Manday, January 14, 2019

VIRGIN ISLANDS

The Virgin Islands Dally Mews 3

Temporary schools still awaiting finishing touches

By SUZANMNE CARLSON
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Students atl Arthur A, Richards
Junior High School on St. Crodx are
expected 10 move imio their lempo-
rary campus some time in laie Feb-
ruary or early March, according 1o
VI Education Drepartment spokes-
woman Keva Muller,

“The cause in the delay is the
classrooms are pretty much ready,

By A RAD
Draiby Merws Siadf

5T. THOMAS — Negotiations 1o
place a new, mematosally branded
heee] at Yacht Haven Graesdes on St
Thamas have effectively stalled, leav.
ing mdllsons of dodlars in imsestment —
and a potential economic bocst o the
ighand — in limba,

On Fridsy, Thomas Mukamal, CEQ
of Tsland Clobal Yachting, the pasent
campany af Yacht Haven, sald the VL
pgowemement has all but “abandoned™
the project, with the 32nd Legislaure
failing 1o bring it to a vote and an in-
coming administration that has yet o
contact him.

“Thene's nothing we can do,” buks-
mal said, “We don't have 8 negotiating
partner arymone and there’s no ooe far
s e talk 1o

Indeed, Mukamal said he wished
the 32nd Legishsure would have s
least voued oae wary of the other on the

A down vate, he said, would have
gill beem am “accepiable ocwicome™
since the democrube process would
have rum il% course,

“Bul when you engage in a muki-
ﬁ :;;ITM leave themn hanping and
don’t vote at all — how do you think
ﬂ:pﬂmnfulsmm whom you were
negotiating with™ he asked “h doesnt
show well 1o the investment communi-
t:.-indl[m]aladcﬂr:rlbdert:

n whether the povernement can fune-
tion ar noL"

The | 10-mom hotel progect, estimats
ed to cost 38 mallion, was proposed as
a joint veniure between the VI povern-
mend, Yocht Haven and Polcurn Group,
a Polish manufacaring compary that
specializes in modular canstructson.

Palcum and Yacht Haven were slaed
to provide S30 million and 58 eillion,
respectively, while the VI government
would put up the remaining 510 mil-
lian, using cash froen the 570 millsan
choging payment made with the Lime-
mﬂayhmahm&fmh.

In Seplember, public and peivate
advocaies for the project — including
Mukamal — restified before the Leg-
ishature on 5t Thomas 1o deseribe the

but they're waiting for the kitchen
to b outfitted with all of the equip-
ment and we can't mave the school
in unless we can feed them,” Muller
said Friday.

The depariment s utilizing
temporary shelier facilities manu-
fnctured by the Sprung company,
but “pretty much for most of the
Sprumgs than are not in use right
now, they're also waiting for the air
conditioning unids in those Sprungs.

Those were considered long-lead
itemns because they had 1o be made
spocifically for the dimensions of
those Sprungs,” Muller said. “5o,
its just the ar conditioning and the
kitehens that we're waiting for in
those Sprungs.”

Omce  the Richards®™ campus
Sprung sheher is complete, studenis
will be able o relocate, Muller said,

51 Croix Central High Sehools
gymnasium i going to be housed

in a Sprung sheler, “so they're
wanling on the air conditioning for
that facility,” which should also
be ready by late February or early
March, Muller said.

On 5t Thomas, Addelita Can-
cryn Junior High School and Lock-
hart Elementary School's campuses
ar¢ also il awaiting finishing
work on the campus kitchen facili-
thes, Muller said.

The lack of air conditioning units

Duaiy Mowr phals by A RAD

A propasad hoted project at Yacht Haven Grande an 51. Thomas has stalled afver the VI, Legislature falled to put 1o a
vole government backing for the praject, acoonding 1o Islend Global Yachting CEQ Thomas Mukamal.

. Finance Comenmssiongr
Valdamier Collens said 100-150 indi-
rect jobs would be created during the
ment phase, while ancther 30 perma-
nent jobs would be created afier apen-
ing and an addisanal 15-30 seasanal
jolbs.

“Hetel maffic will alsn indirectly cre-
ane anather 30-50 jabs in the retall and
services seciar,” ke sxid.

Colllens said the V1. povernment
weould also receive §3.6 million m mner-
&5t paymenis in the long temm, a5 well
ias mane than 58 mallan im new hotel
lax feverues over the firstl 10 years ol
operutions. Additional revenses would
alsa come via income: and gross receipt

haery b termitery's fhedgling peosi-stomm
lourism secior needed o spike in ac-
commodaan in onrder o keep pace
with other economies in the region.
“The 1ozal treaditional hotel units cur-
rently operting in the temitory s less

' S H-“Lli“!'f#"?

A rendering of the propased hotel p-n:uam at Yacht Haven Grande.

than 2,000 rooms, this is appmjmmdy
half of the pre-sioem room cosnt,”
she sid. *The temilory is hpcml.:iy
in peed of sccommodations. With in-
creased accommodations, we can only
expect increased airlifl 10 our erritory
‘While many senators embraced
the heiel project and hailed the 510
million as 2 worthy investimendt, oth-
ers guestioned why the povernment

should provide a substantial loan to a
private company in the midst of ather
unfindsbed projects and debt obliga-
tiomE.

During the session, then-Sen. Ja-
nm‘neHliIm'\'hmngﬂmdmlh: prng-
:n:t s 3 “pie in the shky." insisting the

kers failed to provide enough de-
ull:mr]m peafitabality of the project.

"You throw mumbers around but

has been an issue for months, and
it remains wnclear exactly when the
units will be finished and installed.
Former Education Commissioner
Sharon McCollum submitted wril-
fen testimony o the Legislature in
Oerober indicating that the Concryn
campus i “58 percemt complete,”
bat the lack of specialized air con-
ditioning units was delaying use
of ihe Sprung sheliers there and at
other school eampuies.

Fate of Yacht Haven hotel prject uncertain

thene’s really nothing bhere that gives
me camfiart on what the numbers are”
sha said. *Ta mee, this twmaround of 12
monihs doesn't seem like its feasible
and this whole modular basiness & not
«cute far that area™

A bill w awtharize the 510 million
payment fiar the praject was ultimately
tabled n Un.obe?u

Makumal, on Friday, tald The Daily
Mews that he was disasppainted that na
acthon was taken in Dght af tse time,
effiart and resounces nlready spent.

*I1% 90 percent desigred” he said.
“We've permitted it We financed
most af it, We came up with an idea
fior the pevernment 1o linance the resi
of 1. We put it in a package with a nice
pretty bow, There rw.ally is mathing else
we can do. The project seems b make
sense 1o everybody in private, but not
everybody in pablc.”

Makumal added that businesses at
Wacht Haven Grande would have en-
Joyed the econamic activity, but with
legislative inaction, “everybody in the
meighborisond loses, including us.”

Maser Salem, cwmer of Perfime
Workd and Men's Comer at Yacht Ha-
ven, described a prospective hotel as
the “most beneficial thing that could
happen 1o the Yacht Haven Grande

A% a local business cwner, [ would
bove 1o see amyvihimg that would con-
tribute toward the island” he said
“There & %0 much potential bere.
Theere's a bot of enthusiasm and traffic
fhere and we would definilely like 1o
see something that would bring adda-
tianal life 1o the propeny.”

Oiher businesses like Fat Turthe
have recently completed removations
and also indicxied that a new hosel in
the hotel would be a boon 1o the area,

For Mukamal, however, the future
Fernaing uncerain.

“Hopefully, someone will call us in
the next couple of weeks ar months
and we'll pick up mepotistions again,”
Mulcamal said. “But we haven't heard
fram anybady yel certainly nol in
any formal way. Hopefully, the voices
that are favorable to the project can
help resurrect it, but we don’t feel
from where we sit that theres amy-
ihing ekse we can do."
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