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WASHINGTON SCHEDULE 

IN THE NEWS 

FBI Broke Rules in Scouring Foreign Intelligence on Jan. 6 Riot, Racial Justice Protests, Court Says 
The Associated Press (05/19, Tucker) reported that FBI officials were found to have repeatedly violated their own 
standards when searching a database of foreign intelligence for information related to the January 6, 2021, Capitol 
insurrection and racial justice protests in 2020, according to a recently released court order. According to the 
article, the violations, which also included improper searches of campaign donors, occurred prior to corrective 
measures implemented in 2021, potentially complicating the FBI and DOJ's efforts to gain congressional 
reauthorization for Section 702, a warrantless surveillance program. "Today's disclosures underscore the need for 
Congress to rein in the FBI's egregious abuses of this law, including warrantless searches using the names of people 
who donated to a congressional candidate," said Patrick Toomey, deputy director of the ACLU's National Security 
Project. "These unlawful searches undermine our core constitutional rights and threaten the bedrock of our 
democracy. It's clear the FBI can't be left to police itself." The article noted that the violations were detailed in a 
secret court order issued by the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court, highlighting the need for congressional 
oversight and reforms to prevent such abuses. Additionally, senior FBI officials, speaking Friday on condition of 
anonymity to reporters, attributed the majority of the violations to confusion among the workforce and a lack of 
common understanding about the querying standards. They said the bureau has made significant changes since 
then, including mandating training and overhauling its computer system so that FBI officials must now enter a 
justification for the search in their own words than relying on a drop-down menu with pre-populated choices. The 
article added that the FBI said an internal audit of a representative sample of searches showed an increased 
compliance rate from 82% before the reforms were implemented to 96% afterward. Al Jazeera (05/19, Staff 
Writer), Washington Examiner (05/19, Dunleavy), Washington Post (05/19, Barrett), CBS News (05/19, Gazis), Fox 
News (05/19, Singman, Spunt, Gibson, Mears), Reuters (05/19, Siddiqui), CNN (05/19, Lyngaas, Cohen), New York 
Times (05/19, Savage), Politico (05/19, Miller), The Hill (05/19, Gans) and the Wall Street Journal (05/19, Volz, Tau) 
also reported on the story. 

U.S. Police Officer Charged For Allegedly Aiding Proud Boys 
The New York Times (05/19, Feuer, Montague) reported that federal prosecutors have charged Lt. Shane Lamond, a 
veteran police officer in Washington, with obstructing justice by leaking law enforcement information to Enrique 
Tarrio, the former leader of the Proud Boys. According to the article, prosecutors allege that Lamond informed 
Tarrio that he would not face hate crime charges after Proud Boys members burned a Black Lives Matter banner at 
a Black church in Washington in December 2020. The article noted that Lamond, who worked as an intelligence 
expert for the Metropolitan Police Department, was suspended as an investigation into his ties to Tarrio 
progressed. The article also noted that the indictment reveals close communication between the two individuals, 
with Lamond providing sensitive law enforcement information to Tarrio, including details about movements and 
plans of the Proud Boys and anti-Trump protesters in Washington. Axios (05/19, Knutson), Washington Post (05/19, 
Hsu, Hermann, Jackmann), Forbes (05/19, Roush), The Daily Beast (05/19, Uebelacker), Politico (05/19, Cheney), 
Independent (05/19, Baio), ABC News (05/19, Mallin, Owen), The Guardian (05/19, Staff Writer), NBC News (05/19, 
Reilly), Al Jazeera (05/19, Staff Writer), BBC News (05/19, Wendling), Associated Press (05/19, Kunzelman, 
Whitehurst, Richer), Business Insider (05/19, Goodwin), CNN (05/19, Sneed), NBC News (05/19, Reilly), and the 
Wall Street Journal (05/19, Barber) also reported on the story. 

Debt Limit Talks Start, Stop As Republicans, White House Face 'Serious Differences' 
The Associated Press (05/20, Mascaro, Amiri, Miller) reported that debt limit talks between the White House and 
House Republicans regarding the U.S. borrowing limit have experienced multiple interruptions and have yet to 
reach a resolution. According to the article, President Joe Biden's administration is negotiating with Republicans led 
by House Speaker Kevin McCarthy to avoid a federal default, which could occur as early as June 1. The article noted 
that discussions have stalled over disagreements on spending cuts demanded by Republicans. The Wall Street 
Journal (05/20, Hughes, Harrison, Andrews) reported that a bill passed by the GOP-controlled House in April that 
Republicans see as the starting point in negotiations proposed raising the nation's $31.4 trillion borrowing limit in 
exchange for deep cuts in government spending. The bill would return the government's discretionary spending to 
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fiscal 2022 levels in fiscal 2024 and then cap annual spending growth at 1% over roughly a decade. The article 
noted that the White House has argued for weeks that rolling back spending to 2022 levels would require cuts as 
deep as 30% to many government programs if spending on the military and veterans is protected, as GOP 
lawmakers have promised. BBC News (05/20, Cabral), CNN (05/21, Zanona, Talbot, Dean, Liptak) New York Times 
(05/19, Edmondson), CNBC (05/20, Fima, Belvedere), Politico (05/20, Everett, Ferris), The Intercept (05/20, 
Schwarz), Bloomberg (05/20, Harris), and ABC News (05/20, Video) also reported on the story. 

Former Trump Lawyer Describes Conflict Inside Legal Team 
The New York Times (05/20, Feuer, Haberman) reported that a public conflict has erupted within former President 
Donald Trump's legal team, as one of his former lawyers, Timothy Parlatore, went on CNN to criticize another 
lawyer on the team, Boris Epshteyn. According to the article, Parlatore revealed that irreconcilable differences with 
Epshteyn led to his departure from representing Trump in the special counsel's investigations into Trump's handling 
of classified documents and efforts to overturn the 2020 election. The article noted that Parlatore accused 
Epshteyn of hindering the legal team's access to information and undermining their efforts to defend Trump, 
specifically mentioning Epshteyn's attempt to prevent additional searches of Trump's properties after the FBI found 
classified documents during a search of Mar-a-Lago. CNN (05/20, Iyer), Business Insider (05/20, Lee), Newsweek 
(05/21, Rahman), Associated Press (05/21, Tucker), Politico (05/20, Cohen), ABC News (05/20, Kim, Faulders), The 
Daily Beast (05/20, Ramirez), The Hill (05/20, Shapero), and Independent (05/20, Bowden) also reported on the 
story. 

Comer Presses FBI Over Alleged Informant File Claiming Biden Accepted Bribes While VP 
An article by the Washington Examiner (05/20, Mondeaux) focused on House Oversight Chairman James Comer's 
request for access to an FBI form that allegedly details a criminal scheme involving then-Vice President Joe Biden. 
According to the article, Comer accused the FBI, under the leadership of Director Wray, of interfering with the 
committee's investigation by failing to produce key documents related to Biden's conduct. The article noted that 
the FBI has not complied with a subpoena issued by Comer and failed to provide access to the FD-1023 form, 
prompting concerns about the agency's transparency and cooperation with congressional oversight. The Daily 
Mail (05/20, Laco), The Epoch Times (05/21, Li), and the New York Post (05/19, Nelson) also reported on the story. 

McCarthy Believes FBI Will Release Informant File Alleging Biden Took Bribes as VP 
The New York Post (05/21, Griffin) reported that House Speaker Kevin McCarthy expressed confidence that Director 
Wray would hand over an informant file that reportedly alleged President Biden's involvement in a "criminal" pay-
to-play scheme with foreign countries during his vice presidency. According to the article, McCarthy stated that 
Congress had the right to oversee the FBI and requested the document. The article added that the FBI initially 
refused to supply the file, citing source protection concerns and claiming that some information was already public, 
but McCarthy believed progress had been made in convincing Director Wray to provide the document. The Daily 
Mail (05/20, Hammer) and the Daily Wire (05/20, Chaitin) also reported on the story. 

Back to Top 

COUNTERTERRORISM 

As Shooting Trial Nears, Pittsburgh Grapples With Antisemitism 
The Washington Post (05/20, Nakamura) reported that the Tree of Life synagogue, site of the deadliest antisemitic 
attack in U.S. history, is due for renovations after 414 years of sifting empty. According to the article, the 
synagogue's transformation comes as the federal trial of the accused gunman, Robert D. Bowers, is set to begin. 
Bowers faces 63 hate crime and gun-related charges, potentially leading to a death sentence if convicted. The 
article noted that hate crimes in the U.S. have escalated to the highest level in over three decades in 2021, as 
reported by the FBI. Amidst the emotions stirred up by the forthcoming trial, Jewish organizations have heightened 
security measures at their facilities. A few months ago, the FBI's Pittsburgh field office invited Augie Siriano, a 
witness of the attack, to discuss his perspective and possibly testify in Bowers' trial. 

'Living in Fear': Arson Is the latest in a String of Attacks on Minnesota Mosques 
The New York Times (05/21, Fahy) reported that a suspect, Said Murekezi, was arrested on suspicion of arson 
following a fire at the Oromo American Tawhid Islamic Center in St. Paul, Minnesota, marking at least the fifth act 
of vandalism against mosques in the state this year. According to the FBI, hate crimes in the U.S. rose approximately 
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12% in 2021 compared to 2020, with nearly 10% of the 1,590 reported religion-related hate crimes being anti-
Islamic. The article noted that Jaylani Hussein, the executive director of the Minnesota chapter of the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations, stated that many mosques were struggling financially to prevent such attacks, 
emphasizing the vulnerability and fear within the Muslim community due to these recurring incidents. 

FBI Informant Encouraged To Have Sex In War On Terror 
An article by Gothamist (05/21, Robbins) focused on the case of FBI informant Craig Monteilh, who was involved in 
spying on a mosque in California. According to the article, Monteilh converted to Islam and monitored 
conversations by leaving recording devices in his keys. The article highlighted the controversial nature of the FBI's 
tactics, including encouraging informants to engage in sexual activities if it would enhance intelligence. The article 
also noted Monteilh's participation in an ACLU lawsuit against the FBI for what he views as pointless spying and 
entrapment. 

Opinion: Democrats Cook the FBI's Books on Domestic Terrorism 
An opinion piece by National Review (05/19, McCarthy) highlighted the alleged political narrative of congressional 
Democrats, suggesting that they aim to project white supremacists and Trump supporters as domestic terrorists 
and create the illusion of a significant national security threat. The article emphasized the whistleblowing 
testimonies of three FBI agents in a House Judiciary Committee hearing, where they detailed the politicization of 
the FBI, the inflation of terrorism cases, and the retaliation they faced for reporting the situation to Congress. The 
author argued that the objective of proposed legislation, such as the Domestic Terrorism Prevention Act, is to 
stigmatize policies opposed by progressives and manipulate the FBI's statistics to portray the country as under a 
white supremacist siege. 

Back to Top 

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE 

Guardsman, Pentagon Leak Suspect, To Remain Jailed As He Awaits Trial 
The Associated Press (05/19, Richer, Tucker) reported that Jack Teixeira, a Massachusetts Air National Guard 
member charged with leaking classified military documents, will remain in custody while awaiting trial, as ruled by 
a federal magistrate judge. According to the article, the judge cited Teixeira's fascination with guns, disturbing 
online statements, and admonitions from his military superiors about his handling of sensitive information as 
reasons for keeping him detained. The article added that Teixeira is accused of sharing classified documents on a 
social media platform, exposing secret assessments on Russia's war in Ukraine and other national security issues. 
Reuters (05/19, Mclaughlin) reported that superiors of Teixeira accused of leaking military secrets offered him 
intelligence-related training even after they admonished him twice for his handling of classified information, 
according to a memo disclosed this week by DOJ attorneys. Additional reporting on the story was provided by 
Reuters (05/19, Mclaughlin, Lynch), CBS News (05/19, Watson), ABC News (05/19, Donato, Katersky, Deliso), New 
York Times (05/19, Napierkowski, Thrush), CNN (05/19, Britzky, Lyngaas, Cohen, Bertrand), BBC News (05/19, 
Debusmann Jr.), Wall Street Journal (05/19, Kamp, Tau), Washington Post (05/20, Lamothe), and CBS News (05/19, 
Video). 

U.S. Must Defend Its Pacific Territories Against Chinese Threat: Former NSC Director 
An article from The Epoch Times (05/20, Upadhayaya) highlighted the testimony of Alexander Gray, a former 
National Security Council director, during an oversight hearing on the defense of U.S. Pacific territories against 
Chinese influence. According to the article, Gray emphasized the need for the United States to prioritize the 
defense of territories such as Guam and American Samoa, which are vital in terms of sea lanes and host critical 
military infrastructure. He recommended measures such as establishing an inter-agency policy process, creating a 
director-level position focused on the territories, and strengthening resources to counter China's malign activity, 
including potentially opening additional FBI field offices in the U.S. territories and possessions. "While PRC 
ambitions have received considerable media coverage and high-level official attention in places like the Solomon 
Islands and Papua New Guinea, there has been an alarming dearth of focus on Beijing's efforts to penetrate, 
influence, and subvert U.S. territories, for which our government is directly responsible," said Gray. "U.S.-specific 
territories have witnessed the full spectrum of PRC operations, but given their anomalous status within the U.S. 
government ... they fail to receive the attention and the resources to appropriately address the predations of the 
PRC." 
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China Seeks to Counter Musk's Starlink With Own Satellite Network 
The Wall Street Journal (05/21, Leong, Maidenberg) reported that China is intensifying efforts to develop a 
competitive satellite-powered internet network, mirroring the global success of Elon Musk's Starlink, especially 
following its effective use in Ukraine's defense against Russia. According to the article, China's satellite industry has 
grown with the entry of new state-owned and private companies, aiming to overcome launch capacity and 
technological challenges; Beijing Tianbing Technology, for instance, is developing rockets to launch up to 60 
satellites in a single mission. The article noted that some researchers anticipate China's constellations to pose a 
significant threat to the U.S.'s leading position in the global satellite market, potentially leveraging the Belt and 
Road Initiative for satellite broadband integration; this could influence countries relying on China's digital 
infrastructure to favor Chinese satellite internet over U.S. services. 

Opinion: China's Threat to Our National Security That Might Surprise You 
An opinion piece from Fox News (05/19, Hunt) emphasized the threat posed by the CCP and its affiliated 
organizations purchasing land in the United States, with significant national security implications. The article also 
highlighted instances of Chinese officials engaging in espionage and attempting to infiltrate industries such as 
medical research and oil and gas. The author called for strict regulations, transparency, and potential measures like 
adding the Department of Agriculture to the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States and reclaiming 
farmland purchased by CCP-affiliated groups to protect national security interests. 

Back to Top 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS 

Hunter Biden's Russian Associates Evade Another Round of U.S. Sanctions 
The New York Post (05/19, Nelson) reported that two Russian oligarchs who sought out property investments with 
first son Hunter Biden were again spared from another round of U.S. sanctions targeting Russia's economy. 
According to the article, billionaires Yelena Baturina and Vladimir Yevtushenkov dodged the Biden administration's 
latest list of Russian government officials and business people to face sanctions Friday — even though some of 
those included in this round seem to have similar credentials to the pair. The article noted that files from Hunter 
Biden's abandoned laptop indicate he met with Baturina and Yevtushenkov on multiple occasions, and a witness 
placed Baturina at an April 2015 D.C. dinner with then-Vice President Joe Biden that was also attended by Hunter's 
Ukrainian and Kazakhstani associates. The article noted that Hunter Biden is under federal criminal investigation for 
alleged tax fraud, unregistered foreign lobbying, money laundering, and lying about his drug use on a gun purchase 
form. 

Opinion: The Hunter Investigation Needs A Special Counsel 
The Washington Examiner (05/21, Staff Writer) published an opinion piece where the author stated that suspicion 
of a cover-up is justified following news that the entire IRS team investigating presidential son Hunter Biden may 
have been removed from the case at the Justice Department's behest. The author added that five years after 
federal authorities began investigating the younger Biden's business dealings, no charge has been filed despite 
what seems to be copious evidence of wrongdoing. At least two whistleblowers say they have evidence of a cover-
up. The author provided the opinion that the intelligence community's partisan actions to spike the story of Hunter 
Biden's embarrassing laptop contents indicates it is time for a special counsel. 

Former Trump Lawyer, Describes Conflict Inside Legal Team 
The New York Times (05/20, Feuer) reported that Timothy Parlatore, who withdrew this past week from 
representing the former president in the special counsel investigations, said he stepped aside over differences with 
a Trump adviser, Boris Epshteyn. According to the article, a conflict inside former President Donald J. Trump's legal 
team erupted into public view on Saturday as one of his former lawyers went on television to attack one of his 
current lawyers, who has been the focus of ire from others on the team. The article noted that the former lawyer, 
Timothy Parlatore, withdrew this past week from representing Mr. Trump in the special counsel's investigations into 
his handling of classified documents and his efforts to overturn the 2020 election. But Mr. Parlatore did not explain 
the reasons behind his departure at the time, saying only that it was not related to the merits of the inquiries. The 
article mentioned that on CNN on Saturday, Mr. Parlatore disclosed that his departure had been spurred by 
irreconcilable differences with Boris Epshteyn, another lawyer who has been working as something akin to an in-
house counsel for the former president, hiring lawyers and coordinating their efforts to defend Mr. Trump. The 
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article added that Mr. Parlatore described how Mr. Epshteyn had hindered him and other lawyers from getting 
information to Mr. Trump, leaving the former president's legal team at a disadvantage in dealing with the Justice 
Department, which is scrutinizing Mr. Trump's handling of classified documents after leaving office and his efforts 
to remain in office after losing the 2020 election. The article stated that Mr. Parlatore singled out Mr. Epshteyn as 
trying to keep the team from conducting additional searches of Mr. Trump's properties after the FBI executed a 
search warrant at Mar-a-Lago, Mr. Trump's private club and residence in Florida, and discovered more than 100 
additional classified documents. Fox News (05/20, Vacchiano), Politico (05/20, Cohen), Business Insider (05/20, 
Lee), Newsweek (05/20, Commander), an additional Newsweek (05/20, Khaled) article, a third Newsweek (05/19, 
Mordowanec) article, a fourth Newsweek (05/19, Mordowanec) article, and an additional Business Insider (05/21, 
Hagen) article, also reported on the former president's classified documents story. 

Continued Reporting: Former Marine Charged With Killing NYC Man Argues It 'Had Nothing To Do With 
Race' 
The Hill (05/20, Shapero) reported that the former Marine charged in the chokehold death of Jordan Neely on a 
New York subway earlier this month argued it "had nothing to do with race" in a recent interview. According to the 
article, Daniel Penny, a 24-year-old white man, placed Neely, a 30-year-old Black man, in a chokehold for nearly 15 
minutes, while he was reportedly experiencing a mental health episode. Neely was later pronounced dead at the 
hospital. The article noted that Penny was charged with second-degree manslaughter nearly two weeks after 
Neely's death, which a medical examiner determined was caused by compression of the neck. He was freed 
pending trial hours after turning himself in at a police station and appearing in court to answer criminal charges. 
The article added that Neely's death has sparked national outrage, as well as a swift political response. The New 
York Post (05/20, Kennedy) also reported on the story. 

Woman Arrested Almost 4 Years After Newborn Baby Is Found Alive in Plastic Bag Abandoned in Georgia 
Woods 
NBC News (05/20, Alsharif) reported that almost four years after a newborn baby was found abandoned in a plastic 
bag in a wooded area, deputies in Georgia have arrested the woman they say is the child's biological mother. 
According to the article, Karima Jiwani, 40, was charged with criminal attempt to commit murder, aggravated 
assault, reckless abandonment, cruelty to children in the first degree, and "other charges," according to the Forsyth 
County Sheriff's Office. The southeast Forsyth County woman was arrested by Deputy Terry Roper, who helped 
rescue the baby almost four years ago. The article noted that the FBI in Atlanta and the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigations assisted the Forsyth County Sheriff's Office in the investigation, which can now be taken to a grand 
jury by the District Attorney's office. 

Accused Killer Bryan Kohberger Allegedly 'Broke Into' Female Colleague's Home Months Before Idaho 
Murders 
The New York Post (05/20, Levine) reported that Bryan Kohberger, who has been accused of brutally 
murdering four University of Idaho students, allegedly broke into the apartment of a female colleague and moved 
items around as part of an elaborate ploy to manipulate her. According to the article, the 28-year-old 
Kohberger befriended the co-ed at Washington State University just months before the brutal November murders, 
Kohberger broke into the woman's apartment and jostled things around — but didn't take anything. The scheme 
worked, and the unnamed woman then asked him to install a video surveillance system, which authorities now 
believe he could have accessed remotely since he knew her Wi-Fi password. The article noted that Kohberger 
was indicted for the murders by a Grand Jury this week paving the way for a trial. He is expected to enter a plea 
next week. 

Arrest Made in Connection With the Murder of 20-Year-Old Texas Woman 
The New York Post (05/20, Donlevy) reported that the body of a missing 20-year-old Texas woman was found 
Saturday, 10 days after she vanished, police announced. The article stated that Mario Juan Chacon, 24, was booked 
on first-degree murder charges in connection to the death of Madeline Pantoja, according to Midland County 
Sheriff's records. Fox News (05/21, Mion) reported that the search for Pantoja had been operating "on a 24-hour 
basis" over the past week, Midland Police Chief Seth Herman said in a press conference Friday, with the FBI, the 
Texas Rangers, the Department of Homeland Security and the Midland County Sheriff's Office joining the 
investigation. CNN (05/21, Salahieh) also reported on the story. 

'Cold-Blooded' Philadelphia Hitman Sentenced For Six Murders 
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Fox News (05/19, Eberhart) reported that a hitman who terrorized Philadelphia for years, will serve five 
consecutive life sentences in federal prison for six murders between 2016 and 2018. According to the article, Ernest 
Pressley, 43, was paid to kill four people in Philadelphia between 2017 and 2018, involved in two murders in 2016 
and 2017, and attempted murder of a woman in 2018, according to federal prosecutors. The article mentioned 
that Philadelphia police and the FBI investigated Pressley after a Sept. 1, 2018, murder in an apartment complex 
after he had been with the victim and several other men in a nearby bar. He was arrested on Sept. 7, 2018. The 
article quoted Jacqueline Maguire, Special Agent in Charge of the FBI's Philadelphia Division, who said, "Ernest 
Pressley is a hardened and chronic offender, a true menace to society, for all the lives he took and families he 
affected, this contract killer has duly earned each of his life sentences. The FBI and Philadelphia Police Department 
will continue to focus our partnership and resources on locking up the worst of the worst, like Pressley, who cause 
so much of the city's bloodshed." 

Shanquella Robinson's Family Demands Biden Intervene In Her Death Investigation, Says FBI is 
Withholding Records 
The New York Post (05/19, Pagones) reported that the family of a U.S. tourist who died in Mexico last year under 
suspicious circumstances is demanding that President Biden and the State Department intervene in the death 
investigation. According to the article, Shanquella Robinson died while vacationing with friends in San Jose del 
Cabo, Mexico, in October 2022. Shortly afterward, videos emerged of her being viciously beaten by other members 
of her party. However, the FBI has declined to bring any charges in the case. The article quoted civil rights attorney 
Ben Crump, who said, We were hopeful that once the FBI got engaged, that they would respect this American 
citizen, this young black woman who, based on the video, did absolutely nothing to warrant such a savage beating," 
Fox News (05/19, Miller) also reported on the story. 

Wisconsin Man Charged With Hacking Sports Betting Accounts 
The Associated Press (05/19, Staff Writer) reported that a Wisconsin man has been charged in a plot to hack and 
steal from thousands of sports betting accounts, court documents show. According to the article, Joseph Garrison, 
18, and others allegedly stole roughly $600,000 from 1,600 accounts on an unnamed sports betting site. Garrison 
surrendered to authorities in New York on Thursday and faces six charges including unauthorized access to 
computers and wire fraud, the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Southern District of New York announced. The article 
stated that prosecutors alleged that Garrison and others used credential stuffing attacks, which entail using stolen 
usernames and passwords from previous data breaches to access accounts on other platforms. According to the 
criminal complaint against Garrison, hackers accessed roughly 60,000 accounts on the sports betting website. A 
DO1 press release quoted FBI Assistant Director in Charge Michael J. Driscoll, who said, 'As alleged, Garrison 
attained unauthorized access to victim accounts using a sophisticated cyber-breaching attack to steal hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. Cyber intrusions aiming to steal private individuals' funds represent a serious risk to our 
economic security. Combatting cyberattacks and holding the responsible threat actors accountable in the criminal 
justice system remains a top priority for the FBI." 

Las Vegas Resident Charged In $45 Million Metaverse Scam That Touted Trillion-Dollar Returns 
CNBC (05/19, Goswami) reported that federal prosecutors alleged Friday a Nevada man helped defraud 10,000 
investors out of more than $45 million by touting a fake metaverse project with its own crypto token that would 
one day be sold for trillions of dollars. According to the article, Bryan Lee, a 57-year-old Las Vegas resident, was 
named in a superseding indictment over his involvement in an alleged investment fraud scheme called CoinDeal. 
Lee was charged with conspiracy, mail fraud, wire fraud, and criminal monetary transactions. Indictments in the 
broader case date back to June of last year. The article added that Lee worked alongside three other individuals to 
convince investors CoinDeal was a legitimate family of businesses working toward developing virtual reality 
products, federal prosecutors alleged. Lee and his co-conspirators also said they were in talks with a potential 
"consortium of wealthy buyers," according to the indictment. A DOJ press release reported that the FBI Washington 
Field Office is investigating the case with significant assistance provided by the FBI Las Vegas and Omaha Field 
Offices. 

Members of California County Hells Angels Convicted In Federal Court 
CBS News (05/21, Staff Writer) reported that for a second time, a federal jury has found members of the Sonoma 
County charter of the Hells Angels guilty of racketeering conspiracy, murder conspiracy, and related crimes. The 
article noted that the trial was the second following the October 10, 2017, indictment from a federal grand jury. 
The indictment charged 11 members and associates of the HASC with being part of the criminal conspiracy that 
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engaged in a broad swath of criminal activity including murder. The article quoted FBI Special Agent in Charge 
Robert Tripp, who said, "The prosecution of a dozen members and associates of the Sonoma County Hells Angels 
brings an end to that fear and keeps our community safe, I commend the witnesses who did not succumb to this 
group's intimidation tactics and came forward to law enforcement." The Press Democrat (05/20, Atagi), and Law 
and Crime (05/20, Kandel) also reported on the story. 

Dad Killed, Two Teens Wounded After Grenade Explodes In Indiana Home 
The Huffington Post (05/21, Golgowski) reported that a man was reportedly killed and his two teenage children 
wounded after a hand grenade exploded inside their northwest Indiana home on Saturday. The family was going 
through a grandfather's belongings in Lakes of the Four Seasons when they found the explosive device and 
someone pulled out the pin, causing it to detonate. According to the article, the man, who was not immediately 
identified, was found unresponsive and later pronounced dead while his 17-year-old son and 18-year-old daughter 
were taken to a hospital with shrapnel wounds. A local bomb squad responded to the home to ensure no other 
explosive devices existed. The article noted that it is illegal under the National Firearms Act to possess a live 
grenade. The FBI has warned that these explosive devices, known as military ordnance, can remain intact for 
decades and then explode without notice. The article quoted Special Agent Patrick Carolan, a bomb technician with 
the FBI's St. Louis Field Office, who said, "Usually what happens is when a veteran passes away, and family 
members are cleaning out their items, usually in a basement, garage or attic, they'll come across something that 
they know or suspect is a military ordnance, they call their local police, and we work with the police department's 
bomb squad." The article stated that the FBI's St. Louis Field Office said it receives about a call per week regarding 
suspected military ordnance. The frequency of these calls has risen in recent years due to elderly veterans dying, it 
said. 

FBI, Tribe's Police Investigating Fatal Shooting of Tribal Member by U.S. Border Patrol Agents 
The Associated Press (05/21, Staff Writer) reported that the FBI and Tohono O'odham Nation police are 
investigating the fatal shooting of a tribal member by U.S. Border Patrol agents in southern Arizona. Customs and 
Border Protection officials said agents from the Ajo Border Patrol Station were involved in a fatal shooting on the 
Tohono O'odham reservation Thursday. They said the incident is under review by Customs and Border Protection's 
Office of Professional Responsibility. 

FBI Testing DNA After Woman Says She Was Child Who Disappeared in Chicago 20 Years Ago 
The Independent (05/20, Graziosi) reported that the FBI is investigating the claims of a woman in Texas who says 
she is Diamond Bradley - a young girl who disappeared from her Chicago home more than 20 years ago in what 
became one of the city's largest missing person cases. The article stated that the woman has reportedly submitted 
cheek swabs and fingerprints to the federal bureau to be tested for a DNA match. Fox News (05/20, Nerozzi) also 
reported on the story. 

Louisiana Man Jailed For Making Minors Bake, Sell Brownies Seven Days A Week 
Business Insider (05/20, Tabahriti) reported that a Dal official said forced labor was "heinous conduct" and would 
not be tolerated after a Louisiana man who made children bake and sell brownies seven days a week was 
sentenced. The article stated that Darnell Fulton, 39, of Pineville, Louisiana, used violence, sexual abuse, 
withholding of food, degradation, and intimidation to force multiple minors to work for him between June 2016 
and May 2019, the Dal said in a statement. He was jailed Friday for 35 years for crimes including conspiracy to 
commit forced labor. The article noted that the minors worked late into the night to bake the brownies. The 
following day they had to try to sell them at parking lots, restaurants, and offices. Fulton also regularly whipped the 
minors with a belt if he was not satisfied with their performance or failed to make enough sales, per the statement. 
He pleaded guilty on October 26 and was ordered to pay restitution of almost $980,000 to his victims. A DOJ press 
release quoted Special Agent in Charge Douglas A. Williams Jr. of the FBI New Orleans Field Office, who said, "Mr. 
Fulton's guilty plea and the sentencing today should be of great comfort to the victims of his depravity, we thank 
our partners, the Alexandria Police Department, United States Attorney's Office for the Western District of 
Louisiana and the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division for their assistance in this case. We will continue the 
work of rooting out those who seek to target minors for their own bizarre obsessions." 

Feds Dig Up Child Porn Secret In Man's Old Email Account 
The Detroit Free Press (05/20, Baldas) reported that for 15 years, Carl Drife hid a perverse secret in an old email 
account: pictures of a naked teenage girl. He was supposed to be her caretaker, court records show. But instead, he 
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was her predator — a man who would haunt her into adulthood. According to the article, in U.S. District Court 
Friday, Drife was sentenced to 18 years in prison after investigators discovered child pornographic images he had 
saved in an old email account. He had stashed them there for 15 years, including a video he had taken of a 13-year-
old girl while she was nude in the bathroom — though she never knew it. The article added that the FBI and federal 
prosecutors, investigators found more sexually exploitative images of children in Drife's old email accounts, some 
as young as 5. 

Back to Top 

CYBER DIVISION 

The Underground History of Russia's Most Ingenious Hacker Group 
An article by WIRED (05/20, Greenberg) highlighted the history and resilience of the Russian state-sponsored 
hacking group known as Turla. Recently, the FBI and the Dal announced the dismantling of Turla's operation, 
revealing its affiliation with Russia's FSB intelligence agency. The article noted that the FBI's action disrupted Turla's 
espionage campaigns, but experts believe the group will continue to evolve and return, as it had done over its 25-
year history. Bob Gourley, a former U.S. Defense Department intelligence officer, applauded the FBI's operation. 
But he also warned that killing some Snake infections is very different from defeating Russia's oldest cyberspying 
team. "This is an infinite game. If they're not already back in those systems, they will be soon; Gourley says. 
"They're not going away. This is not the end of cyberespionage history. They will definitely, definitely be back." 

Law Enforcement Is Fighting The Rise Of "InfoStealer" Malware 
Axios (05/19, Sabin) reported that law enforcement has been targeting criminal marketplaces like Genesis Market, 
which facilitate the sale of stolen passwords and infostealer malware used in ransomware attacks. According to the 
article, infostealer malware has become increasingly popular among cybercriminals as it provides a low-cost and 
reliable method of obtaining usable passwords and cookie information. The article noted that despite the recent 
takedown of Genesis by the DOJ, other marketplaces like Russian Market and 2easy continue to operate, raising 
concerns about the thriving infostealer malware ecosystem. 

Ethical Hacker Scams 60 Minutes Staffer to Show How Easy Digital Theft Is 
An article by CBS News (05/21, Chasan) highlighted various scams targeting individuals, particularly seniors, and 
their vulnerability to social engineering and online deception. The scams discussed include the use of AI-generated 
voices to mimic individuals, such as a 60 Minutes correspondent, as well as grandparent scams and tech support 
scams. The article emphasized the significant financial losses experienced by victims and the need for increased 
awareness and reporting of such fraudulent activities. Although the article does not specifically mention the FBI's 
involvement in addressing these scams, it concluded with a statement from the FBI encouraging reporting of elder 
fraud incidents to their website, ic3.gov. 

Back to Top 

LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES 

Opinion: Here's What We Can Do Now About Gun Violence 
An opinion piece by the New York Times (05/21, Witkin) stated that since assault weapons bans aren't coming back 
and AR-15-style rifles are here to stay, the most important thing we can do is modernize the background check 
system, around which there's a modicum of bipartisan consensus. The author noted that the FBI's National Instant 
Criminal Background Check System, known as NICS, stitches together three databases of state and federal criminal 
history records and other hot files. Before NICS was set up in 1993, gun checks were largely the province of the 
states; some continue to do their own reviews. The author mentioned that last year's Bipartisan Safer Communities 
Act provided new challenges and opportunities. The law expands the gun purchase prohibition for people 
convicted of domestic violence or subject to a restraining order to include dating partners, not just people married 
to or living with the victim. Reformers applauded this closing of the boyfriend loophole, but the worry is that many 
criminal history records don't clarify whether such relationships existed. The act included some federal cash to 
encourage states to address those considerable gaps. The author stated that closing NICS loopholes is a task within 
grasp and is more important than watching helplessly as the death toll continues to grow. 

New Bill Would Make Assaulting Law Enforcement Officers a Deportable Offense 
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The Washington Examiner (05/19, Blankley) reported that a new bill introduced in the U.S. Senate would make 
assaulting law enforcement officers and others a deportable offense. According to the article, U.S. Sen. Ted Budd, 
(R-NC), on Thursday introduced the Protect Our Law Enforcement with Immigration Control and Enforcement 
(POLICE) Act. The bill would amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to add a provision stating, "any alien who 
has been convicted of, who admits having committed, or who admits committing acts constituting the essential 
elements of, an offense involving the assault of a law enforcement officer is deportable." According to the article, 
the law would apply to those who assault law enforcement officers, firefighters, and first responders. 

Body Cameras Can Be a Powerful Tool. But Not All Police Forces Wear Them. 
The New York Times (05/19, Keenan) reported that police-worn body cameras have been more widely adopted in 
the wake of the fatal 2014 police shooting of Michael Brown, 18, in Ferguson, Mo. In some cases, police forces 
began using them as a result of federal civil rights investigations. Over the last decade, they have become an 
important tool both for police investigations and for efforts to hold law enforcement agencies accountable for 
misconduct. According to the article, the rapid adoption of body cameras, especially by departments in many of 
America's largest cities, has led to a greater expectation by the public that law enforcement actions will be caught 
on camera — and greater suspicion when they are not. Several city police chiefs recently pushed the Justice 
Department to allow the release of footage from cameras worn by local officers serving on federal task forces, 
saying the step was needed to fulfill public expectations of transparency. Still, the use of body cameras continues to 
vary widely, and only seven states have enacted requirements for them, according to the National Conference of 
State Legislatures. The article noted that some critics of the police say that body cameras have done little to curb 
misconduct. The article added that even experts who support the use of body cameras caution that the footage 
can sometimes be misleading or subject to varying interpretations. 

Back to Top 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

Peruvian Interpol Chief Reveals How loran Van Der Sloot Extradition Will Go Down 
Fox News (05/19, Sabes, Velasco) reported that an Interpol official says that Joran van der Sloot will be extradited 
from Peru by FBI agents in the first week of June. According to the article, Van der Sloot is the prime suspect in the 
2005 disappearance of Natalee Holloway during a Mountain Brook High School, Alabama, senior trip in Aruba. He's 
facing extortion and wire fraud charges after allegedly attempting to sell information regarding the whereabouts of 
Natalee Holloway's body to Beth Holloway. The article added that van der Sloot asked for a total of $250,000 -
$25,000 upfront for the information, with the rest of the money to be paid out when Natalee Holloway's remains 
were positively identified in Aruba, where she went missing. Prosecutors also allege that van der Sloot lied to Beth 
Holloway's lawyer, John Q. Kelly, about where her daughter's remains were located, leading him to an area where 
Natalee Holloway's body ultimately wasn't located. An additional Fox News (05/20, Sabes) article also reported on 
the story. 

Back to Top 

CAPITOL VIOLENCE NEWS 

The 'Beverly Hills Insurrectionist' And The Big Myth About Jan. 6 
Rolling Stone (05/21, Braslow) reported that Gina Bisignano, a participant in the January 6 Capitol riot, has faced 
lenient treatment and a more judicious legal process compared to standard federal criminal defendants, 
showcasing a contrast to the prevailing conservative counter-narrative of political persecution. According to the 
article, data reveals that Jan. 6 defendants have received lighter sentences and higher rates of pretrial release than 
other federal defendants. The article noted that Bisignano, who violated her pre-trial release agreement by 
attending rallies and sharing details of ongoing trials, has faced minimal consequences, with her guilty plea for 
felony obstruction of an official proceeding being allowed to be undone. 

Prosecutor Connected To Jan. 6 Probe Takes On Lawyer For Tech Companies In Mystery Appeals Court 
Fight 
Politico (05/20, Cheney, Gerstein, Swan) reported that a sealed appeals court argument took place between Ari 
Holtzblatt, a lawyer who primarily defends social media companies, and Justice Department trial attorney James 
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Pearce, who works closely with the special counsel investigating the January 6 Capitol riot. According to the article, 
the exact nature of the litigation is unclear, but it has been ongoing for months and is part of the special counsel's 
efforts to secure testimony and documents related to Donald Trump. The article noted that the case is marked by 
secrecy and has been treated with unusual speed by the appeals court, similar to other grand jury fights related to 
Trump. 

Texas Militia Member Sentenced To Nearly Five Years In Prison For Attacking Police During Capitol Riot 
The Associated Press (05/21, Kunzelman) reported that Donald Hazard, a member of the Texas militia group Patriot 
Boys of North Texas, has been sentenced to four years and nine months in prison for attacking police officers during 
the January 6 Capitol riot. According to the article, Hazard, described as "eager for violence," grabbed a Capitol 
police officer and pulled him down concrete steps, causing injuries. He was charged alongside Lucas Denney, the 
self-proclaimed president of the group, who was sentenced to four years and four months in prison. The article 
noted that over 1,000 people have been charged with federal crimes related to the riot. Approximately 500 of them 
have been sentenced, with more than half receiving terms of imprisonment ranging from seven days to over 14 
years. 

Back to Top 

OTHER FBI NEWS 

Graham on Durham's Trump-FBI Report: 'It Is Done and It's Damning' 
The Hill (05/21, Shapero) reported that Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) said on Sunday that special counsel John 
Durham's long-awaited report on the FBI investigation into former President Trump's ties to Russia is "damning." 
The article mentioned that Durham's report, which was released on Monday after a four-year 
investigation, concluded that the FBI didn't have sufficient information to open the probe into Trump's 2016 
campaign and its potential ties to Russia. The article noted that Graham criticized the FBI for failing to corroborate 
the Steele Dossier, which contained salacious allegations about Trump and his possible ties to Russia, and for using 
the dossier to secure a warrant to spy on then-Trump campaign advisor Carter Page. The Washington 
Examiner (05/21, King), and the Epoch Times (05/20, Cosgrove, Jekielek) also reported on the story. Opinion pieces 
provided by Fox News (05/21, Tolman), the Wall Street Journal (05/21, Editorial), and the Washington Post (05/19, 
Staff Writer) also commented on the Durham report. 

Pro-Life Activist Elise Ketch Speaks on FBI Agents Visiting Mom's House 
The Epoch Times (05/20, Ly, Philipp) reported that in a doorbell video that went viral online, on April 18, two FBI 
agents showed up at the Virginia home of Tracy Ketch, the mother of Elise Ketch. The agents told Tracy: "We just 
need to speak with Elise regarding some information sent to us." According to the article, Elise Ketch, 26, said in a 
recent interview that when her mother called her and informed her about the agents, she told her mother not to 
tell them anything and told the FBI agents to contact her attorney because she would not speak to them without 
one. The FBI hasn't tried to contact her since. The article mentioned that Ketch is a member of Progressive Anti-
Abortion Uprising (PAAU), a left-leaning pro-life activist group. She officially joined PAAU in December 2022 after a 
few months of volunteering with the group. The article added that Ketch said she suspects the FBI also wanted to 
intimidate her "because I associate with people like Lauren Handy, who are trying to bring back the rescue 
movement in the pro-life movement." Fox News (05/21, Video) also reported on the story. 

Congress May Use 'Power Of The Purse' To 'Limit' How FBI, DOJ Spend Money: Rep. Jim Jordan 
The Washington Examiner (05/21, King) reported that Rep. Jim Jordan (R-OH) re-upped his call for Congress to 
leverage its power of the purse against the FBI in the wake of the Durham report. According to the article, as 
Chairman of both the House Judiciary Committee and the subcommittee on Weaponization of the Federal 
Government, Jordan has long accused the bureau of targeting anti-abortion groups and conservative activists at 
school board meetings. He argued Congress can use appropriations as leverage to pressure the FBI into reform. The 
article quoted Jordan, who said, "We got to limit how they spend the money, maybe even limit them. Here's a great 
example. They want millions of dollars hundreds of millions of dollars in their construction budget for a new facility. 
No way. No way should we approve that," The article noted that the FBI is considering plans to relocate its 
headquarters, which is fixated in Washington, D.C., not far from Ford's Theatre. Fox News (05/20, Video), an 
additional Fox News (05/21, Staff Writer) article, and the National Review (05/21, Zymeri) also reported on the 
story. 
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Jim Jordan Suggests GOP May Target Hillary Clinton With New Investigation 
Newsweek (05/21, Stanton) reported that Representative Jim Jordan (R-OH), who chairs the House Judiciary 
Committee, suggested he could launch an investigation into former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton following the 
release of the Durham report. The article noted that special counsel John Durham released his report last Monday 
into the FBI's probe into whether or not former President Donald Trump's 2016 presidential campaign colluded 
with Russia. He ultimately concluded the FBI should not have investigated the Trump campaign, as the agency had 
no evidence of collusion prior to launching the Crossfire Hurricane probe. The report has set off a wave of 
celebrations from Republicans, who claim it exonerated the former president. The article stated that Jordan hinted 
that his committee could launch an investigation into the Clintons, adding that "nothing is off the table" because "it 
is critical the American people understand how their government, their agencies, have turned on them." The article 
mentioned that the Durham report accused the FBI of treating Clinton's presidential campaign differently than 
Trump's campaign. 

Navajo Leaders Seek Tribal Members Caught Up In Sober-Living Medicare Scam In Arizona 
The Associated Press (05/20, Snow) reported that Navajo leaders on Friday unveiled an operation to find and get 
needed services to hundreds of tribal members they predict will soon be on the streets of metro Phoenix amid 
a state crackdown on Medicaid fraud that affected as many as 7,000 Native Americans recruited to illegitimate 
sober living homes in recent years. According to the article, called Rainbow Bridge, the operation is in response to 
actions announced this week by the state of Arizona against more than 100 unlicensed and fraudulent sober living 
homes in the Phoenix metropolitan area. Navajo leaders said they will staff a Phoenix operations center to help 
Navajo tribal members displaced when sober living homes caught up in the fraud investigation are indicted or their 
Medicaid funding is cut off. The article noted that state officials believe the fake homes have defrauded Arizona out 
of hundreds of millions of its share of federal Medicaid dollars. Arizona Attorney General Kris Mayes said 
authorities have seized $75 million so far and have issued 45 indictments in the investigation that has also involved 
the FBI and the U.S. Attorney General's Office. 

Whistleblowers Slam FBI's 'Nefarious' Weaponization, Say Other Agents Are 'Too Afraid' Of Getting 
'Crushed' 
Fox News (05/20, Bailey) reported that whistleblowers accused the FBI of being weaponized for political gain — a 
bombshell allegation that "a lot" of agents share but conceal in fear of being "crushed" by the government, 
according to former special agent Garret O'Boyle. According to the article, Garret O'Boyle and Steve Friend alleged 
they were the victims of retaliation for expressing concern over alleged politicization and weaponization of the FBI. 
They testified Thursday before House Subcommittee on Federal Government Weaponization. The article 
mentioned that fellow whistleblower Steve Friend widened O'Boyle's claim, saying that he knows there are more 
people within the FBI who support their allegations. An additional Fox News (05/21, Singman) article, and the 
Epoch Times (05/21, Phillips) also reported on the story. 

Back to Top 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Russia Issues Retaliatory Arrest Warrant For International Criminal Court Prosecutor 
• NBC News: Russia Issues Retaliatory Arrest Warrant For International Criminal Court Prosecutor 
• Reuters: ICC Members 'Deeply Concerned' by Russia's Decision to Put Prosecutor on Wanted List 
• Associated Press: Russia Indicts Icc Prosecutor, Judge Who Issued War Crimes Warrant for Putin 
• Washington Examiner: Russia Scrutinized for Placing Hague Prosecutor on Wanted List After Putin ICC 

Warrant 
• The Hill: Russia Puts ICC Prosecutor on Wanted List Following Putin Warrant: Reports 

Warring Factions In Sudan Agree To Temporary Ceasefire, Say U.S.-Saudi Mediators 
• Associated Press: Warring Factions In Sudan Agree To Temporary Ceasefire, Say U.S.-Saudi Mediators 
• Reuters: Sudan Ceasefire Deal Raises Hopes for Relief in Khartoum 
• CNN: Leaders of Sudan's Warring Factions Agree to 7-Day Ceasefire, Us State Department Says 
• New York Times: Sudan's Warring Groups Agree to 7-Day Cease-Fire 
• Politico: Warring Factions in Sudan Agree to Temporary Ceasefire 
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G7 Ends With Ukraine In Focus As Zelenskyy Meets World Leaders, Russia Claims A Battlefield Victory 
• Associated Press: G7 Ends With Ukraine In Focus As Zelenskyy Meets World Leaders, Russia Claims A 

Battlefield Victory 
• BBC News: G7 Takes Stand Against China's "Economic Coercion" 
• Financial Times: Zelenskyy Seeks to Win Over Brazil and India at G7 Summit 
• Reuters: Biden Sees Shift in Ties With China 'Shortly' 
• Wall Street Journal: Biden Sees Potential Thaw With China After Tough G-7 Statement 

Obama, Colbert Among 500 Americans Banned From Going To Russia 
• Associated Press: Obama, Colbert Among 500 Americans Banned From Going To Russia 
• The Hill: Russia Bans Obama, Maddow, Colbert Over Sanctions 

Russia's Latest Sanctions On U.S. Officials Turn To Trump Enemies 
• New York Times: Russia's Latest Sanctions On U.S. Officials Turn To Trump Enemies 
• Fox News: Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger 'Honored' to Be Banned From Russia 

U.S. Imposes Sanctions On Hundreds of Targets In Fresh Russia Action 
• Reuters: U.S. Imposes Sanctions On Hundreds of Targets In Fresh Russia Action 
• Reuters: From Sunglasses to Milking Machines, U.S. Halts More Exports to Russia 
• Bloomberg: U.S. Imposes Sanctions on Some of Russia's Biggest Gold Miners 

Mexico Moving Migrants Away From Borders To Relieve Pressure 
• Associated Press: Mexico Moving Migrants Away From Borders To Relieve Pressure 

Lebanon Receives Interpol Notice For Its Central Bank Governor Who Was No-Show At Paris Questioning 
• Associated Press: Lebanon Receives Interpol Notice For Its Central Bank Governor Who Was No-Show At 

Paris Questioning 
• Reuters: Lebanon Receives Interpol Red Notice for C.Bank Governor - Minister 

Brazil Indicts Ex-Officials Over Amazon Murder of Journalist and Colleague 
• Washington Post: Brazil Indicts Ex-Officials Over Amazon Murder of Journalist and Colleague 
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OTHER WASHINGTON NEWS 

DOJ Wins Lawsuit To Dissolve JetBlue And American Airlines's Northeast Partnership 
• Associated Press: DOJ Wins Lawsuit To Dissolve JetBlue And American Airlines's Northeast Partnership 
• Politico: American Airlines, Jetblue Lose Dal Antitrust Challenge Against Partnership 
• Reuters: American and Jetblue Airlines Must End Alliance, U.S. Judge Rules 
• Washington Examiner: DOJ Wins Lawsuit to Dissolve Jetblue and American Airlines's Northeast Partnership 
• USA TODAY: American Airlines, Jetblue Must Abandon Partnership, Judge Rules 

Nebraska Lawmakers Pass 12-Week Abortion Ban, Restrictions On Gender-Affirming Care For Minors 
• Associated Press: Nebraska Lawmakers Pass 12-Week Abortion Ban, Restrictions On Gender-Affirming Care 

For Minors 
• New York Post: 6 Arrested After Protesters Hurl Tampons at Nebraska Lawmakers Before Passage of Abortion 

Ban 
• New York Times: Nebraska Votes to Restrict Abortion and Transgender Care for Minors 
• Wall Street Journal: Nebraska Passes Restrictions on Abortion, Gender-Affirming Care for Minors 
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• Washington Post: Nebraska Passes 12-Week Abortion, Gender-Affirming Care for Minors Ban 

COVID Emergency Orders Are Among 'Greatest Intrusions On Civil Liberties,' Justice Gorsuch Says 
• Associated Press: COVID Emergency Orders Are Among 'Greatest Intrusions On Civil Liberties,' Justice 

Gorsuch Says 
• CNN: Gorsuch Laments Covid-Era Restrictions as Supreme Court Removes Title 42 Case From Its Calendar 
• USA TODAY: Gorsuch Slams COVID 'Intrusions' as Supreme Court Dismisses Title 42 Migrant Policy Suit 
• Fox News: Justice Gorsuch Calls Out 'Intrusions' as Supreme Court Dismisses Title 42 Migrant Policy Suit 
• Business Insider: Supreme Court Justice Neil Gorsuch Calls COVID-19 Response "The Greatest Intrusion on 

Civil Liberties in Peacetime History" 

Georgia Prosecutor Signals August Timetable for Charges in Trump Inquiry 
• New York Times: Georgia Prosecutor Signals August Timetable for Charges in Trump Inquiry 

Small, Rural Communities Are Becoming Abortion Access Battlegrounds 
• NBC News: Small, Rural Communities Are Becoming Abortion Access Battlegrounds 

Many Transgender Health Bills Came From A Handful Of Far-Right Interest Groups, AP Finds 
• Associated Press: Many Transgender Health Bills Came From A Handful Of Far-Right Interest Groups, AP Finds 

Republicans Deploy New Playbook For Abortion Bans, Citing Political Backlash 
• Washington Post: Republicans Deploy New Playbook For Abortion Bans, Citing Political Backlash 

Using 'He/Him,"She/Her In Emails Got Two Dorm Directors Fired At Small New York Christian College 
• Associated Press: Using 'He/Him,"She/Her' In Emails Got Two Dorm Directors Fired At Small New York 

Christian College 
• New York Post: Christian NY University Reportedly Fires Two Employees for Using Pronouns in Email 

Signatures 
• New York Times: A University Fired Two Employees for Including Their Pronouns in Emails 

DeSantis Asks That Judge Be Disqualified From Disney's Free Speech Lawsuit 
• Associated Press: DeSantis Asks That Judge Be Disqualified From Disney's Free Speech Lawsuit 
• Reuters: Florida's DeSantis Seeks to Disqualify Judge in Disney Case 
• New York Post: Ron DeSantis Standing Ground on Disney Fight: 'Zero Chance' of Backing Down 

Will Biden's Hard-Hat Environmentalism Bridge The Divide On Clean Energy Future? 
• Associated Press: Will Biden's Hard-Hat Environmentalism Bridge The Divide On Clean Energy Future? 

The U.S. Left Them Behind. They Crossed a Jungle to Get Here Anyway. 
• New York Times: The U.S. Left Them Behind. They Crossed a Jungle to Get Here Anyway. 

The Real Impact Of Immigration On The U.S. 
• Newsweek: The Real Impact Of Immigration On The U.S. 

Democrats' Phalanx Around Biden Has an Eric Adams-Size Hole 
• New York Times: Democrats' Phalanx Around Biden Has an Eric Adams-Size Hole 

The Future of Telehealth After The COVID-19 Public Health Emergency 
• Scripps News: The Future of Telehealth After The COVID-19 Public Health Emergency 
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Democrats Fight To Expand A 'Broken And Illegitimate' Supreme Court 
• The Guardian: Democrats Fight To Expand A 'Broken And Illegitimate' Supreme Court 

Judge Orders Rudy Giuliani To Detail Finances In Election Defamation Suit 
• Politico: Judge Orders Rudy Giuliani To Detail Finances In Election Defamation Suit 
• Bloomberg: Giuliani Records Row in Election Suit a 'Murky Mess; Judge Says 

Uvalde Families Dig In For New Test of Gun Industry Protections 
• Associated Press: Uvalde Families Dig In For New Test of Gun Industry Protections 

Why Dianne Feinstein, Like Many Before Her, Refuses to Let Go 
• New York Times: Why Dianne Feinstein, Like Many Before Her, Refuses to Let Go 

Postal Thefts Jump. Employees Are Both Victims and Criminals. 
• Washington Post: Postal Thefts Jump. Employees Are Both Victims and Criminals. 

Massachusetts U.S. Attorney Rachael Rollins Formally Resigns In Wake Of Ethics Probes 
• Associated Press: Massachusetts U.S. Attorney Rachael Rollins Formally Resigns In Wake Of Ethics Probes 

Former OPM Employee Pleads Guilty To Steering Millions In Contracts To Family-Connected Firms 
• CNBC: Former OPM Employee Pleads Guilty To Steering Millions In Contracts To Family-Connected Firms 

Appeals Court Says Alabama Can't Execute Intellectually Disabled Inmate 
• CNN: Appeals Court Says Alabama Can't Execute Intellectually Disabled Inmate 
• Associated Press: Appeals Court Says Alabama Can't Execute Intellectually Disabled Inmate 

JPMorgan, Ex-Executive Spar In Court Over Responsibility For Epstein 
• Reuters: JPMorgan, Ex-Executive Spar In Court Over Responsibility For Epstein 
• Financial Times: Lawyers for Jes Staley Blast Jpmorgan's Absent' Claims Over Jeffrey Epstein Ties 

Back to Top 

BIG PICTURE 

New York limes 
• Start-Ups Bring Silicon Valley Ethos to a Lumbering Military-Industrial Complex 
• Biden Announces More Aid for Ukraine as Group of 7 Powers Meet in Japan 
• Rice. Half of Humanity Eats It. And Climate Change Is Wrecking It. 
• What Tim Scott's 2024 Campaign Could Mean for Black Republicans 
• Lies, Charges and Questions Remaining in the George Santos Scandal 

Wall Street Journal 
• Russian Forces Largely Control Bakhmu 
• JPMorgan Exhibits Its Dominance, Sets Sights Even Bigger 
• Epstein Seemed to Threaten Microsoft's Gates Over Affair 
• Bud Light Blundered In Response to Backlash 
• Want a Printed Airline Boarding Pass? Be Ready to Shell Out $25 
• Fraud Concerns Delay Pandemic Tax Break 

Washington Post 
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• Biden, GOP to Restart Debt Ceiling Negotiation 
• Zelensky Mourns Bakhmut Carnage 
• A Push to Encircle a War-Battered City 
• Around the World in 235 Days 
• Colleges Face Major Change as Humanities Fall, Tech Rises 
• Al's Potential for Mayhem Is Polarizing Silicon Valley 

Financial Times 
• Jay Powell Says Rates 'May Not Need to Rise as Much' Due to Bank Stress 
• Biden Urges Republicans to Ditch 'Extreme' Stance as Debt Talks Resume 
• U.S. Companies Pull Forward Bond Deals Amid Debt Ceiling Nerves 

ABC News 
• Ukrainian President Attends G-7 Summit in Japan; NAACP Issues Warning Ahead of Desantis Announcement; 

Florida Teen Overcomes Challenges to Become Valedictorian. 

CBS News 
• Zelenskyy Attends G7 Summit; Nonprofit Helps Migrant Children With Chess. 

NBC News 
• Biden and McCarthy Agree to Meet One-On-One as Nation Faces Potential Default; Biden Backs Plan to 

Provide F-16 Fighter Jets to Ukraine; Former NASA Astronaut Becomes First Woman to Command a Private 
Spaceflight. 

Fox News 
• Howard Kurtz on Durham Report Fallout: 'We Are in Parallel Universes'; Defaulting on Debt Is 'Completely 

Avoidable': Democrat Senator Jack Reed; Tim Scott, Ron Desantis 2024 Bids Create 'Wide Open Race' for 
GOP: Kevin Roberts. 

Back to Top 

WASHINGTON SCHEDULE 

White House 

President Biden 

• There were no new events in the President's schedule. 

Vice President Harris 

• No events scheduled. 

US Senate 

• No events scheduled. 

US House of Representatives 

• Business Meeting: H.R. 467 - HALT Fentanyl Act• S.J. Res. 11- Providing  for congressional disapproval under 
chapter 8 of title 5 United States Code of the rule submitted by the Environmental Protection Agency
relating  to Control of Air Pollution From New Motor Vehicles: Heavy-Duty Engine and Vehicle Standards"• 
H.l. Res. 45 - Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title S United States Code of the rule 
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submitted by the Department of Education relating  to "Waivers and Modifications of Fe — 4:00 PM — Host: 
Committee on Rules 

Cabinet Members 

• Secretary of State Blinken tours a clinic supported by PEPFAR funds in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea at 
11:30 AM. 

• Secretary Blinken holds a meet and greet with employees and families of U.S. Embassy Port Moresby in Port 
Moresby, Papua New Guinea at 12:15 PM. 

• Secretary Blinken visits a vendor fair with Academy for Women Entrepreneurs alumnae in Port Moresby, 
Papua New Guinea at 1:00 PM. 

• Secretary Blinken meets with young alumni of U.S. exchange programs in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea 
at 1:20 PM. 

• Secretary Blinken meets with New Zealand Prime Minister Chris Hipkins in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea 
at 1:40 PM. 

• Secretary Blinken meets with Papua New Guinean Prime Minister James Marape in Port Moresby, Papua 
New Guinea at 3:45 PM. 

• Secretary Blinken participates in a Defense Cooperation Agreement and Shiprider signing ceremony with 
Papua New Guinean Prime Minister James Marape in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea at 4:30 PM. 

• Secretary Blinken participates in the U.S.-Pacific Islands Forum meeting in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea 
at 5:00 PM. 

• Secretary Blinken participates in a Compact Review Agreement signing ceremony with Palau in Port 
Moresby, Papua New Guinea at 6:30 PM. 

• Secretary Blinken holds a joint press availability with Papua New Guinean Prime Minister James Marape and 
U.S.-Pacific Islands Forum Chair and Cook Islands Prime Minister Mark Brown in Port Moresby, Papua New 
Guinea at 7:15 PM. 

• Secretary Blinken attends a working dinner with U.S.-Pacific Islands Forum leaders in Port Moresby, Papua 
New Guinea at 8:10 PM. 

Visitors 

• No events scheduled. 

General Events 

• Brookings Institution: A discussion of the Office of Management and Budget's updated benefit-cost 
guidelines — Monday, May 22, 2023. Location: Brookings Institution, 2:00 PM. On Monday, May 22, the 
Brookings Institution Center on Regulation and Markets and the Niskanen Center will jointly host a 
conversation with Richard Revesz, administrator of the U.S. Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs 
(OIRA), Ted Gayer, president of the Niskanen Center, Zachary Liscow, chief economist of the U.S. Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB), and Connor Raso, senior associate general counsel at the Public Company 
Accounting Oversight Board. Sanjay Patnaik, director of the Center on Regulation and Markets, will provide 
welcoming remarks and Phil Wallach, senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute, will moderate the 
discussion on proposed updates to OMB Circulars A-4 and A-94, which guide government benefit-cost 
analysis. These updates aim to reflect new developments in scientific and economic understanding, given 
that the current circulars are several decades old, but some may have concerns about the impact of 
particular proposed changes. In any case, much of the impact will depend on public comment and 
subsequent implementation by OMB and agencies. The program will cover the key issues to be resolved 
through these processes. This event is a part of the series "Reimagining Modern-day Markets and 
Regulations" under the Center on Regulation and Markets. 
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• CSIS: Countering  AAPI Discrimination and its Intersections with U.S. Foreign Policy — Monday, May 22, 2023. 
Location: CSIS, 3:00 PM. Since the early history of the United States, America has been engaged in Asia and 
home to Asian Americans and Pacific Islander (AAPI) communities. The arc of the United States' history is 
filled with legacies of both rising opportunity for and deepening discrimination toward AAPI communities 
that often intersected with shifting tides in U.S. foreign policy toward Asia. As the United States emerges 
from the Covid-19 pandemic—and the spike in AAPI hate crimes that came with it—and adopts a more 
assertive foreign policy towards China, how can the U.S. foreign policy community further counter AAPI hate 
and discrimination? Please join CSIS to commemorate AAPI Heritage Month with a keynote address by 
Ambassador Katherine Tai, U.S. Trade Representative and Co-Chair of the White House Initiative on Asian 
Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders (WHIAANHPI), and a panel discussion exploring ways to 
counter AAPI hate and discrimination and its intersections with U.S. foreign policy in Asia. This event, hosted 
by the Center's Asia Program, Diversity and Leadership in International Affairs (DLIA) Project, and the staff-
led Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) Employee Resource Group (ERG), builds on an event held 
in 2021, "Countering Asian and Asian American Discrimination as a Dimension of Foreign Policy." 

• CATO Institute: Expanding  Access to Primary Care by Removing  Barriers to Assistant Physicians — Monday, 
May 22, 2023. Location: Online Event, 12:00 PM. The Association of American Medical Colleges projects a 
shortage of as many as 48,000 primary care physicians by 2034. Yet there are not enough residency positions 
for the number of medical school graduates. Missouri became the first state to address this problem by 
launching a new licensure category: assistant physician (AP). APs are essentially apprentice physicians. The 
reform lets graduates without a residency position provide primary care in clinics while enhancing their 
knowledge and skills. Six other states have passed similar laws: Arkansas, Kansas, Utah, Arizona, Louisiana, 
and Idaho. Please join Kevin D. Dayaratna, PhD, a senior research fellow at the Heritage Foundation's Center 
for Data Analysis; Keith J. Frederick, DO, a former Missouri legislator who spearheaded the country's first AP 
law; and Lyman Wostrel, MD, a primary care physician practicing under Missouri's AP law, to discuss this 
issue. Cato Institute senior fellow Jeffrey A. Singer, MD, will moderate the discussion. 

• AEI: The Power of Money: A Book Event — Monday, May 22, 2023. Location: AEI, 5:30 PM. In The Power of 
Money: How Governments and Banks Create Money and Help Us All Prosper (Matt Holt, 2023), Paul Sheard 
explains fiat money creation, linking the process to government debt and deficits. His belief in a symbiotic 
relationship between monetary and fiscal policy leads naturally to central bank quantitative easing 
operations when interest rates are close to zero. He offers interesting perspectives on financial crises and 
controversial topics such as CEO pay, wealth inequality, and the long-term viability of the euro, 
cryptocurrencies, and the international dominance of the US dollar. Join AEI for an interesting discussion of 
The Power of Money with Mr. Sheard, the Cato Institute's Arnold Kling, and AEI's Paul H. Kupiec. Mr. Sheard 
will sign copies of his new book during a wine and cheese reception. 

• Atlantic Council: A fireside chat with European Commissioner for Transport Adina Valean — Monday, May 22, 
2023. Location: Atlantic Council, 4:30 PM. Please join the Atlantic Council's Europe Center for a virtual 
conversation featuring European Commissioner for Transport Adina Wean. This event will take place over 
Zoom on Monday, May 22 from 4:30 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. ET. Europe's roads, rivers, trains, and ports have 
become a critical element in the European Union's (EU) support to Ukraine. One year ago, less than three 
months after Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine, the EU launched the EU-Ukraine Solidarity Lanes to 
provide an avenue for the export of Ukrainian grain and import of aid to the people of Ukraine. Since then, 
Solidarity Lanes have become a critical artery of Ukraine's resilience in the face of Russia's invasion. They 
demonstrate the value of reinforced connectivity in the European transport infrastructure and also support 
the EU's actions to make the European transport system smart, sustainable, and resilient in line with EU's 
climate and digital ambitions. 

• Wilson Center: Wilson China Fellowship Conference 2023 — Monday, May 22, 2023. Location: Wilson Center, 
9:00 AM. U.S.-China competition increasingly dominates the foreign policy conversation. Tensions in the 
Taiwan Strait, decoupling in strategic technological sectors, and a growing struggle for influence in regions 
across the world signal a 21st century that will be defined in large part by U.S.-China competition. Yet, as 
President Joseph Biden has said, "We seek competition with China, not conflict." Both countries depend 
upon the other economically despite concerns about dependence, and neither can address climate change 
alone. How can the United States compete with China while cooperating on issues of mutual interest? What 
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role will emerging technologies and a rising Global South play in U.S.-China relations? Is this a "cold war" or 
something else entirely? The Wilson China Fellowship supports a rising generation of American scholars 
dedicated to exploring every facet of U.S.-China relations and the rise of China. Please join us on May 22nd 
at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars as our 2022-23 Wilson China Fellows present their 
projects and discuss key policy issues with program alumni and other esteemed experts for our third annual 
Wilson China Fellowship Conference. 

• Wilson Center: The Other Great Game: The Opening  of Korea and the Birth of Modern East Asia — Monday, 
May 22, 2023. Location: Online Event, 4:00 PM. Like the Great Game struggles between Russia and Britain 
over India that existed for most of the 19th century, the "other" Great Game in East Asia over control of the 
Korean peninsula also gave rise to lasting rivalry and bloodshed among the regional powers at the turn of 
the twentieth century. Using her latest book, The Other Great Game: The Opening of Korea and the Birth of 
Modern East Asia (The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2023), Sheila Miyoshi Jager will illuminate 
some key aspects of this struggle to show how these earlier conflicts and rivalries set the course for the 
future of East Asia and the larger global order. 

• Hudson Institute: Running  Out of Space: The Future of Space Traffic Management — Monday, May 22, 2023. 
Location: Online Event, 10:00 AM. FCC Commissioner Nathan Simington will discuss his vision for American 
leadership in the space economy and the role that regulation can play in promoting an innovative and 
dynamic marketplace for space services. Commissioner Simington will then join former FCC Commissioner 
Harold Furchtgott-Roth and a panel of leading experts in space technology and safety to discuss best 
practices in space sustainability and space traffic management. 

• Hudson Institute: Prosperity at Risk: The Quantum Computer Threat to the US Financial System — Monday, 
May 22, 2023. Location: Online Event, 12:00 PM. Cybersecurity experts and technology policy officials, 
including those in the White House, are realizing that quantum computers will pose a significant threat to 
existing public encryption systems and that they need to act now to make America's key infrastructure 
quantum ready and secure. Join Hudson Senior Fellow and Director of the Quantum Alliance Initiative (QAI) 
Arthur Herman and QAI Associate Director Alex Butler as they discuss their most recent report. This 
publication details the potential consequences of a future quantum computer attack on the Federal Reserve, 
specifically the Fedwire Funds Service, which facilitates large-scale interbank transactions. Mises Institute 
Senior Fellow and former Deputy Director of the Treasury Department's Office of Financial Research Alex 
Pollock, and John Prisco, CEO and founder of Quantum Safe Inc., will discuss the implications of the report 
for the future of our financial system. 

Email Public Affairs to subscribe to the Daily News Briefing. Mobile version and archive available here. 
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