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Daily News candidate interview: Sen. Janette Millin Young

By AL RAD
Duily Muws Stal

T. THOMAS — Sen. Janete

Millin Young's campaign slogan,

“Let's Make [t Happen,” is a

fitting backdrop for a candidacy
bent on action, results and scrapping
what it sees as a slow, mismanaged
TECONVETY.

The four-ierm senator, who recently
sat down with The Daily Mews o
discuss her candidacy for povernor, said
of all the problems afflicting the
territory, the lack of proper managemient
1o effect change — and to do so quickly
— is arguably the most salient.

“In the Virgin Islands, there is no focus and
no management,” Millin Young said. “You
need managers in place who will pay oftention
i deadlEnes and do the work — it is that
simple.”

Millim Young. an independent who shares
e fourth balkot slog with her lewlenant
pevernor pick, Edgar Bengoa, said her
team intends 1o accelerate progress by
various means, from revitalizing econoemic
development 1o embracing innovation and mot
letting long=term goals fall by the wayside

As the daughter of farmer LL Gov. Henry
Millin — and as a former public information
officer — Millin Younyg belwves she has g
deep=rocted sense of publ it service and what it
takes fo engender trust with the people, a trust
which, according to her, 15 desply lacking wiih
the eurrent administraticn.

“In this rype of position, more than know-
heow, you have to be msparational and you hawve
ta bead by example,” Millin Youmg said. “Right
mowe, this community doesn't have saomebody
who leads by example. 1ts mare hke °l can do
what you can't do’ — and that’s pot proper.”

Recovery

Millin Young shewsed linde hesitation
bilasing the V1. Territorial Emergency
Melamagement Agency for what she said was ns
lack aof preparedness before lasi year’s siarms
and its imability to communicate with the
public in the aftermath.

Taking partbeular aim a1 VITEMA Director
Mlona Barnes, the senaior bemited VITEMAS
leadership for keepimg people at arm'’s length
and imsisting they had things wunder control
when they really didn™t.

“WITEMA kept saying “mave away, we gl
this.” but they didn't have i, mol then and stll
ool aday — they Taaled test after test,” Millin
\'hung_ soid. "1 am very serprsed that somedn:
who is sitting there with a military background
has failed us 50 miserably. This is 0 community
calling for changes at the head of VITEMA.
W need persoms a1 the helen who are present
and organized.”

As for Gov, Kenneth Mapp, Millin Young
critscized what she characterized a5 his
inahility ve spend recovery dollars properly and
prosee 0o 1he Federal gowvernment that the Virgin
Islands can indeed be trusted with millions m
reimbursable expenses.

*We're very fortunate 1o get |00 percent
reimbuarsables for the aftermath of these
hurricanes, but the key word & “reimbursable’
and this governmen has not been able io
spend in order 1o be reambursed” she said
“The part that [MMapp] doesn’t get is that when
something is reimbursable, you have 1o meet
eerlain requitemenis and use flands the vay
they are 5||p|1{:spdqu}b¢ wsed, [ dan't believe
theene is & lat of trust from the federal
povernment and we have to show that we
can spend in o proper way 1hat can be
reimbuarsed”

Billin Young said the government
should take the initiative and use
this epparunity of incoming fands
1o capitalize on cther industries,
from agriculture and manufactunng
1o marine and spons tourism — all
of which con bning much-needed
revenwe and employment to the
EFrlary.

A lack of creativity, she sand, has
been a majar hurdle 10 the recovery,
as evidenced by the pace of school
mindulars,

“1 kept trying 10 call the
governor o vell him that
there were options for our
students 1o get back 1o
schoal right away with the
modulars.” she said. “We
had a mal#tary faree, ervil
engineers who were
iirling by the airport
and not doing what
thiey were called
to da, Al
they needed
was a call

froim the govemnor to po and stort msd fix those
schools becawse that's their job, We could have
had our students studying right sy,

“Samitines iU nol a sin v not be ready”
she said. “But it is a sin 10 not take advice, 16
not get 1o work because you doin't have the
creativity or knoww-how to do it.” _

Indeed. the senmor said an approach like this
is applicable 10 haspitals, o, whene instead of
rebuilding smaller hospitals, the imtent should
be to expand and diversify hospilal services,
luring rare doctors and prafits to the territory
im the process.

“Right now, our health care is post the bane
minienam — what Medicaid and Medicare can
pay — amd we're not delving info the types
of procedures that will bring money,”™ she
saud. “Many of our doctors e left. We have
1o build and ncentivize to bring docioes i
different arexs af care, and -e:p-cl:|:||]_-.- care for
the elderly.”

GERS

*lillin Young's multi-pronged strabegy fiar
fixing the Government Employees” Retirement
System involves paying bilks: addressing
unfumded linbilities and restonng the ratm al
actve ernployee versus retlinee.

“Far 27 years, almost three decades, we've
had sdministrations who kanve nat been paying
what theyre supposed 10 — sa ane of the
wuiiim and Qs ibvmps | wall o well bee do pay,”
Melillin Young said. “There are also urlurded
mandates that kave been in the works forever
and it's poing %o toke more than just me saying
“it s 1o be dome this way!” [ beliove we noed
10 bring all comeerned 1o the whle.”

Moreaver, she said government retirees
typically eat up — in the frst three 1o five
years — everything they hive contribuied and
are therefare mainmined by active employees.

Currently, she said, the actrve employee ratio
o the retiree I8 1 1o 1, when it should be closer
ol _

*We have 10 restore pob wacancies and put
peophe 16 wark,” Millin Young said. “We have
lost & loit of government employees and yet
we're still paying a whole lot of money in
salaries. Something is wrong.™

Millin ¥Young chided Mapp for ignoring
the GERS Board and telling them to “pack a
lunch™ instead of dlsplariﬁ leadership and
resplving the isswes a1 hand.

“Because of my very nature and background
in commanicatiggs. you could not expect this
of me, because lﬂ‘n}wu_'.l: al the table,” sk
sabdl. “ always want 1o meet. | always want to
hear someone ¢lse’s perspective. | dan’t belweve
in the “one-man of ane-woman'® show

Marijuana

Millin Young said she is supportive
of medscal marijeana bu that
allowing recreational wse should
be a gradual process
“["ve come a long way
when it comes to my
understanding and how |
feel about it,” she said. 1
hawe participated in the
decriminalzation because
[ thought that we wene
crimmalizing a lat af
our young men for
doing absoluely
nothing and mow
1 am & supponier
af the medical
marijuana”
While
acknowledging
that recreational
marijuana would
bring in revenues,
Millin Young sasd
she 15 unsure whether
it could “eure the V1.

See MILLIN YOUNG, page 4
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== gverything else cames through,™ he sad.
GERS

Benipoa sasd the financial malfeasance imvolving the Government
Emplayess” Retirement Sysiem should be enough to get Gow: Kenneth Mapp
impeached.

“Right nowe, the amount of maney that the has wlen out from
the emplivecs 18 5250 million — and Mapp has only returmed 586 mallsan.
Thiis is the employees’ money, the maney they warked sa hard for” Bengoa
said,

“There's ane simple salution — pay the bill. The government kas not paid
e GERS i Tull since 1991, Thats 27 years wherne they have not paid dallar
hrd;lhrofnhlﬂnyhme:nlhnudﬁnnﬂ:mpm

Benipea said e hopes 1o amract 100 new campanies within bis fiest vear
that are in ling with Economic Development Commuission reguinaments and
r&nﬁmllmmﬁﬂﬁr revierne put into an account exchsively for

“Let’s say out of the 100 compamies, 60 pereent do the required mimimam
of hawing five local emplayees and bet's sy we take o smalll number like 0.5
percent afl th revenue that the government is making off of that one compasy
and send it to o GERS account,” Bengoa said, “Yeu know how many millions
of dollas in a year that's going 1o be for 100 companses? We're alkcing about
540 midllion to $80 millicn goang inta the GERS fund ®

Bengoa dismassed the plans of the sther gubernatorial candidates, insisting
they only extend the life of GERS for a few years,

What GERS needs instead is 0 sericus infusion of cash, be sxid,

Transparency

As 2 fonmer president and tneasurer of the St Croix Chamber of
C‘mﬂmﬂ,m:ﬁdb:lﬂ:ahﬂ}&pﬂndhhmFm mainiaming an
npcnbouh policy and that such a policy will comtisue If clected.

Evcmmmwldbcnperrhmh he saad, "My policy is to be as
trarsparent a5 possible

While Bemgoa didn't specify further, he did say the povernment needs 1o
enhance its intemctions with the public, irssisting that cushomes service is a
critical companent af gevernement that is largely overlooked.

“Customer service on our iskands is deplomble.” he said. “When we all
g awary somevwiiene, whiat do we want? Wi want great customer service,
service is essential foribe growth of any place, so we got 16 push
frr L™

What else ...

Bemgoa said 4 top pricity of his tenure will be io spur entreprencurship in
the Virgin Islonds by making the basking and licensing process simapler and
ane convenier,

*1 wart 10 bring in mew banks 1o make i exsher for young entneprengurs
i gt commencial loars and also bo pet easier morigages, which ase all paris
quw'in.gmamm"ht!.il'd."ﬁ]!}, if}wmahwld-rﬂh.m'nu:.

&8 soon as you walk in and pay, you're walking oul of there with a business
license. That is one thing tsat ["ve hzﬂﬂglﬂmfnrmhrdmmw
et ebected, that's tlue first thing that's poing to happen”

oa said he would like to have, at a minimum, the Fire Service,
Planning and Natural Resources and Licensing and Cansumer Alfairs in the
sami buailding.

W peed to corsolidate a lot of this — make the office a one-siop shop,” he
said, *“We're goang ba make it mone convenient 1o repew your Iscense because
we eant keep luming avay business ™"

— Comtacy A Rag af 340-714-21 04 or email girasimdailymess. .,
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budpet,” as some propooents have supgesied.

Moreover, she sid, the proceeds from the sale of recreatsomal
marijuang cannat be wed inagencies like Education or Human
Services because they receive federal gramis and recrentional
rarijuana is still against federal low,

W hove to be wery carefisl about how we mﬂﬁod." she said.
“We cannot forget that our young peopl: have to understond
I it will also afect them going info certain jobs. We have 1o
be wery corefisl that we don’t do curselves a disservice in terms
of the pob market for young people”

Transparency

‘With a background in public relmions and journalism, Millin
Younp said she is scutely aware of the impartance of pubse
disclosure, not only in keeping consiitsents comfonable with
thedr pevernment but also in driving away any suspicions of
imprapaiety.

& | mu)ll:hcz apen as pessible,” she said. "You have my
commitment that that's how | will be, becanse you haven’t seen
anything in my track recard that's been any different. When
wou keep things te yoursell, especially when you're talking
about politics, someane is always going to think there's an
underhanded something 10 be hidden — so | don't operase like
that™

Iillin Young said ench government agency should have

a resporsive public information affleer who is pot afraid to
divulge infarmation that may upset the sining governar.

“You don't peed an executive order or a law, you just need 1o
#ell whoever is in the position that this 15 hew we're poing 1o do
business mow,”™ Millin Young said, “We 're going 1o be proactive
and share information with the pablic. And you will see the
difference in how the public reacis”

What else ...
illin Young said she was Mapp's exccutive order
1 menge VI, Wext Generation and the Bureau of

Information Teckmalogy and inalsied the decision ultimarely
‘husrt businesses 1hat are unable to compete.

She said Viya has been particuilarty with Magp even
writing 10 federal officials w prevent the telecommunications
company from receiving M‘Ilh I prarits,

“Raght now, the governor is imtervening and causing hanm
A0 & private ' Mulkin Young sad. “He's trying 1o
profect Ashdtidmmﬂmihomlh]hﬂdmr
povernment assets, bat not at the detriment aff @ business wher:
people have invested their monies.”

Millin Young also sxid ibe V1. Port Authonity should manage
all parts, with WICO becoming mere a division under the
agency. She added, hawever, that the Pom Authority should mot
e packed with friends and relatives of the governor, bt mther
p:npl: selected for their competence.

“Right now, we have 3 couple board members that have no
knowledpe nbout the poris,” she said, “So, 1 is very important
that if we get 10 that big bump of having Port Authority manage
everything, that we sheobutely have a board of directors that's
knowledpenble”™

— Countgel A.J Rae ar 340-7 149104 or email ajreolE
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Campaign Events

The St. Thomas District Democratic
mittes is hosting on executive mesting 2 6
todny ot the Democratic headquarters.

Tophes for discussion will be poll-aaichers and
upcoming evenis. Be on time,

The gubernalonsl campaipn of Gov. Kenneth
Mapp and Lt, Governor Osbert Patber is having a
hnch food sale begieming 3 noon Thursday at their
headquarters in Havensaght on Si. Thamas.

The candi also will and greel
stanting at & Saturclay at By the Sea
on 5L Thamas.

In its fifllh n a seres of pubsmatorial forums,
“Swep Up o Trusth” presenits candicdaes Albert
m and Sen. Tregenza Rasch, Democratic
nomi for governoe and Bemenant govermor, at
530 Fraday at the University of the Virgn ls-
lands confierence centers in both districts.

The program will be simulcasi over radio sia-

toms WETA-AM 13 B . and
; : and

e

The Committea to Elect A. Forde will
host Forde Friday stanimg at &) Friday at Forde
hesdguaeters. Food for sale inc harbecue pig-

tail plates with potasto sabad and corn Tor 512 and a
plawe al ehicken wings and a jobnny coke is 35,
The camgaign wil a soup sl o Forde Head-
quarters from Tio 11 Sanrday, Purnphin, fish, red
pea and chicken soup, 25 well as goat water will be on
sale for 58 for a small howl and 512 fora lape bowl.

Thie S1. Thomas chapser of Deha 5i Theta
Sarority is hosting a forum for se and at-
lange senatodal candidates ar 2 Sunday m
e Claboite Amalie High School sudiorim.

The forwm is part one of the sorocityk “56ll on
Dhe Fence'™ séries.

Oin Ot 21, the sorority will host a forum for can-
didates running for govemaor, Eover
nor and delegate to Congress a2 [ Oc 21 m
mmrmmﬂnmm M.

The public i imvited (o belp the Independent Citi-
zens Movement celebrate the ICM Party’s 50th
anniversary an Sunday in Emancipation Garden.
There will be discussions. speeches, marching
bards, re-ennctments, endertainment and dancing.

Vendars will also be there 10 sell crafls, food and
cubural and traditicral Rems.

For mose: inft i or
semd an email fo
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