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The Art of Speechwriting with Philip Collins 

WEDNESDAY 20TH MARCH, 9AM - 5.30PM 
CHARLOTTE STREET HOTEL 

BUY TICKETS 

The memorable one-liners, the witty turns of phrase, the perfect sentences —
everything can seem so effortless when a brilliant speaker is addressing an 
audience at an Intelligence Squared event, a business conference or even in 
Parliament. Naturally talented as many of these speakers are, they all prepare 
— and many of them have sought advice on how to write and deliver those 
perfect sentences. 

Philip Collins, one of the world's leading authorities on, and practitioners of, 
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the art of speechwriting and rhetoric, has provided that advice to many of the 

world's best known speakers. And now Intelligence Squared, the home of 

debate, is hosting a one-day speechwriting  course with Philip. 

Philip was Tony Blair's chief speechwriter in 10 Downing Street, and has since 

written for leaders in politics, business and the non-profit sector. He is also a 

columnist at The Times and is the author of five books, including two on rhetoric 

and speechwriting. 

Philip's process draws on the ancient art of rhetoric, the emerging science of 

influence and persuasion, and his own experience writing for top leaders. 

During the course of the day, you will learn how to gauge an audience, build an 

argument, write crisply and effectively, and deliver memorable presentations 

and speeches. 

The course is limited to 15 people and will take place at the Charlotte Street 

Hotel, London, with lunch included. 

For anyone unable to make the course on 20th March, we have now added a 

second date: 7th May 2019. 

Watch Philip talk about the art of great speechwriting and presenting here 
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Course Leader 

Philip Collins 
Columnist for The Times, where he pioneered the 

analysis of major speeches. He was chief speechwriter 

to prime minister Tony Blair in 10 Downing Street 

between 2004 and 2007 and has subsequently written 

keynote speeches for a range of senior politicians, 

leaders of charities and NGOs and CEOs. He is the 

author of The Art of Speeches and Presentations and 

When They Go Low, We Go High: Speeches that shape 

the world - and why we need them. 
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On The Brink Of A No-Deal Brexit: The Town Hall 
Debate 

Britain is now facing one of the biggest constitutional crises in its history, As 

Brexit looms, Intelligence Squared staged a special town hall meeting with 

some of the country's most prominent political leaders. 

We were joined on stage by former Conservative MP and UKIP MP Douglas 

Carswell; Conservative MP Kenneth Clarke; Director of UK in a Changing 

Europe Anand Menon; MP for North Antrim for the DUP Ian Paisley Jr; and 

Labour MP for Birmingham Yardley Jess Phillips. The debate was chaired by 

the Guardian's Jonathan Freedland. 

LISTEN NOW 
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