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STEVEN HOFFENBERG, inmate number 35601-054, 5758
Hartville & Pointville Road, Fort Dix Federal Comectional
Institution, Fort Dix, New Jersey was contacted on October 12,
2010, After having been advised of the identities of the
interviewing agenls, HOFFENBERG, pravided the following
information:

HOFFENBERG stated he would not answer quesfions about
Jeffrey Epstein or the murder of Arthur L Shapiro without having a
court appointed attormey present during questicning. He added thal
he was willing to cooperate and answer questions once a court
appointed aliomey was provided. He refused to answer any other
questions at this time and referred the interviewing agents 1o a
March 2003 Vanity Fair article and a website, Tower Investors.com
He advised that he had pending civil matters against the Bureau of
Prisong, amangst athers. HOFFENBERS did not comment on his Hesis
of knowledge, or when he became aware of infarmatian pertaining fo

Epstein or Shapiro. At this fime the agents ended the interviaw,
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The following investigation was conducied by Special Agent
ﬁ on Ociober 26, 2010

was interviewed telephonically regarding the homicide
investigation of Arthur Shapiro. [ 2dvised that Shapiro
was 8 Columbus attorney who was killed in the mid-1580's in
Columbus -waa not one of the original defectives
assigned to the case but came on board in the mid-1990°S after a
city commisgion was formed to investigate allegafions of
misconduct by the city's then police chief. As a result of the
commission's investigation, documents relating to the Shapiro

Datective Columbus Ohio Police
Deﬁm‘l‘l&l‘ﬂ Columbus, Ohio, phone, [

homicide were seized from a commander's office - becgme

imvolved in the homicide investigation at that time. It was
datermined that Shapiro was involved in misconduct and frauduler
business activity with tha firm where he was employed
Specifically, it was believed Shapiro was helping businessmen
purchase companies that were facing bankruptcy and creating
illegal tax shelters -bEIiEfu'ed Shapiro had been
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subpoenaed to testify before a federal grand jury regarding those
business activiies and was io appear before the grand jury the

day after he was killed. Regarding the circumstances of his

death, Shapiro was seen meating with an unknown man believed to
be the killer in his vehicle first in a shopping center and then

in a Columbus cemetery. In the cemetery, Shapire fled from the
viahicle to a nearby condominium complex whare he was shot
multiple times. Shapiro's car was kater found in the shopping

center parking lot. Investigation revealed that Barry Kessler, a
business associate of Shapiro'S, was seen meeting with a man at
Kessler's office fitting the description of the man seen with

Shapiro bafore he was killed. A secretary of Kessler saw Kessler
meeting with the man in his office with a suitcase or briefcase

of money. Kessler was subsequently convicted of murder for
Pecuniary gain in federal court in Florida relating to a life

insurance policy of a business associate. Though no sufficient
evidence to charge Kessler was uncovered, [Jiljoeieved
Kessler was complicit or responsible for Shapiro's death. in the
mid-1880°'5, prominent Calumbus business man Leslie Wexner's name
was published in th paper, alleging some connection to
the Shapira's n‘mth“fﬂum no evidence connecting Wexner
to the homicide case. In acdition, [l nvestigstion has
revealed no connection between the homicide of Shapiro and
Jeffray Esptein to date.
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sligation was conducted by Special Agent

mon October 26, 2010

Assistant United States Atorne
Afttomney's Offica,

was interviewead telephonically
regarding Arthur Shapiro. ] 2¢visec that Shapiro was a
target of a tax fraud case being prosecuted by the .S
Attorney's office. Specifically, the case was an administrative
case investigated by the IRS, wharaby fraudulent or bogus tax
shelters were created. Shapiro was an attorney, and Berry Kesslel
was an accountant and co-defendant in the case. Prior to
Shapiro'S death, Shapiro, his atiomey, and [[Illred agreed td
a negetiated plea agreement whereby Shapiro was to plead guilty
to tax fraud. [l couid not recall if Shapiro's cooperation
against co-defendants was a condition of his plea agreement
Shapiro was killed prior to him entering a guilty plea in the
case. Co-defendant Kessler eventually pled guilty fo the tax
fraud. Attorney John Zonack (phonetic) represented Berry Kessler]
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in the tax case, and-inlnrmad Zonack of Shapiro's
intention to plead guilty prior to Shapire's death. [ vas
unfamiliar with the specifics of Shapiro's murder and was nat
imralved in the case but understand many in the Columbus area
suspected Kessler of the murder [JJvas unsure if there was
a third co-defendant in the tax fraud cass,
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