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If Israel is behind last month's assassination of senior Hamas official Mahmoud 
al-Mabhouh, it may be assumed that anybody who tried to appropriate some of 
the glory regrets it now. Dubai's police investigation may present the Israeli 
government and intelligence community with tough questions, even if the 
government did not take responsibility for the assassination, which the foreign 
press attributes to the Mossad. What at first seemed like a "clean- operation 
turned out to be wracked by negligent mishaps. 

First of all, did the goal and outcome justify the risk of carrying out a hit in a 
moderate Arab country and of exposing the intelligence community's modus 
operandi? Or did the operational opportunity to get rid of an individual 
responsible for past terror attacks and current weapons smuggling encourage 
those who approve and carry out such actions to waive some of the rules of 
caution? 

Second, in a tense period in which Israel is trading threats of war with Iran and its 
allies in the region, should Israel be goading the enemy instead of maintaining 
restraint? 
Third, is it right, because of 
this hit, to embarrass the 
authorities in the United 
Arab Emirates, who share 
with Israel the fear of the 
Iranian threat? Fourth, in 
preparation for the 
operation, were the risks of 
exposure and restrictions on 
similar future actions taken 
into account? 
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Fifth, is there justification in 
damaging relations with 
friendly European countries 
whose passports were used 
by Mabhouh's assassins? 

Sixth, is it proper to place in 
harm's way the Israelis 
whose identities were 
ostensibly stolen and used 
by the assassins? The fear 
of identity theft recalls dark 
regimes. and such an action 
seems to do 
disproportionate damage. 

Should all Jews considering 
coming to live in Israel from the West be concerned that their names might be 
linked with espionage and terror incidents throughout the world? Stricter security 
rules at airports and border crossings make things harder on the intelligence 
services. But does the response require endangering the liberty, and perhaps 
even the lives, of civilians whose identities were used without their knowledge in 
a secret operation? 

All these questions, particularly the claims of identity theft, need to be closely 
scrutinized. Lessons must be learned for the future, and the findings must be 
exposed to the light of day. 

PROMOTION: Mamilla Hotel 

Related articles : 

• Report: Dubai narrows down six more suspects in Hamas assassination 

• Hamas probing Dubai murder with help of Iran and Syria 

• '10, including 3 women, took part in Dubai Hamas assassination' 

• Israel has nothing to worry about over Dubai killing 

Get Haaretz news headlines delivered daily to your inbox! 
 Click here to sign up for Haaretz newsletter  

2 Bookmark to del.icio.us 
Digg 

r Calling Israel's left 
Israel's liberal citizenry has all but 
disappeared from the political scene, but 
why? 

A...AyeIon snubs U.S. 
U.S. Congressmen in Israel slam Deputy 
FM for boycotting meeting with them. 

1. 6 good questions 04:18 Inewageblues 18/02/10 

2. WOW: anymore questions??? 04:19 IEZ 18/02/10 

3. Seventh - 04:20 'Other View 18/02/10 

More Headlines 
12:47 Dubai police chief 99% sure Israel behind llamas killing 

13:32 Israel envoy mints U.K. officials on forged passports' 

07:13 Ttoubling questions from Dubai 

10:16 Mossad is supposed to gather intelligence. not sow death 

13:12 IDF commander: Settler leaders 'losing control' to rioting 
youths 

11:38 Drive safely and pay bills, Hezbollah leader tells Lebanon 

05:59 Jerusalem to turn Sheikh Jarrah land into parking lot near 
Jewish tomb 

08:10 TV ROUND-UP: Brown urges probe into Dubai hit: 
Moderate rabbi backs IDF refusal 

07:14 Iran threat is too much for the Mossad to handle 

07:11 U.S. prosecutors probing Israeli rabbi over fraud 

07:12 Israel must learn the international language of human rights 

08:19 Rabbi Elon accused of long-ternf sexual relationship with 
student 

07:13 The crucial role Rabbi Elon played in my life 

EFTA00763853



4. "...REQUIRE ENDANGERING...EVEN 
TIIE LIVES..." 

5. "No" is the answer to all 6 questions 

6. Dubai 

7. FAT Chance 

8. Stolen identity 

9. I would not call Britian Friendly 

10. my guess? Iran did it 

11. Netanyahu did it again 

12. Dubai 

13. A few more troubling question 

14. Bibi never learns 

15. NOW WE CANNOT SLEEP 

16. hammas terror 

17. No, it's not troubling 

18. What lessons? 

19. #11 David 

20. Dubai's vaunted police work 

21. If Mossad isn't responsible... 

22. If it were Osama Bin Laden 

23. Identity theft 

24. Well, I Hope Israel Didn't [lave A [land 
In It.. 

25. Dubai 

26. Conspiracies... conspiracies 

27. Everyone simply assumes that Mossad did 
it 

28. Dubai 

29. Martin/London 

30. Troubling questions from London. 

31. Martin #21 _ yes. that is my take also 

32. bye bye Israel! 

33. To all cringers here : 2 Brits bombed coke 
shop "Mike" in TA 

34. "does the response require endangering 
civilians?" 

35. British Olim not forgiven for Mandate 

36. 

37. 

38. 

Dubai wet job 

i still doubt very much that israel is 
behind it 
time to strip Mossad of its license to kill .. 

04:28 IEL 18/02/10 

04:30 IBen Alofs 18/02/10 

04:36 'Scorpio 18/02/10 

04:53 ITC 18/02/10 

05:03 IChayim 18/02/10 

05:31 Joe Klien 18/02/10 

06:18 Isuperjew 18/02/10 

06:25 IGK 18/02/10 

06:29 pal Res] Cohen 18/02/10 

06:32 Idana 18/02/10 

06:54 'Marilyn 18/02/10 

06:58 'Levy 18/02/10 

07:06 Imike 18/02/10 

07:15 'David 18/02/10 

07:26 'Edward 18/02/10 

07:58 'Walter 18/02/10 

07:59 ICipora Julianna 18/02/10 
Kohn 

08:08 'Martin 18/02/10 

08:15 'Mike 18/02/10 

08:29 'Beryl 18/02/10 

08:33 'Yosemite 18/02/10 

08:38 'Michael 18/02/10 

08:41 ISaraly 18/02/10 

08:58 IRoist 18/02/10 

09:35 'Larry 18/02/10 

09:37 '17 18/02/10 

10:12 'David Nigel 18/02/10 
Braham 

10:12 Idana 18/02/10 

10:52 'Marcos 18/02/10 

10:56 'Absolute Sweden 18/02/10 

11:00 lAri 18/02/10 

11:18 'enough already 18/02/10 

11:21 ISuhayl Saadi 18/02/10 

11:35 leric 18/02/10 

11:52 'Dutch 18/02/10 

EFTA00763854



39. Open license to kin whoever/where ever? 12:33 'what future 18/02/10 

40. The whole business of assassinations is 12:39 'Dutch 18/02/10 
troubling anyway 

41. It's not Mossad, it's Santa Claus 13:15 IM 18/02/10 

42. political power 13:16 'Claudius 18/02/10 

Home TV Print Edition Diplomacy Opinion Arts & Leisure Sports Jewish World Site rules 

Advert: Recommended Restaurants Makom: Engaging on Israel 

Search engine marketing 

Ilaarete.com. the online edition of Haaretz Newspaper in Israel. offers maltime breaking news. opinions and analysis from Israel and the Middle East. Ilaareitcom ['tont extensive and 
inapth coverage of Israel. the Jewish World and the Middle East. including defense. diplomacy, the Arab•Ismeli conflict, the peace process. Israeli politics. Jerusalem affairs. international 
relations. hat Iraq. Syria. Lebanon. the Palestinian Authority, the West Bank and the Can Strip, the Israeli business world and Jewish life in Israel and the Diaspora. 

CI Copyright 2010 liaaren. All rights res.:rood 

Sent from my iPhone 

********************************************DiscLA/mERxx****************************************** 

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and contain privileged or copyright 
information. If you are not the intended recipient you must not copy, distribute or use this email 
or the information contained in it for any purpose other than to notify us of the receipt thereof. 
If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately, and delete this 
email from your system. 

Please note that e-mails are susceptible to change.The sender shall not be liable for the improper 

or incomplete transmission of the information contained in this communication,nor for any delay in 
its receipt or damage to your system.The sender does not guarantee that this material is free from 
viruses or any other defects although due care has been taken to minimise the risk. 
************************************************************************************************** 

EFTA00763855


