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Sex offender

By Jane Musgrave
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

~ WEST PALM BEACH — Bil-
lionaire sex offender Jef-
frey Epstein has dropped
his lawsuit against convict-
le Ponzi
schemn'r Scott Rothstein
and one of the disbarred
lawyer's former associates.
- Since Rothstein is serv-
In,g a.50-year sentence for
investors out of

il 2 billion, the focus of
Epstein’s lawsuit has lo
b-e;n attorne:,r Bradley

The Fort Lauderdale
lawyer, who worked at
Rothstein’s now-defunct
firm, became Epstein's
nemesis when he filed civ-
il suits on behalf of five _
women who claimed Eg
stein sexually exploit
them at his Palm Beach
mansion when some were
as young as 14,

While Epstein ultimate-
ly settled the suits, along
with roughly two dozen
more filed by other wom-
en, he claimed Edwards
trumped up the allegations
to perpetuate Rothstein's

ﬁa ¢ part of his scheme,

] putenfminm that he‘.

had reached large settle-
- ments in various lawsuits
and they could share in the

riches.
In the znné'.lawamn, D
sely

| stein said Rothstein fal

claimed he had gotten the
billionaire financial man-

ager to agree to settle the
women's lawsuits for as

Mﬁfw million.

drops lawsuit

who represen’t.s Eﬂwarda "

Epstein dropped the
claims against Edwards
on Thursday, a day before
Scarola was going to ask a

judge to throw out the suit.
" “He filed these baseless,

scurrilous claims for the
purpose of tr_-.rmg to extort
Mr. Edwards into abandon-
il:_gﬁhﬂ lawsuits on behalf
of Mr. Epstein’s vic:
tims," Smm;arola ufﬂl i
Attorney Tonja Haddad
{Inleman, who represents
Epstejn, didn't returna
one call for comment.
Scarola said the legal
bautitlf ism't GEI' Edwards
will pursue claims against
Epstein for malicious pros-
ecution and abuse of pro-
cess. He is seeking punitive
damages that could run in-
to the millions.
As part of a contro-
versial non-prosecution

k ag]ég!u}e%t t'ederal ;:-mse-

mﬁf‘:@m"“m |

en complained he had

j mfgdilimtuhl :
sion for sex. lneﬁﬂqe :
| he’pleadedgultyms&te

| court to two pmslimr.lun

related charges. :
He served 13 months

of an 18-month sentence.

| He also agreed to pay for

an atmrmy to FE]JI'E!HH o

more than 30 women who

claimed he paid them for

sex when they were mi-

nors.
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