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Deserp i the vaulls of the American Muoseum of Nalural History lies a bird with a reddish beak: skin number 8999 of the Heinrech Expedition 1931 In life, i was
IMightless, secrelive and rare, hiving 1n the dense jungle thicket of the iland of Sulawes:, Indonesn. IS call was sonoreus bl strange - a Kimd ol low rumble or hum,
like @ deep snore - the sienature of Aramsdopsis platent, the Sooning Rail.

The bird's hunter, 3e-year-ald Gerd Heinrich, hid been searching Sulawesd Tor nearly two years, bagging insects, mammals amd odber birds, bul holding oul e the
Snoring Rail. [s caplure established bis reputatson as a collecor, earned im his nickname, dic Salie, and would come o symbolize a lile dedicated o disoovery.

It would also capture the imagination of his son Bernd, a distnguished biedogist at the Umversaty of Vermont and best-selling author (Mind of o Raven, Brumblebes
Economics). In The Sreoring Bird, Bernd Heinoch keads ws through his family's extraordinary hisiory, which begins in Europe, emds in America and 15 shaped al
every lurn by the rmse of the scence of bredogy. With his usual warmth, grice amd insighl, Hemnrich has created an unconventional memoir - equal parts Gather and
som - Lhal explores twio rmdscally diflerent, often comflicling approaches o understandmg the natural world.

The journey begins ol Hemmch's childbood home m roral Maine when, vears aller Gends death, be comes scross a pale of has lather's persomal elfects. Strewn amound
the barn amd covered m guano, they would tell a remackable @le. Gend was bom m Berlmo in 1896 but spent his eady life on an wdyvlbe agricolural estate in Poland,
Borswke, which he called the "home ol my sowl”

His clays were passed on the land, observing amd colleclting nature's spoils. Then, the First World War miervensd. Just 17, Gend enlisted and eventually joined the
Lufvwalle as a paled. was sought oot by the legendary Bed Baron and earsed an Iron Cross (or bravery. Shol down twice over enemy lermlory, be survived o relurn
1o has beloved Borowke, where be soon rediscoversd his "old soological passion to live ol agan.”

Soom aller, Gerd encountered a lifelong mielleciual companion in Erwin Stresemann, curator of birds at the Museum fiir Naturkunde in Berlin, Therr (niendship woukl
survive amother war, "revolution, imvasion, expulsion. starvation, amd ermigration.” 10 was Stresemann who, in 1927, sent Gerd on his (s zoological expedition, 10
Persna, amd Meelled his ambiations as 2 naturalisl In addition @ Persia and Solawest, Gerd would lesd zoelogical expeditions 1o Burma, Angoels, Tameania and
elsewherns.

While collectmg specimens aroumd the world, be was able (o pursue an abiding passion, hneumons, “mysberious and exolic wasps thal are parsilic connddsseurs,”
amd wend on o describe 1LATH new species in has lifetime. He became one of the world's loremost experts on these rareled crealuns, obsessively collecting and
carelully dillerentialing one species mom another based on subile differences in bady markings or shape, just as Viadimir Mabokow bad done with his "blees® i the
bufterdly world.

Ciends desare W0 publish his manmuscapl on Oriental whneumons browght hom and bis Gamily o the Uniled Siates when he was 55, There, be lived in poverly, an
amateur maturalist marginalizsd by the scientilic communily. et morural Maine, living in an old Tamhowse with no elecinicily and oo runnmg water, be was close 1o
the wildersess, which meant Treedom. He had Tound Mew Borowke.

I the atter hall of The Soorfng Hird, Bernd Hemrnch's story, we learn that he has also settled 1o Maine and that be shares his fsther's fanth: "1 believe .. that owr
well-bemng is Led ool 0 much W the structure of our soeciely and the politees that delermane 1, as 10 our ability to maastain comtact with nature, 1o leel thal we are par
af the matural order.” 1L is this shared beliel and (Escination with the matural workd that led them both o the froatiers of bology; and, it & there that their lives
dhiverged dramatically.

Cierd pracised lavonomy, a descoplive scsence, while Bernd liked 10 expenment. Gerd's work was “drodgery,” whereas Bermd's was (and. one gets the sense, sill as)
"purest joy." Specwes wentilication, osce @1 the forefront of bwedogy, came e be dended a8 mere "stamg collecting.® By contrast, experimentatien has become the
paradigm for modern biology amd s growth logarithmic.

Muodern baology™s currency. Hemrich reminds v, s sdeas. He has had many. Bag ones. Ones publisked i leading joumals, inclsling Science, amd which eame:d

ham prestgious prolesorships and the admeration of s peers. They alio brought brm an unosual degree of academic lreedom, which he has wsed Lo Toll effect. oflen
laking lavpeople along om s wide-rmngmg oumevs of discovery - mio the mmds of ravens, (or instance - throueh popular wobing,.
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Bernd's chapters bere are earmest and humorous, and olfer 3 window mio the making of a scientist. But i 15 the carly chapters on Gend's lile that caplivale.

Heinrich skillfully recrestes his fathers story, through comespondence. an unpublished memioar and remermbrances, wo create a nuanced porira - 31 limes generous, at
odher limes hostile.

Cierrld mever celebrated his som's suecess as a scientist - al Jeast not oswardly. The conllict between old science and new taimted their relationship, and Gerd's strogple
lor recoentlion in sceence miade him resentiul. On the other hand, Bernd struggled for vears (o see the valoe m hos (@mher's sceence and b understand his madevahons.
The memaar documents this struggle amd bunlds w an ardent defence of his fmber's choices amd of specimen-collecting bolegy: "Thene was a purpese, an ethic, even
a mewalily 10 whal nalurahsts of his Gme practised”; "Brology is history, and oo amount of chemistry can explam how o why the different ichoneumon wasps came
inte being, or whal role they play in different ecosystemns™; "Naming belone knowing.”

Impartantly, The Smeving Sird reminds us thal sciemce itsell evolves, and that scientists are a prodoct of their tme and colture. Bernd Heinrich leaves us withi me
doubl that m Gend's vouth, "the maturalists’ repulation shone broghtly,” and that oy bas provided biologsts with @ framework Tor thinkimg about the nalural
warld, upon which modern bology 15 ball

Bul he glosses over the Fact thal hiology s in the madst of a mew - some would say revoluliomary - elford v catalegue Earb's biological diversily, using a shorl
ssquence of each organsm™ DNA called DNA barcodies. They have venfbed past species divisdons - those determined by tavonomists such as Gerd - and clarified
aodhers; and. they represenl amshber ool with which o understand amd protect this bounty. In barcodmg, an okl science has become new again - albeil tansfomesd.
But it a5 prood that te most of os, natuee 15 sull "a magse show of the highest onfer,” amd that the values of naturalists such a3 Bemd and Geerd Hernrich live on.
Lindsay Serthwick iy @ science jowrmalist fving i Toreade, She first encomntered Sernd Heinrick's work oy an editer af the sclence/onltire magazine, Seed.
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