BearSisDear [ first name ) ie jeffrey

As wealkreyou are well awarew , the relationships between surour two countries kave-has decreased
substantiallytaken a_hit. - The in the past few years and, probably, are at the lowest point for
decadeshas been rough, but hopefully it is on an upswing. -

beannotlt is diificult to predict fer-hew-longitwillge-en our mutual futures as—too there are toomany

unknowns. m&m—c—me&mst&&eea—mvelved but, rest asuured there are -HE‘FEFt—h-E"lE-EE—EEI"tEIn FTreeTy
groups everhere if-Russi . rd e ier-that

would like to be part of a new beginning,

Howeverdifficult The economic situation in Russia is currently difficult but ; there are still theusands
hundereds efwillingandableof competent entrepreneurs, able-and-wilhrgte-riskandinventlooking for

the opportunity to invent and prosper.

H's-thisIT is this group efpeeple-whethat suffers the most from the a lack of contacts with their
American counterparts .and-this-WE are looking for new ways to iswhat-basically-ofinterestto-us—
establish rew-bridges ef-in order to exchange ideas, and-pessibly-coaperatiorcreat new working
channels and to discuss mutual goalspreblemsand-perspective-coaperation.

There are a number of people, for instance Alexei Repik, an active tech investor and businessman in bio-
pharma area, who is also a leader of a hi = tech lobby group close to Russian Government, who would
like to start a mutually beneficial dialog with senior representatives of Silicon Valley as you are aware

some of the best and brightest in silicon valley originated in our country. ertrepreredrship—afierall
many people, ideas and projects circulated now around Palo Alto are from Russia.

There were a number of cooperation projects like-that-in the past = notably, RAND Business Forum, or
American Chamber of Commerce Forum, that attempted -buttheyall failed inthe pastcoupleofyears
due-teelese more as a result of -presdrmity-te politics then bad ideas- We would like to propose
something entirely new — a forum for influential nen-peliticians-discussing business, technology and,

yes-peliticsferafree thinking in order to benefit efall-partiesirvelved-us all.
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