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Judge: Palm Beach sex offender Jeffrey Epstein
agreement to remain sealed

By MICHELE DARGAN
Palm Basch Daily Maws Stall Writar
Tuasday, Fabruary 17, 2009

A federal judge has raled thal a non-proseculion docurment under which the governmeant agreed nof o pursue
federal charges againsl sex aflerdar Jalfray Epslein wil remain under seal - al least far now.

The U5, Altorney's Office and Epslein's lawyers reached the agreemenl befare Epstein pleaded guilty to stale
felary charges, and the document is urder seal in Epstein’s slale aiminal fila.

Regresanting baa of Epslein's viclims, atiormey Brad Edwards asked 1o hawe lhe document unsealed as part of his
lederal lawsuil against the Manhabian money manager. Allbough Edwards and his viclims have seen the
agreamenl, Edwards says in his pleadings thal the government has “inacourabely described the agreement ...
crealing & false impression thal the agresmeant probects be vidims.”

LS. District Judpe Kenneth Mara rued hat e claims, even if true, haven'l damaged Edwards’ case.

°IF ard when swch alleged mischaracledzalions becorme relavant 1o an isswe 1o be decided by the court, the parlies
will be given Lhe cpparunily 1o advance their posilions and (he court will resobve the issue,” be wrole, "If disclosure
of the agresment wil be required far the courl 1o resolve this issee, appropriale disclosure will be ordensd ”

Sapking o keep the agreemenl sealed, Assislant LS. Albarney Dexler Laa argued thal the agreemant is nol part of
any case befors Marra.

"The nan-prasecution agreement has naver been fiked under seal in federal courl,” he wrole.
He alsa denied hat the agresment has been imaccurately described.
Marra sided with Lae on the argument thal the agresmsanl was nol filed in federal court “under seal or olberwise”

O Ausg. 14, Marra rubad that the nan-prasecution agreement would be unsealed far Edwards and any of the victims
wha wanl o see il Bul the ruling bars Edwards and anyane else who sees lhe documeant from disclosing the lerms
Lo aryone elbea,

I his molion 1o unseal, Edwands said be wanls 1o be ahle 1o discuss the berms of the agreement with other victims
and ther atlormeys as well as with alber viclims” rights groups such as the Natianal Alliance of Vicims' Righls

Abloemeys.

The desire o discuss he agreement wilh third parties is nod justification for unsealing the docwment, Marra raled.
°If & specific tangible need arses ina civil case . relief £hould be sought in that case,” be wrals.

Epslein, 58, & serang 18 moanths i @il lor saliciting prostilution and procuring a minar for prostiluticn.

Under the agreement, lederal prosaculons will defer their decision on whether 1o prosecule Epslein on Tederal
chargeas untl B0 days afer Epsbein completes all reguirements of his slale senence.

If hee abides by @l courl conditions and resiriclions, he federal case would be drooped.
In addilion o the stabe ciminal cags, thare are nine federal and sevan stabe lawsuils pending against Epslen.

All cartlain similar allegations: The Marhaitan maney manager, throwugh his employess and asssiants, brought
minor girls o his Palm Beadh home @ 358 El Brilo Wy for erolic massages and somelimes sex.
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