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Trustworthiness guestioned

Residents, senators react to Villagate lease deal

SHAUNA TUCKER

ST, CROCY — Residents and pub-
lic cifficials weighed in on The Avis®
story that uncovered a lease agres-
eent for Gov. Kenneth Mapp's St.

to the public did not edst

Reactons ranged from surprise |

to questions regarding trustwar-
thiness of an administration that
a.dvbﬂ.ted

The 1Z-page Jease a.tm:m:m

Mapp

campaign

disclosure

Lacks supporting
proof, documents

BRITNEY ENIGHT

first obtained by The Avis. proved
the governor and his staff lovew
as early as Jan. 22, or 17 days
after his mauguration, that his St.
mmuenmlwauumtmﬁﬂﬂ
as of March 1.

Omn Monday, He State

other.” he said, the
nor has been mwmnﬁﬂmtm
taking cffice.

T am afradd he will kse the trust
of the folks, if he continues Hie
this,” he sadd

Benjarnin said he expected more
from the Mapp Admmindetration and
the governoe's insonsistensy is not.
“gocd for the government =

“We all need to work together to
bring about a betber Virgin lalands
for everyone.” he said.

Benjamin said he hoped the gov-
emor coudd “remake himself and do
l'hﬂh:hubduh'm:pwpl:n{

on Feb. 12, about a week after The
#vis Grst brole the story about the
rental That fgure was contradic-
tory to the 54,000 nitially quated
by his spokesperson Kimberly
Jones, e said he wanted 1o coomect

the “mistale” printed.

Al Franklin, directar of Cur Town
Frederiksted, said he was “not sur-
prised hymy'thnqm this gow-
ernment.

“All sarts of things happen in
government that peopls don't
v, bt wia I resd was sad.”
Frankiin said. “Whils the tersitary

is struggling to recover during this
time, it is sad that we are hearing

VILLAGATE, PAGE S

ET. CRODY — Gov, Henneth Mapp's cam-
paign disclosure has been fled, but is ahssant
of supporting proal and documents as requined
Dy law and clearly stated on eampaign finance
disclosure forms.

The governor's campaign commitbes trea-
surer submitied a 17-page document to the
Elections System of the Virgin Islands on June
17, but [miled to provide the system with a sin-
gle supporting document or proof as reguired.
The forms instruct candidates o provide copiss
of checks, money orders or receipts as back-up
information.

Treats and Tiaras

Juti Shimes

' [Abewe) 2015 51, John Festival Cusen Shanall Hamey recaives har crown fram

Kyrella Thomas at a coronaion camarmony held Suaday in Cruz Bay, Bot Har-

‘ney and Thomas are new graduates of the Charotie Amalie High School, whe

received their high school diplomas on Juns 14, (Laft) Pie? O mmy — Myah Pow-
&l celebrates her last appearance 85 a vendor at the St John Festive: Fooz

Fair with & Suted sweet potato pie. Page 3.
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“We have issues from customer
service to lack of services,” she
said.

Rivera-O'Reilly also inquired
how much of the DOL's appre-
priated funds throughout the year
make it t0 V1 youth, it is infend-
‘ed to beneft She said she has
received complaints of the sum-
n::{]nbsdemm programs being

DOL Commissioner nominee
Catherine Hendry in response
said there was no writhen palicy in
place to govern the selection

PTOCESS.
During her testimony, which

UAGL T areliidaiii asr :wu.l -E.ﬂ
:{5—3]1-. Hmﬁgﬂ:ﬂd.ﬁ date, 445
ose in age group have
bézn registered to participate in
this work experience program.
“It's not enough. We must do
mare for the youth and the unit
that services them,” Hendry said.
“The youth need to see. hear. and
wake up to labor.” 5
Hendry said DOL also dfers the
Jobs for Americas Graduates Vir-
gin Islands or JAGVT, an in-schioal

program to help students find .

thedr way to and equip
them with skills to find and
retain a job.

Hendry told senators that V1
youth is part-of the DOL's prima-

Residents in the Frenchiown
area Jost power just before 2
pm. Wednesday after a traller
truek kit a utility pole.

Linz crews from the Water
and Power Authority worked
through the afternoon fullowing
the incident about 1:30 p.m.
to make repairs in the area/

The tradler truck, “impacted
both telecommunications and
power lines in the vicinity of
the Joseph Aubain ball park
at about 1:30 Wednesday.
spokesperson Jean Greaux
sald.

| "Moot ondy were the lines were
impacted, a utility pole snapped

as well,” he said.
All but a small aumber of

Wednesday, Greaux said.

WAP/ line crews respond
to small service interruptions
on St. Thomas and St. Croix

Service interruptions also were
reparted in Sorgenirl on St
Thomas and portions of the
East End on St. Croix Greaux
said for about a half-hour

6A were restored 1o power after
service interruptions. but
Greaux said that as of 3:30

PG, A U FeBE WEMRAL LD s
2015 request of 54,184, 145
Hmdq-nntﬂdd:ym‘im-dg!t
request “reflects the economic
challenges being faced by the ter-

ritory.

Tt muast be utilized wisely in
arder to take care of our needs
and to enable the Virgin Islands

- Department of Labor to carry ot

its local and federal mandates,

& BRI LA LA L

ance as of June 15 due mmwm
est payments on Trust Fund loans
8 $74.5 million, she sakd, adding
that because of the cutstanding
debit, eraplovers received reduced
Federal Unemployment Tax Act
credits,

“The Unemployment Insurance
taxes that are collected fram Kabls
employers
af the Virgin Islands into a Federal
Unemployment Trust Fund,”
Hendry said. "Mondes from this

MWmﬂmgduht.mm
negatively affects every taxable

A Sl AR s ki bty AL

“fer an sdditional reduction for the

2014 tax year, However, once the
debt remains unpaid the penatty
will easnitizize to increase.

Also Monday, ssnators learned
that even while the deparument is
strugaling with the Waocker's Come

costing $250,000 annually, sald
that by the tme the St. Croix
lease is up, DOL would hawve padd
over 56 million just to use the

propesty.

FROM PAGE 1

As an cample, the documents
noted the Mapp-Potter
recelved £10.000 an’ May 15,
2014, to “start the

Hahnnnl.nﬂntsmmﬂm
donated on Aug. 10 and Nov. &
of 2014 to fund the cam

raising $131,281.09 in other
events, but does not list the narme
of the events or provide docu-
mentaiian.

In total, the Mapp-Potter cam-
paign said it raised $221,442.09
food and drink sales, a
50/50 raflle and five major
events, but again does

not provide documentation.
The Elections System form
instructs the candidate to pro-
wide “one original decument” for
procf of svent — such as a food
sale ticket — for back-up infor-
mation. No such proof was pro-

vided.

Five events were listed under a
form dtled the Contributions
Other Receipts FORM 1-G. It
states the fve events all took place
;gﬂmmumm:m

90,161, but only gives the
date the event was held, the price
of tickets and total asount ralsed
at each event.

The disclosure lists several com-
paniss and individuals that donat-
ed to the Mapp-Potter 2014 Cam-
paign for gowvernor of the Viegin
latands, however, it does not pro-
vide receipts or coples of checks.

oF money orders.
On Marzh 18, The Avie was the first o
rapan hwauq:p and twa
Jusslin Harrigan af
Sl.l'l'n'm-nd Kl.rt"-lhll of 5t Croix
— had mzsed the Jan 21 deadine to file
campaign fnance disciosunes. Viakel filed
shartly after The Avis' report and Harvig-
&n filed in May. Both paid accurmulated

and requested
:hmmﬁnrmmuﬂm

At the tme, The Avis was pro-
vided with two very large hinders
of coples of various original doc-
uments including receipts and
checks when asked to see the
Christiansen-Ottley campaign
finance disclosure

On Monday, The Avis again
asked to review the Christiansen-
Ottley campaign finance disclo-
sure. but was unable to do so
because it was locked in the office
of the Supervisor of Elections Car-
oline Fawkes.

Fawkes is currently off sland
and did not return calls for com-
ment by The Avis. Fawkes was
approached last wesiz about view-
ing the documents submitted by
the Mapp campaign team after
the governor announced at a
press conference it had been fled.

In accardance with the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1972,

finance laws are set in
place to restrict the influence
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DISCLOSURE:
FROM PAGE 4 ’
election process. [t also limits
the amount an individual ean
donate to a candidate, enforces
campaign laws and attempts to
make elections transparent.
Campaign finance filings also
allows the public access to
infermation such as what eor-
porate entities donated to
which candidate,

Under the VI Code, Title 18,
Elections Chapter 29 — Dis-

closure and- Limitations,

on Campaign Contribu-
tions requires:: .o

[d) The treasurer of each
political committee shall keep
& detailed and exact account
of: '

[1) all contributions mad
to or fer such committes;

(2] the identifjcation of
every person making a contri-
bution, or aggregate contribu-
tisns of over § 100;

(3] all expenditures made
by or en behalf of such com-
mittee: and

4) the identification of
every person to whom any
expenditure is made, the date
and amount thereof. and the
name and address of and office
sought by each candidate on

. whose behall such éxpendi-

ture was made.

(e} The treasurer of each
pelitical - committes shall
obtain and preserve, for such
period of time as is determined
necessary by the Supervisor,
receipts for expenditures made
by or an behalf of the political

«committee over $100, and for
any such expenditure in a
lesser amount if the aggregate
amount of such expenditures
Lo the same person during a
calendar year sxcesds $100.

‘The documents filed by the
Mapp-Potter campaign also
states that two black-tie
events wers held, one in New
York and the other at the Bue-
caneer Hotel on St Croix. The
other Bvent was a Caribbean
difiner at Divi Carina Bay
Fesort and Casino.

The Mapp-Potter campaign
disclosed that during the peri-
od of “May 14 to December
14" & total of $175.113 was
contributed by individuals and
companies.

The Mapp-Fotter campaign
also disclosed that the total
amount raised from events
and fundraising amounted to
$426,555.09. The form notes
e g¢vents or fundraising
activities where these receipts
were collscted are listed
regardless of the amount
received, however, there were

.o regeipts included in the fil-

ing. .
The Itemired Expenditures
Form 2-A is blank and the
campaign instead attached
what it titles: “Mapp-Potter
Campaign 2014 Itemized
Expenditures Form 2-A.*
Form 2-A requests copies of
checks, invoices: receipts and
all documents to support
expenditures. The campaj
total expenditures far

utilities, travel, supplies,

repairs and maintenance,
advertising. refit, permits,
bank charges. donations and

Britney Knight

consulting fess fof a total of
$4232, 105.08. There are no
receipts attached as request-
ed by the Elections System.
The Form 2-B titled Other
Dizsbursements, is left blank.
The Mapp-Potter campaign
also states that no loans were
borrowed and lists “not applic-
able” for following forms: The
Contributions Other Autho-
rized Committees Form 1-E;
Contributions Loans made or
Guaranteed by the Candidate
Form 1-F: Debts and Obliga-
tions Contributions Recetvable.

Photographed are the campaign financa discioswrs
filings. for bath the Mapp-Patter and Christensan-0t-

lay gubematorial campaign teams. The photo of the

campaign finance discloaure (laft),

- Christensan-Oitthey
filed before the Jan, 21 deadline, was photograshed
that month and the Mapp-Potter campalgn firanss
disclosure (above) was phatographed on Mondzy.

Debts and Obligations Expen-
ditures Payable and the Nen-
monétary Contributions Items.

The document was signed by
the campaign treasurer, which
was identified as Eliud

Mapp. at the June 17 press
conference, said that fines
associated with a late filing
were paid. The documsnts pro-
vided to The Avis showed that
on June 17. Richard signed a
check for $1,.020 in late fees
payable to the Elections Sys-
tem.
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