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The large-scale paintings of British artist Wolfe von Lenkiewicz made
their U.S. debut this week in New York’s Upper East Side. Set against
the backdrop of the magnificent Academy Mansion on East 63rd
Street, Von Lenkiewicz’s paintings make the perfect pairing to the
home William Ziegler Jr. built in 1921.

Organized by House of the Nobleman — the multi-platform organization
helmed by Victoria Golembiovskaya and Anastasiya Siro that
encompasses an art advisory, curatorial practice and private
dealership — along with Mark Sanders Art Consultancy, the
exhibition, titled Delirious Picasso after Von Lenkiewicz’s inspiration
Pablo Picasso — whose Les Femmes d’'Alger (Version Q) broke auction
records when it sold for $179 million at Christie's earlier this week — and
the manifesto Delirious New York written by Rem Koolhaas in 1978,
took over four floors of the mansion, making for a spectacular display
of art and grandeur.
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Les Saltimbangues and Pievrot by Wolfe von Lenkiewicz in the foyer of Academy Mansion (Andy Romer Photography)

For the exhibition, which is on view through the weekend, Von
Lenkiewicz took his fascination with Pablo Picasso, Japanese artist
Kikugawa Eizan, and ukiyo-e, a Japanese genre and paintings, and
reappropriated the imagery on to enormous canvases. In the
mansion’s foyer hangs Les Saltimbanques, an ode to Picasso’s harlequin
period, and Demoiselles d’Avignon, a reinterpretation of Picasso’s
famous painting fused with African masks. Further along into the
exhibition is a Von Lenkiewicz’s remixes of practically every stage of
Picasso’s career, from a Picasso head, to the Spanish painter’s still
lifes. Thepiéce de résistance of the exhibition is no doubt Giants, the
enormous painting that depicts a battle between Japanese warriors

and Picasso like characters that takes up an entire wall on the fourth
floor.
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Grianis by Wolfe von Lenkiewice (Andy Bomer Photography )

The exhibition also features works by Picasso himself, like a 1948 oil-
on-canvas still life titled Tranche de Melon, a 1914 collage named Verre
et carte a jouer, several etchings from the late ‘60s depicting nude
women that Picasso apparently created during his impotent years.
Additionally, Delirious Picasso takes a glimpse at other artists who
were influenced by the Spanish artist, in particular Andy Warhol,
whose ‘80s collages are on display, and Richard Prince, who, like Von
Lenkiewicz reappropriated the figures and imagery used in Picasso’s
oeuvre.
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Delirious Picasso is on view at the Academy Mansion through May 17.
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