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Courl papers filed Monday say the U_S. Altornay's Office vielated
the Crime Victims' Rights Act by signing a nonprasecution
agreemant with sex offender Jeffray Epstain without natifying his
victimes.

Altorneys Brad Edwards and Paul Cassell, represaenting Jane Doe
#1 and Jane Doe #2, want a court hearing, whare they will ask that
the agreemeant be invalidated bacause, thay say, the viclims' rights
ware viclated. If that happens, it could open up the S8-year-old
Palm Beach billlonaire to a slew of federal charges involving sex
crimes with minors that were sal aside by the agreement.

The motion, filed Manday in federal court in Wast Palm Beach,
accuses the U.S. Attomey's Office of deliberately mislaading the
victims by talling them the investigation was angoing, while
concealing they had already signed a deal with Epstein.

According 1o the motion, the U.S, Altornay's Office sent “falze
notification” letters in January 2008 and May 2008 to the victims
saying “(lhis case e currently under investigation” aftar tha
government had signed the agreament with Epstein in September
2007.

“Tha only reason that the (U 3. Attorney's Office) concealed the
exlstence of the non-prosecution agreement from the vielims was
not to comply with some legal restriction, but rather to avoid a
firestorm of public controversy that would have erupted if the
swaalheart plea deal with a politically connected billonaire had baan
revealed.” the motion says.

If Epstein were found guilty on federal charges, statulory penalties
ranged fram 10 yvears 1o life.

Instead, the sealed pact was part and parcel of Epslein’s
acceptance of a state plea deal, where ha received an 18-month
sentence for soliciting a minor for prastitution and soliciting
prostitution. Ha servad 13 months segregated in a vacant wing of
the county stockade and was lel oul on work release six days a
wiaak for up to 16 hours a day.

Edwards and other attornays fought in court for a year bafore
successiully getling the agreement unsealed in September 2009,
More than 30 minor girls were identified as Epstain’s victims in the
pact,
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Doa 1 and 2, who were 14 and 13, respectively, at the time of the

imcidents, received monetary selllements in civil cases. They are

among mona than two-dozen underage girls who filed lawsuits or

setlled claims against Epstein, alleging they weare lured 1o his Palm

Beach mangion to give him sexually charged massages andlor sex

in exchange for monay.

The motlon filed Monday says the agreament is illegal because the

government did not protect the “Congressionally mandated rights of

victims before it entered this agreement.”

Alicla Valle, spacial counsel for the US. Attormey's Office Southarn

District of Flonda, said in an e-mail that the U.5. Attomeay’s Offica

will respond in court filings.

‘Howevar, as we slated more than two years ago in July 2008 in our

rasponsa o the plaintiffs” then-emergency patition for enforcament

of the Crime Victim Rights Act, the CVRA was not viclaled because

no federal charges weare aver filed in the Southern District of

Florida,” Valle said. “Because the matter ramaing panding in court, it

wiould be inapproprate at this time to provide additional comment on

the marits of the current motion_”

The altorneys reference e-mails and letters from the federal office to

Epstein's lawyers acknowledging the government's legal obligation

to inform victims about the pact. The e-mails are redacted in the

malion because they are under seal. The atlorneys filed a separale

mation Monday to unseal the correspondance.

“The reasonable inference from the evidence is that the U.S.

Attorney's Office wanted o keep the agreament a secrat o avold

intense criticizm that would suraly ensued had the victims and the

public learmed that a billlonalre 2ex offander with politcal

connections had arranged 1o avoid federal prosecution for numearous

felony sex offenses against minor girks,” the motion says. “As part of

this pattern of deception, the US. Altarney's Office discussed victim

notification with the defendant sex offender and, after he raised

objections, stopped making notifications.”

Epstein sought “a higher level of review” within the Department of

Justice, the motion says. “A reasonable inference fram the avidance

is that Epstein usaed his significant political and social connactions o

lobby the Justica Department to avoid significant federal

prosacution,” the motion slales.
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