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“If the building is able to, they’ll have no more than a super, and a security guard,” he said.

The union, which represents 31,500 apartment building workers in New York City, 1s
demanding higher wages for its workers to match increasing living expenses. Mayor Bill de
Blasio and Gov. Andrew Cuomo are expected to attend Wednesday’s rally, which is planned

to start at 82nd Street and Park Avenue.

“The workers are prepared to do what they need to to take care of their families,” said
Eugenio Villasante, a union spokesperson. “New Yorkers know that they want the wages

and benefits they deserve.”

Villasante would not detail the union’s exact demands, but added that negotiations are still

“far apart.”

Howard Rothschild, the president of the Realty Advisory Board, said in a letter on Tuesday
that the average doorman or porter receives 585,000 in wages and benefits a year while the
average handyman receives $91,000 a year in wages and benefits. (The union has disputed

these figures.)
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In a statement, Real Estate Board of New York president John Banks said the lobbying

organization 1s “optimistic” that an agreement would be reached.
The agreement with workers at commercial buildings expires in 2020.
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All the best, Lana
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