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Unaccoun:table

For the last 10 months,
Senate President Ronald Russell
has obstructed the public's access
to travel records and concealed
the facts behind $6.9 million
e in ‘questionable’ spending

by the Legislature
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Bonus bonanza? Bill would allow
Russell to give bonuses to Senate staff
retroactive to Jan. 1, 2000 page2
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10 months after audit, Russell still withholding
Legislature’s travel and cash advance records

By LOU MATTE}
Dally Maws Stall

As e VI Legsslamee continees o
chutrect public sceesn W avel expenae
records, The Datly Hle'ns anmounced i
i exmmining all ions o bri
the mm m’rq;lr_qnwn e

In the 10 months tince The Daily
Mews requesied
the :luttin:'nls
fram Senate
Presidenl Romald
Russell in
December, the
Senaie leadsr has
provided several
excuses for not B
producing the SRS
records mh! Bo - A

i the mow rooenl exchange, Ruasell
cordacted The Dwily Mews® atiomey
EXpressing an inferest in mesting with
tlie mewapaper's publisher tﬂu:“l.dz
the records and be intersiewed ahowt
Wveir combents,

Daily News Pibisher lason Rebbins
reg with an Oct. | lelter tellin
Raussell that The Daily Mews
forward 1o recoiving the records and
would inlerview him after the sewnpe-
per had a chance b0 review them.

Mothing had bean ided as of
Wedlnesday, and Russell denied having
seen Robbiss” letien

Conatacted Wednosday, Russell ar
first hesitaied when asked aboust the
documents,

“Gilve me an |dea of what you're
talking abowt," Russ=il said.

He later said he had asthortzed the
rzlesse of the records and be believed
they were resdy bo be divcloped.

“It's just & matter of getting the
informatben 10 you,” Russeli sid.

He then directed a Dally Mews
reporter o Y 1. Legislatare Execulive
Director Pamals Richards Samuel
for fumber information abowl scoess-
ing the records.

“She could probably help you
cut,” Buss=if saad.

When asked about the records,
Samuel said Russell pulled her off
the project 2 month ago.

“] don"t have the informatlon
you're looking for,™ Samuel said
“He ook that project back.™

Snmeiel and Russell both laser said
that compifing the recards: is mow the
respensibility of a finsnce depart-
ment cmployee who, as of
Wedneaday, wan out of ke office on
jury duty, They did no! elaborte,

Samuel taid she would have 1o
ook mto the issue further and might
have more mbormation soday.

Meanwhile, The Daily Mews'

anncamced Wedseaday it s prepar-
ing to take legal sction 1o gain sconss
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it's just a matter of getting the information to you.

She could prebably help you out.
== Senate Frasident Ronal Russed refaring 1o V). Legislaters
Exncutive Dsracior Pammls Pachards Sarmusl

"

i don't have the information you'rs looking for.

He took that project back.

— Vi Legislature Executim Dirgctor Pamate Richands Sonmumei

te the records,

“This requeet was made Dec, 13
ol lasl year," Robbing said, “Ten

. moaths later, we still have aot

received anything but misreprenenta-
tion and obstrection. The people of
the Viegin lzlands deserve better
This inswe was urgent when bt came
to light last December, and it's even
mare urgent today,”

The records request was spariced
by a joint federal and [ecal audii of
ihe Sepate describing “highly ques-
tionable practices” involving the
management of public feads that
resulted in more then $5.9 million of
fost revepus, snnecessary expenses
and unsupported costs. The reparl
was publi by the ¥.1. ¥
Jenernl’s Office and the Office of
the [nspector General at the U5,
Depariment of the [nterior,

“We wiiribute the serious deflchen-
cies to am absence of formal policy
and procedures s well ar weak inter-
nal contrels,” the report staies, “The
unregulated administration of public
fumds vas led to s culiure with almost
na accountability and transparency,
afpaciilly in areas such as the
improper use of alloved funds, arbi-
irary precursment of goeods and ser-
vices, aed inadequaicly secured sen-

sitive Eqmrmm_ '

Thie audii's major fndings inclad-
ad: :

* Paymant of cosh ndvances lo
semators for travel with no verifica-
tien that the travel astually
ocourned

= Avarding of boneses to empley-
aes withoul written standands o jus.
tification of such awsrds.

= Seleclion, approvall and paymeni
of contracts withou! competition aad
internal controls, leading to overpay-
mant and no documentation that the
waork hed besn perfonmad.

= Mo reporting to the Intermal
Revenue Bureau, leading to under-
payment of lax receipia to the V1,
govermmant,

* Mo dociimentation for sensilive

equipnient, potentiaily lending to the

equipment being misused, lost or
Halen.

The sudit lecked st the 264h, 2T1h
and 281G Legislatures, sithough most
of the findings focused on the 16th
Legislanie.

Senstors in the 18th Legislature
were Cralg Barshinger, Adlah
Donastorg Jr., Carlton Dowe, Louis
Hill, Nevilie James, Wayne James,
Shawn-Michael Malone, Terrence
Melsom, Usie Richards, Merelda
Rivers-0'Reilly, Sammuel Sanes,
Falrick Simeon Sprauve, Michael
Thurlesd, Celestina White 5r. and
Alvia Williams Ir.

The Daily Hews wrote a letier 1o
Russell in Desember requesting a
series of documents and papersork
datniling the traval expenses and
cash sdvances made lo senators in
the 26eh, 27th amd 28tk Le;iﬂm.

V.1 statute defines publec records
a5 “ali records and documents of or
belonging te thizs Territery or any
bramch of goverament in such
Territery or any depariment, board,
counch or commitiezs of any branch
af emt.”

he law exempis 14 lypes of
records from public inspeetion, none
of which cover lMmancial recards
melated o the Sepate spending tax-
payet modey for travel.

Russell recently shed some light
on his view of the government's rela-
tionship to the public in s interview
last month following a closed-door
mecting oa 5t Croix beiwesn 12
senators and the governor regarding
futare plans for the HOVEMNSA
reflnery,

"Anything we doing sin't subject
o the Sunphine Act and that's how it
i5," Rumssell said, srguing the meet-
ing wis nol opsn to the poblic
because || wag 0 Sensto caucus.

“¥oai have to brast uws,” Russell
sald ol the time, "Whenever we have
very important information, we share

il with the public.”
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Obstructing
the public’s right to know

Trw Eollowing is & trmelirs of svants mioted to The Dady Mows'
ongeing attermpt 1o obiain acoess o public recomds detsding the
trawal pxpanges of the 26th, 27th aed 26th Leglelaiures.

* December 2011 An audit of the VI, Legisiature by the YL
Inipector General's OfMes and the OfMce of the Inspacior
General &l the U5, Départment of the tntesior finds *highly
mmsilanbie practicns” iolving the management of
pulthec funds thak resutted in moee then $8.2 milion of
lmst revenues, VECESSary expen s and ursupportad
cogls. Sanse Presidant Ronald Russell announces an
Interrl Eveestigation into the audit's fndings and sledges to
rodrase the meuits — the naemas of (he senators
responsibde for the incldents reported in the audit.
Dee. 15: The Dafly News hand-delivers 3 reguast to nspect
trawel records from the 26th, 2Tth and 281k Legisiatures 1o
Rusgell on the Senate fioor Weeks ister, Fussedl says he
“rdgplacied the letier”
Jan. 23: Tna Daily News randoelivers he eter to Russell a
second time. Ll
* February 20012; Russell snnounces s will not reveal the
names of the senalors impllcated |n the audit and says the
senators ceh ravenl (helr own identites.
Faby, &: Tha Dally Mews ghas Russell the public information
request a thind time, Russell confirma receiel by phone, but
does nat respond 10 the request or provide the decurments.
April 20c13: Ausgedl says he is ready o make public the
mouts af his Investigation; he never doas 8o,
July 2032: Rusgel says federal and locs! sastipations.
prevesi him from relansing the results of his Investigation.
He simys (he Lagisiature's legal counsel acvised him not 1o
reledge any mformation regerding his iwestigation untll the
oulzide investigotions hawe closad.
July 23 Rustell confims via el (hal he recalved The Dally
Maws opan reconds requast afer it had been sant to him a
Paurth Hime,
July 311 The Daily News request s gent to Russed again and
copied 1o ol 15 senatnors.
Bug, 1: VI Legislature Exsoutive Director Pamela Richarss
Samuel sends an email to The Daily Mews stating that Rusaall
Faa charged her with flling the request. She says she cannal
irnediataly il the reqguest becausa a key person i$ ot of
v ofice untl Aug. 20. _
Aug. 17: Russell sends 2 fetter to Dady News Executive Sditor
I, Lovs Davis achnowledging 1he open roords request from
December and ndcaling the Legisiatura’s 58T is workieg on
the request. | apolagize for any incomvendence that mey bave
been cavnid by ihe daley In 0w respanas; however, et me
assure you thal ow staff s wrking to execute 1his directive
at the aarllest cormmnience,” Fusaal wiols.
= Sapt. 25: Russel contacts The Daily News' allormay, Kevin
Rames, expressing 8 desing (o mest with Daily News
Publisher Jason Robling 1o rebeasa all docwments respons|ve
T the newssapers request and to sit for an interiew about
the daia.
ot L Robbing responds with 3 letter o Russell stating
Thws Dy Mews “looks forward to your providing us with this.
public iformaton” and that the newspaper stafl “awsdt tha
miformation gt your esrdiest oppartunity,”
Get. 10: Rusaall denles having saan this leter but says he
ras suthorized release of the documents. However, Russel
is unabde io provide a date, tme or place for releasing the
racords. Semunl says that Russall pulad her off tha |ob of
compiing e documents @ mosth ago and hal the finance
amployee now assignad o oomoile e rcordd |3 on jury duty.
+ Det. 102 The Dadly News sniowicns il |5 preparing to bake
legnl sation to abtain the reconds,
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