be assigned to work in Milwaukee temporarily to provide
‘immediate assistance,” and the others will be assigned over the next year to provide long-term assistance, he
said.”
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WDIT-TV <http://www.cbs58.com/news/25-30-federal-agents-coming-to-milwaukee-through-operation-legend=
Milwaukee (7/29, 65K) reports, “Between 25 and 30 federal agents will be coming to Milwaukee through the
FBI, ATF, U.S. Marshal Service and the DEA to expand on existing partnerships with the Milwaukee Police
Department. *These aren’t beat cops,” Wisconsin Eastern Distriet ULS. Attorney Matthew Krueger said. ‘These
are trained investigators, who do often longer term mvestigations or who know how to do a deeper dive on
things.”” Milwaukee “1s one of six cities currently involved in *Operation Legend,” along with Detroit,
Cleveland, Chicago, Kansas City and Albequerque.” WDJT-TV adds. “The city’s homicide rate is currently 85
percent higher than 1t was at this time last year. *That’s the reason why we need to focus our attention to reduce
violent crime in this area,” Milwaukee FBI Special Agent in Charge Robert Hughes said.”

The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel <https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/crime/2020/07/29/qunyonce-louis-
moore-shooting-25-k-reward-offered-teens-killing/5535798002/= (7/29, Dirr, 632K) reports, “Federal officials
on Wednesday announced a reward of up to $25,000 for information leading to the arrest of the person who
killed Qunyonce Louis-Moore, 16, in Milwaukee. She was fatally shot about 10:30 p.m. on June 30 while on a
walk with friends on the 3400 block of North 8th Street. Qunyonce died at the scene. ‘Please, | beg you, if you
have any information at all please, please come forward and let us know, and we will do everything we can to
bring justice to the individual that took her life,” said FBI Special Agent in Charge Robert Hughes, calling
Qunyonce’s homicide a “senseless act.”™ WISN-TV <https://'www.wisn.com/article/up-to-30-federal-agents-
coming-to-milwaukee/33445279> Milwaukee (7/29, 265K) also reports.

Two Protesters Charged In Attack On Wisconsin State Lawmaker.

The Wisconsin State Journal <https://madison.com/wsj/mews/local/crime-and-courts/two-charged-with-battery-
for-attack-during-protest-that-injured-state-sen-tim-carpenter/article 34a825a4-7d3{-537b-9dc7-

9019daa05fac. html= (7/29, Treleven, 372K) reports that “tips from a former physical therapy client and from co-
workers led police to the identities of two women who were arrested this week for the alleged attack on state
Sen. Tim Carpenter last month during a Downtown protest, according to court documents filed Wednesday.”
Kerida E. O"Reilly and Samantha R. Hamer, both of Madison, were charged Wednesday “with substantial battery
as party to a crime for the alleged attack on Carpenter.”

The New York Times <https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/us/wisconsin-tim-carpenter-attacked html= (7/29,
Hauser, 18.61M) reports Carpenter “said on June 24 that he was punched and kicked in the head after he took a
cellphone video of protesters who had been marching through downtown Madison for several hours to protest
police violence and racism.”

US Charges Eight Pittsburgh Protesters.

KDKA-TV <https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/07/29/8-pittsburgh-protesters-criminally-indicted/> Pittsburgh
(7/29, 144K) reports, “Eight Pittsburgh protesters who were involved in the May 30 demonstrations in
downtown Pittsburgh have been eriminally indicted, according to U.S. Attorney Scott Brady’s office. The people
indicted include 31-year-old George Allen of Pittsburgh, 25-year-old Nicholas Lucia of Pittsburgh, 25-year-old
Andrew Augustyniak-Duncan of Carnegie, 24-year-old Rackwon Dac Blankenship of Pittsburgh, 24-year-old
Devin Montgomery of Pittsburgh, 22-year-old Da’Jon Lengyel of McKees Rocks, 35-year-old Christopher West
of Pittsburgh and 29-year-old Brandon Benson of Pittsburgh.”

The Gant (PA) Daily <https://gantdaily.com/2020/07/29/eight-indicted-for-crimes-during-may-30-pittsburgh-
protest/= (7/29, Shirey) reports, “The alleged criminal acts occurred while Pittsburgh Police officers were
engaged in responding to the violent demonstration in downtown Pittsburgh on May 30, at the same time that
many other citizens were lawfully protesting over the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis, Minn. The
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indictments were returned under seal on July 22, and the final two indictments were unsealed on Wednesday.
“The actions of the accused were uncalled for and prevented law enforcement officers from carrying out their
duties to protect and serve our community,” said FBI Pittsburgh Special Agent in Charge Michael Christman.
“The FBI respects the rights of people to peacefully exercise their First Amendment freedoms but will not stand
by and let those with a violent agenda take over peaceful protests.™

Seattle Police Union Leader Rejects Mayor’s Claim Trump Using Agents As “Dry Run For Martial Law.”

Fox News <https://www.foxnews.com/media/seattle-police-union-leader-trump-martial-law= (7/29, Kaplan,
27.59M) reports, “Denying federal law enforcement assistance to combat violence 1s *unconscionable,” Seattle
Police Officers Guild President Michael Solan told *America’s Newsroom' on Wednesday, reacting to comments
made by Seattle Mayor Jenny Durkan earlier this week.” Speaking on CNN Monday, Durkan said President
Trump “clearly targeted cities run by Democratic mayors. He's said so himself. He's using law enforcement as a
political tool.” Durkan continued. “I hate to say it, but I really believe that we are seeing the dry run for martial
law.” In response, Solan said, “To deny any type of assistance from any law enforcement entity to me i
unconscionable and [ have yet to hear one elected official show concern for the officers that were hurt this past
weekend.”

Seattle Mayor Loses Bid To Stop Recall Petition. The AP
<https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/jul/29/jenny-durkan-seattle-mayor-loses-bid-stop-recall-p/=
(7/29) reports that a judge “who ruled earlier this month that a recall petition against Seattle Mayor Jenny
Durkan could move ahead is holding to that decision.” King County Superior Court Judge Mary E. Roberts on
Wednesday “denied a motion by Durkan that asked Roberts to reconsider her July 10 ruling.” Durkan “could
appeal to a higher court, but the ruling marks another legal win” for his opponents “in what would be a long
process to oust her from office in a special recall election.”

Oakland Approves Resolution To Keep City “Safe” From “Trump’s Federal Agents.”

Fox News <https://'www.foxnews.com/us/oakland-city-council-resolution-safe-trumps-federal-agents> (7/29,
Casiano, 27.59M) reports the Oakland City Council approved a resolution Tuesday to keep the ity “safe from
President Trump's federal agents.” The “unanimous vote™ approved legislation that cited the ongoing protests in
Portland.

Judge Restricts Use Of Force Against Protesters In Oakland. Axios <https://'www.axios.com/judge-police-force-
protesters-oakland-80965¢3b-c9b6-4de5-b055-055c3a84d3e9 . html= (7/29, Ayesh, 521K) reports that a judge
issued a preliminary injunction on Wednesday “restricting police from using stinger grenades, rubber bullets and
pepper balls against protesters in Oakland.”™ US Magistrate Joseph Spero’s injunction “follows a request from the
Anti-Police Terror Project, a nonprofit watchdog group, which accused local police of using excessive force
against Black Lives Matters protesters.” The order, however, “does not apply to federal officers.”

Morgan, Miller: Democrats Emboldening Protesters By Failing To Condemn Violence.

Acting CBP Commussioner Morgan said on WMAL-AM <https://omny. fm/shows/the-larry-o-connor-
show/playlists/podeast/embed?style=cover= Washington (7/29), “I'm disgusted at™ House Speaker Pelosi calling
his officers stormtroopers. Morgan said such comments are “emboldening and encouraging what [ refer to as
violent eriminal anarchists. ... This is politics being put before public safety.” Morgan, appearing on Washington
Watch <https://www.tonyperkins.com/get.cfm?i=LR20G21= (7/29, Morgan, Schweppe, Dennard, Gonzalez),
said, “The last 62 days there have been peaceful protests that have been taken over, hijacked, by violent
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anarchists every single night with the willful intent to destroy federal property and hurt federal agents.”

White House senior advisor Stephen Miller said on WSB-AM
<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/9albd6daaaf747449a70f1e 1e576bde 8 ?pubid=fbi= Atlanta (7/29,
52K), “The Democratic Party decided to rally behind purposeless anarchists in Portland launching meendiary
devices.” Miller added, “Democrats have fully thrown in their lot with this new brand of domestic terrorism.” In
Portland there are “heroic law enforcement officers doing shifts in unimaginable circumstances, trying to keep
federal property...safe.”

Rove: Biden Likely To Lose Support From Center For Failing To Condemn Protesters. Karl Rove, writing in his
Wall Street Journal <https://www.wsj.com/articles/rioters-attack-more-than-a-courthouse- 11596061930 (7/29,
Subscription Publication, 7.57M) column, welcomes the deal brokered by the Administration with authorities in
Oregon. Rove also writes that by failing to condemn violent protesters in Portland, Joe Biden 1s likely to lose
support from centrists voters who are tired of the violence.

Poll: Support Drops For Protests, But Many Disapprove Of Trump’s Response.

Reuters <https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-election-poll/support-dips-for-protests-but-many-americans-
reject-trumps-response-reuters-ipsos-poll-dUSKCN24UTEX= (7/29, Kahn) reports that “Amernicans’ support for
the Black Lives Matter protests has declined since the immediate aftermath of the death of George Floyd in May
renewed a national conversation on race, yet more than half still disapprove of President Donald Trump’s
response, according to a Reuters/Ipsos opinion poll.” The July 27-28 poll “also showed a largely partisan
reaction to Trump’s decision to deploy federal agents to quell demonstrators.” According to the poll, *52% of
American adults say they are sympathetic™ to the protesters, “about 12 percentage points lower than a similar
poll that ran in mid-June.” The poll also “showed 54% of Americans disapprove of Trump’s handling of the
protests, which is only a slight improvement from a similar poll that ran in mid-June when 58% disapproved.”

AP Analysis: Trump’s Focus On Crime s A Campaign Gambit. Under the headline “As Crime Surges On His
Watch, Trump Warns Of Biden’s America,” the AP <https://apnews.com/344477113461be394548f8ce775313de>
(7/29, Madhani) reports the President 1s “painting a dystopian portrait of what Joe Biden’s America might look
like, asserting crime and chaos would ravage communities should the former vice president win the White House
in November.” The AP adds, “Left unsaid: A recent surge in violent crime in several American cities has
happened on his watch.” According to the AP, “With echoes of Richard Nixon’s law-and-order campaign in 1968
— when American streets were rife with racial protests and Nixon campaigned vowing to crack down and restore
order in an appeal tailored to white voters — Trump 1s trying to energize his conservative base while also making
an appeal to a small patch of undecided voters by posing the question: Which man will keep you safer?

Pentagon Training Course Refers To Protesters, Journalists As “Adversaries.”

Politico <https://'www._politico.com/news/2020/07/29/pentagon-protesters-journalists-adversaries-386854= (7/29,
Seligman, 4.29M) reports that a “new mandatory Pentagon training course aimed at preventing leaks refers to
protesters and journalists as ‘adversaries’ in a fictional scenario designed to teach Defense Department personnel
how to better protect sensitive information.” The training materials are public and include a video message from
Defense Secretary Esper. “as well as a July 20 memo outlining his concerns about operational security and
directing all DoD personnel — military, civilian and on-site contractors — to take the course within the next 60

days.”

UN Rights Panel Questions Police Tactics Against Protesters.
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The New York Times <https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/world/americas/united-nations-portland-
protests.html= (7/29, Cumming-Bruce, 18.61M) reports, “Law-enforcement authorities are obligated to protect
and facilitate peaceful demonstrations, an influential United Nations human rights panel said on Wednesday,
challenging tactics the police have used against anti-racism protests in American cities and around the world.”
The UN Human Rights Committee said the international treaty “governing civil and political rights requires
states to allow peaceful demonstrations, not to block or disrupt them without a compelling reason.™

Video Of NYPD Pulling Protester Into Unmarked Van Draws Criticism.

The CBS Evening News <https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/98 1 ¢9cb64d5fad53d85cac4 79844283907
pubid=fbi= (7/29, story 6, 2:00, O'Donnell, 4.28M) said “concerns around protest policing are heightening across
the country, like this arrest of a protester by undercover NYPD officers yesterday who placed her in an unmarked
vehicle.” Mayor Bill de Blasio (D): “I think it was the wrong time and the wrong place to effectuate that arrest.”
ABC World News Tonight <https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/10e7c5761fd44a39al ea24b8613a%eal?
pubid=fbi= (7/29, story 8, 0:25, Muir, 7.22M) reported that “witnesses say it was excessive.”

NBC Nightly News <https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/ba2354591 e8b466aba50939796663ae?
pubid=fbi= (7/29, story 5, 2:00, Holt, 5.97M) similarly said video of the arrest “has struck a raw nerve.” NBC's
Gabe Gutierrez added, “The NYPD said the protester was wanted for damaging police cameras during five
separate incidents around City Hall.” Fox News <https://www.foxnews.com/us/nypd-police-arrest-woman-
minivan-video-cameras> (7/29, Pagones, 27.59M) reports on its website that the NYPD released new video
footage that “appears to show the woman...after she allegedly damaged city-owned surveillance cameras on five
separate occasions, officials said.” The woman, identified by “several social media accounts and reports,” is
believed to be 18-year-old Nikki Stone.

The New York Times <https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/28/nyregion/nypd-protester-van. html> (7/29, Zaveri,
Gold, 18.61M) reports Stone, police said, was “one of 12 protesters arrested on Tuesday,” charged with “criminal
mischief and making graffiti, which are misdemeanor offenses, and released early Wednesday morming.™

Whistleblower Alleges LAPD Encouraged Excessive Force And Retaliation.

The Los Angeles Times <https://www.latimes.com/californa/story/2020-07-29/lapd-swat-unit-controlled-by-
swat-mafia-that-encourages-deadly-shootings-sergeant-lawsuit-alleges= (7/29, 4.64M) reports that a “longtime
Los Angeles police SWAT sergeant is suing the LAPD, alleging the unit is run by a *“SWAT Mafia’ of veteran
cops who encourage the use of deadly force and ostracized him for revealing its behavior.” Sgt. Tim Colomey,
“who spent 11 years as a SWAT supervisor until last November, has filed a whistleblower lawsuit alleging
retaliation for revealing how a group of veteran officers controlled the tactical unit’s operations and membership
and punished him and other enemies for speaking out.” Colomey alleges in the suit filed Tuesday that those
leaders “glamorize the use of lethal force, and direct the promotions of officers who share the same values while
maligning the reputations of officers who do not.”

Minneapolis Police Search For Man Who Incited Violent Protests.

ABC World News Tonight <https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/8a5 leb09cabad6alabb3094¢ 11d99fab?
pubid=fbi= (7/29, story 7, 1:25, Muir, 7.22M) reported authorities in Minneapolis “say they are now searching
for a man that they allege was seen in a viral video smashing windows and inciting violence after the death of
George Floyd. They say he 1s a white supremacist who wanted to fuel racial unrest.” ABC (Perez) added,
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“Investigators are working to obtain the man’s cell phone location data. At this point, charges have not yet been

filed.”

NYTimes Analysis: Demings Has Complicated History With Police Misconduct.

The New York Times <https://www.nytimes.com/article/val-demings-biden-vp. html> (7/29, Rosenthal, Mazzei,
18.61M) reports Rep. Val Demings (D-FL), a former Orlando police chief, has emerged as a finalist to be Joe
Biden’s running mate, but a review of her record shows a complicated history involving police misconduct.
Crime sharply declined while Demings served as police chief, “but use of force by officers remained high.”
Police misconduct cases are “also the focus of renewed scrutiny for another top contender,” Sen. Kamala Harris
(D-CA), "who has been criticized for not aggressively prosecuting officers accused of wrongdoing as
Califormia’s attorney general.”

Floyd Hologram To Tour US And Replace Confederate Statues.

The New York Daily News <https://news.yahoo.com/george-floyd-hologram-tour-u- 191300300 . html= (7/29,
Braine, 2.52M) reported that a “hologram effigy” of George Floyd “will tour the US, traveling roughly along the
route of the 1961 Freedom Rides.” In Richmond, Virginia, the hologram “will replace the statue of Robert E.
Lee,” which protesters removed in June.

Counter-Terrorism

California Man Named As Alleged White Supremacist Leader.

The Sacramento (CA) Bee <https://'www.sacbee.com/news/local/article244572717 html> (7/29, Stanton, 567K)
reports, “The shadowy online white supremacist leader who is alleged to be a 27-year-old Orangevale man is one
of the most vielent extremists in the movement today, but his unmasking may result in his followers fleeing his
influence, a researcher into American hate movements says.” Andrew Richard Casarez, “who allegedly posted
online for years as the *Vie Mackey.’ the leader of a Dylann Roof-worshipping group known as the *Bowl
Patrol.” is under investigation by the Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office for alleged hate crimes and earlier this
month had a 9 mm firearm seized by detectives who obtained an emergency restraining order,” but “But public
reports of his identity — first by the website Anonymous Comrades Collective on July 7 and then by the
Huffington Post a week ago — may scare off followers of the Bowl Patrol, said Cassie Miller, a senior research
analyst with the Southern Poverty Law Center.”

Counter-Intelligence

Justice Department Agrees To Release FBI Texts From MeCabe.

The Washington Examiner <https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/doj-agrees-to-release-tbi-texts-from-
andrew-mecabe> (7/29, Dunleavy, 448K) reports the Justice Department has agreed “to release at least some of
fired FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe’s text messages following a yearslong FOIA lawsuit pursued by
Judicial Watch, a conservative watchdog group.” The Justice Department “told a DC federal court last week that
it had found dozens of potentially relevant texts from the FBI official who played a key role in the Trump-Russia
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investigation and the Clinton emails investigation.” DOJ lawyers “told the court and Judicial Watch that they
would need until the end of August to review the records before agreeing to a production schedule.” Judicial
Watch first filed “its FOLA lawsuit for these McCabe text messages back in 2017 on behalf of retired FBI
supervisory special agent Jeffrey Damk.”

FBI Memo Highlights Mystery Sources Tied To Steele Dossier.

The Daily Caller <https:/dailycaller.com/2020/07/29/sergei-millian-igor-danchenko-steele-dossier/= (7/29,
T16K) reports an FBI memo declassified this month™ led to the revelation that [gor Danchenko was the primary
source of information for dossier author Christopher Steele.” Danchenko’s statements to the FBI “have called
into question some of the longstanding media narratives about the sourcing for Steele’s dossier.” In particular “is
the role, if any, that a Belarusian-American businessman named Sergei1 Millian played as a source for Danchenko
and Steele.” Steele “told the FBI he believed that Millian was the source of several explosive allegations in the
dossier.” But Danchenko “told the FBI that he believes he may have talked to Millian just once in a brief phone
call.”

Barr Says He Won't Wait Until After Election To Reveal Durham’s Findings.

The Washington Post <https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/john-durham-investigation-trump-
russia-william-barr/2020/07/29/b9dd 1ela-d1b8-11ea-8d32-1ebf4e9d8eld story.html= (7/29, Zapotosky,
Demirjian, 14.2M) reports Attorney General Barr “reiterated this week that he will not wait until after
November’s election to release whatever US Attorney John Durham finds in his examination of the FBI's 2016
investigation into President Trump’s campaign, raising fears among Democrats that Barr and Durham could
upend the presidential race with a late revelation.” Republicans have been “eagerly awaiting Durham’s findings —
hopeful that the prosecutor Barr handpicked last year to investigate the investigation of possible coordination
between Trump’s 2016 campaign and Russia will validate their fierce criticisms of the bureau.” Democrats,
meanwhile, “have worried” that Durham 1s “aiding a political stunt designed to undercut an investigation that
dogged Trump’s presidency.” As the election draws near, both sides “have grown increasingly anxious, with
liberals fretting over an October surprise, and Republicans wondering whether Durham’s work could push into
the next administration.”™

Collins Insists Barr Has “Every Right” To Release Durham Report Before Election. Fox News
<https://www.foxnews.com/media/doug-collins-release-durham-report-before-election= (7/29, Kaplan, 27.59M)
reports Rep. Doug Collins (R-GA) “told "Outnumbered Overtime’ on Wednesday that Attorney General Barr has
‘every right’ to release the results of Durham’s investigation into the Russia probe’s origins before the 2020
election.” Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell (D-FL) asked Barr, “Under oath, do you commit to not releasing any
report by Mr. Durham before the November election?” The attorney general responded, *No.” Mucarsel-Powell
asked, “So you won’t go by Department of Justice policy that you won’t interfere in any political investigation
before the November election?” Barr insisted, “We won’t interfere. In fact, I made it clear ['m not going to
tolerate it.”

US Expands Espionage Charges Against Former Twitter Employees.

ZDNet <https://www.zdnet.com/article/us-provides-new-expanded-set-of-espionage-charges-against-former-
twitter-employees/> (7/29, Kwan, 299K) reports, “Fresh off dismissing spying charges against two former
Twitter employees and another individual on Tuesday, the US government has unfurled a new superseding
indictment that accuses the three individuals of even more offences.” ZDNet adds, “The two former Twitter
employees, Ahmad Abouammo and Ali Alzabarah, and the third person named Ahmed Almutairi were originally
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charged with fraudulently accessing private information and acting as illegal agents of a foreign government for
allegedly spying on Twitter users critical of the Saudi royal family. This time around, the individuals have been
charged with seven offences instead of two. The charges include acting as an agent for a foreign government
without notice to the attorney general; conspiracy to commit wire fraud; wire fraud; money laundering;
destruction, alteration, or falsification of records in federal investigations; aiding and abetting; and criminal
forfeiture.”

Arkansas Professor Indicted After Allegedly Hiding China Ties To Secure NASA Grant Money

Fox News <https:/'www.foxnews.com/us/arkansas-professor-indicted-allegedly-hid-china-ties> (7/29, Ruiz,
27.59M) “Federal prosecutors have secured dozens of indictments on wire and passport fraud charges against a
University of Arkansas professor who allegedly hid ties to China to obtain NASA grant money. Investigators
arrested 63-year-old Simon Saw-Teong Ang in May on a single charge of wire fraud for allegedly hiding his ties
to the Chinese government and Chinese businesses while receiving federal grant money. Now the Fayetteville,
Ark. resident faces 42 counts of wire fraud and two counts of passport fraud after a grand jury indictment, the
Justice Department (DOJ) announced Wednesday.”

The AP <https://www.usnews.com/news/us/articles/2020-07-29/suspended-arkansas-professor-indicted-on-
fraud-counts> (7/29) reports from Fayetteville, Arkansas, “A suspended University of Arkansas professor has
been indicted on multiple wire and passport fraud counts.” According to the AP, the “indictment returned
Tuesday in Fayetteville, Arkansas, accuses Simon Saw-Teong Ang of failing to disclose close ties to the Chinese
covernment and Chinese companies when he obtained federal grants. The university suspended the 63-year-old
electrical engineering professor and removed him as director of the university’s High Density Electronics Center

after his May 8 arrest by federal agents. Ang 1s free on a $200,000 bond.”

The Arkansas Democrat Gazette <https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2020/jul/29/grand-jury-indicts-ua-
professor/?latest> (7/29, Adame, 307K) reports, “Simon Ang *knowingly made materially fraudulent
misrepresentations and omissions’ on a 2016 NASA grant application and a 2017 U.S. Air Force grant
application submitted by Ozark Integrated Circuits, Inc., states an indictment entered into the case record
Wednesday. The fraud led to wire transfers to University of Arkansas, Fayetteville accounts, the indictment
states. Additionally, Ang, a Fayetteville resident, faces two counts of making a false statement in applying for a
passport.” The indictment “alleges that Ang failed to disclose participation in Chinese “talents plans,” desenibed
as ‘a Chinese government national strategy” that involves the recruitment of experts from around the world.”

US Officials Claim Russia Is Behind Coronavirus Disinformation Campaign.

The AP <https://apnews.com/e9bab2¢9f3 1 ledadd5cB82676b1601c16> (7/29, Tucker, Litvinova) reports that
anonymous US officials “say Russian intelligence officers are spreading disinformation about the coronavirus
pandemic through English-language websites.” According to the AP, the officials claim “two Russians who have
held senior roles in Moscow’s military intelligence service known as the GRU have been identified as
responsible for a disinformation effort meant to reach American and Western audiences.”

Trump Says He Did Not Raise Taliban Bounties Allegations In Call With Putin.

Ben Tracy reported on the CBS Evening News
<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/0df5f462112b4c0aa87b10b457168a49?pubid=fbi= (7/29, story 4,
0:20, O'Donnell, 4.28M) that President Trump “admits™ that “he did not mention US intelligence suggesting
Russia paid Taliban-linked fighters to kill American troops in Afghanistan”™ when he talked with Russian
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President Vladimir Putin last week. Trump said, “Frankly, that’s an i1ssue that many people said was fake news.”
Terry Moran reported on ABC World News Tonight
<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/c8432d940b3c488a988af14b852337¢7?pubid=tbi= (7/29, story 5,
2:20, Muir, 7.22M) that Trump said in an interview with Axios, “l have never discussed it with him, no.” He
added, “if it reached my desk. I would have done something about it. It never reached my desk.”

Reuters <https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-afghanistan-russia/trump-says-he-never-confronted-putin-
about-russia-bounty-reports-axios-idUSKCN24U 1K C= (7/29) reports that in an interview for “Axios on HBO,”
President Trump “said he never questioned Russian leader Vladimir Putin about U.S. intelligence reports that
Moscow paid the Taliban to kill American troops in Afghanistan.” According to Reuters, Trump previously “has
called the reports a hoax and casts doubt on them.” The Daily Beast <https://www.thedailybeast.com/trump-
admits-hes-never-mentioned-bounties-to-putin-because-he-thinks-its-fake-news> (7/29, 1.39M) reports that
“asked why he skirted the issue with Putin last week,” Trump replied: “That was a phone call to discuss other
things, and frankly that’s an issue that many people said was fake news.”

Politico <https://'www._politico.com/news/2020/07/29/trump-russian-bounties-putin-call-385925> (7/29, Forgey,
4.29M) quotes the President as saying. "I think a lot of people. If you look at some of the wonderful folks from
the Bush administration, some of them, not any friends of mine, were saying that it’s a fake issue, but a lot of
people said 1t's a fake issue.” According to Politico, Trump “did not identify which officials from former
President George W. Bush’s administration had spoken dismissively of the alleged Russian bounties, but he told
reporters outside the White House on Wednesday that former Secretary of State Colin Powell “says 1t’s not
true.”” Politico says Powell “criticized the media’s initial reaction to the bounty story earlier this month, telling
MSNBC that *our military commanders on the ground did not think that 1t was as serious a problem as the
newspapers were reporting and television was reporting.”

The New York Times <https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/us/politics/trump-putin-bounties. html= (7/29,
Crowley, 18.61M) reports that the President “said the purpose of last week’s call with Mr. Putin was “to discuss
nuclear proliferation,” calling that issue “a much bigger problem than global warming.” Axios
<https://www.axios.com/trump-russia-bounties-taliban-putin-call-4a0f6 1 10-ab58-4 1c0-96fc-
57b507462af1.html= (7/29, Swan, Lawler, 521K) reports that Trump “has spoken to Putin at least eight times
since intelligence about the alleged Russian bounties was reportedly included in the President’s Daily Brief — his
written intelligence briefing — in late February.” Axios adds, “Trump’s team says he was not verbally briefed on
the matter before a June 26 report from the New York Times brought the controversy out into the open.”
According to Axios, “There’s no clear consensus within the intelligence community about the strength of the
evidence that Russia paid the bounties.”

The Washington Post <https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-says-he-has-not-spoken-to-putin-about-
alleged-russian-bounties-on-us-troops/2020/07/29/c8037944-d 1 86-1 lea-8c55-6 leTfaSe82ab _story.html= (7/29,
Wagner, 14.2M) says “some of Trump’s own senior intelligence officials viewed the information as credible
enough to warn the Pentagon and allies so they could ensure they had measures in place to protect their forces in
Afghanistan and to begin developing options for responding to such a Russian operation, national security
adviser Robert C. O’Brien said earlier in the month.”

CNBC <https://www.cnbe.com/2020/07/29/russia-bounties-biden-blasts-trump-over-putin-call-and-
afghamstan.html> (7/29, Breuninger, Mangan, 3.62M) reports that Joe Biden's campaign “blasted... Trump’s
conduct as “absolutely despicable’ after Trump said he did not ask...Putin about alleged Russian bounties on U.S.
troops in Afghanistan.” Andrew Bates, a spokesman for Biden, in a statement said, “Months afier the U.S.
intelligence community sounded the alarm — to Donald Trump and to our allies — that Russia was placing
bounties on the heads of American servicemen and women in a war zone, our president continues to turn his
back on those who put their lives on the line for our country, and on his own duty. This continues an indefensible
pattern of Donald Trump weakening the United States in the world in a manner that no American president ever
has before, and it’s absolutely despicable.” USA Today
<https://'www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2020/07/29/trump-says-he-did-not-ask-vladimir-putin-bounties-
us-troops/5534009002/= (7/29, Jackson, 10.31M) reports Democratic opponent Joe Biden and others “say Trump
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is too chummy with the Russian autocrat, and has refused to confront him on matters ranging from Russian
interference n the 2016 presidential election to the allegations over bounties.”

Bloomberg <https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-07-29/trump-says-he-never-raised-taliban-
bounties-in-talks-with-putin> (7/29, Egkolfopoulou, 4.73M) reports Biden spokesman Andrew Bates said in a
statement, “The most critical and sacred obligation of a commander-in-chief 1s to protect those who serve our
nation in harm’s way. But months afier the U.S. intelligence community sounded the alarm — to Donald Trump
and to our allies — that Russia was placing bounties on the heads of American servicemen and women in a war
zone, our president continues to turn his back on those who put their lives on the line for our country, and on his
own duty.” Also reporting on the story 1s Reuters <https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-afghanistan-russia-
trump/trump-says-if-russian-bounty-reports-were-true-he-would-be-angry-about-it-idUSKCN24 U275 (7/29).

House Panel Votes To Give All Members Access To Classified Intelligence On Foreign “Disinformation™
Campaign.

CNN <https://edition.cnn.com/2020/07/29/politics/house-intel-access-foreign-disinformation/index. html> (7/29,
Herb, Cohen, Raju, 83.16M) reports Democratic congressional leaders “sent FBI Director Wray a letter urging
an FBI briefing to all lawmakers about the foreign interference efforts.” Sources “told CNN the Democrats®
classified addendum included concerns about a Russian-linked “disinformation’ campaign to target former Vice
President Joe Biden in the 2020 election, including that information from entities with ties to Russia was being
provided to Senate Homeland Security Chairman Ron Johnson, who 1s leading an investigation into Biden.”
Democrats have not “publicly explained the material they shared with the FBL™ The Intelligence Committee
“voted behind closed doors to make the classified addendum available to any House member who requests it.”
The vote was “along party lines, with Republicans opposed,” according to two sources familiar with the matter.
Republicans have “dismissed the Democratic complaints as a partisan attack, and Johnson has denied receiving
disinformation from foreigners.”

The Hill <http://thehill.com/policy/cybersecurity/509608-house-intel-committee-votes-to-give-all-members-
access-to-foreign= (7/29, Miller, 2.98M) reports the evidence, “compiled in a “classified addendum,” was
submitted to the FBI earlier this month by Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Senate Minority Leader Charles
Schumer (D-NY), House Intelligence Committee Chairman Adam Schiff (D-CA), and Senate Intelligence
Committee Vice Chair Mark Warner (D-VA).” The Democratic leaders “pointed to 1t in requesting an immediate
all-members classified briefing from the FBI on election threats.” Schiff “said in a statement Wednesday that the
evidence, which had previously been available to view only for members of the House Intelligence Committee,
was being made public for all House lawmakers in response to multiple requests.”

“Gang Of Eight” At Odds Over Releasing Information On Election Interference.

Politico <https://www._politico.com/news/2020/07/29/intelligence-disputes-gang-of-eight-3870 14> (7/29,
Desiderio, Bertrand, 4.29M) reports that the “Gang of Eight” congressional leaders “responsible for reviewing
the nation’s most closely held secrets 1s engaged 1n an unusual and bitter partisan fight over how much
information to share with the public about election interference.” The “public spat”™ is “highly unusual for the
group, whose obligations normally rise above the political fray and rarely descend publicly into the partisan
squabbles that define Capitol Hill.™ Politico adds, “The in-fighting has intensified so rapidly™ that Senate
Intelligence Chairman Marco Rubio “even suggested this week that his committee’s annual hearing on global
threats might not go on as planned, citing *heavy politicization.™

Federalist: Schiff Seeks To Start Another Russian Interference Probe.
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The Federalist <https://thefederalist.com/2020/07/29/ahead-of-election-adam-schiff-tries-to-kickstart-yet-
another-russian-interference-operation/> (7/29, Davis, 126K) reports that House Intelligence Chairman Adam
Schiff “is once again assisting and amplifying a foreign influence operation meant to divide Congress and the
American people, multiple lawmakers told The Federahist on Wednesday. Schiff called a surprise hearing of his
committee Wednesday “to vote on making Schiff’s classified allegations against congressional Republicans
available for review to the entire House of Representatives. The vote passed on party lines. At 1ssue is a packet of
information that was allegedly sent to several Republicans by Ukrainian politician Andriy Derkach.” Derkach
“told Politico last week that his goal was to “creat[e] an inter-parliamentary association called *Friends of
Ukraine STOP Corruption.”™ Derkach “said he sent the same materials to several Democrats as well.”

Brennan Memoir Says Trump Denied Him Access To Documents And Notes.

The Washington Post <https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/ex-cia-director-brennan-writes-in-
upcoming-memoir-that-trump-blocked-access-to-records-and-notes/2020/07/28/f70b83 3e-d0f1 - 1 1 ea-903 8-
af089b63ac2l story.html= (7/29, Harris, 14.2M) reports that when former CIA director John Brennan decided to
write a memoir in the fall of 2018, “he asked the agency for his official records, including his notes and any
documents that he had reviewed and signed that were classified.” But the request was denied in “a break with
decades of tradition.” Brennan “learned that the CIA was following the orders of the man he had spent the
previous two years publicly excoriating.” In his memoir, Brennan writes that Trump “had 1ssued a directive...that
purportedly forbids anyone in the intelligence community from sharing classified information with me.”
Brennan’s book, “Undaunted: My Fight Against America’s Enemies, at Home and Abroad,” 1s “scheduled to be
published on Oct. 6.7

NBC News <https://www.nbenews.com/politics/donald-trump/former-cia-director-john-brennan-claims-trump-
barred-him-accessing-n1235257= (7/29, 6.14M) reports that, “in the book, Brennan said he’d been trying for
months to get a hold of his records and notes, but kept running into brick walls.” The Post quoted the book “as
saying Trump *had issued a directive . . . that purportedly forbids anyone in the intelligence community from
sharing classified information with me” in August of 2018.”

The Hill <https://thehill.com/homenews/news/509524-brennan-memoir-slated-for-october-release-says-trump-
blocked-him-from-accessing= (7/29, Moreno, 2.98M) reports Mark Zaid, an attorney “who has represented
government whistleblowers and former intelligence agency employees who have gone on to write memoirs, told
the Post that the blocking of the records was ‘unprecedented, as far as | know.”™ He said, “This is demonstrative,
once again, of a vindictive, political president whose actions have nothing to do with actual national security
decisions.”

The Washington Examiner <https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/john-brennan-blocked-from-accessing-
classified-information> (7/29, Chaitin, 448K)) reports the White House “confirmed the directive was being
enforced, which is news considering the New York Times reported in May of last year that the president never
revoked Brennan’s security clearance.”

Brennan Book Says McConnell, Nunes Were Silent In Face Of Evidence Of Russian Election Meddling. The
New York Times <https:/www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/us/politics/john-brennan-book . html= (7/29, Barnes,
18.61M) reports that in the waning days of the Obama Administration as “intelligence officials laid out evidence
of Russia’s 2016 election interference campaign to congressional leaders,” some congressional leaders called for
Russia to be punished, but Senate Majority Leader McConnell and then-House itelligence Chairman Nunes
“remained silent,” according to Brennan’s book. Brennan writes, *l was not surprised that McConnell and
Nunes, early and ardent partisan defenders of Mr. Trump, were silent in the face of what everyone else
recognized was a clear national security threat.”
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FireEye Reports New Disinformation Campaign From Eastern Europe.

Business Insider <https://www.businessinsider.com/fireeye-russia-election-disinformation-2016-meddling-2020-
7= (7/29, Elder, 3.67M) reports that researchers with cybersecurity firm FireEye “have discovered a
sophisticated disinformation campaign originating in Eastern Europe that they believe could be aimed at
disrupting the 2020 US election.” Bl adds that “bad actors are hacking media websites to post fraudulent stories,
creating fake journalist personas, and spreading anti-US disinformation, researchers from FireEye wamed
Wednesday. The tactics are reminiscent of Russian meddling around the 2016 election — but are significantly
more sophisticated, researchers say.”

New Study Warns Germany 1s Emerging As Key Target For Russia, China Interference.

Fox News <https:/'www.foxnews.com/world/germany-political-economic-threats> (7/29, Norman, 27.59M)
reports a UK-based think tank 1s “warning Germany is now ‘on the frontline of a new Cold War” as it has
become a key target for Chinese and Russian interference.” The declaration made in “a report released
Wednesday by the Royal United Services Institute — which studies international security and defense — comes as
Germany is preparing for a federal election next year.” John Kampfner, a senior associate fellow at RUSI and
author of the report, said, “Russia’s activities are largely political, attempting to undermine public confidence in
democratic institutions. China’s have been focused mainly on economic assets.” The report “adds that the
combination has put Germany ‘on the frontline of a new Cold War.”™ In his writing, Kampfner “says the threats
Germany faces from Russia are mostly linked to eybersecurity.”

Business Insider <https://'www.businessinsider.com/germany-is-growing-target-for-china-and-russia-cannot-rely-
on-trump-report-says-2020-7= (7/29, Payne, 3.67TM) reports the report by the London-based defence think tank
“comes as the White House formally announced that it will pull out thousands of troops from Germany.™ It
suggests that the “Kremlin is waging a campaign of political interference in the country, focused on creating
instability in the region.” The threat from Russia “comes as Berjing also focuses on expanding its own influence
in Germany, posing “a series of political and economic-based hazards emanating from China.™

Op-Ed: The US-China Consulate Closures May Impact Espionage.

In a commentary in Axios <https://www.axios.com/us-china-consulate-closures-espionage-spying-ad9¢5e77-
ebld-4cef-8315-6906¢98 lebe html> (7/29, 521K), Zach Dorfman of the Aspen Institute writes, “A decision last
week by the Trump Administration to shutter the Chinese consulate in Houston over allegations that China used
it for spying set off a predictable diplomatic firestorm.” He contends, “The Trump Administration’s moves
against Russia’s diplomatic facilities in San Francisco and Seattle were carefully calibrated reactions to major
normative violations of US and UK sovereignty. But the rationale for the Houston closure rests on far murkier
grounds. ... The Houston closure may have been designed to send a general warning to China about Beijing’s
ubiquitous spying, and Houston may have been selected precisely because it is such a low-profile facility.” He
concludes, “There are also potential costs to the US” actions. For instance, we don’t know what the CIA thinks of
the move. ... The Trump Administration let politics...eclipse the prerogatives of national security.”

Op-Ed: US Intelligence Community Needs To Keep Up Pressure On China’s Spying.

In an op-ed on the Fox News <https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/chinas-spying-daniel-hoffman= (7/29,
27.59M) website, Daniel Hoffman writes, “Having served as CIA director, Pompeo understands well how the
exposure of increasingly brazen Chinese cloak and dagger espionage on US soil could be a bellwether for a 21st

EFTA00136280



century Cold War. ... Espionage has been a critically important tool, on which General Secretary Xi has relied to
project power abroad and exercise Orwellian big brother control over China’s population at home.” He contends,
“Countering Chinese espionage 15 of the highest priority for US national security as it should be for so many
other nations also under siege from Chinese spying.” He concludes, “Pompeo’s speech was therefore a call for
our [C to keep up the pressure on China by uncloaking and disrupting Chinese spying operations both
unilaterally and in close partnership with our allies.”

Criminal Investigations

Judge Denies Ghislaine Maxwell’s Bid To Keep Records Sealed.

McClatchy <https://www.miamiherald.com/news/state/florida/article244578922 html= (7/29, Hall, Wieder, 19K)
reports, “A federal judge late Wednesday rejected an attempt by lawyers for Ghislaine Maxwell, the British
socialite accused of being a sex trafficker and alleged madam for Jeffrey Epstein, to block the unsealing and
release of potentially embarrassing documents from a settled defamation suit.” The Herald adds, “Hours before
the start of their scheduled unsealing on Thursday morning, Maxwell’s lawyers filed a motion to reconsider
before ULS. District Judge Loretta Preska, challenging her July 23 decision to order the unsealing and release of
documents in a 2015 civil lawsuit that included a deposition given by Maxwell in the case brought by Epstein
accuser Virginia Giuffre. Less than three hours later, Preska denied it, citing “eleventh-hour request for
reconsideration.” She allowed Maxwell's attorneys two days to seek a stay from an appeals court on two key
depositions but otherwise ordered the unsealing of other documents to begin Thursday.”

The Washington Post <https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/ghislaine-maxwell-deposition-jeffrey-
epstein-virginia-guiffre/2020/07/29/0da29d0c-d1d4-11¢a-9038-af089b63ac2 1 story.html= (7/29, Jacobs, 14.2M)
reports that Maxwell's attorneys “asked a federal judge Wednesday to block the planned unsealing of depositions
she gave as part of a lawsuit, alleging the transcripts were leaked illegally to prosecutors seeking her conviction.”
Judge Preska “gave Maxwell’s lawyers until Friday to appeal”™ her Wednesday ruling. The Post adds, “In his
letter to Preska, Maxwell’s lawyer Ty Gee argued that a protective order prevented the deposition transcripts
from being made available to anyone, including law enforcement, and that releasing the documents could
jeopardize Maxwell’s ability to have a fair trial. Preska said the potential for Maxwell to be indicted has been
looming throughout discussions as to what to unseal, and was considered in her rulings. It was not a new issue
requiring additional litigation, the judge wrote.”

Mississippt Man Charged With Shooting Federal Agent Appears In Court.

WDBD-TV <https://www.wibt.com/2020/07/29/man-accused-shooting-agent-claims-have-ptsd-anger-1ssues-
long-arrest-record/> Jackson, M5 (7/29, Knowles) reports from Gulfport, Mississippi, “Wearing a red and white
striped jumpsuit, the man accused of shooting a task force agent last week in Gautier appeared in federal court
Wednesday morning.” WDBD-TV adds, “Before the preliminary hearing began, Joseph Sonnier could be seen
whispering to his mom, telling her he loved her. Only one witness took the stand during the hearing, a FBI agent
who recounted the events of July 21, 2020, when Sonnier allegedly fired two shots at U.S. marshals who were
attempting to arrest him.” Sonnier “admitted to authorities that he knew there were multiple officers outside the
hotel room at the Siegel Select in Gautier when he fired his weapon towards them, said the FBI agent. The
remaining officers then returned fire. According to the affidavit, Sonnier said he was trying to commit suicide

and hoped the officers would kill him.”

US Probing Shipments Of Mysterious Seeds.
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VTDigger (VT) <https://vtdigger.org/2020/07/29/authorities-investigate-shipments-of-mysterious-seeds-to-
vermonters/> (7/29, 4K) reports, “State and federal authorities are investigating “hundreds” of complaints from
Vermonters who have received mysterious seeds from China without asking for them.” Cary Giguere, “the
agricultural resource management section chief for the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, said this mysterious seed
spreading 15 not unique to Vermont, as people in at least 30 states have reported similar occurrences,” but
“recently, the agency has received hundreds of complaints from Vermonters through its online system. *Over the
last few months and more so in the last week, folks all over the country have been receiving packages unsolicited
originating from China,” Giguere said. ‘Now in Vermont, there are hundreds of reports of folks being sent seeds
unsolicited.”™ Giguere “said that he’s been working primarily with the USDA as well as Customs and Border
Protection, the FBI and the Department of Homeland Security.”

Suspected Illinois Seral Killer Charged In Connection To 1997 Murder.

The Lake County (IL) News-Sun <https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/lake-county-news-sun/ct-Ins-lake-
county-cold-case-st-0730-20200729-n5wieS4yerfbxah4oplxriqudm-story.html= (7/30, Olson, 1.75M) reports
suspected serial killer Samuel William Legg 111, who was arrested in January 2019, has been charged in

connection to the death of Julie A Konkol, whose body was found in Lake County in 1997. The FBI CODIS
database “linked DNA collected from Konkol’s homicide™ to other murders connected to Legg.

WLS-TV <https://abcTchicago.com/serial-killer-samuel-william-legg-iii-julie-konkol-1997/634 1236/ Chicago
(7/29, 391K) reports Legg “is charged with two counts of first-degree murder for the death of 39-year-old Julie
A. Konkol.”

Also reporting are Deerfield (IL) Patch <http://patch.com/illinois/deerfield/s/hoy8 l/suspected-serial-killer-
charged-1997-lake-county-homicide> (7/29, 1.03M)Chicago (IL) Sun-Times
<https://chicago.suntimes.com/crime/2020/7/29/21347076/samuel-william-legg-suspected-serial-killer-charged-
1997-lake-county-murder-julie-konkol= (7/29, 875K), and Lake County (IL) News-Sun
<https://www.lakemchenryscanner.com/2020/07/29/suspected-serial-killer-charged-in-lake-county-cold-case-
murder-from-1990s/= (7/29, 1.75M).

Reputed Leader Of Chicago Gang Among Several Charged In Gun, Drug Probe.

Fox News <https://'www.foxnews.com/us/chicagos-black-disciples-leader-known-as-murder-among-several-
charged-in-federal-gun-drug-probe> (7/29, Casiano, 27.59M) reports, “The alleged leader of a Chicago street
cang whose nickname is “Murder” is among 23 suspects charged with federal gun and drug offenses after a
years-long mvestigation, authorities said Wednesday.” Darmell “Murder™ McMiller, 34, *is described as the
leader of the Black Disciples, one of the city’s largest gangs. Several other alleged high-ranking members were
also charged, including members of the gang’s *Dog Pound” faction.” Clarence January, 27, “allegedly leads the
subset. He 1s charged with trafficking three handguns.” Kenneth Brown, 59, “supplied the gang drugs to be
distributed throughout the city and Charles Knight supplied drugs to McMiller’s crew, the Justice Department
said. Brown 1s charged with conspiring with Terrence Morris, 48, to distribute heroin in March 2019, according
to a criminal complaint.™

New York Pastor Arrested For Minor Solicitation.

The New York Daily News <https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/ny-queens-pastor-charged-texts-boy-
20200729-psfipnhlhfav7jvgdifvseerbg-story.html= (7/29, Brown, 2.52M) reports St. Pancras Church Pastor
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Francis Hughes “was accused Wednesday of vile sexts with a 15-year-old boy in Westchester.” He “lied and told
the teen he was a part-time college professor and counselor.” The FBI 1s calling for other victims to come
forward.

The New York Post <https:/nypost.com/2020/07/29/nyc-pastor-busted-for-allegedly-trading-nude-photos-with-
teen/> (7/29, Feuerherd, 4.57M) reports Hughes “was busted after the FBI executed a search warrant on the
teen’s phone and found the texts.” It is unknown how the agents “were first tipped off.”

Massachusetts Men Charged In Connection To Shooting.

The Springfield (MA) Republican <https://www.masshive.com/mews/2020/07/holyoke-police-arrest-3-in-
shooting-that-went-into-apartment-windows-confiscate-2-guns. html= (7/29, 395K) reports that Holyoke police
“arrested two men who were on probation for other crimes and confiscated two unlawful guns after a shooting
where gunfire went through windows of at least three apartments.” Jose Cruz “was charged with assault and
battery with a handgun; receiving stolen property, a handgun; possession of a firearm and ammunition without a
permit; discharging a firearm within 500 feet of a dwelling and on two warrants,” while Hector Diaz-Torres “was
charged with possession of ammunition without a permit and on a warrant. A 15-year-old was also arrested in the
shooting and charged with possession of ammunition without a permit and on two warrants.”

FBI Agents Searching Boston’s North End Neighborhood.

The Boston Globe <https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/07/29/metro/fbi-searching-location-bostons-north-end-
section/> (7/29, 972K) reports that FBI agents searched Wednesday the North End apartment of Trevor Lucas,
who “spent years in prison for seeking revenge on a Wisconsin teenager he met through the online video game
“World of Warcraft.”™ FBI spokeswoman Kristen Setera said, “The FBI's Violent Crimes Task Force and our
Evidence Response Team, along with the Boston Police Department are conducting court-authorized activity in
connection with an ongoing federal investigation.” She continued, “There is no threat to public safety. Due to the
ongoing investigation, we're going to decline further comment.”™

Also reporting are the Boston Herald <https://www.bostonherald.com/2020/07/29/fbi-agents-search-north-end-
building/> (7/29, 410K) and WBZ-TV <https://boston.cbslocal.com/2020/07/29/boston-north-end-{bi-
investigation-fulton-street/> Boston (7/29, 92K).

FBI Investigating New Mexico Cold Case.

KOB-TV <https://www.kob.com/new-mexico-news/sandoval-county-sheriffrsquos-office-fbi-asks-for-help-with-
45-year-old-case/58 10702/ ?cat=504> Albuquerque, NM (7/29, 51K) reports that the Sandoval County Sheriff"s
Office and the FBI “are asking for help in solving a 45-year-old cold case,” which dates back to 1975, The
victim, Mary Sparks, “was found dead in a drainage ditch.” Investigators seek to leverage FBI DNA tools to
solve the case.

KROQE-TV <https://www. krge.com/news/new-mexico/fbi-sandoval-county-sheriffs-office-reopen-45-year-old-
cold-case/> Albuguerque, NM (7/29, 35K) reports FBI agent Jim Langenberg said, *We're going to work
together to develop leads, follow up on tips, use the new technology to our disposal and hopefully as the sheriff
said, bring closure to the family and the individual responsible for this to justice.”

KOAT-TV <http://www.koat.com/article/body-of-21-year-old-unm-grad-athlete-found-in-a-ditch/33463 1 34>
Albuguerque, NM (7/29, Laflin, 81K) also reports.
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FBI Investigating Serial Bank Robber In Hlinois.

The Niles-Morton Grove (IL) Patch <http://patch.com/illinois/niles/s/h6ybg/serial-bank-robber-hits-park-ridge-
bank-tbi= (7/29, 1.03M) reports that the FBI 1s investigating a series of bank robberies in [llinois. The agency
“released video images from several of the robberies.” and they said that the suspect “is described as 5-foot, 11-
inches, thin build, with black hair, a light complexion, and between the ages of 40 and 50.7

Continuing Coverage: Missouri Men Charged In Connection To Kidnapping.

KSNF-TV <https://www fourstateshomepage.com/news/joplin-news-first/federal-charges-for-two-men-accused-
of-violent-kidnapping-in-neosho/= Joplin, MO (7/29) reports Freddie Tilton and Alvin Dale Boyer “were
charged in federal court [Wednesday] for kidnapping a woman who was rescued from her attackers at a Neosho,
Missouri, hotel room.” The criminal complaint “alleges that Tilton and Boyer kidnapped the victim, 1dentified in
court documents as “S.T.,” on July 19, 2020.”

Alabama Pair Indicted In Connection To Murder Of Child.

Birmingham (AL) News <https://www.al.com/news/birmingham/2020/07 /kamille-cupcake-mekinney-murder-
suspects-indicted-on-federal-kidnapping-charges html= (7/29, 894K) reports that the Northern District of
Alabama U.S. Attorney’s Office and the FBI on Wednesday “announced the indictments against Patrick
Stallworth, 40, and Derick Irisha Brown, 29.” who “are each charged with count of kidnapping and one count of
conspiracy to kidnap a minor.” They “are charged with capital murder of a child under the age of 14 in state
court for the 2019 slaying of 3-year-old Kamille ‘Cupcake” McKinney and, 1f convicted, could face the death
penalty.”

New York Man Charged With Sex Trafficking Of A Minor.

The Glens Falls (NY) Post-Star <https://poststar.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/fort-edward-man-faces-life-
in-prison-for-attempting-to-traffick-in-sex-with-a/article 3beefdfa-18{2-5¢d1-99ba-87d45b236cd0.html= (7/29,
114K) reports Timothy J. Bush “is accused of offering to pay a woman $100 to have sex with her 11-year-old
daughter,” but the woman was an undercover FBI agent. He “faces a maximum sentence of life in prison, a
mandatory minimum sentence of 15 years, and at least 5 years of supervised release.”

Florida Judge Announces Delay In Bribery Trial.

The Tallahassee (FL) Democrat <https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/fb1/2020/07/29/judge-hinkle-
pushes-back-tentative-j-t-burnette-trial-date-202 1/5534715002/= (7/29, 180K) reports US District Judge Robert
Hinkle “decided to push back the tentative tnal date for I.T. Burnette, one of ex-City Commissioner Scott
Maddox’s co-defendants, until early next year.” Bumnette “was indicted for the FBI's long-running public
corruption probe.”

Reputed Nevada Boogaloo Faces New Child Sex Charge.
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The Las Vegas Review-Journal <https://'www.reviewjournal.com/investigations/suspected-boogaloo-stephen-
parshall-facing-new-child-sex-charge-2084030/> (7/29, Kane, 345K) reports, “Suspected boogaloo member
Stephen Parshall has been accused of sexually exploiting his teenage stepdaughter in a new federal eriminal
complaint filed Wednesday.” Parshall, 36, “who has been indicted 1n an alleged nght-wing conspiracy to commit
violence in Black Lives Matter protests, was charged with one felony count of sexual exploitation of children.
The federal complaint, filed by the Nevada U.S attorney’s office, alleges the abuse began on an unknown date
and continued until May 30, 2020, the day Parshall was arrested by FBI agents in the alleged extremist terror
plot. This follows a state sex abuse case filed against Parshall earlier this month related to the stepdaughter.”

KTNV-TV <https://www ktnv.com/mnews/crime/vegas-man-arrested-on-terrorism-charges-facing-child-sex-
criminal-compliant™ Las Vegas (7/30, Gartner, 78K) reports, “Parshall was charged last month with violations of
federal and state law for conspiracy to cause destruction during protests in Las Vegas, and possession of an
unregistered destructive device (specifically, an improvised incendiary device known as a Molotov cocktail).
Wednesday’s charge was announced by U.S. Attorney Nicholas A. Trutanich for the District of Nevada, Special
Agent in Charge Aaron C. Rouse of the FBI, and Sheriff Joseph Lombardo of the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police
Department.”

Financial Crime & Corporate Scandals

California Financier Sentenced In College Admissions Probe.

The Los Angeles Times <https:/‘'www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-07-29/admissions-scandal-manuel-
henriquez-bay-area-financier-sentenced-to-months-in-prison= (7/29, Ormseth, 4.64M) reports, “Manuel
Henriquez, who led a venture capital firm before being charged with paying $450,000 to rig his daughters’
college entrance exams and bribe a coach at Georgetown University, was sentenced Wednesday to six months in
prison.” US District Judge Nathaniel M. Gorton, “ruling from Boston in a video conference, went beyond the
five-month sentence requested by prosecutors, saying Henriquez’s *despicable’ crimes made the financier, whose
lawyers had lauded his support of children’s charities, *not only a felon, but a hypocrite.™ Judge Gorton “had
previously sentenced Henniquez's wife, Elizabeth, to seven months in prison. In court papers filed before Manuel
Henriquez was sentenced, prosecutors said he was a ‘less active participant in the mechanics of the fraud’ than
his wife, who “gloated” after a Harvard-educated conspirator supplied her daughter with the answers to her SAT
exam.”

Tennessee Lawmaker Charged With Stealing Federal Funds.

The AP <https://apnews.com/ab8ca3f356c48238006fa8 1918c174b> (7/29, Sainz) reports, “A Tennessee state
senator has been charged with stealing more than $600,000 federal funds received by a health care company she
directed and using the money to pay for her wedding and other personal expenses, federal prosecutors said
Wednesday.” State Sen. Katrina Robinson faces charges of “theft and embezzlement involving government
programs and wire fraud, U.S. Attorney D. Michael Dunavant said in a news release.” Robinson is also the
director of The Healthcare Institute, which “received more than 52.2 million in federal grants from the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services.”

The Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal

<https://www.commercialappeal.com/story/news/breaking/2020/07/29/memphis-democratic-lawmaker-charged-
theft-embezzlment-wire-fraud/4880665002/= (7/29, Kennedy, 338K)) reports, “A criminal complaint filed in U.S.
District Court alleges Robinson used federal grant money 1ssued to her for-profit nursing college to buy a vehicle
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for her daughter, expenses related to her wedding and honeymoon, and legal fees for her divorce. She 15 also
accused of using the grant money to pay off credit cards and student loan payments, purchase beauty products
and fund a campaign event.” WHBQ-TV <https://'www.fox [ 3memphis.com/news/local/state-sen-katrina-
robinson-charged-with-theft-could-face-up-20-years-prison/SO6MIIVWDZHO3IVI6MS XGUTS5Y /= Memphis,
TN (7/29, 23K)) also reports.

Texas Bank Reports $13.2M “Ponzi-Style Fraud.”

The San Antonio Express-News <https://www.expressnews.com/business/local/article/San-Antonio-bank-
reports-a-13-2-million-15442506.php= (7/29, Danner, 762K reports, “The Bank of San Antonio disclosed” on

Wednesday “that it uncovered a 513.2 million ‘Ponzi-style fraud scheme’ involving a former employee of a

Express-News adds, “Bank officials alerted the FBI in May and said in a statement they expect to recoup all
losses from the alleged scheme. The bank and its subsidiary, Texas Express Funding LLC, Tuesday sued the
former employee, five other individuals and four entities for fraud, civil conspiracy and other claims. The suit,
filed in Comal County, seeks unspecified punitive damages.”

US Charges New Jersey Family With Contracting Fraud.

Jersey Shore Online (NJ) <https://'www.jerseyshoreonline.com/jackson/feds-jackson-family-sold-cheap-
equipment-to-navy/> (7/29, Lundy) reports from Jackson, New Jersey, “The family who own Monmouth Marine
has been charged with selling cheap substitutions to the Navy while billing the federal government for the more
expensive parts.” Linda Mika, 69, and Paul Mika, 73, both of Jackson, New Jersey, and Kenneth Mika, 49, of
Ewing, New Jersey “were arrested on July 29, U.S. Attorney Craig Carpenito announced. They allegedly ran a
years-long scheme to defraud the U.S. Department of Defense, the charge stated.” The family “allegedly lied to
the government, saying they would be able to provide exact products made by authorized manufacturers. Instead,
they sourced non-conforming substitute parts at a significantly reduced cost to themselves, while still billing the
covernment for the better quality items.”

Former Ohio Public Official Sentenced For Bribery.

Dayton 24/7 Now <https://dayton24 Tnow.com/news/local/former-dayton-agency-director-sentenced-to-prison-
in-bribery-case> (7/29, Richardson) reports former Dayton Minority Business Assistance Center director
RoShawn Winburn “was sentenced [Wednesday] to six months in prison for a conviction related to a 2019
bribery investigation.” He “took cash payments of more than $6,500 in exchange for city documents that were
restricted to the public.”

WDTN-TV <https://www.wdtn.com/news/local-news/former-dayton-official-sentenced-to-6-months-in-prison-

for-public-corruption> Dayton, OH (7/29, 15K) reports Winburn will “report to prison once the Ohio
Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections determines they have enough space to safely hold him.”

Federal Prosecutors: Former Uber Engineer Should Get 27 Months In Prison.

Bloomberg <https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/former-google-engineer-should-get-27-months-in-prison-u-s-says-
11472184 (7/28, Rosenblatt, 4.73M) reports federal prosecutors told a judge that “Anthony Levandowski, the
autonomous-driving engineer who agreed to plead guilty to stealing trade secrets from Google, should spend 27
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months in prison, prosecutors say™ and that his “punishment is an important lesson for Silicon Valley.” The
article explains that Uber “recruited Levandowski from Google to run its self-driving project, and later fired him
while the company was fighting a lawsuit by Alphabet Inc.’s Waymo over allegations similar to those in the
criminal case.”

Avenatti Cannot Afford To Pay Lawvyer.

The Washington Times <https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/jul/29/michael-avenatti-provided-
taxpayer-funded-lawyer/= (7/29, Dinan, 492K) reports attorney Michael Avenatti, “who used to dominate cable
news shows with his threats to take down President Trump, is now so poor that he was awarded a court-
appointed lawyer Wednesday. A federal judge overseeing one of three federal criminal cases against him said he
has established his *current indigency,™ so his lawyer will be paid for by the public.

Former Maryland Lawmaker Sentenced To Two Years In Prison For Bribery.

The AP <https://www.sfchronicle.com/news/article/Ex-Maryland-lawmaker-gets-2-years-in-prison-in-
15443675.php> (7/29, Kunzelman) reports from Silver Spring, Maryland, “A former state lawmaker who helped
create Maryland’s medical marijuana industry was sentenced on Wednesday to two years in prison for taking
bribes for legislative favors, including votes to benefit a medical marijuana company.” Cheryl Glenn (D), “who
represented parts of Baltimore as a state delegate, told U.S. District Judge Catherine Blake that she 1s
‘profoundly remorseful” and hopes other public officials can learn from her mistakes.” Judge Blake “The judge
said Glenn, 69, sold her office to pay her bills and tried to cover up her corruption. *This was not a one-time
lapse. It was not a momentary giving in to temptation. It was a deliberate scheme to take advantage of her
political power and misuse her influence and to break the public trust in exchange for money,” Blake said. Glenn
must report to prison by Sept. 21. The judge also ordered her to pay 518,750 in restitution.”

Cyber Division

Cybersecurity Firm: Chinese State-Backed Hackers Infiltrated Vatican.

The Washington Post <https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/chinese-state-backed-hackers-
infiltrated-vatican-cybersecurity-firm-says/2020/07/29/b23eab%c-d 1 86-11ea-826b-cc394d824e35 story.html>
(7/29, Harlan, Pitrelli, 14.2M) reports cybersecurity firm Recorded Future said that Chinese state-backed hacking
group RedDelta “targeted and infiltrated the Vatican this year” in a move “likely aimed at gaining an advantage
in diplomatic negotiations™ as the Vatican and Beijing are considering extending “a controversial agreement on
the process of appointing Catholic bishops in China.” The Post casts the intrusion as part of a pattern of Chinese
hackers monitoring the activities of religious groups. The Wall Street Journal
<https://'www.wsj.com/articles/china-hacked-vatican-ahead-of-negotiations-u-s-cybersecurity-firm-says-
11596039765= (7/29, Rocea, Xiao, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports a US eybersecurity firm determined
a Chinese group backed by the government hacked into Vatican computers prior to key negotiations with
Beijing. The alleged breaches occurred as the Holy See and Beijing began to negotiate the renewal of deal
regarding the appointment of Catholic bishops in China. Originally reached in 2018, the agreement was the most
significant rapprochement between Beijing and the Holy See diplomatic relations were cut in 1951.

TikTok Dismisses Senate Concerns Over Chinese Threat To Election Security.
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The Washington Times <https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/jul/29/tiktok-dismisses-senate-concerns-
over-chinese-thre/> (7/29, Lovelace, 492K) reports seven Republican senators “wrote to the heads of the FBI,
DHS, and ODNI to determine whether China is using TikTok to interfere in the 2020 election.” TikTok “says
nobody needs to worry.” Sens. Tom Cotton (R-AR), Ted Cruz (R-TX), Kevin Cramer (R-ND), Joni Ernst (R-IA),
Marco Rubio (R-FL), Rick Scott (R-FL) and Thom Tillis (R-NC) *want the federal government to determine
whether the Chinese-owned TikTok 1s enabling Chinese government influence operations and censorship of US
political content.” The senators wrote on Tuesday, “TikTok has become a popular forum for Americans-
particularly younger Americans-to engage in political conversations. We are greatly concerned that the [Chinese
Communist Party] could use its control over TikTok to distort or manipulate these conversations to sow discord
among Americans and to achieve its preferred political outcomes.™

Mnuchin: TikTok Under CFIUS Review. On Wednesday, Reuters <https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-china-
tiktok-treasury/us-treasury-to-make-recommendation-on-tiktok-to-trump-this-week-mnuchin-
IdUSKCN24U288> (7/29, Alper, Chiacu) reports, Treasury Secretary Mnuchin said that TikTok was under a
security review “and that his agency would make a recommendation to the president about the popular Chinese-
owned video-sharing app this week.” Acknowledging for the first time that TikTok was under review, Mnuchin
said, “TikTok is under CFIUS review. We will be making a recommendation to the president this week so we
have lots of alternatives.”

CNBC <https:/fwww.cnbe.com/2020/07/29/mnuchin-confirms-tiktok-is-under-cfius-review. html= (7/29, Feiner,
Macias, 3.62M) reports that Mnuchin made the remarks at a White House event with President Trump. The
President commented, “We are looking at TikTok. We are thinking about making a decision.”

Cybercrime Ramps Up Amid Coronavirus Chaos, Costing Companies Billions.

CNBC <https://www.cnbe.com/2020/07/29/cybererime-ramps-up-amid-coronavirus-chaos-costing-companies-
billions. html= (7/29, Sheng, 3.62M) reports data breaches are “always costly but have become even more of an
issue in recent months as cybercriminals ramped up to take advantage of coronavirus confusion.” According to a
new study from cloud computing company lomart, “large-scale breaches are growing in intensity and frequency
in 2020, with the number of breaches increasing 273% 1n the first quarter, compared to the same time last year.™

CISA Announces Second President’s Cup Cybersecurity Competition.

MeriTalk <https://'www.meritalk.com/articles/cisa-announces-second-presidents-cup-cybersecurity-
competition/> (7/29, Polit) reports the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) announced July
28 “the second annual President’s Cup Cybersecurity Competition.” Registration 1s open to “any Federal
Executive branch employee, includingDOD and uniformed service members, with a knack for cybersecurity.”
CISA Director Chris Krebs said, “The Federal cybersecurity workforce is a strategic asset that protects our
citizens, homeland, and the American way of life. CISA is proud and excited to lead the second annual
President’s Cup Cybersecurity Competition to measure the knowledge, skills, and abilities of the diverse
cybersecurity talent within government.” The competition was “born out of a May 2019 Executive Order, which
called for an annual interagency effort to “identify, challenge, and reward the government’s best personnel
supporting cybersecurity and eyber excellence.™

Experts Warn Medical Devices May Create Additional Opportunities For Hackers To Target Hospitals.

Modern Healtheare <https://www.modernhealthcare com/cybersecurity/medical-devices-provide-another-
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window-hospital-hackers™ (7/29, Cohen, Subscription Publication, 214K reports, “As COVID-19 swept the US,
providers rapidly added web-connected equipment to increase patient data collection while minimizing touch
points.” However, “the technology may open hospitals up new vulnerabilities.” Although “data breaches often
stem from hacks on email accounts, electronic medical records and other digital repositories,” cybersecurity
experts warn that “medical devices create additional access points that hackers could target to enter a hospital’s
network and steal data.”

International Relations
China Denies Harboring IMDB Fugitive.

Reuters <https://www.reuters.com/article/us-malaysia-politics- lmdb/china-denies-harboring- I mdb-fugitive-jho-
low-idUSKCN24U26R> (7/29) reports, “China on Wednesday denied protecting fugitive financier Low Taek
Jho, being sought by global investigators over his role in the multi-billion dollar IMDB scandal.™ Low,
“popularly known as Jho Low, has been charged in Malaysia and the United States over allegations that he
orchestrated the theft of $4.5 billion from state fund 1Malaysia Development Berhad (1MDB), co-founded by
former prime minister Najib Razak. Low has consistently denied wrongdoing.” Reuters adds, “Malaysia’s
national police chief Abdul Hamid Bador was reported by newspaper Utusan Malaysia as saying Low was hiding
in Macau and that attempts to extradite him had failed as Chinese authorities ‘appeared insincere’ in their efforts
to cooperate. Chinese authorities rejected the accusations as “groundless and unacceptable’, saying that police
had investigated all possible leads but were unable to trace Low.”

Other FEBI News

Trump Defends Use Of COVID-19 Bill To Fund New FBI HQ).

Reuters <https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-fbi/trump-defends-use-of-covid-19-bill-to-
fund-new-tbhi-office-near-his-hotel-idUSK CN24U2ZKC= (7/29) reports that President Trump on Wednesday
“defended his push to use a coronavirus relief package to fund a new FBI headquarters near his Washington hotel
despite opposition from fellow Republicans, citing his background as a real estate developer.” The bill, “facing
tense negotiations in the Senate before multiple provisions aimed at helping Americans stave off financial losses
amid the coronavirus pandemic expire on Friday, 1s on shaky ground with the White House at odds with both
Democrats and Trump’s own Republicans, who control the chamber.” Trump “at first did not directly answer a
question about whether he would drop his demand for $1.8 billion to fund a new FBI headquarters in downtown
Washington one block from Trump International Hotel. He later said the provision *should stay.” ‘Republicans
should go back to school and learn,” he told reporters at the White House. *I'm very good at real estate.™

The Hill <https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/509583-no-2-gop-senator-not-a-lot-of-support-for-fbi-building-
funds-in-covid-bill= (7/29, Carney, 2.98M) reports, “Sen. John Thune (R-5.D.), the No. 2 Senate Republican, on
Wednesday said that there is not *a lot’ of support for mcluding funding for a new FBI building in a coronavirus
relief bill. *I think it came as a surprise to a lot of people that the funding for the FBI building was in the bill.
They’d have to make a better argument than what I've seen so far,” Thune said. ‘1 don’t think there’s a lot of
support from our members for 1ssues in the bill that are not directly related to the coronavirus,” he added.”
Trump, “speaking from the White House on Wednesday morning, criticized GOP senators who have been critical
of its inclusion, saying they should “go back to school and learn.” *They have been trying to build a new building
for many, many years,” Trump told reporters at the White House as he was departing for a trip to Texas on
Wednesday morning.”™
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CNN <https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/29/politics/fbi-building-coronavirus-stimulus-trump/index. html= (7/29,
Klein, 83.16M) reports, “White House press secretary Kayleigh McEnany was pressed Wednesday on why a
coronavirus stimulus bill includes $1.75 billion for a new FBI building. *So, this was part of the President’s
priority of updating the FBI building, keeping it in DC, and it’s been one of the things that’s been mentioned
that’s in this bill and 1t’s a part of one of the President’s priorities and it’s been a priority for several months,” she
said during an appearance on CBS News. Asked again what that provision was doing in the coronavirus bill,
McEnany couldn’t say, but said it 1s *not a dealbreaker.”™ Trump “said later Wednesday™ that “he thought it was
‘crazy’ that they would consider moving it to the suburbs of Virginia or Maryland.™

The Hill <https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/509552-trump-says-republicans-criticizing-fbi-money-
should-go-back-to-school= (7/29, Chalfant, 2.98M) reports, “Trump said proposals to move the FBI building to
Maryland or Virginia would have taken the bureau too far away from the Justice Department in downtown
Washington, D.C."

Fox News <https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-republicans-opposed-to-funding-fbi-building-in-
coronavirus-bill-should-go-back-to-school-and-learn= (7/29, Phillips, 27.59M) quotes Trump as saying, “I said,
‘Let’s build a new FBI building, either a renovation of the existing or. even better, let’s build a new building.” So,
we have that in the bill. It should stay, people have wanted a new FBI building now for 15-20 years.” **But
Republicans don™t want it in the bill,” a reporter informed Trump. “Then Republicans should go back to school
and learn you need a new building,” the president said. *It’s a bad building, it’s a dangerous building. you have
slabs falling off. It’s not a good building from the inside. It’s a very expensive building, they need a new building
and we can do it very easily.””

Puerto Rico Power Company Says “Sabotage™ May Have Caused Blackout.

Bloomberg <https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-07-29/puerto-rico-power-co-sabotage-may-be-to-
blame-for-blackout= (7/29, Wyss, 4.73M) reports, “The head of Puerto Rico’s power company said a blackout
Tuesday that affected more than 400,000 customers was a ‘man-made’ event that could have been act of
‘sabotage.”” Bloomberg adds, “Speaking to WKAQ radio Wednesday, Puerto Rico Electric Power Authority
CEO Jose Ortiz said that he will be asking the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and the Federal Bureau of
[nvestigation to examine the incident that knocked out power to a large swath of the island for several hours
Tuesday. *What [ can tell you 1s that there was manipulation,” he said of the blackout. *Either this was an
oversight on someone’s part or it was an act of sabotage.™

Other Washington News

US COVID Fatality Rate Down Significantly From April And May.

The Washington Times <https:/www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/jul/29/coronavirus-case-fatality-rate-us-
declines-sparkin/> (7/29, Howell, 492K) reports that according to pandemic trackers “the share of U.5. residents
who test positive”™ for COVID-19 “and then die [1s] 3.4%, far better than the 15% in the United Kingdom and
roughly 14% in France and Italy, or 7.6% in Canada.” The fatality rate “is down from closer to 6% in late April
and early May, when states such as New York and New Jersey reported eye-popping numbers.” The 3.4% rate “is
based on known cases. But with so many asymptomatic carriers going untested, the real number is probably
closer to 0.6%, according to experts who have offered their best estimates.” The Times adds that the “economic
fallout from springtime lockdowns raises questions about whether they were worth it at all, given the seemingly
low rate.” White House Counselor Kellyanne Conway said on KTREK-TV
<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/c540e14b13d44£2f8 1 cle365e8c 83818 pubid=fbi> Houston (7/29,
92K}, “The message from the White House 1s simple. The President delivered it last week. This will get worse
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before it gets better in some places, and as our case numbers rise, thankfully, the mortality rate 1s much lower
than it was at it its peak.”

Word of the declining fatality rate comes as US deaths from coronavirus “surpassed 150,000 on Wednesday, a
number higher than in any other country and nearly a quarter of the world’s total,” Reuters
<https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa/u-s-coronavirus-deaths-top-150000-among-highest-
in-deaths-per-capita-globally-1dUSKCN24U2ZHX> (7/29, Shumaker, McKay) reports. Reuters adds, “Of the 20
countries with the biggest outbreaks, the United States ranks sixth in deaths per capita, at 4.5 fatalities per 10,000
people. Only the United Kingdom, Spain, Italy, Peru and Chile have a higher per capita rate, the tally shows,
with U.5. deaths making up nearly 23% of the global total of just over 661,000.” In the lead story on ABC World
News Tonight <https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/4cabf123¢563495497a0d20ccSeefe3 1 ?pubid=fbi=
(7/29, lead story, 4:35, Muir, 7.22M), Victor Oquendo called the death toll “unimaginable,” and in its lead story,
the CBS Evening News <https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/e044¢14407b748258bd332a9201435b07
pubid=fbi= (7/29, lead story, 4:45, O'Donnell, 4.28M) called 1t *stunning”™ and reported that “deaths across the

country have recently surged by more than 30%.”

The New York Times <https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/world/coronavirus-covid-19.html= (7/29, 18.61M)
reports that “an average of about 1,000 virus-related deaths a day have been reported over the past week, the
worst rate since early June, when the number of people dying seemed to be falling. Now, daily death counts are
rising in 23 states and Puerto Rico.”

USA Today <https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/07/29/covid-resurgence-deaths-surpass- 1 50-
k/5489494002/> (7/29, Flores, Schoolman, 10.31M) says “there is not much relief in sight. The three most
populous states — California, Texas and Florida — were among several that set seven-day records for virus deaths
this week. Others set records for new cases. Tennessee and Arkansas set records for both.” NBC Nightly News
<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/1 32c68deddacd4 18387d5 Teacbfesab TeTpubid=tbi= (7/29, lead story,
2:50, Holt, 5.97M) reported in its lead story that “new states in the middle of the country now seeing fresh hot
spots.” NBC’s Miguel Almaguer added that NIAID Director Fauei is “warning several American cities who have
mostly avoided COVID’s erippling crush are now on the verge of being hit hard.” Fauei: “If you are not getting
your arms around and suppressing that surge that’s coming up two to three weeks down the pike, you're in
trouble.”

White House Coronavirus Task Force Response Coordinator Deborah Birx said in an interview with Sinclair
Broadcasting Group <https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/a996e2 126ec94265b1dd%da5 1 cb4f4b5?
pubid=fbi= (7/29, 22K), “There’s a very serious pandemic in the South. What you can see is that serious
epidemic in the South is moving northward. This is the moment to make that change. ... By the time you see
hospitalizations, you have incredible asymptomatic spread. The rural Americans often didn’t experience that and
now they are.”

On Telemundo <https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/7415959532b3426ba2d28c5de4b3¢507?pubid=fbi=
(7/29, 249K), Surgeon General Adams said, “This absolutely can get worse for everyone but particularly for
Latinos.” Birx said, “Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Virginia, and a small part of West Virginia. This when you need to
o back to your public and ask them to do the things that kept them, and kept the cases so low.”

Trump Stands By Retweet Of Doctors Touting Hydroxychlorogquine.

On NBC Nightly News <https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/98 1 20deaf7934 1 e4b9 16819462£5043 17
pubid=fbi= (7/29, story 3, 1:05, Holt, 5.97M), Kristen Welker reported that President Trump “1s digging in, after
retweeting a video of doctors Monday promoting the controversial drug hydroxychloroquine, and saying social
distancing and wearing masks 1s unnecessary. The doctor at the forefront pedals in conspiracy theories.” Trump:
“She was making a statement about hydroxychloroquine with other doctors that swear by it. They think 1t's great.
She was not alone.” NBC added, “Joe Biden excoriating the President today.” Biden: “President Trump should
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stop tweeting and start doing something about it, dammit. ... And stop going on and talking about this crazy
woman he talked about last night who 1s an absolute disgrace.”

On ABC World News Tonight

<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/2471d68d51864057ae1 7108296717 8d?pubid=fbi= (7/29, story 2,
1:20, Muir, 7.22M), Mary Bruce said Trump “doubled down on his support for a fringe doctor who 1s spreading
lies about the coronavirus, even after learning she claims demons and witches cause illnesses.” The CBS
Evening News <https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/99489a8baa7e4897859337965982a7 1 {?pubid=fbi=
(7/29, story 3, 0:35, O'Donnell, 4.28M) reported that Trump “doubled down on hydroxychloroquine, requiring
his own health experts to once again remind Americans it doesn’t actually work.” CNBC
<https://www.cnbe.com/2020/07/29/dr-fauci-says-all-the-valid-scientific-data-shows-hydroxychloroquine-isnt-
effective-in-treating-coronavirus. html> (7/29, Lovelace, 3.62M) reports on its website that NIAID Director Fauci
“said Wednesday that all the *valid” scientific data shows.. hydroxychloroquine isn’t effective in treating the
coronavirus.” Appearing on MSNBC’s Andrea Mitchell Reports
<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/aee0f28{d9674e 1 daTebee09c5122 1 be?pubid=tbi= (7/29, 1.09M),
Fauci said, “You look at the scientific data and the evidence. And the scientific data...on trials that are valid, that
were randomized and controlled in the proper way, all of those trials show consistently that hydroxychloroquine
is not effective in the treatment of coronavirus disease or COVID-19."

Navarro: Hydroxychloroquine Can “Save Lives™ And Should Be Prescribed More Frequently. Politico
<https://www.politico.com/news/2020/07/29/white-house-trade-adviser-debunked-covid-treatment-386056>
(7/29, Forgey, 4.29M) says the White House has “aggressively renewed their promotion of hydroxychloroquine.™
Politico says Director of Trade and Manufacturing Policy Navarro “led the charge Wednesday...in defiance of
scientific evidence. But he declined to address the president’s praise for a Houston-area physician who falsely
claimed the drug was a coronavirus cure and has promoted other conspiracy theories.” Navarro 1s quoted as
saying, “I'm pleading with you...to look at this drug again. ... Because [ literally have tens of millions of tablets
sitting in the Strategic National Stockpile that — if we were allowed under the doctors™ advice to get this stuff to
people at the first sign of their symptoms — [ guarantee you it would cut the amount of time of the symptoms,
reduce the duration of the symptoms and save lives.”

Fauci, Birx, Carson Advocate Use Of Face Masks,

NIAID Director Fauci said on MSNBC’s Andrea Mitchell Reports
<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/aee0f28{d9674e 1 da7cbee(9c 5122 1be?pubid=tbi= (7/29, 1.09M),
“I'm not totally against mandating, but I don’t want to step on the toes of people in the independent way they run
their states and cities. But clearly the bottom line, without any distraction, 1s that it is very important for people
to universally wear masks and there’s no ambiguity about that statement. They just have got to do it.” Fauci
added. “I think right now you're seeing the situation has changed. Vice President Pence wears a mask now.
We’ve seen the President wear a mask. And the President even has been recommending wearing of masks. He
said that publicly, and I'm very pleased, and those of us on the Coronavirus Task Force are very pleased to see
him having done that.”

White House Coronavirus Task Force Response Coordinator Deborah Birx said in an interview with Sinclair
Broadcasting Group <https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/a996e2 126ec94265b1dd%da5 1 cb4f4b5?
pubid=fbi= (7/29, 22K), “I think every public health official would love it if every single American wore a mask
every single day anytime they were in public and frankly what I told young people and others, protect your
family. If you had one of these indiscretions and been out in a large gathering, you should wear a mask at home.”

HUD Secretary Carson said on WEWS-TV

<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/1 9cf04fcb29b4 1 75b7fe | f4e9bf0bO58 ?pubid=Ibi= Cleveland (7/29,
106K) that if people wear masks, perform social distancing, have good hygiene, and assume they are
symptomatic carriers “we would depress this thing so quickly your head would spin.”
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NYTimes Endorses Sanders Bill Mandating That Three Masks Be Sent To Every Person In US. In an editorial,
the New York Times <https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/opinion/us-coronavirus-masks.html> (7/29,
18.61M) recounts that Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT) “introduced legislation this week that directs the Trump
administration to send three ‘high-quality, reusable’ masks to every person in the United States, and would
provide 55 billion to increase mask production. This is a good 1dea.” While *a national campaign to encourage
people to wear masks, including the distribution of free masks, is not sufficient to confront the pandemic... masks
would help.” and “right now, Americans need all the help they can get.”

Pelosi To Institute Mandatory Mask Policy For House After Gohmert Tests Positive.

CNBC <https:/'www.cnbe.com/2020/07/29/coronavirus-pelosi-to-impose-mandatory-mask-policy-for-house-
floor.html> (7/29, Breuninger, 3.62M) reports on its website that House Speaker Pelosi said Wednesday that “she
will soon be announcing a mandatory mask policy for the floor of the House,” a development that “comes just
hours™ after Rep. Louie Gohmert (R-TX) “announced that he had tested positive for the coronavirus.™ Politico
<https://www.politico.com/news/2020/07/29/gohmert-coronavirus-testing-386327= (7/29, Caygle, Ferns,
4.29M) recounts “lawmakers are currently encouraged to wear masks in the chamber and required to wear them
in committee rooms — although some Republicans openly defy that rule and have yet to be punished.” Pelosi
said, “Members and staff will be required to wear masks at all times in the hall of the House. Except that
members may remove their masks, temporarily, when recognized.” The Hill
<https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5S0968 7-pelosi-to-require-masks-on-house-floor= (7/29, Marcos, 2.98M)
also reports the story under the headline “Pelosi To Require Masks On House Floor.”

The Houston Chronicle <https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/Rep-Louie-Gohmert-of-Texas-tests-
positive-for-15443062.php?cmpid=trend= (7/29, Rosenthal, 730K} points out “Gohmert used a widely-
condemned phrase when referring to the virus in his video statement.” Kristen Welker of NBC Nightly News
<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/937789¢7al 1 24f0ebd673966acbfob 7d ?pubid=fbi= (7/29, story 2,
1:00, Holt, Welker, 5.97M) showed the congressman saying, “1'm asymptomatic, but apparently I have the
Wuhan virus.”

The AP <https://apnews.com/625e32f5eacc83af76bd6682003e32dd> (7/29, Fram, Jalonick) indicates that
Gohmert’s positive test forced him “to abruptly cancel his plan to travel to his home state with President Donald
Trump aboard Air Force One.” Mary Bruce of ABC World News Tonight
<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/cb63eled884d4 5ee9f4b46a6c69b551 7 pubid=fbi= (7/29, story 3,
1:10, Muir, 7.22M) reported Gohmert “has frequently been spotted on the Hill without a mask,” and “sources tell
us his stafl has even been scolded for wearing them.” The Washington Examiner
<https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/congress/gohmert-office-denies-anonymous-accuser-we-have-
never-discouraged-anyone-from-wearing-a-mask> (7/29, Ferrechio, 448K) reports, however, that “a top staffer in
the office of...Gohmert denied an anonymous claim that employees in the lawmaker’s DC office were berated for
wearing masks and forced to work in dangerous conditions.” Said Chief of Staff Connie Hair, “We have never
discouraged anyone from wearing a mask.”

Gohmert said on Fox News’ Hannity <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NNO926aA)7Pg> (7/29, 535K, “The
left went nuts. They are saying, *Oh, I contaminate the gym.” | haven’t been to the gym in months. They said |
berated staff for wearing masks and that 1s a lie.”

Reuters <https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-congress-gohmert/republican-gohmert-who-
resisted-masks-says-tests-positive-for-covid- 19-1dUSKCN24U2EJ= (7/29, Cowan) also reports Gohmert
“steadfastly refused to wear a mask during the coronavirus pandemic,” and USA Today
<https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2020/07/29/coronavirus-barr-get-tested-after-louie-gohmert-found-
positive/5535187002/= (7/29, Lalljee, Johnson, 10.31M) recalls “Gohmert told CNN in June he would only wear
a mask if he contracted the virus.” Said Gohmert, I don’t have the coronavirus, turns out as of yesterday I've
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never had it. But if [ get it, you’ll never see me without a mask. ... But [ keep being tested and I don’t have it. So
['m not afraid of you, but if 1 get it I'll wear a mask.” Axios <https://www.axios.com/loue-gohmert-mask-
wearing-coronavirus-5a241b3c-8fa3-4835-a151-779d5¢891290. html= (7/29, Perano, 521K), CQ Roll Call
<https://www.rolleall.com/2020/07/29/louie-gohmert-coronavirus-capitol/= (7/29, Marquette, 154K) and The
Hill <https://thehill.com/homenews/house/509647-texas-rep-kay-granger-self-quarantining-after-sitting-next-to-
gohmert-on= (7/29, Marcos, 2.98M), among other news outlets, also report the story.

Gohmert Wonders Whether Wearing Mask Led To Infection. The Texas Tribune
<https://www.texastribune.org/2020/07/29/loue-gohmert-coronavirus/= (7/29, Samuels, 23K) reports Gohmert
said in an interview Wednesday, “I can’t help but wonder...if | injected the virus into my mask when I was
moving~ it. USA Today <https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2020/07/29/rep-gohmert-attributes-
covid-19-diagnosis-wearing-mask/5536431002/= (7/29, Santucei, 10.31M) points out the congressman made his
comment in an interview <https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1438183379904916> with Texas station KETK.

The New York Times <https:/www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/us/politics/louie-gohmert-positive-coronavirus-
mask.html= (7/29, Fandos, 18.61M) also points out that “the Texas congressman, who frequently refused to wear
a mask, said he had probably contracted the coronavirus because he did so,” and the Washington Post
<https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/rep-louie-gohmert-who-had-been-scheduled-to-travel-with-trump-
tests-positive-for-coronavirus/2020/07/29/3a097412-d1a6-11ea-8d32- 1ebf4e9die0d story.html= (7/29, Sonmez,
Dawsey, Kane, 14.2M) that Gohmert “went on to make several statements filled with misinformation about the
virus, such as suggesting that wearing a face mask increased his chances of contracting it. ... *It is interesting,
and I don’t know about everybody, but when | have a mask on, I'm moving it to make it comfortable, and I can’t
help but wonder if that puts some germs in the mask,” Gohmert said™ in the video he released.

After Coming Into Contact With Gohmert, Barr Tests Negative. Ben Tracy of the CBS Evening News
<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/30fd65e%ee4541c0a63026855¢96b5aapubid={bi= (7/29, story 2,
1:10, O'Donnell, 4.28M) reported “Gohmert attended [Tuesday’s] Judiciary Committee hearing and was seen at
the Capitol not wearing a mask, in the same hallway as Attorney General Bill Barr.” Moreover, Politico
<https://www.politico.com/news/2020/07/29/louis-gohmert-who-refused-to-wear-a-mask-tests-positive-for-
coronavirus-386076>= (7/29, Sherman, 4.29M) points out that “footage from before the hearing shows Gohmert
and Barr walking together in close contact, with neither wearing a mask.”

USA Today <https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2020/07/29/coronavirus-barr-get-tested-after-loue-gohmert-
found-positive/5535187002/= (7/29, Lalljee, Johnson, 10.31M) reports that according to DOJ, “Barr tested

negative for the coronavirus™ Wednesday, following Gohmert’s announcement.

Officials Identifying Priority Groups For Initial COVID Vacemations.

The Washington Post <https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/07/29/covid-vaccine-essential-workers-
high-risk-populations/= (7/29, Sun, 14.2M) reports that with some coronavirus vaccine trials in the final stage,
“officials and experts are wrestling with one of the most difficult issues facing the country: Who should be first
to get limited doses of a vaccine during one of the worst public health crises in a century?” Discussions
“involving federal health officials and outside experts™ have “begun to identify priority groups for initial
vaccination against covid-19." The talks “are based on planning developed during the 2009 HIN1 influenza
pandemic. Highest priority would go to health-care and essential workers and high-risk populations. This
proposed group would also include older adults, residents of long-term-care facilities and people with underlying
medical conditions.”

NIAID Director Fauci said on MSNBC’s Andrea Mitchell Reports
<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/39¢3ba88faa24e24a0a83a80f1 5ca2b3?pubid=tbi= (7/29, 1.09M),
that “the federal government has invested hundreds of millions 1f not billions of dollars into getting production at
risk,” and companies “are beginning to produce a lot of doses and what’s going to happen is that they've
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promised, and this is more than one company, is that as we get into 2021, they will have hundreds of millions of
doses available and at the end of the year, likely up to a billion doses.”

Lancet Editor Tells WPost Why He Thinks US, Europe Mishandled Outbreak.

The Washington Post <https://'www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/lancet-richard-horton-trump-
vaceines/2020/07/29/1209b610-d048-11ea-826b-cc394d824e35 story.html> (7/29, Booth, 14.2M) reports on a
Zoom interview with Lancet editor Richard Horton in which he explains “why he thinks politicians and scientific
advisers in the United States and Europe got so much so wrong™ about the novel coronavirus. Horton “is out
with a new book, ‘The Covid-19 Catastrophe: What’s Gone Wrong and How to Stop it Happening Agaimn.”™ It “is
an angry work, thrumming with righteous disbelief over mistakes made in the past six months.”

In North Carolina, Pence And DeVos Promote Reopening Of Schools.

The AP <https://apnews.com/966fadal85Tced5¢27el10e37d321d76> (7/29, Anderson) reports that in North
Carolina on Wednesday, Vice President Pence “vowed...that schools around the country will have the resources
they need to reopen for in-person learning as he visited a classroom of masked fourth graders at a...private
school.” President Trump and Education Secretary DeVos “have threatened to withhold federal funding from K-
12 schools that don’t allow all of their students to return to physical classrooms.” Pence, who appeared with
DeVos, “visited a Raleigh-area campus of Thales Academy as part of a push to encourage more schools to reopen
with in-person instruction.” Pence 1s quoted as saying, “We're all gonna make sure schools across America have
the support to open up and stay open.” Later, Pence said, “Online learning is no substitute for in-person
learning.”

Administration officials made a similar cases in media appearances on Wednesday. Surgeon General Adams said
on Momings On The Mall <https://omny.fm/shows/mornings-on-the-mall/mornings-on-the-mall-podcast-2020-
T-29= (7/29), “It is important we understand there are health impacts for shutting down. There are 4.2 million
children behind on their vaccinations. Kids out of school are more likely to be obese. ... It 1s important that we
understand there are health harms to staying shut down.”™

HUD Secretary Carson said on WEWS-TV

<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/1 9cf04fcb29b4 1 75b7fc | f4e9bf0b958 ?pubid=tbi= Cleveland (7/29,
106K), “Let’s determine the risk based on science, not on hysteria.” He added, “The likelihood of children being
affected by this 1s very small. The number of children who have died from COVID is much smaller than the
number who die from regular flu.”

Doctors Make Recommendations For Reopening Schools Safely. In an op-ed for the New York Times
<https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/opinion/coronavirus-schools-reopen.html= (7/29, 18.61M), physicians
Ezekiel J. Emanuel, James Phillips, and Saskia Popescu write that to reopen schools safely, “we must ensure that
all five of the core school-based activities — transportation, time in the classroom, mealtimes, gym and
extracurricular activities — are safe.” They write that they have “created a school risk index to assess the dangers
and offer recommendations to reduce the chance of spreading the virus, not only among students but also among
teachers and other employees.” The doctors go on to outline a series of measures that they say “will permit
relatively safe schools and allow in-person education and as much socializing as possible.”

Weingarten: Florida, Arizona, Texas Teachers Could Strike Over Unsafe Working Conditions.

Politico <https://'www.politico.com/news/2020/07/29/teacher-strike-weingarten-coronavirus-387397= (7/29,
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Perez, 4.29M) reports American Federation of Teachers President Randi Weingarten “warned”™ Wednesday that
teachers in Florida, Arizona and Texas are most likely to strike over unsafe working conditions due to the
pandemic. Weingarten told Politico that is governors and local officials reopen schools while cases are spiking
without addressing demands for safety measures, teachers cannot give acquiesce in negotiations ahead of the
school year. He said, *You can’t say, at the end, *Okay, I just give up.” You have to actually be true to your
convictions. ... And if that means a safety strike as a last resort, that’s what it means. If you believe that the safety
and health of people are really sacrosanct, then you've got to be able to sacrifice for it.”

The New York Times <https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/us/teacher-union-school-reopening-
coronavirus.html= (7/29, Goldstein, Shapiro, 18.61M) reports that on Tuesday, the AFT “raised the stakes
dramatically by authorizing its local and state chapters to strike 1f their districts do not take sufficient precautions
— such as requiring masks and updating ventilation systems — before reopening classrooms.” The Times adds that
“many unions, while concerned about the safety of classrooms, are also fighting to limit the amount of time that
teachers are required to be on video over the course of a day.” the Times adds that critics “see teachers” unions as
trying to have it both ways: reluctant to return to classrooms, but also resistant in some districts to providing a
full day of remote school via tools like live video — the kind of interactive, online instruction that many parents
say their children need after watching them flounder in the spring.”

In an op-ed for the Wall Street Journal <https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-virus-may-strike-teachers-unions-
11596040702> (7/29, Subscription Publication, 7.57M), David R. Henderson, a research fellow at Stanford
University’s Hoover Institution, writes that the pandemic may result in more parents realizing the poor job public
schools are doing and choose home-schooling, private schools, or charter schools.

Florida Schools Announce Remote Classes As DeSantis Says State Will Have In-Person Learning.

Politico <https://'www.politico.com/states/florida/story/2020/07/29/desantis-touts-the-return-of-in-person-
classes-as-schools-say-theyll-go-online- 13041 78> (7/29, Atterbury, 4.29M) reports that as Flonda Gov. Ron
DeSantis (R) “insists”™ his state will have in-person learning this fall, Florida’s largest school district will begin
the year “with remote classes, joining others that are keeping campuses closed.” Miami Dade County schools
Superintendent Alberto Carvalho “announced the move Wednesday, a day after nearby Monroe County said it
would rely on digital instruction for the immediate future.” Schools in Broward and Palm Beach counties “also
intend to start the school yvear with online courses.” Nonetheless, DeSantis and state Education Commissioner
Richard Corcoran “were unwavering in their confidence that brick-and-mortar schools will reopen their doors
this fall.”

DHS Draws Judicial Rebuke Over False Statements In New York Travel Case.

Politico New York <https://www.politico.com/states/new-york/city-hall/story/2020/07/29/judge-rebukes-
homeland-security-over-false-statements-in-new-york-travel-case-1304143% (7/29, Durkin) reports US District
Judge Jesse Furman “rebuked the Department of Homeland Security for making statements it has admitted were
false in seeking to ban New York state from travel programs.” But last week, DHS officials “admitted in court
papers they had made false statements in an effort to push the ban, which New York was suing to overturn.” The
officials “had said that New York placed restrictions unlike any other state on the access immigration authorities
have to Department of Motor Vehicles records. In fact, they later acknowledged, several other states have the
same restrictions but have never faced attempts to block them from travel programs.” Furman called the
admissions “deeply troubling revelations.” He demanded that the federal government provide “a comprehensive
record of any and all *inaccurate’ or *misleading” statements in their prior submissions”™ by Aug. 12.

Cuccinelli Defends Administration’s Actions On DACA.
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Acting Deputy DHS Secretary Cuccinelli said on NPR’s Morning Edition
<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/3519f57d 1 2f545d68822e86be5b6 1 66¢?pubid=tbi= (7/29, 7.5M),
“The Supreme Court said overwhelmingly the Trump Administration can move forward to rescind DACA but
that you haven’t done it the right way. ... The Maryland ruling was last Friday and then following that Maryland
ruling, we took interim action. ... We frequently undertake interim actions to give direction to our employees as
to how to proceed in any particular area. This sort of interim guidance, I will call it, is entirely common. It is
entirely within the legal authority of the Department of Homeland Security to do that and to set a system in place
and the system does not allow new applicants.™

Trump Says He Will Act Against Big Tech If Congress Does Not.

President Trump tweeted <https:/twitter.com/real Donald Trump/status/ 1 288506554585505793> Wednesday
around noon, “If Congress doesn’t bring faimess to Big Tech, which they should have done years ago, [ will do it
myself with Executive Orders. In Washington, 1t has been ALL TALK and NO ACTION for years, and the
people of our Country are sick and tired of 1t!” Reuters <https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-tech-congress-
trump/trump-threatens-to-bring-fairness-to-big-tech-with-executive-orders-idUSKCN24U2NJ= (7/29) covers the
tweet. The Washington Times <https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/jul/29/trump-administration-
moving-forward-social-media-e/> (7/29, Sherfinski, 492K) reports the White House said Wednesday that the
Administration “is moving forward to implement a recent presidential executive order on social media, ahead of
testimony from top tech company executives on Capitol Hill. The Commerce Department this week filed a
petition to clarify that social media companies can be held Lable 1f they “alter or editorialize users’ speech,’
according to the White House.”

Four Big Tech CEOs Appear At Contentious House Hearing. The CBS Evening News
<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/07aef3de740a4e 77862 3ebe9b0b3 3 fd97pubid=fbi= (7/29, story 8,
1:20, O'Donnell, 4.28M) reported that on Wednesday, “for the first time, the titans of tech testified together
before Congress. Amazon’s Jefl Bezos, Apple’s Tim Cook, Facebook’s Mark Zuckerberg, and Google’s Sundar
Pichai were confronted with charges of stifling competition and political bias.” Jo Ling Kent reported on NBC
Nightly News <https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/f3b1ed27bf404973be98 fbeY666d 7 cef T pubid=fhi=
(7/29, story 6, 2:00, Holt, 5.97M) that “the antitrust hearing was contentious from the start.” Bezos testified
“before Congress for the first time, facing criticism over a Wall Street Journal report that Amazon uses
information from small companies doing business on its site to develop competing products that are cheaper.”

The AP <https://apnews.com/25a4d 1 Bae3989402{0ad23{38d8cfa23> (7/29, Gordon) reports, “Fending off
accusations of stifling competition,” the CEOs “are answering for their companies’ practices before Congress as
a House panel caps its yvearlong investigation of market dominance in the industry.” The Washington Post
<https://'www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2020/07/29/apple-google-facebook-amazon-congress-hearing/>
(7/29, Romm, Zakrzewski, Lerman, 14.2M) reports, “The rare interrogation played out over the course of a
nearly six-hour hearing, with lawmakers on the Houses top antitrust subcommittee coming armed with millions
of documents, hundreds of hours of interviews and in some cases the once-private messages of Silicon Valley’s
elite chiefs. They said it showed some in the tech sector had become too big and powerful, threatening rivals,
consumers and, in some cases, even democracy itself.”

The New York Times <https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/07/29/technology/tech-ceos-hearing-testimony=
(7/29, McCabe, 18.61M) reports subcommittee chair Rep. David Cicilline (D-RI1) “opened the hearing with a
broadside against the companies, saying their dominance harms the economy and leaves consumers with no
choice but to use their products.” Politico <https:/'www.politico.com/news/2020/07/29/tech-antitrust-hearing-
live-highlights-and-updates-380487= (7/29, Nylen, Scola, Hendel, 4.29M) says panel members “hammered”™
Pichai about Google’s “relations with China and whether 1t steals ideas from other businesses,” Zuckerberg
“about a blizzard of disinformation plaguing” Facebook, and Cook “on whether his iPhone-maker strong-arms
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developers on its App Store.” Reuters <https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-tech-congress/big-tech-tangles-
with-washington-lawmakers-in-antitrust-showdown-1idUSK CN24U 1 FI= (7/29, Bose, Bartz) reports Cicilline
“accused Google of stealing reviews from the company Yelp Inc and said that Google threatened to delist the
company from search results if it objected.”

Bloomberg <https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-07-29/gop-lawmakers-have-their-own-agenda-for-
antitrust-hearings?srnd=premiumd&sref=310EzKok> (7/29, Newcomer, Brody, 4.73M) reports Republicans took
a different tack, with GP leadership “preparing lawmakers for the hearing labels bias as the top concern, while
conceding it 1s not an issue that can be solved through antitrust enforcement.” Axios
<https://www.axios.com/conservatives-turn-antitrust-hearing-into-venting-session-about-bias-1 ca0 1 6ec-57¢2-
475a-807b-1albbfal0753 . html> (7/29, Fischer, 521K) reports Reps. Jim Jordan (R-OH) and James
Sensenbrenner (R-WI) “used their first few minutes during their opening statements at the hearing...to call out
tech companies for unproven allegations of political bias against conservatives,” while Rep. Kelly Armstrong (R-
ND), “in his first line of questioning, referenced reports that by Google had warmed The Federalist, a
conservative website, about being demonetized for violating its rules.”

The New York Post <https:/nypost.com/2020/07/29/big-tech-ceos-bezos-cook-others-to-appear-before-
congress/= (7/29, Vega, Feis, 4.57M) reports Jordan said “in a fiery opening remark,” “I'll just cut to the chase.
Big Tech is out to get conservatives. That’s not a suspicion, that’s not a hunch — that’s a fact.” The Hill
<https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5096 19-jordan-confronts-tech-ceos-with-claims-of-anti-conservative-bias=>
(7/29, Rodrigo, 2.98M) reports Jordan “listed a series of instances where social media companies have removed
certain content — including misinformation about the coronavirus pandemic that 1s contradicted by the World
Health Organization — in arguing that there is active, systemic censorship. He pointed to allegations that Google
was censoring the right-wing site Breitbart News and that Amazon’s Twitch banned President Trump’s channel.”
The Washington Times <https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/jul/29/jim-jordan-big-tech-out-get-
conservatives/= (7/29, Sherfinski, Lovelace, 492K) runs a brief report under the headline “Rep. Jim Jordan: ‘Big
Tech’ Is Out To Get Conservatives.” Jordan said on Fox News™ Tucker Carlson Tonight

<https://video. foxnews.com/v/6 176443134001/ ?playlist 1d=5198073478001> (7/29), “You may have the Justice
Department looking at current antitrust laws to go after these companies right now, and frankly we may have to
change the law.”

The Wall Street Journal <https://www.wsj.com/articles/big-techs-antitrust-paradox- 1 15960645 16> (7/29,
Subscription Publication, 7.57M) says in an editorial that while politicians of both parties seem to despise Big
Tech, the companies” products and services remain popular with hundreds of millions of users, and legislators
must take care to not overlook consumer benefit in their policy conclusions.

WPost Analysis: Tata Nomination Appears “To Be In Trouble.”

The Washington Post <https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/trumps-nominee-for-senior-pentagon-
job-in-trouble-heading-into-hearing/2020/07/29/b2b2d65¢-d104-11ea-af07-1d058cal 37ae_story html= (7/29,
Lamothe, Kim, 14.2M) reports, “President Trump’s nomination of a retired Army general for a senior Pentagon
position appeared to be in trouble Wednesday, with Republicans and Democrats alike expressing concern about
his mflammatory comments about Islam, partisan attacks and infidelity.” Anthony J. Tata, “a military officer
turned novelist and Fox News commentator, faces mounting opposition from Democrats on the Senate Armed
Services Committee because of his past remarks, which include falsely calling former president Barack Obama a
“terrorist leader.™ To the Post, “the contested nomination for undersecretary of defense for policy 1s emblematic
of the Trump administration’s difficulty in finding qualified nominees and getting them confirmed,” and
“highlights anew™ Defense Secretary Esper’s “struggles to shield the Pentagon from partisanship.”

Reuters <https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-military-nominee/trump-nominee-for-pentagon-faces-

senate-grilling-after-islamophobia-claims-1dUSKCN24U34T= (7/29, Stewart, Ali) reports, meanwhile, that Tata,
“Trump’s most divisive nominee for a senior Pentagon post to date 1s expected to face a contentious Senate
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nomination hearing on Thursday, with Democratic lawmakers likely to grill him over remarks they deem
[slamophobic.” The White House “said it stands by Tata’s nomination to fill the position of undersecretary of
defense for policy.”

Senate Democrats Criticize Pompeo For Reducing State Department Staff.

The New York Post <https:/nypost.com/2020/07/29/senate-democrats-slam-pompeo-for-thinning-state-
department-staff’= (7/29, Jacobs, 4.57M) reports, “Senate Democrats have released a report blasting Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo’s management of the State Department, criticizing the fact that he has thinned out the
amount of staff at the bureau.” The report, “released Tuesday, comes two days before Pompeo’s scheduled
testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee Thursday, where he 1s expected to face considerable
scrutiny from Democratic senators.” Says the report, “Over the last three and a half years, the Department has
been plagued by a hiring freeze, a bungled “reform’ effort, proposals to slash its funding by one-third, and
persistent vacancies, all of which have hampered its effectiveness.”

Pompeo Appoints DeHart As Coordinator For Arctic Region. The Washington Times
<https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/jul/29/mike-pompeo-taps-new-head-arctic-policy-amid-risin/>
(7/29, Meier, 492K reports “Pompeo on Wednesday announced the appointment of Jim DeHart to be the next
US coordinator for the Arctic region.” In a statement, Pompeo “explained that Mr. DeHart will serve as the
principal adviser on all Arctic matters and will coordinate the department’s policy-making and diplomatic
engagement on Arctic-related issues.”

Trump Touts Move To Stave Off “Low Income Housing™ In Suburbs.

President Trump took to Twitter <https://twitter.com/realDonald Trump/status/128850956857877T088>
Wednesday to write, “l am happy to inform all of the people living their Suburban Lifestyle Dream that you will
no longer be bothered or financially hurt by having low income housing built in your neighborhood. ... Your
housing prices will go up based on the market, and erime will go down. I have rescinded the Obama-Biden
AFFH Rule. Enjoy!™

A number of media reports cast Trump’s effort as rooted in racism. In particular, the New York Times
<https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/us/elections/biden-vs-trump.html= (7/29, 18.61M) says Trump 1s
“continuing his efforts to shore up the support of white suburban voters by stirring racist fears about affordable
housing,” and “his remarks on Wednesday were further evidence that he 1s deploying a strategy rooted in racism,
classism and fear-mongering as he courts white suburban voters, particularly white suburban women, who were
the key to his victory in 2016 but are slipping away from him.” The President “made similar remarks last week
when he first announced his administration’s plans to eliminate the Obama-era rule.”

Politico <https://www. politico.com/news/2020/07/29/trump-housing-policy-low-income-suburbs-3864 14> (7/29,
Chot, 4.29M) reports that “when the Trump administration rescinded an Obama-era fair housing rule last week, it
justified the move as alleviating undue burdens on local governments. But on Wednesday... Trump gave a much
more stark reasoning: Keep low-income housing out of the suburbs.” Politico adds that “the 2015 Affirmatively
Furthering Fair Housing rule requires local governments to proactively ensure fair housing in order to receive
federal housing funding,” and “was designed to give more teeth to the Fair Housing Act in combating
segregation.”

USA Today <https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/elections/2020/07/29/trump-slams-housing-rule-
latest-message-suburban-voters/5536731002/= (7/29, Fritze, Jackson, 10.31M) reports Trump drew “a quick
rebuke from critics who pointed out the provision was an attempt to address racial segregation,” and adds
“Democrats — including the party’s presumptive presidential nominee, Joe Biden — have accused Trump of race
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baiting.”

Reuters <https://news.yahoo.com/play-suburban-votes-trump-rescinds-205950506.html= (7/29, Brice) also says
it was Trump’s “latest bid to boost his support in the suburbs as he seeks re-election.” and the Fox News
<https://'www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-suburban-voters-housing-rule> (7/29, Phillips, 27.59M) website that
the President “has sought to pit...Biden against suburban voters, last month saying Biden wants to make suburbs
‘much worse.”” CNBC <https://www.cnbe.com/2020/07/29/trump-suburban-voters-will-no-longer-be-bothered-
by-low-income-housing. html= (7/29, Wilkie, 3.62M) says on its website, “Trump’s tweets mark an escalation of
his campaign strategy of trying to stoke fear in suburban voters that poor urban residents, who are
overwhelmingly people of color, will move to their suburbs if low-income housing is permitted to be built in
single-family home neighborhoods.”™ Rolling Stone <https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/trump-
suburban-voters-suburban-fair-housing-act-1032625/= (7/29, Stuart, 12.8M). meanwhile, headlines its story
“Trump Is Happy To Inform Suburban Voters That He Is Still A Racist.”

Epshteyn: Trump “Just Saved The American Suburb.” Writing for Newsweek
<https://www.newsweek.com/trump-administration-just-saved-american-suburb-opinion-1521163= (7/29,
1.53M) under the headline “The Trump Administration Just Saved The American Suburb.” Boris Epshteyn,
“strategic advisor for coalitions on the Trump 2020 campaign,” calls Trump’s move “a massive victory for
Americans’ constitutional rights to local control and self-government, as well as a recognition that the federal
covernment’s duty to prevent discrimination in housing does not supersede its obligation to protect the rights of
millions of Americans who abide by race-neutral zoning laws to create beautiful, vibrant, family-friendly
suburban communities.”

Treasury To Loan Postal Service $10B In Return For “Last-Mile™ Contract Details.

The Washington Post <https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/07/29/postal-service-treasury-loan/>
(7/29, Bogage, 14.2M) reports that on Wednesday, the Treasury Department “agreed to loan the U.S. Postal
Service 510 billion in emergency coronavirus relief funding...in exchange for proprietary information about the
mail service’s most lucrative private-sector contracts.” The Postal Service “will provide Treasury copies of its 10
largest ‘negotiated service agreements.” or contracts with high-volume third-party shippers such as Amazon,
FedEx and UPS, and receive a crucial injection of cash that postal officials say will keep the debt-laden agency
solvent for at least another year.” The Postal Service “contracts with private-sector shippers for “last-mile”
delivery from distribution centers to consumers’ homes, and it offers those companies small discounts because of
the volume of packages they provide.”

Reuters <https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-postal/u-s-treasury-makes- 1 0-billion-loan-
available-to-postal-service-as-part-of-coronavirus-relief-idUSKCN24U29W= (7/29, Lambert, Heavey) says
President Trump nominated Postmaster General Louis Deloy “to bring the service’s finances in line and he is
pushing to cut costs even if it means delaying deliveries.” According to Reuters, the Postal Service “does not
need to borrow at the moment, but the money will now be available should the financially strained agency have
to access it.” Treasury Secretary Mnuchin said in a statement, “While the USPS is able to fund its operating
expenses without additional borrowing at this time, we are pleased to have reached an agreement on the material
terms and conditions of a loan, should the need arise.”

Ginsburg Undergoes Nonsurgical Medical Procedure.

The AP <https://www.politico.com/news/2020/07/29/ruth-bader-ginsburg-undergoes-medical-procedure-at-
hospital-387588> (7/29) reports that the Supreme Court said Wednesday that Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
underwent “a nonsurgical medical procedure in New York City and expects to be released from a hospital there
by the end of the week.” A statement from the Court said Ginsburg that the minimally invasive procedure was to
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“revise a bile duct stent™ at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. Citing Ginsburg’s doctors, the statement
said that “stent revisions are commeon occurrences and the procedure, performed using endoscopy and medical
imaging guidance, was done to minimize the risk of future infection.”

Obama To Deliver Eulogy At Lewis’ Funeral.

NBC Nightly News <https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/4fe6434 8818 14405902be8cHhecd ShO91?
pubid=fbi= (7/29, story 7, 1:45, Holt, 5.97M) reported that “a long line of mourners paying respects to
Congressman John Lewis™ as he arrived back in the Atlanta district “he represented for more than three
decades.” NBC (Alexander) added, “One final trip home for Congressman John Lewis. His procession weaving
its way through Atlanta, pausing at the walls bearing his image, the street bearing his name, and the final resting
place of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., who helped inspire Lewis™ lifelong fight for civil rights.” NBC added that
former President Barack Obama will deliver the eulogy at Lewis” funeral on Thursday. In addition to Obama, the
CBS Evening News <https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/d0de2 1ab8a754944a3088d26b3 8dc4b5?
pubid=fbi= (7/29, story 10, 2:00, O'Donnell, 4.28M) reported, former Presidents George W. Bush and Bill
Clinton “will travel to Atlanta for [Thursday’s] funeral.” Axios <https://www.axios.com/obama-bush-clinton-
lewis-funeral-8b70baf-220-4999-8d47-3d46¢ 1 cfBe54. html= (7/29, Nichols, 521K) reports that Obama, Bush,
and Clinton’s attendance “lend[s] presidential prestige to the civil rights icon’s funeral that the current occupant
of the White House, Donald Trump, seems determined to withhold.” ABC World News Tonight
<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/16419467304b4eab84d590fbeedfdf5 1 7pubid=fbi= (7/29, story 11,
0:15, Muir, 7.22M) provided similar coverage.

Navy’s First Black Female Fighter Pilot To Get Her Wings Friday.

The CBS Evening News <https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/3e4bfd2b563 84cfiVdfa6452ea0111927
pubid=fbi= (7/29, story 13, 1:25, O'Donnell, 4.28M) reported that Navy Lt. Junior Grade Madeline Swegle “is
breaking a barrier she didn’t know still exited, becoming the first Black female fighter pilot in Navy history.”
Swegle “officially gets her wings of gold on Friday, and we salute her for her service.”

International News

Nations That Seemed To Quell Earlier Outbreaks Experiencing Summer Surge.

The Washington Post <https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/a-coronavirus-comeback-around-the-
world/2020/07/28/8ddd9e64-d043-11ea-826b-cc394d824e35 story.html= (7/29, Sly, Denyer, Eglash, 14.2M)
reports, “An unforeseen summer surge of coronavirus cases in countries that had seemingly quelled their
outbreaks is helping to drive the unrelenting growth of the global pandemic, undercutting predictions that a
‘second wave’ would not occur until the fall.” Hong Kong, Israel, Japan, and Lebanon “are among dozens of
places reporting record numbers of new cases in recent days, many weeks after they had crushed the curve of
infections, reopened their economies and moved on.” Furthermore, “in some countries that had brought numbers
down, notably in Europe, the reopening of borders, bars and nightclubs 1s being blamed for a small but
noticeable increase in cases.”

New Outbreak Spreading In Vietnam. The New York Times
<https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/world/asia/coronavirus-vietnam.html> (7/29, Beech, Doan. 18.61M)
reports, “After months without a single coronavirus death, or even a confirmed case of local transmission, a new
outbreak has struck Vietnam,” and 1t’s now spreading. Initially, *a 57-year-old man from Danang tested positive
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for the virus and 1s now on life support..” and “then clusters quickly emerged in five hospitals.” As of
“Wednesday, the virus had spread north to Hanoi, the capital, south to Ho Chi Minh City and afflicted two
provinces in central Vietnam, as well as the remote Central Highlands.”

UN Agencies Predict Mass Starvation Due To Pandemic.

NBC Nightly News <https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/48e9ae 791 b2f4eb5be39a422de5ea5da?
pubid=fbi= (7/29, story 11, 1:40, Holt, 5.97M) reported that there is “a dire warning about the pandemic’s
devastating impact on children worldwide.” NBC (Engel) added, “The World Food Programme and three other
UN agencies predict mass starvation because of COVID’s disastrous economic impact. The UN agencies say the
140 million people around the world on the brink of starvation now could rise to a staggering 270 million this
year.”

NYTimes Analysis: Pandemic Further Undermining Democratic Norms In Latin America.

The New York Times <https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/world/americas/latin-america-democracy-
pandemic.html> (7/29, Kurmanaev, 18.61M) reports the pandemic 1s “undermining democratic norms™ in several
Latin American countries “that were already under strain.” This “gradual undermining of democratic rules during
an economic crisis and public health catastrophe could leave Latin America primed for slower growth and an
increase in corruption and human rights abuses, experts warned.” Notably, this year “was the first time that the
Organization of American States, a regional group that promotes democracy, had its vitation to observe
elections withdrawn by a host country in recent history.”

Iran Launches Underground Ballistic Missiles During Exercise.

The AP <https://apnews.com/325a4cbef313fdbb703654d627¢ 16773 (7/29, Vahdat, Gambrell) reports Iran’s
Revolutionary Guard “launched underground ballistic missiles as part of an exercise involving a fake aircraft
carrier in the Strait of Hormuz, state television reported Wednesday.” The TV “did not immediately air footage of
the launches,” nor did it identify the missiles used in the drill.

[srael Crniticizes Twitter For Allowing Khamener's Anti-Semitic Tweets.

The Washington Free Beacon <https:/freebeacon.com/national-security/twitter-greenlights-ayatollahs-calls-for-
genocide/= (7/29, Beyrer, 78K) reports Twitter “came under fire” Wednesday during a meeting of Israel’s
Knesset “for allowing Iran’s Supreme Leader to post anti-Semitic tweets promoting genocide.” The Free Beacon
writes that Twitter has “refused to apply the same standards to Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
that it holds President Donald Trump to.” It notes that “many of the president’s tweets have been taken down for
‘glorifying violence,” while the Ayatollah’s tweets — some of which advocate for the genocide of Israeh Jews —
remain untouched.”

US Sanctions Syrian Officials, Entities In Push To End War.

Reuters <https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-usa/u-s-slaps-sanctions-on-syria-in-push-for-

assad-to-end-war-idUSKCN24U2F7= (7/29, Psaledakis, Landay) reports the US on Wednesday imposed new
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sanctions “aimed at cutting off funds for Synan President Bashar al-Assad’s government and warned that anyone
doing busimess with Damascus was also at risk of being blacklisted.” Assad’s son, Hafez, was “among four
people and 10 entities, including a Syrian army unit, targeted by Washington over accusations they either aided
covernment funding through luxury real estate construction — sometimes on land belonging to displaced civilians
— or prolonged the nearly decade-long war.” In a statement, the White House said, “More sanctions will follow
as part of a sustained campaign of economic and political pressure to deny the Assad regime the resources it uses
to wage war against the Syrian people.”

Following Trump’s Direction, Pentagon Plans To Remove Some Troops From Germany.

Terry Moran reported on ABC World News Tonight
<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/c8432d940b3c488a988af14b852337c7 Tpubid=tbi= (7/29, story 5,
2:20, Muir, 7.22M) reported the Pentagon 1s transferring 12,000 US troops “from Germany, a key US ally.”
President Trump cited “his longstanding gripe that Germany doesn’t pay its fair share for defense in Europe.”™ He
said, “We don’t want to be suckers any more.” Moran added, “President Trump made crystal clear, this is lot
more about punishing Germany than deterring Russia.” Meanwhile, “There was bipartisan condemnation of the
move. "

In a tweet <https://twitter.com/real Donald Trump/status/1 288620254 13062656 1> |, President Trump said,
“Germany 1s very delinquent in their 2% fee to NATO. We are therefore moving some troops out of Germany!™
He also said, “Germany pays Russia billions of dollars a year for Energy, and we are supposed to protect
Germany from Russia. What's that all about™

The Wall Street Journal <https://www.ws].com/articles/pentagon-to-detail-plans-for-u-s-troop-cuts-in-germany-
11596026413 (7/29, Gordon, Youssef, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports Defense Secretary Esper said
the billion-dollar move was to better deter Russia, but Trump told reporters that it could change it could change
if Germany spends more on defense. Esper said, “They're delinquent. So we're reducing the force. Now if they
start paying their bills...I would think about 1t.”

The AP <https://apnews.com/85ecdd667630d491d544a132e27b35ba> (7/29, Baldor) reports, “Spurred on by
[Trump’s] demand to pull troops out of Germany, the U.S. will bring about 6,400 forces home and shift about
5,600 to other countries in Europe.” According to the AP, “The decision fulfills Trump’s announced desire to
withdraw troops from Germany, largely due to its failure to spend enough on defense.” The AP says “a number
of forces will go to Italy, and a major move would shift U.S. European Command headquarters and Special
Operations Command Europe from Stuttgart, Germany, to Belgium.” However, the AP adds that “the future of
the plan is uncertain, at best, since it relies on support and funding from Congress, and a number of members
have voiced opposition. And it may not survive at all if Trump isn’t re-elected.”

Reuters <https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-germany-military/u-s-to-withdraw-about- 1 2000-troops-
from-germany-but-nearly-half-to-stay-in-europe-idUSKCN24U200L= (7/29, Stewart, Ali) reports that in June,
Trump “announced his intention...to cut by about a third the 36,000-strong U.S. troop contingent in Germany,
faulting™ Germany “for failing to meet NATO’s defense spending target.” On Wednesday, Trump said, “We don’t
want to be the suckers any more. We're reducing the force because they're not paying their bills; it’s very
simple.” However, according to Reuters, Esper “has not portrayed the pullout in those terms and said the
military’s plan would prevent the troop movements from undermining NATO and its efforts to deter Russian
intervention, following Moscow’s 2014 annexation of the Crimean Peninsula.” Reuters says that “in remarks
likely to irk Moscow, Esper said some U.S. troops would reposition to the Black Sea region and some could
temporarily deploy in waves to the Baltics.”

The New York Times <https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/world/europe/us-troops-nato-germany.html= (7/29,

Gibbons-Neff, 18.61M) quotes Esper as saying, I am confident that the alliance will be all the better and
stronger for it.” Nevertheless, the Times reports that “the move is certain to rankle European leaders and anger
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both Democratic and Republican lawmakers who see the United States troop presence on the continent,
especially in Germany, as a cornerstone of post-World War I order. ... “This is so clearly a punitive move against
Germany that its hard to see any benefit from this,” said Rachel Rizzo, the director of programs at the Truman
Center for National Policy.”

The Washington Post <https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/us-troop-withdrawal-
germany/2020/07/29/f5d23982-d191-11ea-af07-1d058cal 37ae_story.html> (7/29, Ryan, Deyoung, Morris,
14.2M) also reports that “the plan already has received considerable opposition from politicians of both parties,
who fear it will weaken deterrence against Russia and heighten strains with NATO allies.” The Post also reports
that Esper’s announcement “brought immediate eriticism from German lawmakers. By withdrawing troops,
Washington is achieving ‘exactly the opposite’ of what it says it wants, said Norbert Rottgen, chairman of the
German parliament’s committee for foreign affairs.”

Politico <https://'www.politico.com/news/2020/07/29/us-to-pull-12-000-troops-from-germany-after-trump-calls-
country-delinquent-386136> (7/29, Seligman, 4.29M) reports that at a news conference on Wednesday, Esper
“stressed that the plan will enhance NATO’s ability to deter Russian aggression and strengthen U.S. alliances in
Europe, yet also reiterated the president’s eriticism of Germany.” Esper said, “Let’s be clear: I think Germany is
the wealthiest country in Europe, Germany can and should pay more to its defense, It should certainly meet the
2% standard and I would argue go above and beyond that.” Politico notes that NATO Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg “said the plan ‘underlines the continued commitment by the United States to NATO and to European
security,” and noted that the U.S. consulted “closely” with all NATO allies ahead of the announcement.”

The Washington Times <https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/jul/29/top-senate-dems-blast-trump-
decision-move-nearly-1/= (7/29, Meier, 492K) reports that Democrats say “the move will do the opposite and
will weaken U.S. efforts to counter Russian aggression in the region.” Sen. Robert Menendez (D-NJ) said,
“Champagne must be flowing freely this evening at the Kremlin.” He added, “Germany 1s an essential platform
for life-saving medical care for our troops at Landstuhl hospital, for the Enhanced Forward Presence effort in
Eastern Europe to counter Russia and for US security interests across the Middle East and Africa.” Sen. Jack
Reed (D-RI) called the plan “self-inflicted wound by President Trump against American interests.” He added,
“The Admimstration’s moves outlined today lack a strategic rationale, weaken our allies’ confidence in the
reliability of US defense commitments, and serve to embolden Putin’s efforts to divide the Alliance.”

In an editorial, the Wall Street Journal <https://www.wsj.com/articles/trumps-spite-germany-plan-11596064244>
(7/29, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) condemns the plan to remove US troops from Germany, arguing it will
hurt US interests while not saving money. While the Journal says Trump has legitimate concerns about Germany
on NATO, China, and Russia’s gas pipeline, he is undermining American interests out of spite. The Journal links
the Russian invasion of Ukraine to previous troop withdrawal from Germany and predicts a similar response.

Space Force: Russia Testing Anti-Satellite Weapons.

Fox News <https://www.foxnews.com/tech/space-force-russia-orbit-anti-satellites-testing= (7/29, McKay,
27.59M) reports on its website that the Space Force cautioned that Russia recently undertook at least two anti-
satellite weapon tests, although Russia’s Defense Ministry dismissed the allegation. Gen. John W, *Jay”
Raymond, Commander of US Space Command and US Space Force Chief of Space Operations, called the tests
“further evidence of Russia’s continuing efforts to develop and test space-based systems, and consistent with the
Kremlin’s published military doctrine to employ weapons that hold the US and allied space assets at risk.”

Senate Report: Evading US Sanctions, Putin-Linked Oligarchs Bought Art. The New York Times
<https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/arts/design/senate-report-art-market-russia-oligarchs-sanctions.html>
(7/29, Bowley, 18.61M) reports the US Senate’s Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations published a report
saying that companies linked to two Russian oligarchs, brother Arkady and Boris Rotenberg, “who are close to
President Vladimir P. Putin of Russia,” were able to bypass US sanctions and buy 518.4 million in high-value art
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by hiding behind an intermediary, who made the purchases. According to the report, “the financial transactions
were enabled by the secrecy and anonymity with which the art market operates and 1t called for tighter rules to
force greater transparency.” Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH) said in a statement, "It is shocking that US banking
regulations don’t currently apply to multimillion-dollar art transactions, and we cannot let that continue.”™

Additional coverage includes the Wall Street Journal <https:/www.wsj.com/articles’how-two-sanctioned-
russian-billionaire-brothers-bought-art-anyway-11596035186> (7/29, Crow, Subscription Publication, 7.57M).

Activity Suggests Ongoing Operations At North Korean Nuclear Complex.

38 North <https://www.38north.org/2020/07/yongbyon072820/= (7/29, Williams, Makowsky) reports activity
“throughout North Korea’s Yongbyon Nuclear Scientific Research Center goes beyond a caretaker status,”
according to satellite imagery, with details “suggest[ing] continued enrichment operations.” However, “there has
been no evidence to suggest either the 5 MWe Reactor or the Experimental Light Water Reactor (ELWR) have
been operating.”

Four Arrested In Hong Kong Under Security Law.

The Washington Post <https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2020/07/29/hong-kong-police-arrest-four-young-
people-under-beijings-new-security-law/= (7/29, O'Grady, 14.2M) reports that in “some of the most high-profile
detentions™ in Hong Kong since Beijing imposed “a controversial national security law late last month restricting
many of the city’s previous freedoms,” police arrested four people between the ages of 16 and 21 on suspicion of
inciting secession. They could face life sentences.

Former US Ambassador: Administration Has Been “Hypercritical Of China.” The Washington Free Beacon
<https://freebeacon.com/national-security/dem-max-baucus-attacks-china-critics-on-chinese-state-tv/> (7/29,
Beyrer, 78K) reports former Ambassador to China Max Baucus told Chinese state outlet CGTN during a July 15
interview that “the U.S. has been hypercritical of China ... sometimes without any proof.” He blamed the “toxic™
political environment and said that the November elections would need to pass before “meaningful” policy
decisions could be made.

China Targeting Expatriates Through US Civil Suits. The Wall Street Journal
<https://www.wsj.com/articles/china-corruption-president-xi-communist-party-fugitives-califorma-lawsuits-us-
courts-11596032112= (7/29, Viswanatha, O'Keeffe, Subscription Publication, 7.57M) reports China is, in
addition to strong arm tactics — such as imprisoning family — using civil suits in American courts to try to force
expatriates to return to the country and face corruption charges. Some US government officials are alarmed at
China using civil lawsuits to target political fugitives on matters normally handled through diplomatic and law-
enforcement channels. The Journal focuses on the case of Peng Xufeng, who says he 1s being targeted for not
testifying against Communist Party leader Xi Jinping’s rivals.

Americans Receiving Mysterious Packages Of Seeds From China. The CBS Evening News
<https://playvideo.bulletinintelligence.com/d8c9 1 ededbi94df49c49c2 447457 TaTpubid=ftbi= (7/29, story 9,
1:10, O'Donnell, 4.28M) reported on “mysterious packets of seeds that appear to come from China™ people in all
50 states received through the mail. “Officials are scrambling to figure out if 1t’s just a scam, or if they're
intended to be seeds of destruction.” CBS’ Janet Shamlian added, “State agriculture offices, flooded with calls,
are urging people not to plant them.” The USDA, which is testing the mystery seeds, “believes it may be part of
what’s called a brushing scam, where a seller sends unsolicited packages and posts fake reviews to boost sales.”™

Turkey Passes Law Imposing Government Control Over Social Media.
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The New York Times <https:/www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/world/europe/turkey-social-media-control. html>
(7/29, Santora, 18.61M) reports, “Turkish lawmakers passed legislation on Wednesday that would give the
government sweeping new powers to regulate social media content.” Under the bill, social media platforms with
over one million daily users — such as Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube must open offices in Turkey, which will
block or remove content at the direction of the government, as well as “store user data inside Turkey, raising
privacy concerns.” Those that don’t comply face “stiff penalties,” including being made “largely inaccessible™
due to slowed bandwidth. Critics cast the law as “part of a broader effort to control the flow of information in the
country and stifle dissent.”

WPost Blasts Azerbaijani President For Imprisoning Opposition.

In an editorial, the Washington Post <https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/global-opinions/azerbaijans-
president-aims-to-finish-off-the-political-opposition/2020/07/29/db4ca9 1 ¢-d0f0-1 1 ea-8¢55-

6bleTfaSe82ab story.html= (7/29, 14.2M) writes that Azerbaijani President [lham Aliyev “has blown a gasket,”
imprisoning his political opposition in a “tantrum...threatening to obliterate what remains of independent
political forces in Azerbaijan.” The Post concludes, “Aliyev’s use of the iron fist to destroy his critics is the
opposite of democracy and why everyone should worry about this intemperate tyrant.”

The Big Picture

Headlines From Today’s Front Pages.

Wall Street Journal:

Big Tech’s Power Comes Under Fire At Congressional Antitrust Hearing <https://www.wsj.com/articles/tech-
ceos-defend-operations-ahead-of-congressional-hearing-11596027626>

Fed Maintains Stimulus Commitment As Economic Outlook Dims <https://www.wsj.com/articles/fed-maintains-
stimulus-commitment-as-economic-outlook-dims-11596045601=

Trump Administration, Oregon Agree To Reduce Federal Agents In Portland
<https://'www.wsj.com/articles/trump-administration-oregon-reach-deal-for-drawdown-of-federal-agents-in-
portland-11596044448>

Boeing Plans Deeper Job, Production Cuts <https://www.ws].com/articles/boeing-plans-deeper-job-and-
production-cuts-11596024925

Covid Spoiled Your Plans? Get A Planner, Say Devotees <https://'www.wsj.com/articles/covid-spoiled-your-
plans-get-a-planner-say-devotees-11596034169=

China’s New Tool To Chase Down Fugitives: American Courts <https://'www.wsj.com/articles/china-corruption-
president-xi-communist-party-fugitives-california-lawsuits-us-courts-11596032112>

New York Times:

Lawmakers, United In Their Ire, Lash Out At Big Tech’s Leaders
<https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/technology/big-tech-hearing-apple-amazon-facebook-google. html=>
A Viral Epidemic Splintering Into Deadly Pieces <https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/health/coronavirus-
future-america.html>

Teachers Are Wary Of Returning To Class, And Online Instruction Too
<https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/us/teacher-union-school-reopening-coronavirus. html=

Federal Agencies Agree To Withdraw From Portland, With Conditions
<https://'www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/us/protests-portland-federal-withdrawal.html=
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An Extra 5600 A Week Kept Many Jobless Workers Afloat. Now What Will They Do?
<https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/business/economy/unemployment-benefits-coronavirus. html=
In Russia’s Far East, A New Face Of Resistance To Putin’s Reign
<https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/28/world/europe/russias-far-east-protests-putin.html=

Washington Post:

Trends Show Young Adults Exposing Elders To The Virus <http:/www.washingtonpost.com/health/young-
people-are-infecting-older-family-members-in-shared-homes/2020/07/28/b8cde® 1 0-cdOa-11ea-b0e3-
d55bda07d66a_story.html>

“Too Many™: US Toll Nears 150,000 <http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/covid-19s-toll-so-far-nearly-
150000-dead-americans/2020/07/29/7289520¢-d0de-11ea-8c55-61eTfaSe82ab_story.html>

Lawmakers Grill Tech Execs Over Market Might
<https://'www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2020/07/29/apple-google-facebook-amazon-congress-hearing/>
Pact Aimed At Lowering Tensions In Portland <http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/oregon-govermor-
federal-officials-announce-withdrawal-of-most-federal-agents-but-timelines-differ/2020/07/29/0e0d3aa2-d 1 d6-
1 1ea-9038-af089b63ac2] story.html=

Latinos Changed Ariz. Do Campaigns See Them? <https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/07/29/latinos-
transformed-arizona-do-campaigns-see-them/>

Financial Times:

Big Tech Bosses Told They Have “Too Much Power” <https://'www.ft.com/content/7¢291a12-b87c-42a6-bd35-
be961693c3e7T!FTCamp=engage/CAPl'email/Channel Bulletin//B2B=

US To Pull Almost 12,000 Troops Out Of Germany <https://'www.ft.com/content/8fed 72f8-1{12-4d4a-b8ce-
04485beb073¢?FTCamp=engage/CAPl/email/Channel Bulletin//B2B>

Kremlin Accused Of Losing Its Touch As Protests Put Putin On Back Foot

<https://www.ft.com/content/3 1¢38d95-23d1-4514-bad7-513b068eald9?
FTCamp=engage/CAPl/email/Channel Bulletin/B2B=

Kodak Shares Rise Nearly 1,500% On Covid Drug Loan Deal <https://www.ft.com/content/4{36¢c65¢-64e6-
4b14-871d-df71h95¢435¢?FTCamp=engage/CAPl/email/Channel Bulletin//B2B>

Washington Times:

Declining Coronavirus Case Fatality Rate In US Renews Questions On Merits Of Lockdown
<https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/jul/29/coronavirus-case-fatality-rate-us-declines-sparkin/>
Oregon Governor Blinks In Portland Protest Standoft With Feds
<https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/jul/29/kate-brown-blinks-portland-protest-deal-chad-wolf/=
Pentagon Advances Historic Reshuffling Of Forces In Europe, Redraws NATO’s Defense Lines
<https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/jul/29/us-military-plans-move-european-headquarters-germa/>
EPA Speeds Up Colorado Cleanup As Climate Change Takes Back Seat To Superfund
<https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/jul/29/andrew-wheeler-pushes-pueblo-colorado-smelter-supe/~
Trump Campaign Convinced Undercount, Hidden Support Skewing Polls
<https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/jul/29/trump-campaign-says-undercount-hidden-support-skew/=
Lawmakers Rips Big Tech CEOs Over Accusations Of Bias, Antitrust Violations
<https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/jul/29/david-cicilline-jim-jordan-rip-mark-zuckerberg-jef/=

Story Lineup From Last Night's Network News:

ABC: Coronavirus-Rising Cases; Trump-Hydroxychloroquine; Rep. Gohmert-Tests Positive; Biden-VP
Speculation; Trump-Putin; Arizona-Union Pacific Freighter Derailed; Minneapolis-Search for Man Who Incited
Violent Protests; NYC-Unmarked Car Arrest: East Coast-Shark Sightings: Severe Weather: John Lewis-Funeral:
Michigan-Woman’s Biscuit Recipe Goes Viral.

CBS: Coronavirus-Rising Cases; Rep. Gohmert-Tests Positive; Trump-Hydroxychloroquine; Trump-Putin;
Biden-Trump; NY C-Unmarked Car Arrest; Arizona-Union Pacific Freighter Derailed; Congress-Tech
Companies; USDA-China Seed Packets: John Lewis-Funeral; Severe Weather: Georgia-Inmates Hailed As
Heroes: Navy-First Black Female Fighter Pilot.

NBC: Coronavirus-Rising Cases; Rep. Gohmert-Tests Positive; Trump-Hydroxychlorogquine: Gohmert-Reaction;
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NYC-Unmarked Car Arrest; Congress-Tech Companies; John Lewis-Funeral; Arizona-Union Pacific Freighter
Derailed; Severe Weather; Biden-VP Speculation; Coronavirus-Hunger & Children; Michael Phelps-HBO
Documentary; NASA-Mars Mission.

MNetwork TV At A Glance:

Coronavirus — 13 minutes, 50 seconds

NY C-Unmarked Car Arrest — 4 minutes, 25 seconds

John Lewis-Funeral — 4 minutes, 0 seconds

Rep. Gohmert-Tests Positive — 3 minutes, 45 seconds
Trump-Hydroxychloroguine — 3 minutes, 00 seconds
Arizona-Union Pacific Freighter Derailed — 2 minutes, 15 seconds

Story Lineup From This Morning’s Radio News Broadcasts:

ABC: Coronavirus-Rising Cases; Trump-Texas Visit; Florida-Testing Sites Closing Due To Tropical Storm;
SCOTUS-RBG Hospitalized: New Orleans-Collapsed Hard Rock Hotel.

CBS: Powell-Economic Downturn; Mnuchin-Relief Bill; SCOTUS-RBG Hospitalized; Congress-Tech
Companies; Detroit-Federal Agents; USDA-China Seed Packets; Stocks.

FOX: Congress-Tech Companies: Rep. Gohmert-Tests Positive; Coronavirus-Rising Cases.

NPR: Congress-Tech Companies; Rep. Gohmert-Tests Positive; Coronavirus-Rising Cases; Cleveland-Federal
Agents; NYC-Unmarked Car Arrest; Stocks.

Washington's Schedule

Today’s Events In Washington.

White House:

* President Trump — Tours the American Red Cross National Headquarters: participates in a roundtable on
donating plasma

* Vice President Pence — Visits Pennsylvania for a bus tour, with agenda including touring Guy Chemical
Company and delivering remarks, “applauding the efforts of Pennsylvanians who have worked to slow the spread
of coronavirus (COVID-19) and safely reopen the state’; participates in ‘Cops for Trump event’ in Greensburg,

PA

US Senate:

* Senate Foreign Relations Committee Business Meeting — Senate Committee on Foreign Relations Business
Meeting

Location: Rm 106, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, DC; 8:30 AM

* Secretary of State Pompeo testifies to Senate Foreign Relations Committee on FY 21 budget — Hearing on
‘Review of the FY 2021 State Department Budget Request’, with testimony from Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo * Committee follows guidelines developed to protect the health of members, witnesses, staff, and the
public, including maintaining six-foot social distance spacing in the hearing room and not accommodating n-
person visitors

Location: Rm 106, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, DC: 8:45 AM
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* Senate Finance Committee second hearing on protecting the reliability of the medical supply chain during
coronavirus — Hearing on ‘Part 2: Protecting the Reliability of the U.S. Medical Supply Chain Durning the
COVID-19 Pandemic’, with testimony from Vizient Group Senior Vice President Cathy Denning; UC Health
Senior Vice President and Chief Supply Chain and Logistics Officer Rob Wiehe; International Safety Equipment

Association President Charles Johnson: and Amencan Nurses Association President Dr Emnest Grant
Location: Rm 215, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, DC: 9:30 AM

* Senate Armed Services Committee nominations hearing — Nominations hearing considers Anthony Tata to be
Under Secretary of Defense for Policy * Tata’s nomination has faced criticism over reports that he has previously
advocated conspiracy theories and made anti-Muslim comments on social media, including claiming that former
CIA Director John Brennan sent a coded Tweet ordering the assassination of President Donald Trump and saying
that former President Barack Obama was a Muslim

Location: Rm G50, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, DC; 9:30 AM

* Senate Judiciary Committee Executive Business Meeting — Executive Business Meeting, with agenda
including *S. 4212, Civil Justice for Vietims of COVID Act’, and nominations of David Dugan and Stephen
MeGlynn to be ULS. District Judges for the Southern District of [llinois; Hala Jarbou to be U.S. District Judge for
the Western District of Michigan; lain Johnston and Franklin Ulyses Valderrama to be U.S. District Judges for
the Northern District of [llinois: and Roderick Young to be U.S. District Judge for the Eastern District of Virginia

Location: Rm 325, Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, DC; 10:00 AM

* Senate Commerce subcommittee hearing on ‘The China Challenge’ — Security Subcommittee hearing on “The
China Challenge: Realignment of U.S. Economic Policies to Build Resiliency and Competitiveness”, with
testimony from Brookings Institution Chinese Strategy Initiative Director Dr Rush Doshi; U.S.-China Economic
and Security Review Commission Commissioner Michael Wessel; Under Secretary of State for Economic
Growth, Energy, and the Environment Keith Krach; and Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Industry and

Analysis Nazak Nikakhtar
Location: Rm 253, Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, DC: 10:00 AM

* USS Indianapolis crew honored with Congressional Gold Medal, virtually — Congressional Gold Medal
Ceremony honoring the crew of the USS Indianapolis — which earned 10 battle stars, including the Battle of Iwo
Jima and the Battle of Okinawa, before sinking and killing 879 of its 1,195 crewmen — with participants
including House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer, Republican Sen. Todd Young, bipartisan Reps. Andre Carson and Larry Bucshon, Indiana Governor
Eric Holcomb, and Secretary of the Navy Kenneth Braithwaite * Medal is the highest honor Congress can
bestow: 11:00 AM

US House:

* Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission hearing on religious freedom in China — Tom Lantos Human Rights
Commission hearing on ‘Religious Freedom in China: The Case of Bishop James Su Zhimin’, with U.S.
Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) Commissioner Nury Turkel, Religious Freedom
Institute President Tom Farr, and Hudson Institute Center for Religious Freedom Director Nina Shea (remotely)
discussing the religious freedom implications for China of the case of Bishop Su — the Catholic bishop of
Baoding, who has been under arrest for the past 17 years

Location: Rm 2172, Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, DC: 9:00 AM

* House Committee on Veterans” Affairs markup hearing
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Location: HVC-210, U.S. Capitol Visitor Center, Washington, DC; 10:00 AM

* House meets for legislative business — House of Representatives meets for legislative business, with agenda for
the week including completion of consideration of *“H.R. 7027 — Child Care Is Essential Act” and "H.R. 7327 —
Child Care for Economic Recovery Act’, consideration of "H.R. 7617 — Defense, Commerce, Justice, Science,
Energy and Water Development, Financial Services and General Government, Homeland Security, Labor, Health
and Human Services, Education, Transportation, Housing, and Urban Development Appropriations Act, 20217,
and consideration of "H.R. 4686 — Sami’s Law’, as amended, and "H.R. 7575 — Water Resources Development
Act of 20207, as amended, under suspension of the rules

Location: U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC; 10:00 AM

* USS Indianapolis crew honored with Congressional Gold Medal, virtually — Congressional Gold Medal
Ceremony honoring the crew of the USS Indianapolis — which earned 10 battle stars, including the Battle of Iwo
Jima and the Battle of Okinawa, before sinking and killing 879 of its 1,195 crewmen — with participants
including House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer, Republican Sen. Todd Young, bipartisan Reps. Andre Carson and Larry Bucshon, Indiana Governor
Eric Holcomb, and Secretary of the Navy Kenneth Braithwaite * Medal is the highest honor Congress can
bestow: 11:00 AM

* House Financial Services Committee hybrid hearing on the CFPB during coronavirus — Hybrid hearing on
‘Protecting Consumers During the Pandemic? An Examination of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau’,
with testimony from CFPB Director Kathleen Kraninger, held virtually via WebEx and in-person in Rm 2128,
Rayburn House Office Building: 12:30 PM

* House Armed Services subcommuittee hearing on Cyberspace Solarium Commission recommendations —
Intelligence and Emerging Threats and Capabilities Subcommittee hearing on *Review of the Recommendations
of the Cyberspace Solarium Commission’, with testimony from Commission Chairmen Independent Sen. Angus
King and Republican Rep. Mike Gallagher, and Commissioners Patrick Murphy and Frank Ciffullo * Held
virtually via WebEx and in-person in Rm 2118, Rayburn House Office Building: 1:00 PM

* House Foreign Affairs subcommittee hearing on coronavirus response in Africa — Africa, Global Health,
Global Human Rights and International Organizations Subcommittee hearing on ‘Update on the COVID-19
Pandemic Response in Africa’, with testimony from Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs Tibor Nagy
Jr.; and USAID Acting Assistant Adminmistrator for Africa Christopher Maloney * Held virtually via Cisco
WebEx and in-person in Rm 2172, Rayburn House Office Building; 1:00 PM

Cabinet Officers:

* Secretary of State Pompeo testifies to Senate Foreign Relations Committee on FY 21 budget — Hearing on
‘Review of the FY 2021 State Department Budget Request’, with testimony from Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo * Committee follows guidelines developed to protect the health of members, witnesses, staff, and the
public, including maintaining six-foot social distance spacing in the hearing room and not accommodating n-
person visitors

Location: Rm 106, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, DC; 8:45 AM

* Transportation Secretary Chao leads virtual event celebrating the 1990 passage of the Americans with
Disabilities Act — Secretary of Transportation Elaine Chao leads ‘Breaking Down Barriers’ — a virtual
Department of Transportation event celebrating the passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in
1990. She and other leaders from across govt to ‘acknowledge the accomplishments in transportation that have
resulted from this landmark civil rights legislation” and discuss ‘actions that can help ensure an accessible
transportation future for all Americans’; 2:00 PM

Visitors:
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* Mo visitors scheduled

This Town:

* Annual Congressional Clean Energy Expo and Policy Forum held online — 23rd Annual Congressional
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency EXPO and Policy Forum, hosted by Environmental and Energy Study
Institute in cooperation with members of the House Renewable Energy & Energy Efficiency Caucus, bringing
together businesses, trade associations, and govt agencies to showcase renewable energy and energy efficiency
technologies. Includes prerecorded remarks from Republican Sens. Susan Collins and Mike Crapo and
Democratic Sens. Chris Van Hollen, Jack Reed and Rep. Dave Loebsack, with other speakers including
American Public Power Association President and CEO Joy Ditto, National Association of Energy Service
Companies Executive Director Timothy Unruh, American Association of Blacks in Energy President and CEO
Paula Glober, Solar Energy Industries Association President and CEO Abby Ross Hopper and Energy Storage
Association President and CEO Kelly Speakes-Backman; 10:00 AM

* National Whistleblower Day celebration — National Whistleblower Day celebration, with this year’s event held
as an interactive virtual conference. Speakers include keynote Republican Sen. Chuck Grassley: 12:00 PM

* Summit for Civil Rights — Summit for Civil Rights, hosted online by The Workers™ Rights Institute at
Georgetown University Law School and the University of Minnesota Law School in Minneapolis, with Building
One America. Speakers include Democratic Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison,
Rockefeller Foundation President Rajiv Shah, Spencer Foundation President Na'ilah Suad Nasir, Ford
Foundation President Darren Walker, AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka, American Postal Workers Union
Secretary-Treasurer Elizabeth Powell, Communications Workers of America President Christopher Shelton; 1:00
PM

* GOP Rep. Greg Walden speaks at launch of BPC Energy Project Farm and Forest Carbon Solutions Initiative —
‘Building a Bipartisan Agenda for Farm and Forest Carbon Solutions’ Bipartisan Policy Center online
discussion, to launch the BPC Energy Project Farm and Forest Carbon Solutions Initiative and release their new
policy options synthesis report. Includes keynote from Republican Rep. Greg Walden, with other speakers
including BPC Farm and Forest Initiative Director Robert Bonnie, California Secretary of Agriculture Karen
Ross, and National Alliance of Forest Owners President and CEO Dave Tenny; 2:00 PM

* Health Affairs online briefing on *NQF and 20 Years of Quality’ — Health Affairs hosts *The Care We Need:
NQF and 20 Years of Quality” online briefing, discussing 20 years of the National Quality Forum; a new report
from the National Quality Task Force, *They Care We Need: Driving Better Health Outcomes for People and
Communities’; and its recommendations for improving the health and safety of all Americans. Speakers include
National Quality Forum President and CEO Shantanu Agrawal; Deputy Under Secretary of Veterans Affairs for
Discovery, Education and Affiliate Networks Carolyn Clancy; NQF founding President and CEO Kenneth Kizer;
Georgetown University Practice of Health Care Visiting Distinguished Professor Mary Wakefield; and Health
Affairs Editor-in-Chief Alan Weil; 2:00 PM

* EPA presidential environmental awards winners honored — Environmental Protection Agency honor 2020
Presidential Environmental Youth Awards and Presidential Innovation Awards for Environmental Educators
winners, who present their work in a poster session. Former recognizes outstanding environmental stewardship
projects from kindergarten to 12th grade, while latter recognizes outstanding K-12 grade educators * Winners
will be invited to Washington, DC, in mid-2020 to be honored by the agency and present their work in a poster
session

Location: Washington, DC
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