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Youthful virtuosity

By Jessie Riggins Tue, Nov 15, 2018

Plan vite Albright proved the |"Jr_'l-E' D’ Clossioa music & baght to an enthusiostic
LOWrerce QUOleoeE o5 parT I.'l_f’ the Lied Centers Povilion Chamber Sanes.

Pianist Charlia Albright
raturned to Lawrancea,
Kanzas last Sunday
aflarnacn, a dacade after
hig debul as a firsl prze
winner in tha Intarnational
Institute for Young
Musicians (IIYM) Piano
Compatition, hald in
Lawrance each summer. Since then, Albright has won numeraus pians

competilions nationally, made his dabut with world-rencwned archeastras,
and collaborated with arlisls such as Yo-Yo Ma, Joshua Bell, and Bobby
McFarrin. Meadless o say, the axuberant Lawrance crowd walcomed
hirm back with open arms, their hearts full of pride_

The aflarmoon cancert, hald inside the Lied Centar's Pavilion, was less
formal, and Albright encouraged the avdience to applaud whenaver they
felt, rather than wailing until the end of mulli-movement pieces (although,
audience mambers were perhaps too polite to oblige.) The young planist
ook the ima to introduce each piece before performing it and his
aexcilament was confagious as he gave personal accounts of why he had
meluded sach particular work in his program, the histoncal significance
al the piece, and what ha loved about it most

Beginning Lhe concarl with lwo impromplus from Schubarl’s Op. 90,
Albright's command of these early-Romantic works was breathlaking.
Smart proegramming placed the shimmering No. 3 before the turbulent
Mo, 2. Nexl, Janadek's passionate and dissonant Sonala 7% 1905
showeasad his vifluosic playing, as the flowing malady crashes inta tolal
chaos. This pieca, whila ona of the bast of the aftermoon, was lost an tha
somewhal older audience, as many shilled uncomilarlably during ils most
dizsonant sections, the reaction Janddak was likely reaching for in this
work abaul a Czach worker killed during a protest in 1905,

Thean, Albright dazzled the crowd with an improvisation, something his
concerts are bacaming wall-known for. He asked audience mambers for
four randam notes; and they responded with B-flal, D, & and E-flal. The
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pianist then developad a melodic line from thosea four notes, and
fransformed them inta a rich, flowing melody, followed by a dramalic
march, and many other differant moods and themes. This virluosic
showcase exemplified his early years, when he had leamed 1o play the
piano by ear, but also showed his command of the instrument, and his
ability to use it as his own voice. Finishing oul the first hall was an
mterasting Schulz-Evler arrangement of Strauss’ O the Beauwliful Blue
Danube.

The second hall of the program was Chopin's Eludes Op. 25 Afler a
somewhat clumsy introduction, Albright discussed each of the twelve
miovements, giving the specific skill neaded in each, and the common
names (“Winter Wind,” “Lefl-Hand Etude " “Study in Octaves,” ate.) His
genlle touches on Ma. 1 ("Asoclian Harp"), gave an ethareal sense 1o the
piace, and was balanced wall against the brilliant No. 3, which ha
perdectly described as "galloping harsas.” I is intaresting to hear this
work in succession, and the varietly of styles batwean each movemant
gave Albright a chance lo showcase his complels mastery of the piano.
The No. § Etude. known as the "Wrong Mote Etude " and described by
Albright as a "drunk guy en his way homa,” has a remarkable middle
sactian with lyrical and flowing mealodies. This pieca was the bast
executed of the sal, and is a fitting analogy for Albright’s personality: a
little awkward, but shining with captivating lyricism. After two standing
ovalions, Albright relurmed o the slage with Arcadi Volodos' spectacular
arrangement of Mozar's Turkish March.

‘When performing, Charlie Albright is a commanding presance on stage.
His beautiful lyricism is unmatched, and his exhilarating youthfulness
brings a fresh excitemant Lo classical music, and a bright anticipation of
what is o come naxt in his carear
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By Jassie Rigging

Classical and Jazz Contributor

Jessica E. Rigging, anginally from Colurmibia,
Missour, 15 & very aclive voice in the local music
scana. She is the Board Presiden! of Mid America
Fraadom Band and a member of the Mighly Mo Jazz
Combo. She holds degrees from the Universily of
Cenlral Missoun |'-. -.,I wiara she sludied
Music Histary and Literalure. Jazz has always bean a
passion for Jessica, and she was the only female
member of UCM's top jazz band during her tire there. In har frea time,
Jessica enjoys studping the lves, music, and accomplisfiments of
Kansas Cily's own jazz maslers.
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