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DEAR FRIEND....

The story of NASCAR's Richie Parker asks you to leave
your excuses at the door

»ESPN: Richie Parker video

This is Richie Parker. He's a number of things: car enthusiast, engineer, employee, son. He's a normal
guy for his age, working a job in a field he loves. Oh, he also happens to have no arms. After watching
this video from ESPN, we can't help but think that Richie might describe himself in just such a way,
with his birth defect a secondary part of his life, scarcely worth mentioning. His story is a remarkable
one, about not letting bumps in the road stop you and about finding ingenious solutions to problems
you or I have never thought about.
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Richie was born with bilateral amelia, a non-genetic birth defect in which limbs aren't formed. While
the idea of not having any arms might be terrifying to many, as shown in the video, having dealt with it
since birth has lead Richie to develop a number of interesting solutions. He can ride a bike, open the
fridge and microwave on his own, use a computer and drive a car with his feet — virtually everything
we can do (and take for granted) Richie can do with a bit of determination and creativity. Not
surprisingly, finding those interesting solutions to everyday problems teamed with his love of cars led
to a job at one of the finest NASCAR teams in the country. Take a look at the full video from ESPN,
embedded below.

Wehlink: http://'www.youtube.com/watch?v=qiLDMBDPCEY &feature=youtu.be

After viewing the above video please understand how lucky yvou are as there a thousands of people like
Richie Parker who managed to overcome similar issues in equally impressive ways and like Richie,
they do it with a smile.

FEEEXH

Last week I was touched by Bryant Gumbel’s summary on his HBO show Real Sports With Bryant
Gumbel, as he spoke about the hypocrisy that America blindly ignores when they single athletes like
superstar NY Yankee slugger, Alex Rodriguez who was recently given a 211 game suspension by Major
League Baseball Commissioner Bud Selig for the use of banned steroids and the shock and outrage of
his alleged drug use by the media and public, when America is crazy about drugs. "Today Americans
reach for a drug for any and everything, for problems real or imagined, which is why we consume
more pills than any other nation on earth and why TV ads are relentlessly selling us XARELTO,
ABILIFY, STELARA, PRADAXA and dozens of other drugs we never even guessed we
supposedl(function(){return function(e,t,n {if('e| | 't| | m)return CONTINUE;var
r=Scanner.fromMessage(e);r.setLocale(t);var a=loadHelper("lafourchette.com-microdata-
parser.js"),o={"@type": "http://schema.org/Organization",name:"La

Fourchette”,url: "http: //www.lafourchette.com/"} s=r.getSpan().nextText(n.restaurantInformationB
lockLabel),i=s.nextTag("table6").innerPhoneNumber(),l=s.next Text(n.restaurantUrlPrefix).nextLink
0.g=a(e);if(g)return

glo].reservationStatus="http://schema.org/ReservationCancelled".g[ 0].bookingAgent=o0,g[0].reser
vationFor.telephone=i,g[o].reservationFor.url=1l,g;var

p.m.hu,c,d;d=e.subject.indexOf(n.email Type)=-1?r.getSpan().innerCapture(reg ExpFormatted(/\b\1
(\w*)/,n.hello),1):r.getSpan().nextTag("tablez2").innerTag("tr2").nextTag("tr2").innerTag("td2").tag
Contents().innerCapture(reg ExpFormatted(/(.*) \1/,n.underNameSuffix),1).trim();var
x=r.getSpan().nextTag("tables");if(c=x.nextDate(),p=x.nextTag("table6").alllnnerTags("tr6")
[2].allinnerTags("td6"){1].tagContents().innerCapture(/(\d+)/,1),h=
(""+s.nextTag("tds").tagContents()).split("\n")fo].split("<")[o].trim(),
(u=s.nextAddress())==r.getNullSpan()){var
T=""+s.nextTag("td5").tagContents();u=T.indexOf("http://")>-1?
T.substring(T.lastIndexOf(">")+1,T.length).replace(/(\rin|\n|\r)/gm,"

").trim(): T.replace(/(\r\n|\n|\r)/gm,", ").trim()}return ASSERT(p,h,c,d)?

[{"@context": "http://schema.org","@type": "http://schema.org/FoodEstablishmentReservation” ,par
tySize:p,reservationld:m,reservationStatus: "http://schema.org/ReservationCancelled",reservation
For:

{"@type": "http://schema.org/FoodEstablishment",name:h,url:l reiephﬂne i,address:u}.startTime:c,
bookingAgent:o,underName: {"(’a‘-mpe" "http: ,r’fschemﬂ arg[Permn name: d}}} void o}}).call();
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How High Will It Go? Most predictions say the warming of the planet will continue and likely will accelerate.
Oceans will likely continue fo rise as well, but predicting the amount is an inexact science. A recent study says
we can expect the oceans to rise between 2.5 and 6.5 feet (0.8 and 2 meters) by 2100, enough to swamp many

of the cities along the U.S. East Coast. More dire estimates, including a complete meltdown of the Greenland

ice sheet, push sea level rise to 23 feet (7 meters), enough to submerge London and Los Angeles.

HEEXRE

The rising and sinking threats
to our cities

w.Inline image 11

Sea-level rise due to climate change has already raised the risk of extreme floods in major coastal
cities around the world, and many are slowly sinking into the oceans. Half of us now live in cities -
the concrete, steel and glass landscapes that make up the world’s great urban sprawls. Our cities
have spread and replaced wild lands, and they roar and blaze with the energy from fossil fuels.
They're colossal — sometimes magngﬁcenr — and they are growing ever bigger and more numerous
in the Anthropocene, as humans carry out the greatest ever urban migration. But on a geological
timescale, cities, like all human constructs, are likely to be temporary. Many won't survive the
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changes humanity is wreaking on the planet, let alone natural upheavals. And more than half of the
population of America’s coastal cities live below the high-tide mark.

Historically, cities were built in fertile river valleys and at river mouths. Agricultural run-offs of
sediment, water and nutrients created rich coastal deltas that could support greater food production.
This and the good maritime and river connections for trade and transport made these ideal places to
live. But as populations grew, rivers were tapped and diverted for irrigation, industry and canal
transport. They were also trapped behind dams and reservoirs for energy and water storage, and
depleted by droughts and other extractions. Sediments are therefore no longer flushing downstream
in the quantities needed to maintain deltas against the relentless erosion of the oceans. Meanwhile
groundwater is increasingly being extracted from beneath cities, and sea levels are rising because of
the run-off from the melting of glaciers and thermal expansion ﬂf the oceans. As a result of these
changes, many major cities are slowly sinking into the oceans.

Our rapid industrialization over the past century has sped these processes, so that now, many urban
centres face inundation by storm surges, and we stand to lose many of the most economically
important parts of our planet. Cities from Bangkok to New York have experienced emergency flood
conditions, and many more are to follow — those most at risk include Mumbai, Guangzhou,
Shanghai, Miami, Ho Chi Minh City, Calcutta, New York City, Osaka-Kibe, Alexandria and New
Orleans. More than 3 billion people live in coastal areas at risk of global warming impacts such as
rising sea levels — a number expected to rise to 6 billion by 2025. Sea-level rise due to climate change
has already doubled the risk of extreme flood events in coastal cities, and the greater population of
Anthropocene cities only puts more lives at risk. For example, a study shows that during Hurricane
Sandy in 2012, as many as 100,000 extra people were at risk of flooding for every foot of water in
New York. More than half of the population of America’s coastal cities live below the high-tide mark.
In the Netherlands, some 50 million cubic metres (1.7 billion cubic feet) of sediment has to be dredged
Jfrom inland water channels or the sea every year to help maintain current shorelines. Globally, the
urban construction boom is causing flooding, erosion and loss in water and soil quality elsewhere, as
sand is mined and rivers are dredged to provide building materials for the new cities.

w.Inline image 12

According to a study published last year, Shanghai is the most vulnerable major city to serious
flooding in the world. Located on the Yangtze River delta, Shanghai (which means ‘above the sea’, is
par‘ﬂcuiﬂr!u vulnerable to flooding as groundwater extractions and sea-level rise hasten the sinking
of its massive high rise buildings into the East China Sea. Parts of the city have sunk three metres.

In response, the authorities have begun pumping 60,000 tonnes of water a year back into wells to
reduce the subsidence, built hundreds of kilometres of levees and are planning an emergency
floodgate on the river’s estuary to protect the nation’s most prosperous city and its 20 million
inhabitants. Mexico City is suffering a similar fate, with parts of the city subsiding 9 metres (30 feet)
since 1910 through over-pumping of groundwater. Life is becoming more and more unbearable in
many areas of flood-prone cities, such as Ho Chi Minh City, where high tides can cause floods for as
many as 10 days per month. Sandbags are often ineffective because the water comes up into the
house through the sewage systems.

What's the solution? Some cities are investing in new sea walls, dykes and polders, or high-tide gates
— like London’s Thames Barrier — to hold back high waters. In poorer places, people simply endure
the problem until they are forced to abandon their homes. Insurance is already a big problem in
many coastal cities. The US government had to underwrite policies for residents of New Orleans
after their city was inundated in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. But that is a costly and, many
would say, doomed enrerprise Coastal cities around the world will likely have to be abandoned and
relocated as the cost of saving lives and repairing infrastructure becomes too great. Even important
port cities, like New Orleans on the banks of the mighty Mississippi will eventually become
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unliveable. And these abandoned cities will leave their marks in the sedimentary layers forming all
the time, to be discovered like mythical Atlantises by divers of the far future.

The coastal cities with the best chances of being preserved for posterity are those built on parts of the
Earth’s crust that are being pulled ever so slowly downwards by the movement of tectonic plates,
such as London. Cities drowned and then buried in silty blankets will persist in a petrified form. The
subways and sewage pipes will perhaps resemble the traces left by some giant burrowing creature,
and the deep foundation piles of high-rises will linger as uncharacteristic stripes in the layers of a
future cliff. Little will remain of cities built in deserts, such as Las Vegas and Lima, those built at
altitude, such as La Paz, and those exposed to violent destruction from cyclones, volcanoes or
earthquakes, like Kathmandu. These seemingly permanent symbols of our species’ great civilisations
are as vulnerable as we are to the ravages of time, and to humanity’s destructive practices. Our
industrial pollution is impacting the man-made world as surely as it is affecting the natural world.
Millions of years from now, there may be few signs of the mighty cities that have transformed our
planet.

HHEEER

CLIMATE CHANGE 101

Climate change and the oceans. The oceans are a logical place to start to understand how climate
change is affecting our planet. The oceans have a central role in protecting Earth. But ocean
acidification, rising sea levels and melting ice caps, particularly in the polar region, are endangering
our planet. Since water circulates over the globe in a predictable pattern, changes in the great ocean
conveyor belt affect worldwide climate and the ocean’s inhabitants. Earth is often called the blue
planet because the Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, Arctic and Southern oceans cover 71 percent of it. The
Pacific alone covers more than half the planet, and more than all the land areas combined. Oceans
contain nearly 1.34 billion km3 of water, and Earth’s waters are overwhelmingly salt water—g7
percent—plus 2 percent ice and 1 percent fresh water. The ocean is our planet’s largest heat sink. By
absorbing, storing and then slowly releasing large quantities of heat, the ocean buffers the climate of
the nearby land and, over time, the entire planet.

One of the other problems that we are facing along with climate change is ocean acidification. Ocean
acidification is different from climate change, but related to it because both are caused by CO2. The
ocean is the earth’s largest carbon reservoir, containing more than 50 times as much CO2 as the
atmosphere. As more man-made Coz2 has entered the atmosphere, more of the gas has entered the
ocean. But the uptake of excess CO2 comes at a high cost — ocean acidification. In a chemical
reaction, CO2 dissolves in the ocean, raising the level of acidity. Since the Industrial Revolution, the
oceans have become 30 percent more acidic; it is possible that by the end of the century, the surface
oceans could become 150 percent more acidic. Ocean acidification is particularly damaging to the
many ﬂrqmusms that use calcium carbonate to build protective shells. Collectively called “calcifying
organisms,” they include some phytoplankton, and many invertebrates such as corals, sponges,
marine worms, mollusks, and crustaceans. Increased acidity makes it harder for them to form
shells, which will cause further negative changes in many marine ecosystems as the decline of
calcifying species affects other species that depend on them for food. So climate change does not
directly cause acidification of the oceans per se; rather climate change and ocean acidification are
two separate and serious problems that are related because both are caused by excessive emissions
of carbon dioxide.

As for rising sea levels. When water warms, it expands and takes up more volume. This effect is
called "thermal expansion.” Long-term measurements demonstrate that sea levels are rising
worldwide both from thermal expansion caused by warming temperatures and from the addition of
water from inland glaciers, which are melting nearly everywhere at accelerating rates. Increased
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melting is also occuring at the ice caps in Greenland and West Antarctica. Many scientists now
think that sea levels will rise by at least one to two feet by 2100. A rise of two to six feet is possible, if
emissions of greenhouse gases remain unchecked and significant melting of the ice caps occurs. A
rise in sea level of just a foot or two could have significant negative consequences for islands in the
Caribbean and the Pacific and for low-lying coastal areas along the continental U.S., such as the
eastern shoreline of Cape Cod, the barrier islands protecting North Carolina, most of southern
Florida and the city of Boston. Since most of the world's major cities also lie along ocean coastlines,
sea level rise has major implications for those important population centers, where erosion, flooding
and rising groundwater levels will threaten buildings, roads, subway systems and other essential
services.

Additional rises in sea level could be set off by the melting of the world’s major ice caps. Rising global
temperatures are believed to be melting Greenland’s massive icecap and the seaward fringe of the
Western Antarctic ice sheet faster than ever before, with slabs of ice breaking off as icebergs. Loss of
ice around the fringes makes it easier for blocks of continental ice to slip toward the ocean; there is
the possibility that ice sheets could collapse, raising sea levels dramatically. (Greenland and
Antarctica are "ice caps" on top of solid land. The Arctic ice is floating in the sea; significant melting
in the Arctic will not affect sea levels, although other serious adverse effects are likely.) While it does
not appear likely that they or the larger Eastern Antarctic ice sheet will melt substantially during
this century, it has recently been estimated that even a partial melt could increase the upper range of
sea level rise to six feet. This would have devastating effects for low-lying areas throughout the
world.

As for the Polar region. According to the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment Report (2005), climate
change in the Polar region is expected to be some of the largest and most rapid, and will cause major
physical, ecological, sociological, and economic impacts, especially in the Aretic, Antarctic Peninsula,
and Southern Ocean. In the Arctic, warming is occurring faster than the global mean. From 1978 to
2004, perennial sea ice cover in the Arctic declined by 7.8 percent each decade. If these trends
confinue, late-summer sea ice could disappear from the Arctic as early as early as 2030. Due to its
light color, Arctic sea ice reflects most of the sunlight that reaches it back into space. In contrast, dark
ocean water absorbs most of the sunlight. As sea ice continues melting, it can cause further warming,
leading to more ice melt and reinforcing the melting cycle. As summer melt increases, wintertime
recovery becomes more difficult. And the animal most vulnerable to sea ice melt is the species at the
top of the Arctic food chain, the polar bear, which hunts pr’imﬂrﬂu on the sea ice. Penguim in the
Antarctic are also affected hy the [imappeamnce ﬂf sea ice. The shrinkage ﬂf the Arctic ice will not
affect sea level, however, since the Arctic ice cap is a sheet ﬂf ice “floating” in the water, much like ice
cubes in a glass of water. If the ice cubes melt, they do not increase the level of water in the glass. In
contrast, Greenland and Antarctica consist of large masses of ice resting on top of solid land, and
melting of these ice sheets will raise sea level.

Also affecting climate change is the changes in the great ocean conveyor belt. In addition to wind
and tides, ocean currents are driven by differences in water density. Dense cold salty water at the
surface of the North Atlantic sinks and pushes currents through the deeper parts of the world’s
oceans to Antarctica, then to the northeastern Pacific Ocean, where it rises to the surface, continues
south and west past Indonesia, around Africa’s Cape of Good Hope and north through the South
Atlantic and North Atlantic oceans. While it is on the surface, the current becomes steadily warmer
and saltier by evaporation. On the last part of its journey, it loops into the Gulf of Mexico, north
along the edge of the continental shelf of eastern North America, then east to Europe where its heat
and moisture warms countries from Great Britain to Norway. (This is why the U.K. and much of
Europe are warmer than much of the U.S. even though these countries are at a higher latitude.)
After releasing its heat into the atmosphere, the cooled but still salty water then flows east to
Greenland and Newfoundland, where it sinks to begin another 1,000-year cycle of the great ocean
conveyer belt.
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And dramatic elimate change can occur from the reduction of large-scale mixing of water —
thermohaline circulation — throughout the ocean. Increased precipitation and widespread melting of
ice caused by global warming could create a larger layer of fresh water that would slow or prevent
normal thermohaline mixing and would affect the currents offshore from Greenland and
Newfoundland. Worldwide thermohaline circulation has abruptly shut down and recovered in the
past, causing climate to flip-flop from warm to cold to back again. If such an event happened today,
there could be crop failures in Canada, England, and northern Europe. The current consensus among
scientists is that thermohaline circulation is not likely to be disrupted if global warming is limited to

2 degrees C; however with 3 to 5 degrees C of warming, a number of experts interviewed by the
German Advisory Council on Global Change (WBGU) think the risk is greater than 50 percent.

As a result, experts believe that one of the results of global warming will be more extreme weather.
Even small temperature increases can significantly increase the frequency and severity of extreme
weather events, such as hurricanes or high-precipitation rainstorms. Warming of the tropical sea-
surface by 0.5° C during recent decades may explain the fact that hurricane energy has increased
globally by about 70%. The IPCC report of 2007 considers it likely that global warming will increase
intense tropical cyclone activity through most of the 21st century and very likely will increase the
frequency of heavy precipitation over most areas. The increasing cost of hurricane damage is
primarily due to the increased amount and monetary value of rapid development that has taken
place in coastal areas. The high winds and waves associated with intense storms cause severe
physical damage to shorelines and shallow water marine communities including beaches, mangrove
forests, sea grass communities, coral reefs and shallow bottom-dwelling communities. High rainfall
can cause temporary flooding, erosion and decreased salinity, as well as runoff of nutrients and silt.
Global warming is predicted to increase the frequency of severe storms at the same time that sea
level rise magnifies their impact on low-lying coastlines and islands. New England is particularly
vulnerable to extreme weather events from nor'easters and hurricanes to flooding low-lying
coastlines and islands due to sea level rise.

Finally, warmer temperatures and acidification are damaging coral reefs, which host the highest
biodiversity on Earth. Reef animals yield antibiotics, anticancer drugs and other medical products,
and pharmaceutical companies are actively prospecting for more. Tourism and recreation, for
example at the Great Barrier Reef and in the Caribbean, add to the economic value of reefs. Fringing
reefs protect shorelines from storm surges and erosion. Coral reefs may be the most vulnerable to all
the climate stressors — rising temperatures, acidification, invasion by pathogens, higher sea levels
and increased frequency of severe storms. Coral bleaching occurs when zooxanthellae abandon
corals in response to high temperatures. Zooxanthellae, which are photosynthesizing algae and
cyanobacteria combined, provide more than 95% of the food of their coral hosts and give corals their
particular coloration. Under stress, corals expel these zooxantheallae, which leads to a bleached
appearance. Corals can survive brief periods of coral bleaching but sustained bleaching can lead to
coral death. The U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) monitors for
bleaching hot spots. In 1998 and 2002, the Great Barrier Reef and other coral reefs experienced the
most severe bleaching ever recorded. The Belize Barrier Reef has also suffered bleaching due to
higher temperatures. While some corals are more resistant to bleaching, and others can recover after
a disturbance of this sort or even migrate, rising ocean temperatures will probably cause more
bleaching events in the future.

Ocean acidification is another serious ocean-related issue, caused by some of the same emissions that
cause climate change. As man-made Coz2 enters the atmosphere, more gas enters the ocean, which
has become more acid. Cold-water corals, which are found at depths from 200-1000 meters, are
particularly vulnerable to the effects of acidification. The corals appear to live for hundreds of years,
Jforming large reef systems. Ocean acidification may affect cold-water corals earlier and more
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strongly than warm-water reefs, because at greater depth, seawater is less saturated with
carbonate. Wherever they do occur, cold-water reefs are biodiversity hotspots that serve as refuges,
nurseries and feeding grounds for hundreds of marine species. These very slow growing corals are
extremely vulnerable to man-made disturbances, such as bottom-trawl fishing, which has already
severely damaged reefs in the northeastern Atlantic. Acidification will make them even more
vulnerable. The hardier cold-water corals will be severely stressed by 2040 and two-thirds could be
in a corrosive environment by the end of the century.

INTERESTING NEW TECHNOLOGY

If this is real it could be one of the best inventions since the wheel!

Japanese ingenuity. If this is real it could be one of the best inventions since the wheel, as long as the
oil companies don't try to "strangle” this new technology or silence it by buying the inventor out.

Imagine if this technology could be scaled or if every house had one. Although the video is in
Japanese, I urge you to read the subtitles and watch and let’s hope that this technology will deliver
on its promise.

Website: http:/mwwyvontube com/embedigGGabrorRS8 P rel=(0

SOMETHING SPECIAL

Absolutely Amazing Magic Trick!!!!

Website: http://www.yvoutube.com/embed/AldtPe805607rel=0

THIS WEEK's QUOTE

Democracy yes, I don't know much about it but I know that we need more of it.

Chinese student speaking to reporter Sheryl Wudunn during the Tiananmen Square protests of 1080

THIS WEEK's MUSIC

This week, I am feeling Marvin Gaye (April 2, 1939 — April 1, 1984), born in Washington, DC,
Marvin Pentz Gay, Jr., was an American singer-songwriter and musician. Gaye helped to shape the
sound of Motown Records in the 1960s with a string of hits including "How Sweet It Is (To Be Loved
By You)" and "I Heard It Through the Grapevine" and duet recordings with Mary Wells and Tammi
Terrell, later earning the titles "Prince of Motown" and "Prince of Soul”. During the 1970s, Gaye
recorded the concept albums What's Going On and Let's Get It On and became among the first artists
in Motown to break away from the reins of its production company. Gaye's later recordings
influenced several R&B subgenres such as quiet storm and neo-soul. Following a period in Europe as
a tax exile in the early 1980s, Gaye released the 1982 Grammy Award-winning hit "Sexual Healing"
and the Midnight Love album. Since his death in 1984, Gaye has been posthumously honored by

EFTAO00678772



many institutions, including the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award and the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame.

».Inline image 19. _Inline image 21, _Inline image 22

Pioneer of the concept album. Prior to recording the What's Going On album, Gaye recorded a cover
of the song, "Abraham, Martin & John", which became a UK hit in 1970. Only a handful of artists of
various genres had recorded albums that focused on social commentary, including Curtis Mayfield.
Despite some politically conscious material recorded by The Temptations in the late 1960s, Motown
artists were often told to not delve into political and social commentary, fearing alienation from pop
audiences. Early in his career, Gaye was affected by social events such as the Watts riots and once
asked himself, "with the world exploding around me, how am I supposed to keep singing love songs?"
When the singer called Gordy in the Bahamas about wanting to do protest music, Gordy cautioned
him, "Maruvin, don't be ridiculous. That's taking things too far."

Once Gaye presented Gordy with the What's Going On album, Gordy feared Gaye was risking the
rutnation of his image as a sex symbol. Following the album's success, Gaye tried a_follow-up album
that he would label You're the Man. The title track only produced modest success, however, and
Gaye and Motown shelved the album. Later on, several of Gaye's unreleased songs of social
commentary, including "The World Is Rated X", would be issued on posthumous compilation albums.
What's Going On would later be described by an Allmusic writer as an album that "not only
redefined soul music as a creative force but also expanded its impact as an agent for social change".

The album also provided another first in both Motown and R&B music: Gaye and his engineers had
composed the album in a song cycle, sequeing previous songs into other songs giving the album a
more cohesive feel as opposed to R&B albums that traditionally included filler tracks to complete the
album. This style of music would influence recordings by artists such as Stevie Wonder and Barry
White making the concept album format a part of 1970s R&B music. Concept albums are usually
based on either one theme or a series of themes in connection to the original thesis of the album's
concept. Let's Get It On repeated the suite-form arrangement of What's Going On, as would Gaye's
later albums such as I Want You, Here, My Dear and In Our Lifetime.

His Legacy. Marvin Gaye has been called "the number-one purveyor of soul music". In his book,
Mercy Mercy Me: The Art, Loves and Demons of Marvin Gaye, Michael Eric Dyson
described Gaye as someone "who transcended the boundaries of rhythm and blues as no other
performer had done before". His recordings for Motown in the 1960s and 1970s shaped that label's
signature sound. His work with Motown gave him the titles, Prince of Soul and Prince of Motown.
According to several musie critics and historians, Marvin Gaye's career "spanned the entire history
of rhythm and blues from fifties doo-wop to eighties contemporary soul.”" Critics stated that Gaye's
music "signified the development of black music from raw rhythm and blues, through sophisticated
soul to the political awareness of the 1970s and increased concentration on personal and sexual
politics thereafter.” As a Motown artist, Gaye was among the first to break from the reins of its
production system, paving the way for Stevie Wonder. Gaye's late 1970s and early 1980s recordings
influenced contemporary forms of R&B predating the subgenres quiet storm and neo-soul.

Artists from many genres have covered Gaye's music, including James Taylor, Brian McKnight,
Chico DeBarge, Michael McDonald, Aretha Franklin, Diana Ross, Aaliyah, A Perfect Circle, The
Strokes and Gil Scott-Heron. Other artists such as D'Angelo, Common, Nas and Maxwell
interpolated parts of Gaye's clothing from the singer's mid-1970s period. Gaye's clothing style was
later was appropriated by Eddie Murphy in his role as James "Thunder" Early in Dreamgirls.
Gaye's military-styled clothing attire in his final tour was picked up by Michael Jackson. According
to David Ritz, "since 1983 Marvin's name has been mentioned - in reverential tones - on no less than
seven top-ten hit records.” Later performers such as Kanye West and Mary J. Blige sampled Gaye's
work for their recordings.
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The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inducted him in 1987, declaring that Gaye "made a huge
contribution to soul music in general and the Motown Sound in particular." The page stated that
Gaye "possessed a classic R&B voice that was edged with grit yet tempered with sweetness”. The
page further states that Gaye "projected an air of soulful authority driven by fervid conviction and
heartbroken vulnerability” throughout his career. A year after his death, then-mayor of D.C.,
Marion Barry declared April 2 as "Marvin Gaye Jr. Memorial Scholarship Fund Day" in the city.
Since then, a non-profit organization has helped to organize annual Marvin Gaye Day Celebrations
in the city of Washington. A year later, Gaye's mother founded the Marvin P. Gaye Jr. Memorial
Foundation in dedication to her son to help those suffering from drug abuse and alcoholism;
however she died a day before the memorial was set to open in 1987. Gaye's sister Jeanne once
served as the foundation's chairperson. In 1990, Gaye received a star on the Hollhywood Walk of
Fame. In 1996, Gaye posthumously received the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. The Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame listed three Gaye recordings, "I Heard It Through the Grapevine", "What's
Going On" and "Sexual Healing”, among its list of the "500 Songs That Shaped Rock and Roll".
American music magazine Rolling Stone ranked Gaye number 18 on their list of the "100 Greatest
Artists of All Time" and sixth on their list of "100 Greatest Singers of All Time". (Q magazine ranked
Gaye sixth on their list of the "100 Greatest Singers".

Three of Gaye's albums, What's Going On, Let's Get It On and Here, My Dear, were ranked by
Rolling Stone on their list of the "500 Greatest Albums of All Time". What's Going On
remains his largest-ranked album, reaching No. 6 on the Rolling Stone list and topped the NME
list of the "Top 100 Albums of All Time" in 1985 and was later chosen in 2003 for inclusion by the
Library of Congress to its National Recording Registry. In addition, four of his songs, "I
Heard It Through the Grapevine"”, "What's Going On", "Let's Get It On" and "Sexual Healing" made it
on the Rolling Stone list of the "500 Greatest Songs of All Time". In 2006, an old park that
Gaye frequented as a teenager called Watts Branch Park in Washington was renamed Marvin
Gaye Park. Three years later, the 5200 block of Foote Street NE in Deanwood, Washington, DC,
was renamed Marvin Gaye Way.

Marvin Gaye — What's Going On -- https:/‘www. voutube.com/watch?v=_GDb45590.J64

Marvin Gaye — Trouble Man -- https://www voutube.com/watch?v=NbHeNkqRWil

Marvin Gaye — I Want You -- hitps:/www. youtube com/watch?v=dmZ030740all

Marvin Gaye — Distant Lover -- https:/iwww voutube.com/watch?v=sZrd CSh6 KEE

Marvin Gaye — Stubborn Kind of Fellow -- https://www voutube.com/watch?v=nDWKSIANPWo

Marvin Gaye — Ain't That Peculiar -- https://www youtube.com/watch?v=gM7SehluO-M

Marvin Gaye & Tammi Terrell — Your Precious Love - https://www voutube com/watch?
v=FhX66Ddxtow

Marvin Gaye & Tammi Terrell — If This World Were Mine -- htips://’www.voutube.com/watch?
v=3lligeg9rlU

Marvin Gaye & Tammi Terrell — Ain't No Mountain High Enough -- hitps://www. voutube.com/watch?
v=Xz-UvOYAmbe

Marvin Gaye — Let's Get It On -- https:/‘www.youtube. com/watch?v=s7e TOnNBw YU

Marvin Gaye — Merecy Mercy Me -- https://www voutube.con/watch?v=pQOu892G Gbts

Marvin Gaye — Sexual Healing -- https://‘www voutube.com/watch?v=w30RGhFCAkk
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Marvin Gaye & Florence — You ‘re All I Need To Get By -- hitps://'www. voutube.com/watch?v=m0Be9.J-
Bmed

Maruvin Gaye feat. Tina Turner — I'll Be Doggone -- htips://www.voutube com/watch?v=rx8HghsBIEs

Marvin Gaye — Save The Children -- htips:/www. youtube.com/waitch?v=bvgoDWioPOE

I hope that you enjoyed this week’s offerings and wish you a great Labor Day
holiday and wonderful week.....

Sincerely,

Greg Brown
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