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Venezuelan president Hugo Chavez has a habit of acquiring and nationalizing various businesses from gold
mines to factories. This week he ordered the "acquisition by force" of a the Hilton Hotel on Veneruela's
Margarita i1sland. The resort hotel includes a 590-foot freeform swimming pool. casino, gym and a white sand
beach.The hotel also includes the La Scala Restaurant and a bar. It has 280 rooms and 154 time-share suites. The
hotel was recently the site of the Africa-South America Summit which was attended by Muammar Gadhafi (who

set up his often controversial luxury tent on the beach), Robert Mugabe and others.
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