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METRD

The ‘sex slave’ scandal that exposed pedophile
billionaire Jeffrey Epstein

By i, rogn Cad Cioabe 8, 2016 - 7083w

o

Ty Egalein oenied allagations Dy aerege gatis wiha S8y choy wieee lured 13 his Pasn Boach mension (o ghve him "massages™ in cxchange for mionuy.

I 2005, the world was Introduced 1o reclusive billignalre Jeffrey Epsteln, friend 1o princes and an American president, 8 power brohker with
the carkest of sacrets: He was also a pedophile, accused of recrufting dozens of undarage Firs into & sax-siave netvark, Buying thew
silence and moving elong, slthough he has been convicred of only one eount of soliciting prosttution from a mincr. Vishors to his private

Caribbean isfand, known as “Orgy island,” have incduded Bill Clinton, Prince Andrew and Siephen Hawking.

naviar saw the iormar president do anything imprope - has accused Prince Andrew of Naving 56x with her when she was a mingn, 3
charge Buckingnam Palace denses,

“Epsiein lives less than one mile away lrom me in Palm Beach,” author Jemes Patlerson tells The Post. In the 11 years since Exsbein was

investigeted and charged by the Paim Beach police department, ultimately copping a plaa and serving 12 months on are change of saliciting
prostitution from a Meyearald gir, Panarsan hbs remained obsessed wilh the Case

indfage o

W e
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The *sex slave” scandal that exposed pedophile billionaire Jefirey Epstein | New York Post Page 2 of 5

“He's a fascinating character o read about," Patlerson says. “What is ne thinking? Wha is he?"

Fire, the Sax Scandal Tnst Undid Hirm, and A1 the
Justica That Monay Can Buy,” is an attempl 1o answar such questions. Co-suthared with John Cannolly
and Tim Malloy, the book conlains detalled police intervlaws with girls who alleged sexual abuse by
Epstain @nd othars In his crcle -allaqec,' that Epstein's ex-gidlfrend Ghisiaine Maxwel, daughter
ot the late meadia tycoon Robert Maxwel, abused her. Ghislaine Maxwell has denied allegations of
enabling abusa.

Pattarson’s new ook, “Fiithy Rich: A Powartui i

Epstain has spant the bulk of hig adult e cullivating retationsiips with the world's most powerful men.
Hight logs shaw that from 2001 vo 20032, Bill Clinton flew on Epstein's piivate plang, dubbed “The Lolita
Exprass” by the press, 26 times, After Epstein’s arrest in July 2006, federal tax records show Epstain
donated $25,000 1w the Clinton Foundation thet year,

Epstain was also a regular visitor to Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago, and the two were friends. According to
the Dally Mai, Trump was a frequent dinngr guest at Epsiein’s
hame, which was often full of baraly dressed modeis, in 20032, Naw York magarzine repotted thal Trump

&lso attended s dinner parly at Enstein’s honosing Bitl Clinman.

Last yedr, The Guardian reported that Epstein’s “litthe black book™ containad contact numbers for
A-iisters incluciing Tony Blair, Naaomi Campbsall, Dustin Hoffman, Michaai Bloombery and Richard
Branson.

Biil Chmton in 1954

in & 2006 court liling, Paim Beach palice noted that a search of Epsiein’s home uncoverad wo hidden
camaras. The Mirrar reported that in 2005, & Gyear-ald civil lawsuit filed by “Jane Doe Ma. 2,7 believed
10 ba the now-marred - altaged that Epsteln wired his mansion with hidden cameres, secretly recording orgies invalving his
prominant friends and enderage girls. The ultimate purpase: blackmail, according 1o court papers,

“Jane Doe Mo, 37 aise afeged that she had baan forcad o have sex with “sumerous prominent
Armerican politicians, powerlul business execulives, a wall-kdwn prime minister, and athar werkd
leaders.”

“We uncovered a kot of datails about the police investigation and a iot about the girds, what happened to
tham, the effgct an thiir Hves,” Pallerson says

“The reader has to a5k Was justice done here or nat?™

Britgin's Princg Angigw in 2013

Ensiein, now 63, has always been something of an internetional man of mystery. Born in Brooklyn, he
had & midedla-class upbringing: His fathar worked for the Parks Department, and his parents siressad
nard work and education.

Epstein was briant, skipging two grades and graduating Lafayette High Schooi in 1969, He stiended
"“We uncovered a lot of Coocper Union but dropped out in 1971 and by 1973 was teaching calculus and physics &t Daiton, where
details about the police ha futorad the som of 8 Bear Swarns exec. 5oon, Epstein apphed hig facility with numbers on Wall Straet
but left Bear Stoams under a clgud in 1981, He formed his gwan business, J. Epstein & Co
investigation and a lot
abaut the gfr];r what The bar for entry at the new firm was high. According to a 2002 prefile in Mew York magazine, Epstain
only took an ciients who umed gver 51 billion, at minimum, for him to manage. Clients alsa had to pay 3
flat fee amd sinn power of sttorney over 10 Epstein, allowing him o do whatever he saw 1t with their
MO,

haoppened to them, the
effect on their lives.’

- Jamgs Patlerson
Stifl, mo one knew exacily what Epsteln did, or how he was 2bie 1o amass & personal blillon-dodlar-plus
feriune. In adgition to a bisck-long, nine-s1ory mansion on Manhatian's Upper East Side, Epstein owns
the £6.8 million mansion in Paim Beach, an $18 million property in New Mexico, the 70-acre private Caribbean istand, a hellcopter, &
Gulfstream IV and a Boeing 727,

http://nypost.com/2016/10/09/the-sex-slave-scandal-that-exposed-pedophile- biiiionaisrg-rq'g‘?f_.. 6/23/2017
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The *sex slave” scandal that exposed pedophile billionaire Jeffrey Epstein | New York Post  Page 3 of 5

"My belief is that Jeff maintains some sort of money-management firm, though you won't get a straight answer fram rim,” one high-ievel

invester lold New York magazine. “He once told me he had 300 people warking for him, and I've alsa haard that ha manages Rockelobe

maney, But one never knows, Iit's like looking at the Wizard of Oz — tharg may be less thene than meets the eye

“He's very enigmatic.” Rosa Monckton told Wanity Fair in 2003. Monckion was the former British CEQ of Tiffany & Co. and confidanie 10 the
ate Princess Digng, She was oo a ciose friend of Epsiein’s since the 1980s, "He never reveals his hand . ., He's a classic icebera, What you

se@ is not what you get.”

Both prafiles intimatad that Epstein had o pradilection o yOURG vedman bt navar wenl furthed. In the Navw Yock magarine giada, Trump

sald Epstein's self-professed image as a loner, an egghesd and 3 teetolsler was not whally accwrate

‘T known Jefl for 15 years,” Trump said, "Terific guy. He's 8 lot of fun 10 be with, It is aven said that he
fkes beautiful woman as muech as § do, and many of them ara on the younger side. Mo doubt abowt it —

Juftnay enjoys his social ife.”

Three yaars after that profile ran, Paim Baach Polce Officer _ got a disturbing message. A
woman reported that has 1d-year-old stepdaughter confided 1o a frand that she'd had sex with an oider
man for money, The man's name was Jeff, and ha lived in a mansion on a cul-de-sac.

smp in 19590

Dionpig Try

Pagan persuaded the woman 0 Bring her stepdaughler down o be imerviewad. In his book, Patlarson
calls the g.r- Flylal - like 50 many of the other girls who eventually 1alked, came from the little-

kniawn working-class areas surraunding Palm Beach.

A friend of = friend, - said, ioid her she could make hundreds of dollars in one howr, just for massaging some middia-aged guy's feet

1]

ots of athar Gins had been doing it 5ome three TmMEs & week

- claimad she had been driven 1o the mansion on El Brille Way, where a female staffer escoried her up & pink-carpatad staircase, then

Into & reom with 2 massage table, an armoire topped with sex toys and a photo of a Fttle gid pulling her undersesr off
Epstein antened the reom, wearing anly & towel, - Said
“He ook off the towel ™ - wld Pagan, "He was a rgally built guy. But Nis wirewee wad voery Liny,”

- said Epstain got on the table and barked ordars at her. She told police she was alane in the raam

wath him, t@rrified.

http://nypost.com/2016/10/09/the-sex-slave-scandal-that-expo sed~peduphile—billiunairea§ ef... 6/23/2017
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The *sex slave” scandal that exposed pedophile billionaire Jeffrev Epstein | New York Post  Page 4 of 5

Fagan wrota the foliowing im her incident reparg

“She removed her pants, leaving her thong panties on. She straddled his back, whereby her exposed
buttocks wera touching Epstein's exposed bultocks. Epstain then turmed to his side and startad to rub
his penis in an up-and-down motion. Epstein pulled out a purple vibrator and began to m'uﬁ:iegr_--
vaging! area,”

Palm Beach assigned six more detectivas to the investigation, They conductad a “trash pudl™ of
Epsiein's garbage, sifting through paper with phone numbars, used condoms, inothbrushas, wam
uriderwerar. In one pull, police found & piece of paper with - phona number on it, along with the
number of the persan who recraited ner

.f.} On Sept. 11, 2005, detectives got anather break - as she's calied in the book, wold E-Etr::til.-e.
J:/ ‘. - thiat she had been gaing to Epstein’s house since she was 16 - had been working at the
o L Wellington Graen Mall, saving up far a trip 10 Maine, when a friend told her, *You can get a plana ticket

o WwWo hours .., We can go ghve this guy 8 massege and he'li pay $200," according 1o her stetement Lo

Gy e the palice.

-tﬂid Recarey that she visited Epstein hundrads of times. She said he had bought her & naw 2005 Dodge Mean, glane tickets, and
Gare har spending maorey. -‘S:Eild he evan Bskec her to emancipate from her parants 5o she could five with him fulltime as s “sox
slave.”

She said Epstein siowly escalated his sexuval requests, and uespit-nsimence that they nevear have intercourse, allagad, " This ane
time ha bent me over the table and pul himsell in ma. Without my parmisgion.”

- then asked if what Epstein had done to her was rape and spoloe of her abjecs fear of him
An abridged version of har witniss statement, as recounted in the boolk

B oicc | say anything alse . um, is thare 8 passibliity that I'm genns have t2 go to court or arything?

i maan, what he did to you Is a crima. F'm not gonna lie 1o you.
Woldd you consider it rape, what he did?

B ;i o oot himself inside you without permission . ., That, that is a crime. That 5 2 crime.
-. | don™t want my family o find out about this . .. "Cause Jeffrey's gonna gat me. You guys raglize that, rght? ... I'm not sale now, I'm
not seke
Why da you say you're not safe? Has he soid ha's hurt people before?
-'n'el-_ I've meard him make thrests 1o people on the telephone, yeah, OF course.
R oo gonne die? You're ganna break your legs? Or —

- Al of the abowp!

-HIEG 1ulc- that Epstein got 50 wiolent with her that ke ripped out her hair and threw her argund, i mean,” she 5aid, “these's
peen nights that | walked out of there barely able to walk, um, from him befng so rough.”

Tweo months Iater-mlenﬂewad Epstein’s former house manager of 1 years, documented in his probable-couse affidavit as Mr,
Abessi. “Aless! stated Epsten rgceves threg Massages a day . .. towards the end of his employment, the masseuses . ., appeared W0 be 16 or
17 years of age at the most . . . [Alessi] would have 10 wash off B massager/vibrator and @ long rubber penis, which ware in the sink pfier the
MASSEgE.”

Another house managoer, Alfredo Radreguez, 1¢I{-:hr-.'. vigry young girls were giving Epstein massages Bt least twica a day, and in
one instance, Epstein had Rodnguez delivar ona doren rases to - at her high sChool.

in May 2006, the Patm Beach Police Depanment filed a probable-cause affidavit, asking prosecuiors to charge Epstein with fowr counts of
unlawdfiul sexual activity with 2 minor — & second-degree falormy — and one count of lowd snd lascivious molestation of & Wdaear-old mino,

also a second-degree falony.

Paim Beach prosecutors said the evidence was weak. and after prasenting the case to a grand jury,
Tﬂdu}f, ..IEFFI'E}’ Epsl‘ein Epstain was charged with only ang count of feleny solicitation of prostitution, In 2008, he pleaded guilty

is a free man, albeit

http://nypost.com/2016/10/09/the-sex-slave-scandal-that-exposed-pedophile-billiona istgﬁhq_: ... B/23/2017
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The “sex slave” scandal that exposed pedophile billionaire Jeffrey Epstein | New York Post Page 5 of 5

and naminally servad 12 months of an 18-meonth sentance in a county jail: Epstein spent one day a waek

one who roufinaly
there, the other six out on “work release.”

settles civil lowsuits

against him, bmug ht Today, Jeffrey Epstain is a free man, sibeit one who routinely Seitles civil wsuits againsl him, brought

by‘ young women out by young women, out of court. As of 2015, Epsiein had settled multipke such cases.
¥

of court. - has suad Ghislaing Maxwell in Manhattan federal court, charging defamation — saying Mawwell
stated - lied aboul Maxwell's recrulement of her and other underage girls. Epsigin has been cefled
ugsdan 1o testify in court this month, on Oct. 20,

The true numer of Epstein’s victims may never he known
He will be 3 ragistered sex offander for the rest of his ife, not that it fazes him.
Um not a sexual prodator, I'm an ‘offender,” ™ Epstein told The Post in 201, “It's the diffgrence betwoen a murderer and 8 porson who sleals

& ragel”

P uNEER  BILL CUNTON, BOOKS, DONALD TRUMP. JAMES PATTERSON. JEFFREY EPSTEIN, PRINCE ANDREW, SCANDALS

Ruiumenifond Dy

http:ffnypml.mmﬂl)lﬁflUﬁ]‘?ﬂhe-mx—slave-scandal—ihat-ﬁxpuscd-pcduphile-billiﬂnaiégﬂgfa. 6/23/2017
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JEFFREY EPSTEIN. CHEDIT: HEWSCDR:

Jeffrey Epstein, Billionaire Pedophile, Goes Free

Hedee fund mogul Jeffrey Epstein becomes a free man today, five years after he was first accused of saxually
abusing underage girls. After months of reporting, The Daily Beast's Conchita Samoff reveals exciusive details of
the investigation and the legal wrangling that saved him from a leng prison term.

http:/fwww.thedailybeast.com/jeffrey-epstein-billionaire-pedophile-goes-free 6/23/2017
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Jeffrey Epstein, Billionaire Pedophile, Goes Free Page 3 of 7

Hedge fund mogul and sex offender Jeffrev Epstein, who went free this week, lived in a depraved

world of thrice-daily massages, pornographic artwork, and hush money—that’s only now being
revealed. Conchita Sarnoff follows up on her investigation of the legal wrangling that saved him from

a long prison term and reports on the sordid details in part two of her exclusive exposé. Also:

« Palm Beach’s police chief objected to Epstein’s “special treatment™ and gave The Daily Beast an

exclusive look at his nine-hour deposition about the investigation.

» Earlier versions of the 1.8 attorney’s charges, including a sealed 53-page indictment, could have

landed Epstein in prison for 20 years.

* Vietims alleged that Epstein molested nnderage girls from South America, Europe, and the former
Soviet republics, including three 12-year-old girls brought over from France as a birthday gift.

= The victims also alleged trips out of state and abroad on Epstein’s private jets, which would be
evidence of sex trafficking—a much more serious federal crime than the state charges Epstein was

convicted of.

« Epstein’s attorneys investigated members of the Palm Beach Police Department, while others
ordered private investigators to follow and intimidate the victims’ families; one even posed as a police

officer.

+ Then-Attorney General Alberto Gonzales told The Daily Beast that he “would have instructed the
Justice Department to pursue justice without making a political mess.”

Film director Roman Pelanski is not the only convicted pedophile to walk free this month and return te a life of
privilege. On Wednesday, hedge fund manager Jeffrey Epstein completes his one-year house arrest in Palm Beach,

which has been even fess arduous than Polanski's time at a Swiss ski chalet.

http://www.thedailvbeast.com/jeffrey-epstein-billionaire-pedophile-goes-free SONY_GID g3£ E%{] 17
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Jeffrey Epstein, Billionaire Pedophile, Goes Free Page 4 of 7

Watch Jeffrey Epstein Storm Out of a Deposition When Asked About His Penis

During Epstein’s term of “house arrest.” he made several trips each month to his New York home and his private
Caribbean island. In the earlier stage of his sentence for soliciting prostitution with 2 minor—14 months in the Palm
Beach Stockade—he was allowed out to his office each day. Meanwhile, Epstein has settled more than a dozen lawsuits
brought by the underage givls who were recruited to perform “massages” at bis Palm Beach mansion. Seven victims
reached a last-minute deal last week, davs before a scheduled trial; each received well over $1 million—an amount that
will hardly dent Epstein’s $2 hillion net worth.

I :octcin Faces Sex Traffic Probe- The Billionaire Pedphile’s Sex DenWith that, the known victims of
Epstein's sexual compulsion have been officially silenced, and the case against him is closed unless new ones come

forward. According to banking sources, he has been moving assets out of the U.S. and may well follow Polanski into a
luxurious exile.

But the question remains: Did Epstein’s wealth and social connections—former President Bill Clinton; Prince Andrew;
former [sraeli Prime Minister Ehod Barak; New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson; and former Treasury Secretary Larry
Summers were just a few of the prominent passengers on his private jets—allow him to receive only a slap on the wrist
for crimes that carry a mandatory 20-year sentence? Was he able, with his limitless assets and heavv-hitting
lawvers—Alan Dershowitz, Gerald Lefeourt, Roy Black, Kenneth Starr, Guy Lewis, and Martin Weinberger among

thern—to escape equal justice?

&z};’?—hﬁ F Inhox!
nilgel YOUT 8mak goaras
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Michael Reiter, the former Palm Beach police chief, certainly thinks so. He gave The Daily Beast exclusive access to the

transeript of his nine-hour deposition for the victims' eivil suits, in which he explained how the case against Epstein
was minimized by the State Attorney’s Office, then bargained down by the U.3, Department of Justice, all in an
atmosphere of hardball legal tactics and social pressures so intense that Reiter became estranged from several
colleagues. At the time, Reiter, who retired in 2009 and now runs his own security firm, objected both to Epstein’s plea
agreement and to the flexible terms of his incarceration in the county jail rather than state prison. Asked during the
deposition whether he thought Epstein received special treatment, he answered “ves,”

In March 2005, Reiter's department, acting on a complaint from the Florida parents of a 14-year-old girl, launched an
investigation that would eventually uncover a pattern of predatory behavior stretching back years and spanning several
continents, knowingly enabled by Epstein’s associates and employees. Two or three times a day, whenever Epstein was
in Palm Beach, a teenage gitl would be brought to the mansion on El Brilla Way, (*The younger the better,” he
instructed - a local teenager who was paid to bring other girls to the house, and who declared, on a police

tape, that she was “like a Heidi Fleiss,” the infamous California madam.) Advised that she would be giving a *massage,”
the girl was then pressured to remove her elothes, submit to fondling and a large vibrator, and sometimes lured into

iy, i t.com/jeffr stein-billionaire-pedophile- fr 6/23/2017
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Jeffrey Epstein, Billionaire Pedophile, Goes Free Page 5 of 7

more invasive sexual contact. Each girl was paid $200 or more, depending on how far things went, by house manager
Alfredo Rodriguez, who was instructed always to have $2,000 cash on hand.

The Palm Beach Police Department identified 17 loeal girls who had contact with Epstein before the age of consent; the
youngest was 14, and many were younger than 16. And that was just at one of Epstein’s many homes around the
wotld—he also owns property in New York, Santa Fe, Paris, London, and the Caribbean. Subsequent investigation by
the FBI, reaching as far back as 2001, indentified roughly 4o victims, not counting _ whom Epstein
referred to as his ‘|l sex siave™ because he had imported her from the Balkans at age 14. Now 24, _

became a member of the househeold and iz alleged to have participated in the sexual contaet with underage girls.

Epstein quickly got wind of the investigation, and progress on the case got messy very quickly. He hired a squad of
lawyers and private investigators and dispatched influential friends to pressure the police into backing off. Instead,
local detectives pressed on and brought the matter to the attention of the FBI. The detectives asked their fedoral
colleagues whether the fact that some victims appeared to have traveled out of state on Epstein’s planes—plus the use
of interstate phone service to arrange assignations—might be violations of the federal 2000 Trafficking Victims
Protection Act, which carries a minimum sentence of 20 vears. (Florida enacted the federal TVPA in 2002.)

So when State Attorney Barry Krischer, who also ran Florida'’s Crimes Against Children Unit, proved reluctant to
mount 8 vigorous prosecution of Epstein, saving the local victims were not credible witnesses, Chief Reiter wrote the
attorney a letter complaining of the state’s “highly unusual” conduct and asking him to remove himself from the case.
He did not, and the evidence his office presented to a state grand jury produced only a single count of soliciting
prostitution. {Krischer has since retired and would not comment for this article.) The day after that indictment was
returned, Reiter was relieved to have the FBI step in and take over the investigation.

The details that eventually emerged were often shocking and occasionally bizarre. For Epstein’s birthday one vear,
according to allegations in a civil suit, he was presented with three 12-year-old girls from France, who were molested
then flown back to Europe the next day. These same civil complaints allege that voung girls from South America,
Europe, and the former Soviet republics, few of whom spoke English, were recruited for Esptein’s sexual pleasure.
Aceording to a former bookkeeper, a number of the girls worked for MCa, the modeling agency owned by Jean Luc
Brunel, a longtime acquaintance and frequent guest of Epstein’s. Brunel received $1 million from the billionaire around

the time he started the agency.

The non-prosecution agreement executed between Epstein and the Department of Justice states that Epstein and four
members of his staff were investigated for “knowingly, in affecting interstate and foreign commerce, recruiting enticing
and obtaining by any means a person, knowing that person has not vet obtained the age of 18 vears and would be
caused to engage in commercial sex act”—that is, child sex trafficking. Yet the agreement allowed Epstein to plead
guilty to only two lower-level state erimes, soliciting prostitution and soliciting 2 miner child for prostitution.

Although the police investigation was officially closed, Chief Reiter tried to stay abreast of the federal case against
Epstein. He was particularly concerned that Epstein be registered as a sex offender, which was part of the final deal,
and that a fund be set up to compensate his victims—which was not, although Epstein agreed to bankrol] their civil
lawsuits. Attorney Dershowitz sayvs Epstein’s agreement to pay attorney fees for the victims and agree to civil damage

claims—without admitting guilt—amounted to “extortion under threat of criminal prosecution.”

But exactly which crimes did the Department of Justice threaten to prosecute? The Daily Beast has learned that there
were several earlier versions of the U.S Attorney’s charges, including a 53-page indictment that, had he been convicted,
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could have landed Epstein in prison for 20 vears. Brad Edwards, sttorney for seven of the victims, confirms the
existence of an earlier draft of the non-prosecution agreement, officially under seal, in which it appears that Epstein
“committed, at some point, to a 10-vear federal sentence.” But in the end Epstein’s legal team refused that deal and
threatened to proceed to trial. And that's where the question of whether the case was “winnable” before a jury again
came into play, according to a source in the U.S Attorney’s Office, which shared the state attorney’s view that the
prosecution was far from a slam dunk.

For one, it was clear from the start that Epstein would spare no legal expense and that his team of veteran lawyers,
whose cases ranged from O.J. Simpson to the investigation of Clinton’s relationship with an intern, would play rough.
When the Palm Beach police started to identify victims, according to Detective Joe Recarey’s report, Dershowitz began
sending the detective Facebook and MySpace posts to demonstrate that some of these girls were no angels. Reiter's
deposition also states that he heard from Jocal private investigators that Dershowitz had launched background checks
on both the police chief and Det. Recarey. Dershowitz denies all of that. According to Reiter, both he and Recarey also
became aware that they were under surveillance for several months, without knowing who ordered it. And the Florida
victims began to complain that they and family members were being followed and intimidated by private investigators
who were then linked to local attorneys in Epstein’s employ. In one reported instance, the private investigator claimed
to be a police officer, and Reiter considered filing witness-tampering charges.

The credibility of the vietims was also an issue; they had never complained of their treatment by Epstein until they
were contacted by police, and they may have voluntarily returned to the Palm Beach mansion several times. Many of
the girls came from disadvantaged backgrounds or broken homes, and they were susceptible to Epstein's cash,
intimidation, and charn. Those who were 16 when they went to El Brillo Way would have been in their 20s by the time
they took the stand, and Epstein’s investigators had dredged up every instance of bad behavior in their pasts.
According to an exchange in the Reiter deposition, a few of the vietims had worked in West Palm Beach at massage
parlors known as “jack shacks.” Each new compromising detail was immediately forwarded to the State Attorney’s
Office, where staff met frequently with Epstein’s lawyers,

The Florida statutes are clear: Any person older than 24 who engages in sexual contact with someone under the age of
18 commits a felony of the second degree. The victim’s prior sexual conduct is not relevant; ignorance of her age is no
defense. She needn't resist physically to east doubt on the issue of “consent.” For a child under 16, even lewd behavior
short of touching is a felony of the second degree. But convincing a jury that a sexual encounter is a heinous crime is
difficult if the victim can be made to appear willing and unharmed, not to mention vulgar and mercenary. It wasn't
hard to imagine some of the victims quickly being discredited in court by Epstein’s crack legal team, who repeatedly

noted that the age of consent is lower in many other states.

But that doesn't quite explain why the Department of Justice would forgo the child-trafficking charges, which pertain
regardless of a girl's attitude or character. Epstein’s final sentence is so out of line with the statutory guidelines for that
crime that it appears the department may have been influenced by the existence of his many powerful friends and
attorneys. A highly intelligent man who once taught math at the Dalton School in New York without a bachelor’s
degree, Epstein has been a serious and respected player in the highest reaches of politics and philanthropy. He has
made substantial contributions to political candidates, served on the Council on Foreign Relations, and donated S30
million to Harvard University.

Moreover, many of his high-powered acquaintances availed themselves of Epstein’s private jets, for which the pilot
logs, obtained by discovery in the civil suits, sometimes showed that bold-face names were on the same flights as
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underage girls. A high-profile trial threatened to splash mud over all sorts of big players, just as both Gov. Richardson
and Bill Clinton's wife were running for president. Also, a hedge fund prosecution in which Epstein offered to give
evidence was heating up. Alberto Gonzales, who was U8, attorney general throughout most of the Epstein
investigation and resigned just before the non-prosecution agreement was signed, told The Daily Beast that he “would
have instructed the Justice Department to pursue justice without making a political mess.” But that may have been an

impossible mandate, given the players invalved.

Instead, said attorney Brad Edwards, “Epstein committed crimes that should have jailed him for most of his life...he

was jailed for only a few months.” And this week he walks through his door a free man.

_-'las developed multimedia communication programs for Fortune 500 companies and has produced
three current cvents debate television programs, The Americas Forum, From Beiru! to Kabul, and o seqgment for The
Oppenheimer Report. She is a contributor to The Huffingion Post. She is writing a book abour child trafficking in

America.
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