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Task force rewrltlngm "

sex offender reglstry

JUDI SHIMEL

ST. THOMAS — Officials' from
law enforcement are working to
upgrade the way they keep track of
sex offenders in the Virgin Islands.
The territory has until July to com-

ply with federal rules ﬁstahﬁshed
back in 2006.

F. F‘razer ha.sbe:enmeeﬂngregu

" Local members-of the SORNA

- Task Force recently completed &

seminar on meeting the require-

ments of-the Sex Offender Regis- "

. tration Notification Act. Al ULS.
' states and territories are required

to enact the requirements spelled
out in the act by July.

The notification act creates a uni- -
fied standard for apprehending,

tracking and monitoring registered

sex offenders. There are currently
60 sex offenders reglstera:l in the
. territory.

The two-day comp!ianoe semi
nar, led by Attorney General Vin-

cent Frazer, was held last week at |

the Wyndham Sugar Bay Resort.
Much of the work dorie at the sem-

marwasrﬂwr!tmgthelncalsex.

offender law.

SORNA task t"nr&e members =

include represéntatives from the

Office of the Governor, the Virgin -

Islands Police Department, the U.S.

Attorney's Office, the U.S. Marshal

Service, the Bureau of Corrections,
the VI Department of Health, VI
Department of Human Services,

the Superior Court, the Office of -

Probation and Parole and the Sex-

“Since July of 2009, the Virgin
Islands SORNA Task Force, spear-
headed by Attorney General Vincent

larly and working diligently to devel- .
op the appropriate language to - -

amend the territory’s existing Sex

‘Offender Registration Statute to
_ medSGRHArﬂ;uiremtshy the

imposed deadlirie,” said V1 Depart-

ment of Juat:ce spﬂkﬂspﬂrsﬂn .

Sarah Lezama.

‘Under the ne'l.'l;rmles nﬂ‘erldem Pt
wl]lbec}asslﬂedammﬂugtﬂﬂm ;

severity of their erimes. The harsh-
er the offense; the longer the offend-

er will be subject to scrutiny. Those

who commit the most severe crimes

will be moriitored for life. Otherswill .
-beasslgncdtotzrmsnflﬁﬂlozﬁ

years.

ﬂrst—degree rape,; .

Iftenﬁmxalﬂfﬁcla]sdmnntmet A
mEmedeadhmfe:ammmdmgﬂm Y
rules, they risk losirig.up to 10 =
percent of federal funding for crim- -
inal]ustscemd publlc safgrtgpm E

gmms.: W ya !

the sex offender law the changes

‘will be sent for review to Govern- -
ment House and the: U.S. Justice -
Department. Members of the 29th -
'chislaturemllalsuha'uEaclm

Citizens who want m view tﬁe
Virgin Islands sex offender registry

can do so by logging onto the VI

Justice Department Web site at

www.cloj.vi.gov.

.ﬂmmmmmtguﬁﬁmunlavmﬂ L
'se:malmtat;tandstamturyrape b
~where the victini is unider the age
‘of consent; to-rape: nfachllda.nd :

‘Lezama said onpe ﬂm{ask t"nmq {
- finisHes amending the language of
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