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narcissist exhibits pervasive grandiosity -- sometimes through behavior, sometimes in fantasy. A narcissist 
needs to be admired and shows little or no empathy or concern for the problems, difficulties, or even the 
interests, of other people. 

Narcissists hold (perhaps "embrace" would be a better term) an exaggerated sense of self-importance. They 
overrate the significance of their achievements and talents. And they expect to receive accolades for what they 
believe are outstanding personal attributes and accomplishments. They tend to be totally absorbed in fantasies of 
success, power, brilliance, beauty, and other achievements and qualities. They believe they are special; as a 
result, they believe they can only be understood and appreciated by people who are -- or organizations that are --
also special. 

Consequently, narcissists have unreasonable expectations of people and situations. They feel they are entitled to 
favorable treatment and unquestioning  compliance with their hopes and expectations. Other people are supposed 
to acquiesce to their wishes. 

Further, they exploit friends, acquaintances, and associates, taking advantage of others to secure their own 
desires. They tend to be haughty and arrogant, convinced that others are, or should be, envious of them. 

While every narcissist does not display each and every one of these characteristics, every narcissist exhibits 
enough of them to be difficult to deal with. 
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